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PREFACE. 


Enter  into  his  gates  with  thanksgivings  and 
into  his  courts  with  praise."  Be  merciful  unto 
me,  O  Lord,  for  I  cry  unto  thee  daily."  These 
are  expressions  of  the  Bible,  which  is  God  mani- 
fest in  the  Word,  and  they  contain  the  most  ob- 
vious duties  of  true  religion.  Regular  attendance 
on  the  public  worship  of  God  is  implied  in  the 
first  sentence,  a  constant  reverence  for,  and  de- 
pendence upon  God,  is  included  in  the  second. 
Persons  who  attend  the  public  worship  of  God  in 
the  great  congregation  do  well;  they  fulfil  a 
scriptural  command,  and  present  an  excellent  ex- 
ample: but  it  will  be  admitted,  that  as  long  as 
they  thus  limit  their  religious  duties,  the  man  is 
more  advanced  on  the  road  to  Zion  than  they, 
who  continues,  instant  in  prayer,  who  is  ever  aspir- 
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ing  to  a  life  of  holiness ;  to  frequent  communion 
with  God ;  to  a  walk  and  conversation  becoming 
the  Gospel ;  and  who  not  only  worships  God  re- 
gularly in  his  temple^  but  likewise  rears  a  family 
altar,  and  most  especially  on  the  Lord's  Day,  with 
his  assembled  household  unites  in  the  sacred  en- 
joyments of  domestic  devotion.  This  Christian 
duty  is  now,  happily,  becoming  general,  and  we 
gladly  hail,  as  proofs  of  its  extending  influence, 
the  many  excellent  works  already  published, 
which  are  intended  as  auxiliaries  to  family,  or 
social  worship.  Several  of  these  works  contain 
prayers,  others  contain  sermons,  "  The  Family 
Sanctuary"  includes  both.  Whether  it  be  ge- 
nerally read  or  not,  its  Author  rejoices  he  has 
been  enabled  to  add  another  to  the  numerous 
publications  of  his  country  intended  to  promote 
personal  and  family  religion,  convinced  as  he 
is,  that  under  God,  upon  these  united  to  our 
solemn  public  services,  the  security  of  the  Es- 
tablished Church,  "and  qf  the  British  Constiti^tion 
altogether  depends.  Assailed  as  the  Church 
may  expect  to  be,  those  of  her  members  who 
desire  to  wield  irresistible  weapons  in  her  de- 
fence, will  acquire  then)  by  a  closer  walk  with 
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Jehovah »  in  more  earnest  and  more  faithful 
prayer,  in  more  devout  acknowledgment  of  de- 
pendence upon  God'g  mercy  in  the  Redeemer^ 
and  by  more  willing  obedience  to  his  laws ;  for 
with  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  faith- 
fully proclaimed  in  the  pulpit,  and  God  con- 
stantly recognised  as  a  reconciled  God,  through 
his  blessed  Son,  in  the  family,  the  institutions 
of  our  country  thus  rest  upon  a  Rock,  against 
which  no  enemy  shall  ever  prevail.  Evangelical 
doctrine  renders  the  Church  impregnable, — de- 
prive her  of  it,  and  her  fall  is  certain ;  thus 
Luther  thought,  when  he  characterised  it  as  "ilr- 
ticulm  stantis  vel  cadentis  Eccksice"  Although 
it  be  not,  therefore,  with  carqal  weapons,  that 
the  cause  of  the  Church  is  to  be  exclusively 
maintained,  still  there  are  seasons  in  which 
her  banners  may  be  unfurled,  her  numbers  an- 
nounced, and  her  power  to  resist  her  adver- 
saries may  be  judiciously  displayed,  for  she 
is  alike  bound  to  demand  her  rights,  and  to 
defend  them.  That  season  has  now  arrived, 
and  we  are  confident,  under  the  Divine  bless- 
ing, her  exertions  will  be  effectual,  not  only 
for  securing  her  own  stability,  but  in  greatly 
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adding  to  her  resources  for  promoting  the  cause 
of  national  religion. 

The  discourses  in  the  work  now  before  the 
reader,  are  from  a  great  variety  of  texts,  but 
all  connected  with  the  announcement  of  God 
as  a  reconciled  God,  in  Christ  Jesus.  Indeed, 
from  the  prominence  given  to  this  doctrine,  the 
Author  is  aware  he  may  subject  himsef  to  a 
charge  of  Methodism,  from  certain  well-inten- 
tioned members  of  the  Church  of  England,  He 
bows  to  the  charge,  which  he  is  well  able  to  bear 
in  its  doctrinal  application,  while  in  its  practical 
application,  he  refers  those  who  consider  method- 
ism  as  hostile  to  the  Churchy  to  the  conduct  of 
a  numerous  body,  who  cheerfully  assume  that 
name,  and  who,  in  trying  circumstances,  have 
illustrated  how  beautifully  the  pure  doctrines  of 
Christianity  direct  the  sincere  heart  in  the  paths  of 
peace,  and  of  true  wisdom.  The  Wesley  an  Metho- 
dists have  refused  to  join  in  the  calumnies  and  mis- 
representations of  the  enemies  of  the  Established 
Church,  and  in  thus  declining  to  unite  with  them  for 
her  overthrow,  have  hitherto  presented  an  important 
barrier  between  the  Church,  and  her  unreason- 
able foes.    While  the  Author  has,  therefore,  en- 
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deavoured  to  give  evangelical  doctrine  the  place 
in  this  volume  to  which  he  thinks  it  justly  en- 
titled, practical  doctrine,  he  trusts,  has  not  been 
neglected.  As  virithout  faith  it  is  impossible  to 
please  God,"  so  it  is  equally  certain,  "  by  their 
fruits"  the  genuine  disciples  of  the  Saviour  are  to 
be  recognised.  One  discourse  has  been  devoted 
to  the  subject  of  Sabbath  sanctification.  Were 
there  no  State  Religion,  the  observance  of  the 
Sabbath,  even  as  a  day  of  rest  from  worldly 
labour,  would,  it  is  to  be  feared,  by  many 
be  no  longer  continued ;  the  poor  would  be 
denied  the  privilege  of  hearing  the  Gospel 
preached  unto  them ;  a  flood  of  immorality  and 
irreligion  would  burst  upon  devoted  England,  and 
her  honourable  name  would,  ere  long,  cease  to 
be  respected  amongst  the  nations.  The  manner 
in  which  the  Sabbath  is  to  be  sanctified  is  taught 
in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  commending  to  every 
man  their  perusal,  we  shall  only  remark,  that  as 
the  religious  observance  of  God's  holy  day  must 
be  beneficial  to  the  soul,  so,  the  neglect  of  such 
an  observance  may,  nay,  must  be  detrimental,  to 
our  immortal  interests. 
Several  of  these  discourses  have  for  their  sub- 
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ject  the  duty  and  importance  of  prayer.  The 
author  believes  a  form  of  prayer  to  be  the  most 
generally  appropriate  for  social  worship,  and 
hence  a  form  of  prayer  is  included  in  this  work. 
The  collect  of  the  day,  and  a  portion  of  Scrip- 
ture, appeared  also  indispensable. 

With  the  hope  that  this  book  may  be  useful, 
not  only  in  Family  Worship^  but  also  to  those 
who  may  be  at  a  distance  from  church,  or  who 
ftota  other  causes  may  be  unable  to  attend  her 
Sabbath  services ;  it  is  commended  to  the  Chris- 
tian reader,  under  the  sincere  feeling,  that  how 
numerous  soever  may  be  its  defects,  there  is  value 
given  to  its  pages  by  this  announcement  being  im- 
plied in  every  discourse, — "  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whoso- 
ever believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have 
everlasting  life."  May  the  Divine  Spirit  of  all 
grace  ever  bless  the  word,  making  it  quick,  and 
piercing,  and  powerful,  in  affecting  the  hearts  of 
those  who  read,  and  of  those  who  hear,  and  may 
they  read  and  hear  as  for  eternity  ! 
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FIRST  SUNDAY  IN  ADVENT. 


Let  m  pray. 

Almighty  God,  give  us  grace,  that  we  may  cast 
away  the  works  of  darkness,  and  put  upon  us  the 
armour  of  light,  now  in  the  time  of  this  mortal  life, 
in  which  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  came  to  visit  us  in 
great  humility  ;  that  in  the  last  day,  when  he  shall 
come  again  in  his  glorious  majesty,  to  judge  both 
the  quick  and  dead,  we  may  rise  to  the  life  im- 
mortal, through  him  who  liveth  and  reigneth  with 
thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  now  and  ever.  Amen. 

Holy,  holy,  holy  Lord  God  of  hosts,  heaven  and 
earth  are  full  of  the  majesty  of  thy  glory.  Lord 
there  is  none  among  the  gods  like  unto  thee,  glori- 
ous in  holiness,  fearful  in  praises,  doing  wonders. 
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We  confess  before  thee,  heavenly  Father,  our  un- 
worthiness  of  the  least  of  thy  favours.  We  have 
done  the  things  we  ought  not  to  have  done,  vire 
have  offended  against  thy  most  holy  law,  and  there 
is  no  health  in  us.  Yet,  blessed  be  thy  name,  we 
are  now  permitted  to  approach  thy  throne  of 
mercy,  through  the  merits  of  the  Redeemer, 
who  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,  who  is 
thine  accepted  sacrifice,  and  in  whom  thou  art  well 
pleased.  Wondrous  love !  gracious  condescension ! 
Thou  didst  not  spare  thine  only  begotten  Son,  but 
didst  freely  give  him  up  to  the  death  ifor  us.  Great, 
oh,  great  indeed,  is  the  mystery  of  godliness !  Jesus 
died,  the  just  for  the  unjust,  to  reconcile  us  to  God. 
Lord,  we  pray  thee  to  wash,  and  purify,  and  sanc- 
tify us  in  his  precious  blood.  Let  the  Spirit  of  all 
grace,  dwell  in  us  richly.  Let  us  become  new 
creatures  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  for  his  sake  grant, 
that  with  our  errors  all  pardoned,  and  our  sins  all 
forgiven,  our  future  life  may  abound  in  the  fruits 
of  the  Spirit,  with  true  lowliness  and  meekness; 
with  long-suffering,  forbearing  one  another  in  love; 
we  being  purified  and  prepared  for  every  good 
work,  and  filled  with  the  fruits  of  righteousness, 
which  are  by  Jesus  Christ,  unto  thy  glory  and 
praise.  O  gracious  God,  hear  and  mercifully  ac- 
cept these  our  humble  petitions,  for  Jesus'  sake, 
who  while  on  earth  taught  us  thus  to  pray, — 

Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
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on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation^  but  deliver  us  from  evil;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

Here  followeth  the  portion  of  Scripture  as  it  is 
written  in  Saint  Lukes  Gospel^  the  2nd  chapter^ 
from  the  8th  to  the  20th  verse. 

"  And  there  were  in  the  same  country,  shepherds  abid- 
ing in  the  field,  keeping  watch  over  their  flock  by  night. 
And,  lo,  the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  shone  round  about  them ;  and  they  were 
sore  afraid.  And  the  angel  said  imto  them,  Fear  not ;  for, 
behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which  shall 
be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  bom  this  day,  in  the 
city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Christ  the  Lord.  And 
this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you;  ye  shall  find  the  babe 
wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a  manger.  And 
suddenly  there  was  with  the  angels,  a  multitude  of  the  hea- 
venly host  praising  God,  and  saying.  Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men.  And 
it  came  to  pass,  as  the  angels  were  gone  away  fix>m  them 
into  heaven,  the  shepherds  said  one  to  another.  Let  us  now 
go  even  unto  Bethlehem,  and  see  this  thing  which  is  come 
to  pass,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  known  unto  us.  And 
they  came  with  haste,  and  found  Mary  and  Joseph,  and 
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the  babe  lying  in  a  manger.  And  when  they  had  seen  it, 
they  made  known  abroad  the  saying  that  was  told  them 
concerning  the  child.  But  all  they  that  heard  it,  won- 
dered at  these  things  which  were  told  them  by  the  shep- 
herds. But  Mary  kept  all  these  things,  and  pondered 
them  in  her  heart.  And  the  shepherds  returned,  glorifying 
and  praising  God  for  all  the  things  that  they  had  heard  and 
seen,  as  it  was  told  unto  them.'* 


SERMON  I. 

THE  ADVENT  OF  CHRIST. 

In  Saint  Luke's  Gospel,  2nd  chapter,  \3th  and 
lAth  verses  it  is  thus  written : 

And  suddenly  there  was  with  the  angel  a  multitude  of 
the  heavenly  host  praising  God,  and  saying,  Glory  to  God 
in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  toward  men." 

The  fall  of  man  by  sin,  and  his  restoration  to 
God's  favour  by  grace,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our 
Lord,  are  the  supreme  doctrines  of  Christianity. 
Connected  with  these,  however,  are  events  so  sub- 
lime, and  so  mysterious,  that  the  believer,  as  he  ac- 
knowledges their  stupendous  interest  in  time,  is 
persuaded  they  will  be  the  themes  of  his  admira- 
tion and  gratitude  for  ever  in  eternity. 

The  wondrous  event  of  this  world's  creation, 
when,  at  the  voice  of  God,  it  emerged  from  sur- 
rounding darkness,  was  yet  surpassed,  by  the  mi- 


First  Sunday  in  Advent. 


5 


raculous  birth  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  who,  holy, 
harmless,  and  undefiled,  descended  froni  heaven, 
to  dispel  that  moral  darkness  by  which  the  heart 
of  man  had  long  been  surrounded  and  debased. 
Nor  are  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  the  salva- 
tion of  the  world,  to  be  separated.  The  work  of 
creation  was  typical  of  the  work  of  grace.  Did  we 
limit  our  view  to  the  former  subject  alone,  we 
might  indeed  consider  God  as  a  mighty  sovereign, 
enthroned  amidst  angels  and  blessed  spirits,  ever 
ready  to  obey  his  will,  but  whose  government  con- 
ducted by  general  laws,  did  not  superintend  or 
minutely  interfere  with  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  human  race,  whilst  the  latter,  comprehend- 
ing the  Advent,  ministry,  death  and  resurrection  of 
Jesus,  witnesseth,  that  although  Jehovah  be  indeed 
surrounded  by  cherubim  and  seraphim,  who  con- 
tinually do  praise  him,  he  has  evinced  the  most 
affectionate  sympathy  for  our  fallen  and  rebellious 
race ;  and,  with  the  feelings  of  a  gracious  parent, 
hath  called  upon  us  to  return  and  live,  and  hath 
declared  that  in  our  death  he  hath  no  pleasure. 

At  first  creation,  when  the  voice  of  angels  joined 
in  the  hymn  of  the  world's  existence,  as  the 
morning  stars  sang  together,  and  all  the  sons  of 
God  shouted  for  joy,  that  exalted  song  was  lost 
amid  the  praises  of  eternity,  and  the  glories  of 
the  dwelling-place  of  the  blessed.  But  when 
heavenly  music  is  again  heard,  announcing  the 
mission  of  Messiah,  its  words  are  preserved  for 
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the  comfort  of  God'8  church  and  people,  to  be 
had  by  them  in  everlasting  remembrance. 

Before  tlie  angelic  quire  sang  their  anthem 
over  the  plains  of  Bethlehem,  the  Advent  of  Jesus 
had  been  anxiously  expected  amongst  the  Jews. 
The  hope  of  one  who  should  deliver  Israel  was 
almost  universal.  It  is  not  improbable,  therefore, 
that  the  shepherds  of  Judea,  having  placed  their 
flocks  in  safety,  were  in  the  calm  of  night  holding 
converse  regarding  Him  who  was  to  come." 
Darkness  overshadowed  the  plain ;  all  nature  was 
hushed  in  solemn  repose, — when,  lo!  in  a  mo- 
ment the  clouds  are  rolled  aside,  the  heavens  are 
opened,  celestial  music  is  heard,  and  angels  pro- 
claim Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  on  earth 
peace,  good  will  toward  men." 

The  song  of  the  angel  announced,  that  the 
mission  of  Jesus  to  this  world  had  for  its  object 
the  "glory  of  God." 

This  glory  was  realised,  in  Christ's  life  of  per- 
fect obedience.  Adam,  originally  created  after 
the  image  of  God,  had  been  tempted  and  over- 
come. Of  his  descendants,  all  had  sinned,  and 
come  short  of  God's  glory.  That  law  which  God 
himself  had  proclaimed,  amid  the  thunders  of 
Sinai,  was  disobeyed  by  the  people  for  whom  it 
was  first  promulgated ;  Israel  had  forsaken  God, 
and  Jehovah  had  forsaken  his  Israel,  whose  once 
favoured  children  were,  at  Christ's  Advent,  suffer- 
ing under  the  Roman  yoke ;  whilst  the  Gentile 
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nations  around  were  sunk  in  idolatry^  and  by 
nature  knew  not  God. 

When  the  blessed  Jesus  came,  he  fulfilled  God*s 
law,  and  made  it  honourable ;  his  was  a  life  of 
purity,  even  in  the  eye  of  Jehovah — that  eye 
before  whose  glance  the  heavens  are  not  clean. 
God  looked  down  from  the  celestial  glory,  and 
recognised  him  as  an  only  and  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  the  Father  was  "  well  pleased."  I  have 
glorified  thee  on  earth,"  saith  Jesus,  "  I  have 
finished  the  work  which  thou  gavest  me  to  do ; 
and  now,  O  Father,  glorify  thou  me  with  thine 
own  self,  with  the  glory  which  I  had  with  thee 
before  the  world  was." 

The  song  of  the  angels  also  proclaimed, Peace 
on  earth."  Christ,  by  fulfilling  the  law  of  God, 
did  indeed  satisfy  his  Divine  justice ;  but  God 
was  yet  to  be  more  highly  glorified,  by  the 
exhibition  of  his  sovereign  grace  to  a  fallen  and 
sinful  world.  Of  that  world,  justice  demanded 
what  Divme  love  could  alone  fulfil.  Behold  the 
riches  of  redeeming  grace!  See  the  brightness 
of  God's  glory  thus  manifested !  Those  who  truly 
partake  of  that  grace,  become  "  new  creatures." 
From  the  heart  possessed  of  the  peace  of  God, 
every  unruly  passion  is  banished,  and  it  beats  and 
pants  after  more  communion  with  Him  by  whom 
it  is  animated.  It  is  purified  by  the  precious 
blood  of  the  Lamb ;  it  knows  God  as  a  God  of 
love ;  it  has  accepted  his  gracious  invitations ;  it 


8 


First  Sunday  in  Advent. 


has  received  the  promised  rest  and  peace  which 
the  world  cannot  give  nor  take  away.  Grateful 
to  God  for  such  gracious  manifestations  of  his 
goodness,  it  joins  in  the  song  of  the  angels,  as- 
cribing '*  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,"  who  hath 
given  peace  to  his  faithful  and  believing  fol- 
lowers. 

The  expression,  "  good  will  to  men,"  follows  in 
the  angels'  song  the  announcement  of  "  peace." 
Mercy  is  God's  darling  attribute  ;  and  never  was 
it  displayed  in  all  its  glory  so  fully,  as  in  the 
mission  of  God's  eternal  Son.  He  who  was  with 
the  Father  before  all  worlds ;  He  who  was  the 
brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the  express  image  of 
his  person ;  He  who  sat  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
and  with  him  received  the  homage  of  heaven's 
glorious  hosts,  descended  to  suffer  and  to  die  for 
sinful  men.  Observe  the  wondrous  plan,  ema- 
nating from  the  counsels  of  the  Eternal,  to  free 
us  from  deserved  punishment,  and  to  bestow  on 
us  the  riches  of  his  grace  !  He  who  knew  no  sin, 
died,  that  sinners  might  live  for  ever.  He  who  had 
legions  of  angels  at  his  command,  came  meek  and 
lowly,  and  was  rejected,  despised,  and  crucified. 

Greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man 
lay  down  his  life  for  his  friend ;  but  in  this  God 
shewed  his  love  toward  us,  in  that  while  we  were 
yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us."  Remembering  a 
love  so  wondrous,  well  may  we  exclaim,  "  O 
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our  souls,  magnify  the  Lord,  and  glorify  and 
praise  his  holy  name !" 

None  but  the  eternal  Jehovah  could  have  con- 
ceived so  stupendous  a  miracle  of  mercy,  as  the 
Gospel  mystery — none  but  he  could  have  fulfilled 
it.  Experiencing  such  a  proof  of  the  "good  will" 
and  love  of  our  heavenly  Father  towards  us,  in 
that  he  spared  not  his  only-begotten  Son,  but 
freely  gave  him  up  to  the  death  for  us  all,"  be  it 
ours  to  manifest  the  value  we  entertain  for  God's 
unspeakable  gift,  by  freely  accepting  Jesus,  as  he 
is  offered  to  us  in  the  Gospel.  Sensible  of  our 
own  unworthiness,  let  us  flee  to  Him  who  can 
wash  away  all  our  guilt,  who  can  raise  us  to  the 
exalted  rank  and  noble  privilege  of  those  who 
know  God,  as  a  reconciled  God  in  Jesus,  and 
who  are  enabled  to  bless  his  name  and  sing  his 
praise,  as  their  God  and  Father  in  heaven.  Amen. 

Now,  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Blessed  Lord,  who  hast  caused  all  holy  Scripture 
to  be  written  for  our  learning ;  grant  that  we  may 
in  such  wise  hear  them,  read,  mark,  learn,  and  in- 
wardly digest  them,  that  by  patience,  and  comfort 
of  thy  holy  word,  we  may  embrace,  and  ever  hold 
fast  the  blessed  hope  of  everlasting  life,  which  thou 
hast  given  us  in  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

O  Lord,  the  whole  earth  is  enriched  by  thy 
bounty,  and  every  thing  that  lives  depends  upon 
thy  sustaining  hand.  We  desire  at  this  time  to 
praise  thy  great  name,  for  the  blessings  we  enjoy  ; 
for  life,  and  health,  and  all  things.  May  thy  good- 
ness lead  us  to  repentance  for  past  sins,  and  to 
earnest  entreaties,  that  thy  grace  may  keep  us  for 
the  future.  May  the  exhibition  of  so  much  goodness 
on  thy  part,  excite  in  us  gratitude  and  love,  which 
do  thou,  O  God,  enable  us  to  manifest,  in  our 
earnest  endeavours,  through  thy  Holy  Spirit,  to 
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maintain  a  v^k  and  conversation  becoming  the 
Gospel.  Most  especially  we  now  thank  thee,  for 
the  revelation  of  thy  love  to  man  in  the  life,  doc- 
trines, and  death,  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus 
Christ.  Although  men  were  despisers  of  thy  laws, 
and  lovers  of  pleasure  more  than  lovers  of  God, 
thou  hast  graciously  encouraged  them  to  return 
from  darkness  unto  light.  Turn  thou  us,  O  Lord. 
Draw  us,  and  we  shall  run  after  thee.  Lord,  unto 
thee  alone  would  we  come.  We  accept  thy  gra- 
cious invitation.  We  adore  thy  free  grace,  and 
we  bless  thy  holy  name,  for  all  thy  goodness.  May 
we  be  rejoiced  over  in  heaven,  as  sons  who  were 
dead  and  are  alive  again,  who  were  lost  and  are 
found.  O  Lord,  increase  our  faith.  O  Lord,  sanc- 
tify us.  Like  thy  servant  of  old,  may  we  give 
ourselves  wholly  to  thee,  and  as  at  length  he  was 
permitted  to  dwell  in  the  land  of  promise,  and  to 
share  in  its  delights,  so  may  we,  through  thy  mercy 
in  Jesus,  after  our  pilgrimage  here  on  earth  is  at  an 
end,  enjoy  that  heavenly  Canaan,  where  thou  ever 
reignest  in  glory  ineffable.  Hear  us,  O  heavenly 
Father,  for  the  sake  of  our  blessed  Saviour,  who, 
while  on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to  pray, — 

Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us,  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
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thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture,  is  in  the  Second  Epis- 
tle of  Saint  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  5th  chapter, 
from  the  9th  to  the  2ist  verse. 

"  Wherefore  we  labour,  that,  whether  present  or  absent, 
we  may  be  accepted  of  him.  For  we  must  all  appear  be- 
fore the  judgment  seat  of  Christ;  that  every  one  may  re- 
ceive the  things  done  in  his  body,  according  to  that  he 
hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad.  Knowing,  there- 
fore, the  terror  of  the  Lord,  we  persuade  men ;  but  we  are 
made  manifest  unto  God;  and  I  trust,  also,  are  made 
manifest  in  your  consciences.  For  we  commend  not  our- 
selves again  unto  you,  but  give  you  occasion  to  glory  on 
our  behalf,  that  ye  may  have  somewhat  to  answer  them 
which  glory  in  appearance,  and  not  in  heart.  For  whether 
we  be  beside  ourselves,  it  is  to  God ;  or  whether  we  be 
sober,  it  is  for  your  cause,  for  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth 
us,  because  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then 
were  all  dead ;  and  that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  Uve 
should  not  henceforth  live  unto  themselves,  but  unto  him 
which  died  for  them,  and  rose  again.  Wherefore,  hence- 
forth know  we  no  man  after  the  flesh ;  yea,  though  we 
have  known  Christ  after  the  flesh,  yet  now  henceforth 
know  we  him  no  more.  Therefore  if  any  man  be  in  Christ, 
he  is  a  new  creature :  old  things  are  passed  away ;  behold, 
all  things  are  become  new.  And  all  things  are  of  God, 
who  hath  reconciled  us  to  himself  by  Jesus  Christ,  and 
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hath  given  to  us  the  ministry  of  reconciliation ;  to  wit^  that 
God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself,  not 
imputing  their  trespasses  unto  them ;  and  hath  committed 
unto  us  the  word  of  reconciliation.  Now  then  we  are  am- 
bassadors for  Christ,  as  though  God  did  beseech  you  by 
us;  we  pray  you  in  Christ's  stead,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God. 
For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew' no  sin ; 
that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in.  him." 


SERMON  II. 

THE  NECESSITY  OF  REGENERATION. 

In  Saint  PauFs  Second  Epistle  to  the  Corin- 
thians,  the  5th  chapter,  and  17 th  verse,  it  is  thus 
written : 

Therefore  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  crea- 
ture." 

The  more  truly  we  recognise  the  infinite  mercy 
of  God  in  Christ,  the  more  readily  we  shall  recog- 
nise the  depravity  of  the  human  mind,  and  its 
alienation  by  nature  from  God  its  Creator.  In 
characters  of  fire,  written  by  the  Almighty  hand, 
it  is  declared,  that  the  unregenerated  heart  cannot 
discern  the  beauty  of  spiritual  things; — nay,  more, 
that  it  is  "  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  despe- 
rately wicked."  This  truth  is,  alas!  too  often 
exemplified,  when  with  our  souls  occupied  with 
earthly  pleasures,  and  the  vanities  of  a  present 
evil  world,  the  interests  of  eternity  are  neglected 
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and  forgotten ;  and  with  every  desire  directed  to 
temporal  pursuits,  we  care  not  to  consider  our 
all-important  interests  in  that  state  beyond  the 
grave,  which  is  unchangeable  in  its  nature,  as  it 
is  endless  in  its  duration.  Still,  although  we  shut 
our  eyes  to  these  awful  and  important  events,  and 
cling  with  all  our  ardour  to  fleeting  time  and  its 
more  fleeting  pleasures,  after  a  few  short  years 
Death  shall  enter  our  habitation,  and  summon  us 
to  meet  our  God.  What  then  shall  all  our  schemes 
for  temporal  aggrandisement  avail?  Will  they 
not  be  most  distressing  memorials  of  our  folly  ? 
When  that  heart  which  ought  to  have  been  de- 
voted to  the  love  of  Grod,  is  condemned  for  its 
devotion  to  the  world — when  that  soul,  gifted  with 
powers  to  be  exercised  for  the  honour  of  Jehovah, 
has  preferred  the  transitory  applause  of  beings 
feeble  and  erring  as  itself — when,  that  mind 
originally  bearing  the  image  of  God,  and  formed 
for  his  glory,  has  been  prostituted  to  follies  and 
frivolities,  more  fleeting  than  the  flowers  of  spring, 
but  without  their  purity — when  a  spirit  of  pride 
has  pervaded  the  soul,  but  the  Spirit  of  grace  hath 
never  dwelt  therein, — O  this  is  indeed  a  sad,  an 
awful  state !  it  is  to  be  at  enmity  with  God  !'* 
In  every  instance,  such  is  the  state  of  the  natural 
man ;  for  by  nature  he  knows  not  God.  Is  there 
hope,  then,  for  an  erring  creature,  who,  although 
a  sinful,  is  yet  an  immortal  being  ?  What  means 
are  provided  to  rescue  him  from  the  power  of 
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Satan,  and  the  influence  of  those  evil  habits 
which,  if  not  abandoned,  must  hurry  him  to  cer- 
tain destruction  ?  By  no  vague  notions  of  God's 
mercy  to  all  men,  even  to  unrepentant  sinners. 
God's  justice  demands  punishment,  and  denies 
such  mercy.  It  is  only  by  God's  awakening 
grace  in  his  heart,  the  returning  penitent  is  at 
length  taught  the  exceeding  sinfulness  of  sin. 
When  thus  taught,  the  danger  of  delay  in  ac- 
cepting God's  own  terms  of  salvation  comes  with 
power  to  his  soul ;  and  at  length,  perceiving  that 
for  the  offender  there  is  no  independence  in 
Christianity — that  on  Jesus  only  he  must  rely ; 
with  an  humble,  lowly,  and  penitent  heart,  he 
bows  before  a  throne  of  grace,  and  exclaims, 
"  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner !"  The  mys- 
tery and  design  of  the  Saviour's  Advent  are  then 
revealed,  in  a  new  aspect  of  loveliness  and  mercy 
to  his  mind;  in  that  Saviour  he  now  hopes — to 
him  he  looks — in  him  he  believes.  O,  how  blessed 
the  change !  As  the  mariner,  who  all  night  long 
has  been  tossed  on  the  surges  of  a  tempestuous 
ocean,  amid  the  horrors  of  darkness  and  despair, 
now  discerns  the  first  rays  of  the  rising  sun, 
brightening  the  distant  mountains,  and  gradually 
ushering  in  the  serenity  of  a  cloudless  morn, 
while  a  friendly  vessel  approaches  to  his  rescue, 
and,  soon  placed  in  that  ark  of  safety,  he  bids 
away  every  fear ; — so  the  natural  man,  who  trusts 
in  his  own  exertions  for  spiritual  safety,  sustains 
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many  a  weary  conflict  in  danger  and  in  dark- 
ness; but  when  almost  despairing.  One  looks  on 
him  fi*om  above  with  a  brother's  eye,  marks  his 
repentant  sighs,  sees  his  repentant  tears,  en- 
lightens him  with  a  lively  faith,  and,  bearing  him 
onward,  conducts  him  to  a  peaceful  haven  of  rest 
and  of  repose.  To  effect  an  object  so  important, 
two  conditions  are  imperative, — that  we  be  in 
Christ,"  and  that  we  be  "  new  creatures." 

The  first  condition  of  the  text  is  this :  We 
must  be  in  Christ."  This  expression  evidently 
implies  previous  alienation,  and  previous  separa- 
tion from  him ;  while  the  words,  "  if  any  man  be 
in  Christ,"  presupposes  a  powerful  influence,  still 
acting  with  the  majority  of  the  world  as  a  barrier 
to  prevent  reconciliation  between  God  and  man. 
Such  is  sin.  To  remove  that  barrier,  Jesus  de- 
scended and  dwelt  with  men.  If  we  come  to 
him,  as  our  Lord  and  our  Saviour,  believing  and 
obeying  him,  in  a  walk  and  conversation  becom- 
ing the  Gospel,  while  the  love  of  God  'reigns  in 
our  heart,  then  we  experience  the  blessed  vitality 
of  being  "  in  Christ."  We  partake  of  the  glories 
of  redemption,  and  enjoy, 

"  Heayen's  soTereign  blesnngB,  cloBtering  from  the  crou." 

To  be  thus  in  Christ,  we  must  become  "  new 
creatures."  The  expression,  a  new  creature," 
implies  regeneration,  and  regeneration  implies 
that  our  corrupt  natures  are  changed,  that  new 
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feelings^  wishes,  and  desires  are  implanted 
in  our  heart.  Having  "  died  unto  sin,"  we 
are  now  born  "  unto  righteousness."  Former 
sins,  practices,  and  principles,  are  abandoned. 
Spiritual  graces,  and  heavenly  gifts,  yield  their 
precious  fruits  ;  we  now  act  from  spiritual  motives, 
for  a  glorious  end.  Renewed  in  the  whole  man 
after  the  image  of  God,  we  are  washed,  and  puri- 
fied, and  sanctified.  Old  things  are  passed 
away ;  behold,  all  things  are  become  new.  God 
hath  sealed  us,  and  given  us  the  earnest  of  his 
Spirit  in  our  hearts ;  and  we  have  tasted  that  the 
Lord  is  gracious." 

As  God,  in  the  holy  Scriptures,  declares  his 
willingness  to  be  reconciled  to  man,  it  is  the 
imperative  duty  of  man  to  draw  near  unto  God  in 
faith,  and  with  a  willing  heart,  that  he  may  expe- 
rience the  richness  of  pardoning  love.  Salva- 
tion is  offered;  for  God  entreats  us  by  his 
word,  as  well  as  by  his  servants,  to  "  come  unto 
him."  He  entreats  us  by  his  spiritual  blessings, 
he  entreats  us  by  his  temporal  benefits,  saying 
that  he  will  withhold  no  good  thing  from  those 
who  love  him.  But  there  is  an  awful  alternative. 
For  those  who  despise  his  mercy,  who  reject  his 
invitations,  who  desire  not  to  share  in  the  benefits 
of  his  grace,  there  are  in  store  tribulation,  and 
anguish,  and  woe.  If  such  a  character  be  yours, 
O  reflect  on  the  consequences  !  Amid  the  short- 
ness and  uncertainty  of  life,  is  it  not  most  lament- 
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able  folly  to  reject  God's  overtures  of  mercy  ? 
When  Death  silently  steals  into  your  chamber, 
and  throws  away  the  veil  from  his  ghastly  visage, 
whither  shall  you  fly  ?  God,  as  a  reconciled  God 
in  Christ,  you  have  rejected;  the  influences  of 
his  Holy  Spirit  you  have  despised.  Satan,  the 
prince  whom  you  have  served,  derides  in  mockery 
at  your  sufferings ;  and  as  there  is  no  hope  in  the 
grave,  whither  every  moment  you  hasten,  you 
soon  enter  your  lamentable  doom,  unrepentant 
and  unforgiven.  O,  be  persuaded  of  the  riches  of 
God's  love  in  Jesus  !  Come  unto  him,  without 
money  and  without  price.  Earnestly  pray  that 
you  may  be  purified  and  sanctified,  in  the  precious 
blood  of  your  once  crucified  and  now  highly 
exalted  Redeemer.  They  alone  are  safe,  who 
repose  on  the  merits  of  the  Son  of  God.  Happy 
they  who  thus  repose  !  When  death  approaches, 
they  fall  asleep  in  Jesus,  to  awake  in  paradise, 
and  there  to  be  for  ever  with  their  Lord.  Amen. 

The  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  at  thy  first  coming 
didst  send  thy  messenger  to  prepare  thy  way 
before  thee;  grant  that  the  ministers  and  stewards 
of  thy  mysteries  may  likewise  so  prepare  and 
make  ready  thy  way,  by  turning  the  hearts  of  the 
disobedient  unto  the  wisdom  of  the  just,  that  at 
thy  second  coming  to  judge  the  world  we  may  be 
found  an  acceptable  people  in  thy  sight,  who  livest 
and  reignest  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 
ever  one  God,  world  without  end.  Amen. 


Praise  waiteth  for  thee,  O  Lord,  in  Zion ;  unto 
thee  shall  the  vow  be  performed .  O  thou  that  hear- 
est  prayer,  to  thee  shall  all  flesh  come.  We  praise 
thee,  O  God.  We  acknowledge  thee  to  be  the 
Lord.  All  the  earth  doth  worship  thee,  the  Father 
everlasting.  Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  of 
Sabaoth,  heaven  and  earth  are  full  of  the  majesty 
of  thy  glory.  Condescend,  we  entreat  thee,  eternal 
Father,  to  hear  us  when  we  call  upon  thee.  The 
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praises  of  the  saints,  continually  ascending  to  thee 
in  heaven,  prevent  not  thy  acceptance  of  our  pe- 
titions from  this  earth,  for  we  approach  a  throne 
of  Grace,  only  through  the  merits  of  thy  well  be- 
loved Son,  our  mediator:  and  we  bless  thee,  and  we 
bless  him  who  came  in  thy  name,  to  save  us. 
See,  O  God,  our  shield ;  look  upon  us  in  the  face  of 
thine  anointed,  and  for  Jesus'  sake,  we  beseech 
thee  not  only  be  pleased  through  his  atonement  and 
mediation,  to  grant  us  pardon  of  past  transgressions, 
but  so  clothe  us  in  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  and 
so  purify  and  sanctify  us  by  the  Spirit  of  all  grace, 
that  we  may  evermore  love  and  serve  thee,  with 
a  willing  and  ready  obedience.  Let  the  Gospel 
message  come  to  our  hearts  in  spirit  and  in  power. 
May  it,  through  thy  Divine  influence,  enlighten 
our  souls  and  reform  our  lives.  Pardon  our  former 
iniquities,  O  Lord !  Grant  unto  us  genuine  re- 
pentance, and  lift  upon  us  the  light  of  thy  re- 
conciled countenance,  for  the  sake  of  our  only 
mediator  and  advocate,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord, 
who,  while  on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to  pray : 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
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THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans^  the  lOth  chapter ^  from  the  \st  to  the 
nth  verse. 

Brethren,  my  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  Ood  for 
Israel  is,  that  they  might  be  saved.  For  I  bear  them 
record  that  they  have  a  zeal  of  God,  but  not  according  to 
knowledge.  For  they,  being  ignorant  of  God's  righteous- 
ness, and  going  about  to  establish  their  own  righteousness, 
have  not  submitted  themselves  unto  the  righteousness  of 
God*  For  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to 
every  one  that  believeth.  For  Moses  describeth  the  righte- 
ousness which  is  of  the  law,  that  the  man  which  doeth 
those  things  shall  live  by  them.  But  the  righteousness 
which  is  of  faith  speaketh  on  this  wise,  say  not  in  thine 
heart.  Who  shall  ascend  into  heaven  ?  (that  is  to  bring 
Christ  down  from  above ;)  Or,  who  shall  descend  into  the 
deep  ?  (that  is  to  bring  up  Christ  again  from  the  dead.) 
But  what  saith  it  ?  The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy 
mouth,  and  in  thy  heart ;  that  is,  the  word  of  faith  which 
we  preach ;  that  if  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God  hath 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved.  For  with 
the  heart  man  believeth  unto  righteousness ;  and  with  the 
mouth  confession  is  made  unto  salvation.  For  the  scripture 
saith,  whosoever  believeth  on  him  shall  not  be  ashamed. 
For  there  is  no  difference  between  the  Jew  and  the  Greek; 
for  the  same  Lord  over  all  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon 
him.  For  whosoever  shall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  saved.  How  then  shall  they  call  on  him  in 
whom  they  have  not  believed  ?  and  how  shall  they  believe 
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in  him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard  ?  and  how  shall  they 
hear  without  a  preacher  ?  And  how  shall  they  preach  ex- 
cept they  be  sent  ?  As  it  is  written,  How  beautifiil  are  the 
feet  of  them  that  preach  the  Gospel  of  peace,  and  bring 
glad  tidings  of  good  things !  But  they  have  not  all  obeyed 
the  Gospel :  For  Esaias  saith.  Lord,  who  hath  believed 
our  report  ?  So  then  faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hear- 
ing by  the  woi*d  of  God. 


SERMON  III. 

THE  BLESSEDNESS  OF  THE  GOSPEL  OF  PEACE. 

In  the  Prophecies  of  Isaiah,  the  52nd  chapter, 
and  7th  verse,  it  is  thus  written : 

How  beautiful  upon  the  moimtains  are  the  feet  of  him 
that  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth  peace." 

It  hath  pleased  God  to  send  holy  messengers  at 
different  times  to  his  church,  that  they  might  warn, 
instruct,  and  exhort  mankind.  As  one  of  this 
sacred  company,  Isaiah  was  peculiarly  distinguish- 
ed. His  lips  were  touched  with  hallowed  fire  from 
the  altar  of  God,  and  whether  we  meditate  on  the 
eloquence  of  his  exalted  language,  or  consider  the 
clear  anticipations  of  Messiah  which  it  contains, 
its  Divine  inspiration  is  equally  apparent.  How 
beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him 
that  bringeth  good  tidings,"  is  an  expression  which 
conveys  an  agreeable  idea  to  eVery  heart,  but 
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to  the  feelings  of  Jews  it  appealed  yet  more 
powerfully,  since  with  the  everlasting  hills,  reared 
by  the  Almighty  hand,  some  of  the  most  solemn 
—  some  of  the  most  glorious  events  in  their  event- 
ful history  were  associated  ; — so  much  did  these 
feelings  prevail,  that  the  weary  pilgrim  always 
paused  and  worshipped,  when  in  the  distant 
horizon  he  first  descried  those  hills,  whereon  the 
sacred  temple,  and  the  holy  city  of  Jerusalem 
were  reared.  The  "pilgrim  thought  of  Sinai,  of 
its  thunders  and  its  fire,  when  Jehovah  from  his 
sacred  pavilion,  proclaimed  those  laws,  in  the  ful^ 
filment  of  which,  worshippers  were  then  hasten- 
ing to  enter  God's  courts  with  praise  and  thanks- 
giving. He  thought  of  Moses,  the  servant  of  God, 
called  to  ascend  that  mountain  from  whence,  for 
the  first  and  the  last  time,  he  was  to  gaze  on  the 
beauty  and  fertility  of  the  promised  land,  and  in 
the  neighbouring  valley  to  find  a  mysterious  tomb! 
The  pilgrim  also  remembered,  that  God  was  to  be 

praised  in  the  mountain  of  holiness,"  and  grate- 
ful for  experienced  mercies  he  exclaims,  as  the 
mountains  are  round  about  Jerusalem,  so  the 
Lord  is  round  about  his  people,  from  henceforth 
even  for  ever." 

Although  Zion's  mountains  appeared  beautiful 
to  the  pilgrim's  eyes,  still  more  was  he  delighted, 
when  some  messenger  of  peace  approached  with 
signals  of  welcome,  and  words  of  encouragement. 
Now  all  bis  toils  and  dangers  are  forgotten  ;  every 
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fear  is  dismissed  ;  be  is  fondly  hailed  by  many  a 
long  parted  friend,  as  he  ascends  to  the  temple  of 
Jehovah!  and  all  his  hopes  of  happiness  are 
realised,  as  he  unites  in  worship  with  the  countless 
multitude  assembled  to  praise  in  God's  sacred 
courts. 

Whilst  the  Jewish  pilgrim,  sometimes  came 
from  distant  countries  to  join  in  God's  temple 
worship,  the  Christian,  more  highly  favoured,  has 
the  Gospel  brought  to  his  home  ;  where  messages 
of  peace  have  reached  his  ears ;  where  the  word  " 
of  life  hath  been  placed  in  his  hands;  where  he  is 
invited  from  the  temple  of  God,  to  partake  freely 
of  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  purchased  for  him 
by  the  blood  of  Jesus.    To  remove  the  sin  that 
separated  man  from  God  —  to  disclose  a  gracious 
plan  of  forgiveness  ;  to  bestow  new  life  and  grace 
for  the  Christian  course ;  to  elevate  him  to  the 
high  calling  of  a  Believer,  and  to  raise  him  to  the 
dignity  of  a  child  of  God  —  prophets  were  in- 
spired, and  messengers  sent  from  heaven,  and  as 
typical  of  the  great  sacrifice,  the  temple  rites 
ordained,  so  that  in  the  fulness  of  time,  the  triumphs 
of  the  cross  might  be  fully  recognised,  and  the 
blessed  Saviour  hailed  as  the  bright  and  morning 
star  of  hope,  and  the  only  source  of  safety  and 
salvation. 

When  the  services  of  the  Jewish  temple  were 
concluded,  and  the  pilgrim  returned  to  his  native 
home,  how  frequently  would  he  reflect  on  the 
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exalted  privileges,  which  in  that  temple  he  had 
enjoyed,  and  on  the  beauty  and  goodness  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  He  would  delight  to  speak 
of  the  guiding  power,  which  had  not  only  fulfilled 
all  his  desires  of  a  spiritual  nature,  but  had  also 
brought  him  in  safety  and  in  peace  to  his  beloved 
home.  Animated  by  a  kindred  spirit,  the  Chris- 
tian delights  not  only  to  worship  in  the  dwelling 
place  of  the  Most  High,  but  to  meditate  on  its 
holiness,  to  treasure  its  doctrines,  and  thus  happily 
to  experience,  even  in  retirement,  that  a  day  in 
Grod's  courts  is  better  than  a  thousand.  He  rejoices 
to  recount  the  great  things  God  hath  done,  as  well 
for  his  temporal,  as  his  eternal  interests ;  and  as 
he  faithfully  acknowledges  "God  in  all  his  ways," 
so  he  trusts  in  him  for  continual  direction.  He* 
fully  experiences  that  as  the  heavens  are  high 
above  the  earth,  so  great  is  the  mercy  of  God  to 
them  that  fear  him. 

Legal  worship  ceased,  when  having  descended 
from  on  high,  Christ  fulfilled  the  whole  law,  and 
made  it  honourable.  But  his  mission  on  earth 
also  embraced  a  more  endearing  object.  He  came 
into  the  world  to  bring  good  tidings,  to  publish 
peace,"  to  save  sinners."  Whom  Jesus  saves, 
the  Holy  Spirit  sanctifies.  Christ  at  his  altar,  not 
only  administers  the  benefits  of  his  atoning  blood, 
but  a  renewed  heart  is  conferred  on  all  who  come 
unto  him  in  truth.  When  that  heart  b  changed 
from  darkness  to  light,  it  aspires  to  holiest  objects. 
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Anticipating  the  prospect  of  celestial  intercourse 
with  God,  it  rejects  an  atmosphere  of  earthliness, 
and  beats  and  pants  for  immortality ! 

Of  the  Jewish  ritual,  the  benefits  were  conferred 
to  a  portion  of  mankind  comparatively  small,  while 
the  Christian  messenger  is  appointed  to  preach 
**good  tidings"  and  ''peace"  to  "all  nations."  As 
the  believer  values  his  exalted  principles,  so 
he  will  be  anxious  to  extend  the  glad  tidings  of 
salvation  at  home  and  abroad,  even  to  dark  and 
distant  lands.  Let  the  missionary  then  go  forth, 
with  glad  tidings  from  God  to  man ;  cherish  his 
object ;  encourage  his  heart.  This  is  the  method 
God  approves,  for  turning  men  from  darkness  to 
light.  Thus  the  Apostle  argues,  "Whosoever 
calls  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall  be  saved. 
How  then  shall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they 
have  not  believed  ?  And  how  shall  they  believe  in 
him  of  whom  they  have  not  heard?  And  how 
shall  they  hear  without  a  preacher?  And  how 
shall  they  preach  without  they  be  sent  ?  As  it  is 
written,  how  beautiful  are  the  feet  of  them  that 
preach  the  gospel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings 
of  good  things." 

Scripture  certainly  anticipates  a  time,  when  the 
Lord  will  make  a  new  covenant  with  the  house  of 
Israel,  and  the  house  of  Judah.  When  the  scat- 
tered tribes  of  Jehovah's  once  beloved  people, 
shall  as  a  nation,  return  to  Zion,  shall  revisit  the 
scenes  of  their  former  greatness,  and  in  peace 


4 


Third  Sunday  in  Advent.  27 

possess  the  land  of  their  fathers.  Then  their 
recollections,  so  vivid,  of  Sinai  and  of  Horeb,  of 
Nebo,  and  the  Hill  of  Elijah,  shall  give  place  to 
more  affecting  thoughts.  They  shall  then  behold 
that  mountain,  from  which  God  manifest  in  the 
flesh,"  promulgated  to  multitudes  his  heavenly 
precepts  of  genuine  morality,  purity,  and  truth. 
From  thence  they  will  follow  him  to  the  Mount  of 
Transfiguration,  and  with  reverence  acknowledge 
the  voice  that  proclaimed,  "  this  is  my  beloved 
Son."  But  it  is  on  Mount  Calvary,  that  their 
hearts  shall  be  indeed  affected  with  God's  miracles 
of  long  suffering,  tenderness,  and  love.  There 
Jesus  died.  At  that  sight  nature  was  convulsed. 
At  that  hour,  although  the  earth  trembled,  and 
mighty  billows  raged,  and  the  heavens  were 
darkened,  and  the  heavenly  host  who  sung  the 
advent  of  the  Messiah,  lingered  over  his  agony  and 
suffering  in  deepest  sympathy  and  veneration, 
— man,  thoughtless  man,  remained  unmoved,  or 
mocked  at  the  sufferer's  sighs,  as  his  persecutors 
reviled  and  insulted  the  scourged  and  bleeding 
Saviour.  A  day  shall  come,  when  the  veil  shall 
be  removed  from  the  eyes  of  God's  ancient  people. 
The  glories  of  Eternal  Love  shall  burst  upon  their 
view.  Jehovah  returns  to  his  Tsrael,  and  Israel 
prostrate  before  the  cross,  acknowledges  God's  only 
and  beloved  Son.  Grace  reigns!  Jesus  triumphs! 
God  is  glorified !  The  Holy  Spirit  of  peace  de- 
scends, to  guide,  direct,  and  sanctify  the  people 
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of  God,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  light  of  his  coun«> 
teuance ;  that  he  may  be  their  portion  for  ever. 

O  Lord,  in  all  now  before  Thee,  create  a 
clean  heart;"  "renew  a  contrite  spirit."  May  we 
be  children  of  the  true  Israel  of  God,  and  heirs 
of  the  promises !  May  the  glad  tidings  of  salva* 
tion  reach  our  heart,  in  spirit  and  in  power!  May 
we  receive  them  as  messages  from  Heaven! 
Gracious  God  put  away  from  us,  we  beseech  Thee, 
the  natural  man,  with  his  deeds.  Let  us,  by  de- 
votion to  thy  service,  prove  that  we  are  indeed  in 
Jesus.  That  we  have  become  new  creatures. 
"  That  we  walk  not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the 
Spirit ;"  that  the  "  good  tidings"  of  salvation  have 
not  only  reached  our  ears,  but  have  affected  our 
hearts,  and  through  grace  shall,  for  the  future,  re- 
gulate our  lives.  Amen. 

The  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  Grod 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord,  raise  up  (we  pray  thee,)  thy  power,  and 
come  among  us,  and  with  great  might  succour 
us ;  that  whereas,  through  our  sins  and  wicked- 
ness, we  are  sore  let  and  hindered  in  running  the 
race  that  is  set  before  us.  Thy  bountiful  grace 
and  mercy  may  speedily  help  and  deliver  us, 
through  the  satisfaction  of  thy  Son  our  Lord  ;  to 
whom  with  thee,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  honour 
and  glory,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

Our  souls  would  magnify  the  Lord,  and  our 
spirit  would  rejoice  in  God  our  Saviour.  O  Lord, 
thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all  genera- 
tions. Before  the  mountains  were  brought  forth, 
ere  ever  thou  hadst  formed  the  earth,  even  from 
generation  to  generation,  thou  art  God.  Thou, 
O  Lord,  art  a  Spirit;  enable  us  to  worship  thee, 
in  spirit  and  in  truth.  O  grant  that  we  may  be 
grateful  to  thee,  for  thou  art  our  kind  benefactor. 


30 


Fourth  Sunday  in  Advent. 


Enable  us  sincerely  to  praise  thee,  for  thou  art 
greatly  to  be  magnified ;  assist  us,  that  we  may 
truly  honour  thee ;  for  might,  majesty,  dominion, 
and  power,  belong  to  thee,  the  everlasting  God. 
Lord,  teach  us  how  to  pray.  Instruct  us  how  to 
speak  of  the  great  things  thou  hast  done  for  us, 
and  to  tell  of  thy  mighty  acts.  Most  especially 
we  now  rejoice  in,  and  bless  thee,  for  life  and  im- 
mortality, brought  to  light  through  the  Gospel. 

All  unworthy  though  we  be,  we  thank  thee 
that  we  are  permitted  ta  approach  thy  throne  of 
grace,  and  in  the  spirit  of  true  penitents,  at  the  feet 
of  our  Saviour,  to  entreat  thee,  that  we  may  love 
much,  because  much  is  forgiven.  O  Lord,  grant 
that  thy  mercy  may  be  upon  us,  as  our  trust  is  in 
thee.  That,  convinced  of  sin,  we  may  receive 
the  Holy  Spirit,  to  change  our  hearts,  and  to 
make  them  altogether  thine.  May  we  now  enter 
thy  service,  and  henceforth  be  faithful  in  all  its 
requirements.  Protected  by  the  Captain  of  our 
Salvation,  may  we  fear  no  evil.  May  we  know 
thee  as  our  God,  reconciled  in  him,  and  not  im- 
puting unto  us  our  trespasses.  O,  let  a  ray  of  Di- 
vine love  illumine  our  way,  and  cheer  our  earthly 
pilgrimage!  May  we  proceed  on  the  straight 
path,  with  undeviating  step,  with  unquenchable 
vigour,  and  at  length  do  thou,  gracious  Father, 
bring  us  in  peace  to  thy  heavenly  mansions  above ; 
through  the  merits  of  our  Ix)rd  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  who  taught  us  thus  to  pray  : — 


Fourth  Sunday  in  Advent. 


31 


Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture^  is  written  in  the  Second 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  1st  chapter,  from  the  \st 
to  the  lAth  verse. 

"  Paul,  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ,  by  the  will  of  God, 
and  Timothy  our  brother,  unto  the  church  of  God  which 
is  at  Corinth,  with  all  the  saints  which  are  in  all  Achaia : 
grace  he  to  you,  and  peace,  from  God  our  Father,  and 
from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Blessed  be  God,  even  the 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies, 
and  the  God  of  all  comfort :  who  comforteth  us  in  all  our 
tribulation,  that  we  may  be  able  to  comfort  them  which 
are  in  any  trouble,  by  the  comfort  wherewith  we  our- 
selves are  comforted  of  God.  For  as  the  sufferings  of 
Christ  abound  in  us,  so  our  consolation  also  aboundeth 
by  Christ.  And  whether  we  be  afflicted,  it  is  for  your 
consolation  and  salvation,  which  is  effectual  in  the  endur- 
ing of  the  same  sufferings  which  we  also  suffer :  or  whether 
we  be  comforted,  it  is  for  your  consolation  and  salvation. 
And  our  hope  of  you  is  steadfast,  knowing  that  as  ye 
are  partakers  of  the  sufferings,  so  shall  ye  be  also  of  the 
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consolation.  For  we  would  not,  brethren,  have  you  igno- 
rant of  our  trouble  which  came  to  us  in  Asia,  that  we  were 
pressed  out  of  measure,  above  strength,  insomuch  that  we 
despaired  even  of  life  :  but  we  had  the  sentence  of  death 
in  ourselves,  that  we  should  not  trust  in  ourselves,  but  in 
God  which  raiseth  the  dead ;  who  delivered  us  from  so 
great  a  death,  and  doth  deUver,  in  whom  we  trust  that  he 
will  yet  deliver  us.  Ye  also  helping  together  by  prayer 
for  us,  that,  for  the  gift  bestowed  upon  us  by  the  means  of 
many  persons,  thanks  may  be  given  by  many  on  our  be- 
half. For  our  rejoicing  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  con- 
science, that  in  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity,  not  with 
fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our 
conversation  in  the  world,  and  more  abundantly  to  you- 
ward.  For  we  write  none  other  things  unto  you,  than 
what  ye  read  or  acknowledge,  and  I  trust  ye  shall  ac- 
knowledge even  to  the  end.  As  also  ye  have  acknow- 
ledged us  in  part,  that  we  are  your  rejoicing,  even  as  ye 
also  are  ours  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jesus." 


SERMON  IV. 

THE  BELIEVER'S  HOPE. 

In  the  Second  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  the  5tk 
chapter,  and  1st  verse,  it  is  thus  written. 

"  For  we  know  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  taber- 
nacle were  dissolved,  we  have  a  building  of  God,  an  house 
not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.*' 

There  is  as  much  evidence  of  mind,  as  of  mat- 
ter.   We  discern  by  our  power  of  sight  what  is 
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before  us.  We  can  also,  by  memory,  recal  to  our 
thoughts  the  same  image,  although  it  be  absent. 
In  the  former  case,  we  employ  our  vision,  a  bodily 
faculty ;  in  the  latter,  our  memory,  a  faculty  of 
mind. 

The  soul,  therefore,  possesses  powers  as  well  as 
the  body,  and  hence,  like  it,  must  exist.  If  we 
consider  the  construction  of  mind,  how  it  is  able 
to  embrace  many  intricate  subjects,  many  ab- 
struse sciences,  how  it  delights  in  the  continual 
acquisition  of  knowledge,  and  in  the  progress  of 
ceaseless  improvement.  If  we  consider,  that  not 
only  the  inspired  writers  of  the  Scriptures,  but 
many  of  the  philosophers  and  princes  of  profane 
history  have  acknowledged  the  existence,  powers, 
and  quenchless  love  for  new  acquirements,  of  an 
undying  principle  within,  shall  we  refuse  our  assent 
to  the  incontrovertible  proposition,  the  soul  of  man 
is  immortal  ?  It  is  this  immortality,  this  endless 
vitality  of  the  soul,  that  gives  so  much  interest  to 
the  matters  of  eternity,  since  it  involves  the  mo- 
mentous fate  of  an  everlasting  being.  When  we 
reflect  that  the  eternity  of  that  being  must  be 
either  with  God,  as  a  reconciled  God  in  the  ful- 
ness of  joy,  or,  awful  thought !  in  everlasting  pun- 
ishment !  it  becomes  us  well  to  enquire,  whether 
we  may  hope  for  a  place  in  the  house  not  made 
with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens." 

Saint  Paul,  in  the  text,  evidently  alludes  to  a 
separation  of  the  soul  from  the  body,  when  that 
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union  now  existing  shall  be  dissolved,  when  life's 
fitful  fever  shall  terminate,  and  the  once  suffering 
saint  shall  find  that  welcome  to  his  Father's  house 
prepared  for  him,  which  he  through  faith  could 
sometimes  on  earth,  although  faintly,  anticipate. 
A  crown  of  heavenly  radiance.  A  melodious  hymn 
of  gratulation,  a  joyful  entrance  to  the  celestial 
mansions,  are  now  his  own,  and  these  await  all  the 
true  and  faithful  followers  of  Jesus. 

The  hope  of  such  an  inheritance  elevates  the 
soul  of  the  believer  above  all  the  trials  and  disap- 
pointments of  life.  It  is  an  eternal  inheritance 
that  is  promised.  It  is  in  heaven,  whither  Jesus 
hath  gone.  Earthly  possessions  are  uncertain  and 
insecure,  but  he  who  striveth  to  attain  a  house 
not  made  with  hands,"  desires  to  rear  his  hope  on 
a  surer  foundation,  than  the  unsubstantial  acquisi- 
tions of  a  world  that  passeth  away.  Even  when 
he  sows  in  tears,  God  ere  long  enables  him  to  reap 
in  joy.  Every  sigh  of  sorrow  is  hushed,  for  God 
is  his  consolation.  He  lives  in  an  exalted  com- 
munion with  his  heavenly  Father,  and  thus  an 
exalting  principle  ever  animates  his  heart.  The 
Christian  walks  with  God.  At  length  death 
approaches  undreaded.  He  that  falleth  asleep  in 
Jesus,  need  fear  no  evil. 

The  assertion  in  the  text  should  also  assist  us  in 
resisting  temptation  to  sin.  If  in  this  life  only  we 
had  hope,  we  truly  would  consult  our  own  happi- 
ness by  hating  every  appearance  of  evil ;  but  those 
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who  think  justly  as  to  the  importance  of  a  future  and 
enduring  state,  feel  how  greatly  the  inducements 
to  a  life  of  holiness  are  increased,  by  a  knowledge 
of  God's  immutable  law,  that  in  the  city  of  the 
blessed,  sin  shall  never  enter.  By  the  unveiling 
to  their  souls  of  a  holier  and  happier  existence 
than  the  present,  God  thus  raises  their  desires 
from  earth  to  heaven,  dims  to  their  eye  the  allure- 
ments of  worldly  pleasures,  and  fills  their  hearts 
with  rapturous  prospects  of  blessedness  above. 
The  temptations  of  Satan  become  more  feeble, 
when  the  soul  thus  delights  itself  in  the  enjoyment 
of  God,  and  are  altogether  resisted,  when  by  grace, 
Christ  and  his  kingdom  are  the  constant  subjects 
of  the  believer's  hopes.  How  truly  then  is  the 
Christian  privileged !  The  performance  of  his  duty 
to  Grod,  through  assisting  grace,  united  to  faith  in 
Christ,  with  the  glorious  hope  of  eternal  happiness 
in  heaven,  raises  hin^  alike  above  the  fears  and 
calamities,  the  sins  and  follies  of  time,  and  on  earth 
disposes  him  to  purer  and  holier  aspirations,  pre- 
paratory to  a  full  enjoyment  of  that  house  not 
made  with  hands,"  which  shall  be  ''eternal  in  the 
heavens/' 

Consider  likewise  the  nature  of  the  Apostle's 
hope.  He  was  a  zealous  preacher  of  that  Gospel, 
which  brought  life  and  immortality  clearly  to  light. 
He  rejoiced  in  its  doctrines — its  discoveries  and  its 
promises.  Its  doctrines  announce  to  man  deliver- 
ance from  the  power  of  sin,  and  declare  a  scheme 
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by  which  the  repentant  sinner  may  become  a  child 
of  God.    Its  discoveries  disclose,  that  upon  this 
fallen  world,  he  who  was  the  brightness  of  his 
Father's  glory,  descended  from  heaven,  and  de- 
clared that  through  faith  in  his  name  salvation  was 
offered  to  mankind.    The  promises  of  the  Gospel 
may  truly  rejoice  the  heart  of  believers,  and  en- 
courage them  in  their  striving  after  a  blessed  immor- 
tality.  The  spark  of  heavenly  affection,  that  on 
earth,  alas !  too  often  but  feebly  illumined  the  heart 
of  the  Christian,  shall  brighten  every  thought, 
when  fanned  by  the  air  of  paradise,  and  ascending 
before  the  altar  of  God,  as  it  mingles  with  the  ra- 
diance of  heaven,  shall  be  accepted  as  a  token  of 
love  by  Jehovah ;  while  the  soul,  restored  to  more 
than  pristine  purity^  shall  commingle  with  the 
essence  of  the  Eternal.    Let  us  aspire  to  these 
blessings;  Christ's  mission  could  not  be  in  vain. 
The  redeemed  no  man  can  number.    There  is 
still  room  for  true  disciples  at  the  table  of  Jesus, 
still  efficacy  in  his  purifying  blood.  O  for  that  per- 
fect faith  which  never  wavereth !    O  that  we  may 
sincerely  place  all  our  hopes  and  trust  on  him, 
who  is  mighty  to  save !    May  we  know  in  truth, 
and  in  spirit,  that  he  that  spared  not  his  own  Son 
but  delivered  him  up  to  the  death  for  us  all,  shall 
with  him  also  freely  give  us  all  things!  This 
was  the  true  knowledge  the  Apostle  attained. 
By  this  knowledge  he  looked  for  heavenly  man- 
sions of  purity  and  peace,  and  these  he  now  en- 
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joys.  Be  it  ours,  like  him,  fully  to  experience, 
that  when  the  earthly  house  of  this  tabernacle  is 
dissolved,  we,  through  the  merits  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  may  have  an  house  not  made 
with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens."  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  al- 
ways. Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  God,  who  hast  given  us  thy  only  be- 
gotten Son  to  take  our  nature  upon  him,  and  as  at 
this  time  to  be  born  of  a  pure  virgin  ;  grant  that 
we,  being  regenerate,  and  made  thy  children  by 
adoption  and  grace,  may  daily  be  renewed  by  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  through  the  same,  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  liveth  and  reigneth  with  thee  and 
the  same  Spirit,  ever  one  God,  world  without 
end.  Amen. 


Thine,  O  Lord,  are  the  greatness,  and  the  power, 
and  the  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.  All  things  that 
are  in  the  heavens  and  in  the  earth  are  thine. 
Thou  art  exalted  above  the  highest  thoughts  of 
men,  or  of  angels.  The  glorious  messengers  who 
surround  thy  throne,  are  only  living  witnesses  of 
thy  power  and  greatness ;  by  thy  command  they 
existed;  and  in  thee  alone,  they  live,  and  move, 
and  have  their  being :  those  angelic  spirits,  those 
ministers  as  flames  of  fire,  bow  before  thee  iu 
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holiest  adoration.  Praise,  eternal  praise^  to  thee 
our  Father,  thou  hast  also  permitted  us  on  earth, 
to  unite  with  thy  glorified  worshippers  in  heaven, 
to  bless  thy  most  holy  name,  and  to  speak  of  thy 
mercy  and  grace.  Feeling  our  unworthiness,  we 
trust  in  the  merits,  the  righteousness,  and  sacrifice 
of  Jesus  Christ  alone  for  salvation.  We  rejoice 
in  him  who  was  mighty  to  save.  We  pray  for 
grace  that  we  may  receive  and  accept  him  as  our 
Lord  and  Redeemer.  We  bless  thee  that  the 
faithful  in  Christ  Jesus,  are  exalted  to  the  high 
privileges  of  pardon  and  grace.  Lord,  we  believe ; 
help  thou  our  unbelief.  Redeemed  not  with  cor- 
ruptible things  as  of  silver  and  gold,  but  with  the 
precious  blood  of  the  Lamb,  may  we  live  as  true 
disciples  of  him  whom  we  acknowledge  to  be  our 
Lord  and  our  Saviour.  We  adore  thy  mercy, 
that  when  sacrifice  and  ofiering  thou  wouldst  not, 
and  in  them  hadst  no  pleasure,  thine  eternal  Son 
declared,  Lo !  I  come  to  do  thy  will,  O  God. 
Having  died  for  our  iniquities,  we  rejoice  that  he 
rose  again  for  our  justification,  that  he  now  lives 
to  bless  and  direct  his  people,  to  intercede  for 
returning  sinners ;  to  protect  his  church,  and  to 
make  his  true  disciples  more  than  conquerors, 
through  him  who  loved  them.  O,  our  God  we  pray 
thee,  wash  away  our  guilt,  deliver  us  from  the 
power  and  influence  of  sin,  and  let  thy  Holy  Spirit 
dwell  in  us  richly,  even  for  the  sake  of  our  blessed 
Redeemer,  who  taught  us  thus  to  pray,— 
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Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaveii,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  First  Epistle  to 
the  Corinthians,  the  1 5th  chapter,  from  the  45M 
verse. 

"  And  so  it  is  written,  the  first  man  Adam  was  made  a 
living  soul,  the  last  Adam  was  made  a  quickening  spirit 
Howbeit  that  was  not  first  which  is  spiritual,  but  that  which 
is  natural ;  and  afterward  that  which  is  spiritual.  The 
first  man  is  of  the  earth,  earthy ;  the  second  man  is  the 
Lord  firom  heaven.  As  is  the  earthy,  such  are  they  also 
that  are  earthy  ;  and  as  is  the  heavenly,  such  are  they  also 
that  are  heavenly.  And  as  we  have  home  the  image  of 
the  earthy,  we  shall  also  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly. 
Now  this  I  say,  brethren,  that  flesh  and  blood  cannot  in- 
herit the  kingdom  of  God ;  neither  doth  corruption  inherit 
incormption.  Behold,  I  shew  you  a  mystery ;  we  shall  not 
all  sleep,  but  we  shall  all  be  changed,  in  a  moment,  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump;  (for  the  trumpet  shall 
sound;)  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  and  we 
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shall  be  changed.  Forthis  coiruptible  must  put  on  incorrup- 
tion,  and  this  mortal  must  put  on  immortality.  So  when  this 
corruptible  shall  have  put  on  incomiption,  and  this  mortal 
shall  have  put  on  immortality,  then  shsdl  be  brought  to 
pass  the  saying  that  is  written.  Death  is  swallowed  up  in 
victory.  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave,  where  is 
thy  victory  ?  The  sting  of  death  is  sin  ;  and  the  strength 
of  sin  is  the  law.  But,  thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us 
the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore,  my 
beloved  brethren,  be  ye  steadfast,  unmoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  ye  know 
that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 


SERMON  V. 

THE  FALL  OF  ADAM. 

In  the  book  of  Genesis,  3rd  chapter,  verses  dth 
and  lOth,  it  is  thus  written : 

And  the  Lord  God  called  unto  Adam,  and  said  unto 
him.  Where  art  thou  ?  And  he  said,  I  heard  thy  voice 
in  the  garden,  and  I  was  afraid." 


Adam  placed  in  the  garden  of  Eden,  to  keep 
it  and  to  dress  it,  lived  in  holy  communion  not 
only  with  angels  and  the  blessed  intelligences  of 
heaven,  but  even  with  God  his  Creator. 

The  fruits  of  paradise  were  enjoyed  with  a  higher 
relish,  from  the  constant  recognition  of  the  boun- 
tiful band  by  which  they  were  bestowed,  and  the 
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morning  and  evening  service  of  prayer  and  of 
praise  were  more  happily  performed,  when  ac- 
companied by  heartfelt  acknowledgments  of 
grateful  affection  to  the  Almighty  Father  in 
heaven. 

How  long  Adam  enjoyed  a  state  of  happiness 
so  delightful,  the  scriptures  do  not  narrate.  If  it 
were  only  for  a  short  time,  is  it  not  wonderful  he 
did  not  most  anxiously  strive  to  prolong  it  ?  If  it 
were  for  a  more  extended  period,  we  may  indeed 
wonder,  that  after  such  evident  displays  of  God's 
power  and  goodness,  he  should  dare  to  violate 
God's  laws,  and  thus  destroy  all  his  enjoyments. 
Yet  ere  we  condemn  Adam,  let  us  consider  our 
own  conduct.  Where  is  the  person  amongst  us, 
who  does  not  live  by  the  mercy,  and  exist  by  the 
long-suffering  of  God  ?  Surrounded  by  impressive 
examples  of  his  power,  have  we  not  set  at  nought 
his  laws  ?  or  if  for  a  time  we  have  really  taken 
pleasure  in  them,  have  not  the  allurements  of  the 
world,  and  the  deceitfulness  of  sin,  too  often,  alas  1 
caused  us  to  forget  him  on  whom  we  depend,  for 
life,  and  breath,  and  all  things  ?  It  must^  indeed 
be  confessed,  that  the  lives  of  all  men,  even  the 
most  worthy,  betray  many  imperfections,  and  too 
certainly  prove  the  impossibility  of  the  best  ser- 
vices of  men  being  suflScient  to  justify  them, 
before  the  penetrating  eye  of  our  omniscient  and 
holy  Judge.  Our  enemy,  the  devil,  is  watchful, 
and  he  addresses  himself  to  our  peculiar  weak- 
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nesses.  Now,  he  tempts  our  ambition.  Do  as  I 
recommend/'  he  whispers,  and  ye  shall  be  as 
gods/'  or  he  deludes  our  judgments,  and  excites 
our  imagination,  by  some  coloured  vanity,  "  Ye 
shall  not  surely  die,  for  in  the  day  ye  eat  thereof, 
your  eyes  shall  be  opened." 

Such  was  the  manner  in  which  the  first  man 
was  tempted  —  such  the  temptation  before  which 
he  fell.  Thus  the  awful  penalty  was  incurred  of 
alienation  from  God,  and  the  dreadful  sentence 
pronounced  upon  fallen  man,  ''Dust  thou  art, 
and  unto  dust  thou  shalt  return." 

After  the  fearful  guilt  of  Adam,  his  existence 
was  indeed  prolonged  for  a  season ;  but  when  that 
season  had  passed  away,  his  doom,  and  that  of 
all  his  descendants,  was  death.  And  if  the  guilt, 
under  which  Adam  suffered,  entailed  punish- 
ment on  him,  alas !  we  also  too  often  see,  that  his 
descendants  likewise,  by  actual  transgression,  and 
wilful  neglect  of  God's  law,  partake  of  Adam's 
sinful  nature,  and  are  obnoxious  to  the  accumu- 
lated punishment  of  his  guilt,  and  of  their  own. 
Is  there  a  man  upon  earth,  who,  had  he  to  act  with 
a  fellow-creature,  would  not  dread  to  offend  him 
whose  kindness  he  had  often  experienced,  who 
ceased  not  to  bestow  renewed  marks  of  favour, 
and  continued  instances  of  love  ?  Notwithstand- 
ing, have  not  all  of  us  rebelled  against  God,  and 
lightly  esteemed  the  Rock  of  our  salvation?  — 
Truly  to  us  belong  shame  and  confusion  of  face. 
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It  was  thus  also  with  Adam.  Ere  he  fell,  when  the 
healthful  employments  of  the  day  were  finished, 
how  oft  in  the  evening  calm,  had  he  sat  by  the  en- 
trance of  his  bower,  to  mark  the  flight,  or  listen  to 
the  voice  of  angels,  or  to  hail  with  joy  the  approach 
of  the  coming  Deity.  But,  now  that  Satan  had 
beguiled  him,  his  dispositions  are  altogether 
changed,  and  although  God  approached  as  for- 
merly, not  in  the  thunders  of  his  wrath  to  anni- 
hilate the  offenders  of  his  law,  but  walking  in  the 
garden  in  the  cool  of  the  day,  such  a  circum- 
stance, formerly  hailed  as  a  new  and  gracious 
proof  of  God's  condescension  and  goodness,  is 
now  a  signal  for  apprehension,  fear,  and  trembling, 
preceding  deserved  punishment.  All  guilty  and 
conscience-stricken,  Adam  vainly  strives  to  hide 
himself  from  the  pervading  presence,  and  the  an- 
ticipated vengeance  of  an  offended  God. 

The  trembling  criminal  in  vain  endeavours  to 
shelter  himself  from  the  all-seeing  eye  of  the 
Eternal  Judge.  His  sin  findeth  him  out.  His 
fear  betrayeth  him.  He  condemns  himself.  God, 
who  cannot  look  upon  sin  but  with  abhorrence, 
no  longer  recognises  his  own  holy  image,  in  the 
guilty  father  of  the  human  race,  and  seeing  that 
Adam  had  preferred  the  service  of  sin,  to  that  of 
righteousness,  God  averts  his  countenance  of 
peace  from  the  offender,  and  solemnly  pronounces 
his  &tal  condemnation,  Cursed  be  the  ground 
for  thy  sake ;  in  sorrow  shalt  thou  eat  of  it,  all  the 
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days  of  thy  life,  in  the  sweat  of  thy  brow  shalt 
thou  eat  bread,  until  thou  return  to  the  ground, 
for  out  of  it  wast  thou  taken,  and  unto  dust  shalt 
thou  return." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  chapter  from  which 
our  text  is  selected,  a  glimpse  is  afforded  of  those 
distinguished  beings,  who  are  employed  to  fulfil  the 
commands  of  the  Almighty.  They  too  have  assumed 
a  new  character.  Their  green  palms  of  peace 
are  now  thrown  aside,  and,  as  if  aware  of  the 
conflict  about  to  take  place,  between  the  sons  of 
(xod  and  the  powers  of  hell,  they  are  represented 
as  girding  their  swoi*ds  upon  their  thigh,  and  pre- 
paring for  their  stations  in  the  approaching  com- 
bat. "  God  placed  at  the  garden  cherubim,  and 
a  flaming  sword,  which  turned  every  way,  to 
keep  the  way  of  the  tree  of  life." 

The  expulsion  from  Eden,  however,  was  pre- 
ceded by  the  promise  of  the  birth  of  one  "  who 
should  bruise  the  serpent's  head,"  and  it  is  the 
high  privilege  of  Christians  to  know  this  promise 
has  been  fulfilled.  In  the  fulness  of  time,  the 
heavens  were  opened,  the  advent  of  the  blessed 
Saviour  announced,  and  peace  and  reconciliation 
between  God  and  man  proclaimed.  Without  sin, 
the  Holy  Jesus  came  into  a  sinful  world,  to  take 
unto  himself  a  human  form.  For  a  time  to  veil 
his  Godhead  in  childhood's  innocence,  to  live 
amongst  his  unenlightened  countrymen,  who 
knew  not  the  Lord  of  Glory,  although  prophets 
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had  foretold  bis  mission,  and  a  voice  from  heaven 
had  declared  his  Godhead,  and  miracles  had  at- 
tested his  power.    Notwithstanding,  men  had  no 
pity  upon  themselves,  Jesus  pitied.    God  ap- 
proved.   The  Holy  Spirit  witnessed.  Christ's 
thoughts,  were  thoughts  of  love  towards  us. 
Although  in  Adam  we  all  died,  in  Christ  we  are 
all  made  alive.    If  we  be  in  Christ  all  is  changed. 
Sin  is  changed  for  holiness,  pollution  for  purity, 
and  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  for  a  soul  that  relies 
upon  him  alone  for  peace  in  time,  and  blessedness 
in  eternity.    The  gates  of  paradise  are  no  longer 
unapproachable  by  the  frowns  of  celestial  guar- 
dians, for  a  gracious  welcome  awaits  all  those 
who  are  saved  by  faith  in  Jesus.    Yes!  at  that 
sacred  name,  pronounced  by  the  believer,  the 
portals  of  paradise  are  unfolded,  and    Enter  into 
the  joy  of  thy  Lord,"  echoes  through  the  heavenly 
pavilion.    Happy  time  !  glorious  anticipation ! 
when  the  saint  shall  see  his  Saviour    as  he  is," 
when  no  cloud  shall  obscure  the  vision  of  faith. 
When  praise  shall  fill  every  heart,  and  God  shall 
be  all  in  all.    O  thou,  the  Spirit  of  all  grace!  send 
from  on  high  such  emanations  of  thy  sanctifying 
influence  into  our  soul,  that  we  may  be  enabled 
to  resist  every  temptation  to  sin,  and  be  kept  from 
every  appearance  of  evil.    May  God  Almighty 
grant,  that  the  same  form  of  mind  may  be  found 
in  us,  that  was  also  in  our  Lord  Jesus ;  and  let  us 
earnestly  entreat  that    forasmuch  as  Christ  hath 
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suffered  in  the  flesh,  we  may  arm  us  with  the 
same  mind,  that  we  should  no  longer  live  to  the 
flesh,  but  to  the  will  of  God."  Amen. 

Now,  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  mind  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  God,  who  madest  thy  blessed  Son  to 
be  circumcised,  and  obedient  to  the  law  for  man; 
grant  us  the  true  circumcision  of  the  Spirit ;  that 
our  hearts,  and  all  our  members  being  mortified 
from  all  worldly  and  carnal  lusts,  we  may  in  all 
things  obey  thy  blessed  will,  through  the  same, 
thy  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

Lord,  it  is  good  for  us  to  appear  as  humble, 
lowly,  penitent  suppliants,  before  a  throne  of 
grace,  to  lay  all  our  wishes  and  requirements  be- 
fore thee,  to  speak  of  thy  unbounded  mercy,  to 
praise  thy  most  holy  name,  and  to  ask  those 
things  requisite  and  necessary,  as  well  for  the 
body  as  the  soul.  Thou  art  a  God  of  love,  not 
willing  that  any  should  perish,  or  of  the  souls  that 
thou  hast  formed,  that  one  should  be  lost.  Lord, 
we  confess  our  guilt !  Against  thee,  thee  only, 
have  we  sinned,  and  done  evil  in  thy  sight.  But 
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blessed  be  thy  name,  thou  hast  extended  the  day 
of  grace !  thou  hast  invited  us  to  turn  and  live, 
and  to  every  sincere,  and  faithful  penitent,  thou 
dost  proclaim.  Son,  daughter,  thy  sins  are  for- 
given thee,  go,  and  sin  no  more.  Lord,  may 
these  words  reach  our  hearts,  and,  elevated  to  the 
rank  of  new  creatures,  in  Christ  Jesus,  may  we 
be  adorned  with  heavenly  gifts,  and  be  armed 
with  heavenly  weapons ;  may  we  ever  be  on  our 
watch-tower,  that  we  may  neither  be  surprised 
nor  defeated,  by  our  spiritual  enemies.  O  make 
us  thine,  in  heart  and  in  life,  thine  on  earth, 
thine  in  heaven.  Grant,  O  God,  that  the  joyful 
sound  of  salvation  may  reach  every  ear,  and  thy 
love  in  Jesus  affect  every  heart.  May  sinners  be 
drawn  to  thee  by  the  bonds  of  love,  and  may  the 
whole  human  family  be  at  length  united  in 
ascribing  glory,  and  honour,  dominion  and  power, 
to  thee,  and  to  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world.  Lord,  hear,  accept  and  pardon, 
for  the  Redeemer's  sake,  who,  while  on  earth, 
taught  us  thus  to  pray  : 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  ;  give  us,  this  day,  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

E 
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THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture,  is  in  St.  Matthew^s 
Gospel,  the  5th  chapter,  from  the  1st  to  the  I6th 
verse. 

And  seeing  the  multitudes,  be  went  up  into  a  moun- 
tain ;  and  when  he  was  set,  his  disciples  came  unto  him  : 
and  he  opened  his  mouth,  and  taught  them,  saying. 
Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit ;  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn ;  for  they  shall 
be  comforted.  Blessed  are  the  meek  ;  for  they  shall  in- 
herit the  earth.  Blessed  are  they  which  do  hunger  and 
thirst  after  righteousness ;  for  they  shall  be  filled.  Bless- 
ed are  the  merciful ;  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy.  Blessed 
are  the  pure  in  heart ;  for  they  shall  see  God.  Blessed 
are  the  peace-makers ;  for  they  shall  be  called  the  children 
of  God.  Blessed  are  they  which  are  persecuted  for 
righteousness  sake ;  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Blessed  are  ye,  when  men  shall  revile  you,  and  persecute 
you,  and  shall  say  all  manner  of  evil  against  you,  falsely, 
for  my  sake.  Rejoice,  and  be  exceeding  glad ;  for  great 
is  your  reward  in  heaven :  for  so  persecuted  they  the  pro- 
phets which  were  before  you.  Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earthy 
but  if  the  salt  hath  lost  its  savour,  whei-ewith  shall  it  be 
salted  ?  It  is  henceforth  good  for  nothing  but  to  be  cast 
out,  and  to  be  trodden  under  foot  of  men.  Ye  are  the 
light  of  the  world,  a  city  that  is  set  on  an  hill  cannot  be  hid. 
Neither  do  men  light  a  candle,  and  put  it  under  a  bushel, 
but  on  a  candlestick ;  and  it  giveth  light  unto  all  that  are 
in  the  house.  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that 
they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven. 
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SERMON  VI. 

CHRISTIAN  HUMILITY. 

In  the  66th  Psalm ^  and  the  \st  verse ^  it  is  thus 
written  : 

Bow  down  thine  ear,  O  Lord,  hear  me ;  for  I  am  poor 
and  needy/* 

Grod  judgeth  not  as  man  judgeth,  for  all  things 
are  known  to  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do. 
However  highly  the  men  of  this  world  may  ad- 
mire the  splendours  of  riches,  the  robes  of  honour, 
the  trappings  of  state,  in  the  pure  eyes  of  the 
Almighty,  these  decorations  are  valueless,  and  the 
heart  and  actions  of  the  persons  they  appear  to 
adorn,  are  judged  of,  as  if  those  who  possess  them 
were  the  humblest  of  God's  creatures.  In  truth,  so 
different  is  human  judgment  from  the  judgment 
of  the  Creator,  that  what  with  man  is  too  fre- 
quently an  argument  for  unkindness  and  indiffer- 
ence, through  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
is  used  by  the  king  of  Israel,  as  an  argument  with 
God,  in  favour  of  him  who  makes  use  of  it. 
"  Bow  down  thine  ear,  O  Lord,  for  I  am  poor 
and  needy/' 

As  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  according  to 
the  standard  of  this  world,  so  he  maketh  the  poor 
his  peculiar  care.  His  protecting  arm  is  ever 
around  them.   He  who  doth  not  permit  a  sparrow 

£  2 
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to  fall  to  the  ground,  is  ever  ready  to  maintain 
the  cause  of  these  lowly  ones,  who  are  not  only 
denied  the  riches  of  this  world,  but  sometimes 
even  its  humblest  enjoyments.  Still  the  Psalmist 
calls  upon  them,  to  put  their  trust  in  God,  whose 
paternal  care  extends  over  the  whole  works  of  his 
creating  hand,  although  by  dimness  the  human 
eye  may  be  unable  to  trace  its  operations,  while 
the  obstinacy  of  the  human  mind  is,  alas !  too  fre- 
quently unwilling  to  bow  to  its  decrees.  It  may 
be  here  proper  to  remark,  that  although  the  Gos- 
pel promises  are  very  numerous  to  the  poor,  there 
are  none  which  can  be  considered  as  exclusively 
addressed  to  the  rich  ;  that  the  Gospel  blessings 
have  been  more  numerously  bestowed  upon  the 
poor  than  upon  the  rich ;  and  that  the  Gospel  was 
originally  propagated  by  the  poor,  and  not  by  the 
rich.  The  holy  Apostles,  who  were  sent  to  es- 
tablish the  kingdom  of  that  Saviour,  who  himself 
•*  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head,"  were  of  hum- 
ble origin,  yet  valuing  justly  the  spiritual  privi- 
leges of  salvation  by  the  cross,  they  despised  the 
homage  that  was  proflFered  them  by  sinful  men ; 
the  everlasting  glories  of  Heaven  elevating  their 
desires  far  above  all  earthly  honours.  To  meet 
their  Lord  in  glory,  and  there  with  angels,  and 
archangels,  and  the  spirits  of  the  just,  to  contem- 
plate the  mystery  of  godliness,  that  mystery 
which  ages  of  praise  shall  not  suflSciently  cele- 
brate, nor  an  eternity  of  knowledge  exhaust: 
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These  were  anticipations  that  obscured  the  glitt^ 
of  every  earthly  acquirement^  and  induced  them 
to  strive,  or  to  >ear,  or  to  wait  patiently^  for  their 
happy  realization*  While^  therefore^  not  many 
rich»  and  not  mauy  noble  were  called,  from  the 
earliest  times  of  the  church,  it  wa3  the  privilege 
of  the  poor  to  have  the  Gospel  preached  unto 
them,  and  that  the  joyful  tidings  of  Salvation 
should  impress  their  Jieart,  when  their  worldly 
superiors  were  either  careless,  or  ignorant  of  thdir 
importauce.  The  blessed  news  of  the  Gospel  re* 
demption  still  sounds  as  sweetly  and  affection* 
ately  to  the  poor,  as  to  the  rich ;  and  a  know* 
ledge  of  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified,  comes 
with  an  influence  truly  hallowed  upon  his  heart, 
who,  far  removed  firom  the  luxuries  of  this  life, 
knows  not  how  the  food  of  to-mwrow  shall  be 
provided,  and  still  relies  with  confidence  upon  the 
promises  of  his  God.  His  heart  has  a  source  of 
comfort  and  reliance,  unknown  to  the  man,  who, 
amid  the  riches  and  luxuries  of  this  life,  with  his 
goods  laid  up  in  store,  and  his  barns  filled,  bids 
his  soul  take  its  rest,"  while  every  thought  of 
the  Giver  of  all  good  is  banished  from  his  remem* 
brance.  Let  it  be  also  observed,  that  not  only 
are  the  promises  of  God  peculiarly  encouraging 
to  the  poor,  but  he  especially  upholdeth  their 
cause.  God  declares,  that  the  man  who  op* 
presseth  the  poor,  reproacheth  his  Maker;  while 
he  who  honoureth  God,  hath  mercy  on  the  poor. 
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It  is  not,  however,  worldly  poverty,  or  riches 
alone,  that  is  the  test  with  God.  Alas!  sin 
clothes  itself  with  rags,  as  well  as  in  ermine ;  and 
exempts  no  rank  in  life  from  her  unhallowed 
snares.  What  thy  must  cultivate,  who  desire  to 
live  with  God,  is  that  poverty  of  spirit,  alike  ne* 
cessary  to  the  poor  and  to  the  rich,  before  either 
can  possess  those  exalted  enjoyments  which  the 
Gospel  has  announced.  Deeply  humbled,  by  a  sense 
of  shame,  they  must  alike  hasten  to  the  blood  of 
purifying,  and  thence  receive  the  gifts  of  the  Gospel 
salvation  from  Jesus.  Then  is  their  poverty  riches. 

Blessed,''  says  the  Saviour,  are  the  poor  in 
spirit ;  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'*  How 
beautifully  are  the  lessons  in  Scripture  enforced  by 
the  example,  and  illustrated  by  the  character  of 
the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus.  The  poor,  the  af- 
flicted, the  widow  and  the  orphan,  all  shared  in 
his  sympathy.  "Whosoever  cometh  unto  me, 
I  will  in  nowise  cast  out."  This  coming  unto 
Christ,  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sense  of  our 
own  unworthiness,  as  we  acknowledge  that  in 
God's  sight,  *^  we  are  poor,  and  blind,  and  na- 
ked ;"  that  had  we  done  all  in  our  own  power, 
for  our  own  safety,  nothing  would  have  been  ac- 
complished ;  and  that  it  is  to  infinite  grace,  alone, 
we  are  entitled  to  hope  for  mercy  in  the  Redeemer. 
This  sense  of  poverty,  this  spiritual  humility,  are 
indispensable,  before  we  can  appreciate  the  un- 
speakable riches  of  that  Grace,  which  our  hea- 
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veniy  Father,  in  his  ever  blessed  Son,  hath  pro- 
vided for  us.  When  we  really  feel,  that  in  spiri- 
tual things  we  are  poor,  and  needy,  and  that  our 
souls  depend  upon  God  for  divine  aid,  then  are 
we  led  to  the  riches  that  is  in  Jesus,  who  is  alike 
our  hope,  and  our  salvation.  Yes !  Jesus  became 
poor  that  we  might  be  made  rich.  He  was  lowly, 
that  we  might  be  exalted.  He  denied  himself,  for 
a  time,  the  glories  of  his  Kingdom  in  Heaven,  that 
these  glories,  ere  long,  might  be  revealed  to  all 
who  would  come  unto  him,  that  they  might  have 
eternal  life.** 

Finally,  humility  of  spirit  is  an  indispensable 
quality  of  the  Christian  character,  not  only  because 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  inculcated  it  in  his  doc- 
trines, and  illustrated  it  in  his  life,  but  because  there 
are  many  passages  of  Scripture  which  warn  us 
of  the  fatal  effects  of  spiritual  pride  and  conceit. 
By  pride  the  angels  that  fell  lost  their  first  es- 
tate; and  to  men  in  all  ages,  it  has  alike  been 
fatal.    It  was  the  proud  spirit  of  the  children  of 
Israel,  that  required  punishments  so  numerous, 
which  at  length  terminated  in  their  ruin.    It  was 
the  pride  of  many  kings, — of  Assyria,  of  Babylon, 
and  of  Judah,  that  caused  their  fall.    It  was  the 
pride  of  the  sons  of  Zebedee,  that  called  forth  re- 
proof from  the  Saviour.    It  was  the  pride  of  Peter, 
that  induced  him  to  assert,  that  he  would  never 
deny  his  master,  and,  ere  long,  caused  in  his 
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conscience  those  pang6,  which  obliged  him  to  go 
out,  and  "  weep  bitterly." 

Let  us  then  strive  to  alleviate  the  sufferings,  and 
sympathize  with  the  bereavements  of  the  poor  and 
needy.  Let  us  plead  their  cause,  and  diminish 
their  sorrows,  whilst  in  our  heart  we  zealously  cul- 
tivate the  spirit  of  humility,  even  that  meekness 
which  was  also  in  Jesus,  and  thus  prove  ourselves 
his  believing  disciples.  Through  his  merits,  let  us 
humbly  pray  for,  and  humbly  hope  to  receive, 
every  good  gift.  Let  us  meekly  follow  our  Lord, 
encouraged  by  the  sacred  word,  which  thus  ad- 
dresses us, Behold,  the  eye  of  the  Lord  is  upon 
them  which  fear  him,  upon  them  that  hope  in  his 
mercy/'  "  Let  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  be  upon  us, 
according  as  we  trust  in  thee.''  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee  mercifully  to  receive 
the  prayers  of  thy  people  which  call  upon  thee ; 
and  grant  that  they  may  both  perceive  and  know 
what  things  they  ought  to  do>  and  also  may  have 
grace  and  power  faithfully  to  fulfil  the  same, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


O  God,  thou  art  our  God,  early  will  we  seek 
thee,  our  fathers'  God,  and  we  will  exalt  thee. 
As  heaven  is  high  above  the  earth,  so  are  thy 
thoughts  above  our  thoughts,  and  thy  ways  above 
our  ways.  It  becomes  us  to  approach  a  throne  of 
grace,  with  humble,  lowly,  penitent,  and  obedient 
hearts.  For  although  thou  didst  proclaim  a  law 
for  our  guidance,  we  have  proved  rebellious  child- 
ren, we  have  forgotten  the  Lord  who  made  us,  we 
have  lightly  esteemed  the  rock  of  our  salvation. 
To  original  sin,  we  confess  we  have  added  actual 
transgression.  We  have  offended  against  thy  holy 
commandments.  Lord,  we  are  not  worthy  of  the 
least  of  thy  mercies,  and  yet  thy  blessed  word  en- 
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courageth  us  to  approach  thy  Divine  presence  to 
supplicate  the  greatest,  even  pardon — pardon  of 
all  our  transgressions.  O  Lord,  wash  us  thoroughly 
from  our  iniquities,  and  purify  us  from  our  sins. 
O  grant  us  just  views  of  our  condition  by  nature, 
and  of  the  sovereign  power  of  grace  to  restore  and 
save  us,  through  the  blood  of  Jesus,  shed  for  the 
remission  of  sins.  Lord,  pardon,  and  purify,  and 
sanctify  us  unto  thyself,  and  to  thy  service.  May 
thy  Holy  Spirit  dwell  in  us  richly.  May  we  be 
renewed,  and  become  new  creatures  in  Christ 
Jesus.  May  we  recognise  our  Saviour,  in  his 
character  of  our  King,  and  our  Lord.  May  we 
henceforth  be  faithful  to  his  laws,  zealous  for  his 
honour ;  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor 
principalities,  nor  powers,  being  able  to  separate 
us  from  his  love.  Lord,  pity  all  who  are  yet  in 
heathen  darkness.  O  send  from  above  thy 
heavenly  light  and  truth.  May  Christianity  dif- 
fuse her  sacred  influence  over  the  whole  world, 
and  may  all  the  families  of  mankind,  at  length, 
unite  in  ascribing  to  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost,  praise,  glory,  and  honour,  world  without 
end.  All  that  we  ask,  is  in  the  name,  and  for 
the  sake  of,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  while  on 
earth  taught  us  thus  to  pray : 

Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
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forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen, 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture^  is  in  Saint  Paul's  First 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians ,  the  \st  chapter ^  from  the 
\st  to  the  nth  verse. 

Paul,  caUed  to  be  an  Apostle  of  Jesus  Christ  through 
the  will  of  God,  and  Sosthenes  our  brother,  unto  the 
Church  of  God  which  is  at  Corinth,  to  them  that  are 
sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus,  called  to  be  saints,  with  all  that 
in  every  place  call  upon  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord, 
both  theirs  and  ours ;  grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace,  from 
God  our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  I  thank 
my  Grod  always  on  your  behalf,  for  the  grace  of  God 
which  is  given  you  by  Jesus  Christ ;  that  in  every  thing 
ye  are  enriched  by  him,  in  aU  utterance,  and  in  all  know- 
ledge ;  even  as  the  testimony  of  Christ  was  confirmed  in 
you :  so  that  ye  come  behind  in  no  gift :  waiting  for  the 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  who  shall  also  confirm 
you  unto  the  end,  that  ye  may  be  blameless  in  the  day  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  God  is  faithful,  by  whom  ye  were 
called  unto  the  fellowship  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  Now,  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and 
that  there  be  no  divisions  among  you ;  but  that  ye  be 
perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind,  and  in  the 
same  judgment.   For  it  hath  been  declared  unto  me  of 
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you,  my  brethren,  by  them  which  are  of  the  house  of 
Chloe,  that  there  are  contentions  among  you.  Now  this 
I  say,  that  every  one  of  you  saith,  I  am  of  Paul,  and  I  of 
Apollos,  and  I  of  Cephas,  and  I  of  Christ.  Is  Christ 
divided?  Was  Paul  crucified  for  you?  Or  were  ye  baptized 
in  the  name  of  Paul  ?  I  thank  Ood  that  I  baptized  none 
of  you,  but  Crispus  and  Gains ;  lest  any  should  say  that  I 
had  baptized  in  my  own  name.  And  I  baptized  also  the 
household  of  Stephanus ;  besides,  I  know  not  whether  I 
baptized  any  other.  Fot  Christ  sent  me  not  to  baptize, 
but  to  preach  the  gospel. 


SERMON  VII. 

CHRISTIAN  FAITH. 

In  St.  Paul's  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians, 
2nd  chapter f  and  2nd  verse,  it  is  thus  written : 

"  For  I  determined  not  to  know  any  thing  among  you, 
save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified.'' 


If  there  be  one  doctrine,  which  is  more  fre- 
quently, and  more  forcibly  impressed  upon  Chris- 
tians than  another,  it  is  that  of  an  abiding  love 
for  the  Saviour,  and  his  cause.  It  is  the  con- 
stant theme  of  the  Apostle's  exhortation.  The 
doctrine  of  works,  important  as  it  may  be,  cannot 
once  be  compared  with  it,  for  works  are  the  con- 
sequence, not  the  cause  —  the  effect,  and  not 
the  active  principle  of  a  renewed  heart.  With- 
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out  feith  "  it  is  impossible  to  please  God,"  or  to 
perceive  aright  his  love  in  Jesus.  Faith,  there- 
fore, assumes,  in  the  religious,  all  the  importance 
of  the  sun  in  the  natural  world,  by  whose  bril- 
liancy, the  other  glories  of  the  firmament  are 
diminished,  although  they  occupy  their  place  in 
the  heavens,  and  continue  to  shine  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  greater  luminary.  So  earnest  is 
Saint  Paul  for  the  doctrine  of  salvation  by  the 
cross,  that  he  will  permit  nothing  —  no  other 
doctrine,  to  be  compared  with  it.  How  elevated 
and  heavenly  then  must  have  been  his  views, 
who,  endowed  as  he  was,  with  the  noblest  powers, 
united  to  the  most  commanding  eloquence — hear- 
ing whose  orations,  governors  trembled,  and  kings 
were  almost  persuaded  to  become  Christians, 
who  wrought  miracles,  and  for  whom  miracles 
were  performed,  for  whose  deliverance  earth- 
quakes shook  the  prison  house,  and  visions  of 
heaven  were  disclosed, — distinguished,  as  such  a 
man  assuredly  was,  he  determined  to  know 
nothing,  but  the  love  of  Jesus,  and  the  preaching 
of  him  crucified. 

To  this  doctrine,  *  every  true  Christian  will 
attach  an  importance,  similar  to  that  of  the  Apos- 
tle, for  he  will  ever  consider  it  as  his  only  safe 
ground  of  hope. 

Whoever  examines  his  own  soul,  will  perceive 
how  much  it  is  assailed  by  natural  corruption, 
and  must  confess  the  truth  of  that  lamentable 
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account,  given  in  our  Lord's  description,  when  he 
states  the  many  pollutions  which  proceed  from  the 
human  heart.  How  numerous,  how  aggravated  the 
sins  of  those  hearts,  which  God's  law  requires^ 
shall  with  all  their  powers  be  wholly  devoted  to 
himself.    Thus  we  behold,  a  just  God  and  sinful 
man  in  an  attitude  of  hostility  or  alienation.  God 
requiring  the  true  fulfilment  of  his  commands  — 
the  heart  of  man  rebellious,  and  obstinate,  being 
at  enmity  with  its  Creator,  by  nature  and  by 
actual  transgression,  without  God,  and  without 
hope  in  the  world.    When,  however,  the  heart  of 
the  inquiring  penitent  is  enlightened  by  the 
doctrine  of  the  cross,  a  way  of  reconciliation  is 
manifested  to  him,  which  raises  him  from  dark- 
ness to  light,  from  tears  and  sorrow,  to  peace  and 
joy.    By  this  way,  he  comes  to  God,  and  is  re- 
ceived with  a  father's  affection  towards  a  child, 
once  alienated  and  lost,  but  now  recovered  and 
reconciled.    Although  the  returning  sinner's  ini- 
quities be  as  scarlet,   so  pure  the  fountain  of 
living  waters,  that  he  is  cleansed  from  every  stain. 
So  ample  the  shield  of  the  Redeemer's  righteous- 
ness, that  he  experiences  true  spiritual  security 
under  its  protection ;  so  sufficient  the  ransom 
paid  by  a  dying  Saviour,  that  it  can  set  every 
prisoner  of  Satan  free ;  and  so  boundless  the  sacri- 
fice of  him  who  bore  the  sins  of  the  whole  world, 
that  all  may  plead  its  riches,  who  with  faith  re* 
ceive,  and  accept  of  Christ,  as  he  is  offered  in 
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the  Grospol.  The  true  penitent,  no  longer  the 
servant  of  sin,  returns  from  the  error  of  his  ways, 
to  serve  the  living  God,  Unwavering  in  the  faith, 
constant  in  the  service  of  his  divine  Master, 
ardently  striving  to  obey  and  honour  him  in  life, 
and  at  length  in  death,  sharing  his  victory  over 
the  last  enemy,  he  is  now  more  than  a  conqueror 
"through  him  who  loved  him.*' 

The  Christian  also  experiences  the  doctrine  of 
the  cross,  to  be  a  sufficient  ground  of  hope. 

When  the  Christian  convert  considers  the  pro- 
phecies concerning  Christ,  and  his  doctrines, 
character,  and  miracles,  like  the  centurion  at  the 
foot  of  the  cross,  he  is  compelled  to  declare,  truly, 
Jesus  was  the  Son  of  God.  He  acknowledges 
that  the  Messiah,  whom  inspired  prophets  an- 
nounced, and  holy  men  desired,  and  to  whom  a 
voice  from  heaven,  and  its  celestial  host  bore 
witness,  was  indeed  the  harbinger  of  peace  on 
earth,  and  good  will  to  the  children  of  men. 
When  the  torch  of  truth  enlightens  his  heart,  he 
perceives  in  the  atonement  of  the  Saviour,  a  sacri- 
fice acceptable  to,  and  accepted  of  God,  not  only 
suflScient  to  achieve  the  deliverance  of  the  soul 
from  the  fetters  of  sin,  but  by  its  holy  influence 
to  renew  his  heart,  to  restore  the  image  of  God 
therein,  and  as  he  embraces  his  Lord,  in  the  lan« 
guage  of  aged  Simeon,  he  exclaims,  "  Mine  eyes 
have  seen  thy  salvation."  He  has  an  internal  con- 
viction of  the  applicability  of  the  Saviour's  suf- 
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fering  for  him.  He  feels,  as  most  expressi? e  of 
his  own  sentiments,  those  of  the  Apostle, 
the  height,  and  the  depth,  the  breadth,  and  the 
length  of  the  love  of  Jesus  :  it  surpasseth  know- 
ledge.'* It  is  most  important  to  understand,  and 
let  the  truth  be  known  throughout  the  world,  that 
none  are  so  far  forsaken  of  God,  as  to  be  beyond 
his  love  in  Jesus  Christ.  God  will  answer  the 
prayers  for  mercy,' of  all  who  come  unto  him, 
with  holy  faith,  in  the  name  of  the  Beloved,  who 
as  the  good  shepherd,  watches  for  the  safety  of 
believing  penitents,  kindly  receiving,  and  merci- 
fully defending  them  from  every  spiritual  foe. 

Gracious  is  the  Lord,  and  righteous,  yea  our 
Lord  is  merciful !" 

The  scheme  of  salvation  by  grace,  permits 
not  despair.  All  are  invited  to  partake  of  the 
waters  of  life  freely.  When  Jesus  himself  in- 
vites the  weary  and  heavy  laden"  to  come 
unto  him,  every  apology  for  delay  can  then  only 
arise  from  the  suggestions  of  the  tempter.  It 
is  true,  natural  corruption,  and  worldly  objects 
and  desires,  form  a  barrie: ,  which  unassisted  man, 
when  on  his  way  to  Christ,  of  himself  cannot 
overcome.  But  Jesus  is  on  the  other  side.  He 
can  break  through  every  obstacle,  to  gain  the 
heart  of  a  sinner  —  to  bring  a  soul  to  the  glories 
of  his  kingdom  —  to  add  another  trophy  to  the 
triumphs  of  bis  cross.  Fear  not,  fear  not,  for  he 
is  with  you.    If  you  grieve  to  think  you  are  for- 
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saken  of  Christ,  believe  you  would  not  so  grieve, 
unless  he  had  a  place  in  your  affections.  Let 
absence,  therefore,  only  excite  in  you,  more  earnest 
and  anxious  prayer  for  his  return.  Do  you  fear 
he  is  not  your  Saviour  ?  Be  not  faithless,  but  be- 
lieving. Those  who  are  not  assured  of  their  un- 
worthiness  of  his  love,  are  none  of  His.  Let  us 
throw  ourselves  at  the  footstool  of  sovereign 
mercy,  and  trust  in  Him.  They  must  be  safe, 
who  determine  to  know  nothing,  but  Jesus  Christ 
"  and  him  crucified."  Amen. 

Now,  may  the  peace  of  (xod,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  and  Everlasting  God,  who  dost  govern 
all  things  in  heaven  and  earth ;  mercifully  hear 
the  supplications  of  thy  people,  and  grant  us  thy 
peace  all  the  days  of  our  life,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


Holy,  holy,  holy  Lord  God  Almighty,  which 
art,  and  wast,  and  art  to  come.  As  heaven  is 
high  above  the  earth,  so  are  thy  thoughts  above 
our  thoughts,  and  thy  ways  above  our  ways. 
Thou  didst  by  thy  word,  call  man  into  existence, 
and  didst  create  him  a  pure,  and  a  happy  being ; 
but  the  gold  was  soon  changed,  and  sinful  man 
was  righteously  doomed  to  suffer  for  his  trans- 
gression. Lord,  we  come  unto  thee,  to  confess 
our  guilt,  and  to  supplicate  for  pardon.  Have 
mercy,  O  God,  upon  us ;  even  according  to  the 
multitude  of  thy  tender  mercies,  blot  out  our 
transgressions. 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  thou  hast  not  left  us  to 
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perish,  and  we  now  approach  thy  throne,  as 
petitioners  for  mercy,  through  him  who  is  the 
way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life.  See,  O  God, 
our  shield,  look  upon  us  in  the  face  of  thine  An- 
nointed,  and  as  in  him  thy  Holy  Son  Jesus,  thou 
art  well  pleased,  so  upon  him  alone,  who  died  for 
us  to  reconcile  us  to  Thee,  we  now  place  all 
our  confidence  and  all  our  hope.  We  rejoice 
that  exalted  on  high,  he  reigns  a  Prince  and  a 
Saviour,  while  to  all  who  trust  in  him,  he  is  still 
a  Mediator,  and  Advocate  in  the  paradise  above. 
Blessed  God,  may  the  knowledge  of  thy  love  in 
Jesus,  affect  every  heart.  In  joy,  and  in  sorrow, 
in  life,  and  in  death,  may  he  dwell  in  us,  and  be 
our  support,  our  shield :  through  divine  grace 
grant,  that  we  may  serve  thee  diligently  on  earth, 
and  when  thou  hast  finished  thy  gracious  designs 
with  us  here,  may  we  through  the  merits  of  thy 
blessed  Son,  be  pardoned,  accepted,  and  taken 
hence  to  be  for  ever  with  our  Lord,  in  whose 
words,  we  now  sum  up  our  petitions  at  thy 
throne  of  grace. 

Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

F  2 
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THE  SCRIPTURR 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  Saint  Luke^s  Gospel^ 
12/ A  chapter^  from  the  4th  to  the  2 1st  verse. 

And  I  say  unto  you^  my  friends,  be  not  afraid  of  them 
that  kill  the  body,  and  after  that  have  no  more  that 
they  can  do  :  but  I  will  forewarn  you  whom  ye  shall  fear : 
fear  him,  which,  after  he  hath  killed,  hath  power  to  cast 
into  hell ;  yea,  I  say  unto  you,  fear  him.  Are  not  five 
sparrows  sold  for  two  farthings ;  and  not  one  of  them  is 
forgotten  before  God  ?  But  even  the  very  hairs  of  your 
head  are  all  numbered.  Fear  not  therefore:  ye  are  of 
more  value  than  many  sparrows.  Also  I  say  unto  you, 
whosoever  shall  confess  me  before  men,  him  shall  the  Son 
of  man  also  confess  before  the  angels  of  God :  but  he 
that  denieth  me  before  men,  shall  be  denied  before  the 
angels  of  God.  And  whosoever  shall  speak  a  word  against 
the  son  of  man,  it  shall  be  forgiven  him ;  but  unto  him 
that  blasphemeth  against  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  shall  not  be 
forgiven.  And  when  they  bring  you  unto  the  synagogues, 
and  unto  magistrates  and  powers,  take  ye  no  thought  how 
or  what  thing  ye  shall  answer,  or  what  ye  shall  say :  for 
the  Holy  Ghost  shall  teach  you  in  the  same  hour  what 
ye  ought  to  say.  And  one  of  the  company  said  unto  him. 
Master,  speak  to  my  brother,  that  he  divide  the  inheritance 
with  me.  And  he  said  unto  him,  Man  who  made  me  a 
judge  or  a  divider  over  you?  And  he  said  unto  them. 
Take  heed,  and  beware  of  covetousness  ?  For  a  man's  life 
consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  which  he 
possesseth.  And  he  spake  a  parable  untb  them,  saying.  The 
ground  of  a  certain  rich  man  brought  forth  plentifully  :  and 
he  thought  within  himself,  saying,  what  shall  I  do,  because 
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I  have  no  room  where  to  bestow  my  fruits  ?  And  he  said, 
this  will  I  do :  I  will  pull  down  my  bams  and  build  greater; 
and  there  will  I  bestow  all  my  fruits  and  my  goods.  And 
I  will  say  to  my  soul,  Soul,  thou  hast  much  goods  laid  up 
for  many  years ;  take  thine  ease,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry. 
Bat  God  said  unto  him,  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  soul 
shall  be  required  of  thee ;  then  whose  shall  those  things 
be  which  thou  hast  provided  ?  So  is  he  that  layeth  up  trea- 
suie  for  himself  and  is  not  rich  toward  God." 


SERMON  VIII. 

THE  BEUEVER'S  TRUST  IN  GOD. 

In  the  23rd  Psalm,  and  4th  verse,  it  is  thus  writ* 
ten  : 

Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil ;  for  thou  art  with  me ;  thy 
rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me." 

The  holy  psalmist,  although  the  king  of  Israel, 
and  the  man  after  God's  own  heart,  amid  all  the 
splendours  of  a  regal  court,  was  not  forgetful  of 
his  earlier  years,  when  by  the  green  meadows, 
and  the  still  waters,  he  enjoyed  the  tranquil  in- 
nocence of  a  pastoral  life.  The  scenes,  into  which 
the  employment  of  a  shepherd  once  led  him,  had 
yet  a  strong  and  vivid  impression  upon  his  mind. 
He  delighted  to  recall  those  years  of  his  youthful 
piety,  when  present  thoughts  of  God  fiilled  his 
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heart.  He  recollected  his  early  devotion  to  the 
great  Creator  of  the  world,  and  how  in  all  the 
beauty  of  nature  which  at  that  time  surrounded 
him,  he  could  trace  the  never-erring  hand  of  his 
Father,  and  his  God.  Yes !  that  God  was  bis 
God,  in  whose  protecting  providence  he  reposed 
all  his  hopes,  and  in  whose  service  be  was  ere 
long  to  be  so  pre-eminently  distinguished.  Bat 
amidst  such  scenes  of  elevated  enjoyment  in 
nature's  loveliness,  the  psalmist  remembers  how 
fleeting  they  must  be.  He  recollects,  that  old 
age  approaches,  when  the  eye  becomes  dim  to  the 
beauties  of  external  nature,  when  the  green  pas- 
tures shall  no  longer  delight  his  soul,  and  there- 
fore he  must  search  for  more  enduring  enjoy- 
ments,— enjoyments  that  shall  never  perish,  enjoy- 
ments that  shall  never  fleet  away.  He  puts  his 
trust  in  God,  fully,  and  faithfully,  and  thus  be  is 
enabled  to  say,  ''Though  I  walk  through  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil, 
for  thou  art  with  me."  In  whom  at  the  solemn 
hour  of  death,  did  the  king  of  Israel  desire  to 
place  his  confidence?  In  God — in  the  Christian's 
God,  the  ever  blessed  and  eternal  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Spirit. 

Such  a  confidence  implies,  that  God's  true 
people  have  abiding  "  peace"  with  him. 

As  long  as  we  are  enemies  to  God,  we  can 
derive  no  consolation  from  the  consideration  of 
his  character.    His  justice  demands  punishment 
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for  his  laws,  violated  by  us  —  and  there  can  be 
no  peace  between  God  and  man,  until  that 
justice  be  satisfied.    But  those  who,  through 
faith,  have  experienced  a  change  from  darkness 
to  light,  find  in  all  around  them  arguments 
for  holy  confidence  and  comfort.    There  are 
many  expressions  in  the  psalms,  which  show 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  David's  heart,  as 
he  remembered  the  loving-kindness,  and  gra* 
cious  manifestations  of  Divine  providence  toward 
him.    He  was,  indeed,  a  man  of  many  mercies, 
and  the  remembrance  of  them  increased  his 
spiritual  tranquillity  and  peace.    Once  he  had 
led,  and  guided,  his  father's  flock,  now  he  was 
the  governor  and  conductor  of  God's  chosen 
people,  secure  in  his  kingdom,  all  his  enemies 
had  been  subdued  before  him ;  but  not  forgetful  of 
God  to  whom  all  honour  is  due,  David  desired  in 
every  thing  to  acknowledge  him,  who  had  thus 
dealt  so  graciously  towards  his  servant.      I  will 
sing/'  he  exclaims,  ''of  the  mercy  of  God  for 
ever;  with  my  mouth  will  I  make  known  thy 
faithfulness  to  all  generations."    ''  In  God  have  I 
put  my  trust,  I  will  not  be  afraid  of  what  man  can 
do  unto  me."    "'Thy  vows  are  upon  me,  O  God, 
I  will  render  praise  unto  thee."      The  Lord  will 
give  strength  unto  bis  people,  the  Lord  will  bless 
his  people  with  peace." 

The  words  of  the  text  also  indicate  never-fail- 
ing   trust"  in  God. 
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If  upon  ordinary  occasions,  their  heavenly 
Father  wearies  not  in  bestowing  blessings  upon 
his  people,  they  are  convinced  that  in  extraordi- 
nary circumstances,  he  will  not  leave  them  to 
despair.  Thus  David  believed.  Whilst  most 
grateful  for  past  benefits,  he  yet  anticipates  the 
hour,  when  he  must  pass  through  the  dark  valley, — 
when  he  must  cease  to  have  an  interest  in  time, — 
when  all  the  sublimities  of  eternity,  shall  unfold 
themselves  to  his  wondering  eyes.  He  calmly 
commits  the  result  into  His  hands,  by  whom  in 
every  trial  he  had  been  supported  hitherto ;  and 
he  solemly  declares,  ''Though  I  walk  through 
the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no 
evil."  He  also  states  the  reason  of  this  exalted 
confidence :  "  For  thou  art  with  me."  O,  there 
is  much  instruction  by  the  side  of  the  believer's 
death-bed.  Although  aware  of  his  own  un wor- 
thiness, he  can  yet  repose  perfect  confidence  in 
God's  love.  He  can  calmly  rest  upon  €rod's 
promises.  Amid  sorrowful  leave-taking,  and  the 
disruption  of  all  earthly  affections,  he  can  even 
then  say,  "I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth." 
Convinced  there  is  no  soul-security  for  him,  save 
in  Jesus  Christ,  his  Lord,  and  the  Conqueror  of 
death,  and  through  whom  being  reconciled  to  his 
Father  in  heaven,  he  fondly  anticipates  its  glories. 
Its  language  is  his  language.  His  quenchless 
faith,  shines  forth  in  all  its  Christian  beauty.  He 
descends  tranquilly  to  his  rest,  as  the  setting  sun 
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sheds  on  the  western  clouds^  the  most  vivid  colours 
with  his  departing  rays.  The  same  faith  sup- 
ported David  in  his  death,  that  supported  the 
Christian,  who  was  yesterday  called  from  earth 
to  heaven. 

While  the  royal  psalmist  saw  Christ's  day  afar 
off,  in  the  types  and  sacrifices  under  the  old  dis- 
pensation, how  sincerely  and  affectionately  ought 
we  to  love  that  Redeemer,  who  his  own  self  ''bare 
our  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree."  If  the 
psalmist  retained  a  grateful  sense  of  (rod's  loving 
kindness  to  him,  in  his  humble  life  of  a  shepherd, 
when  his  young  heart  was  given  to  God,  how 
highly  ought  we,  sinners  by  nature,  and  aliens 
from  God  by  wicked  works,  to  value  his  kindness 
and  grace,  in  bestowing  his  blessed  Son,  his  **  un- 
speakable gift."  Observe  the  moment  this  gift 
Mras  bestowed.  Even  when  all  had  gone  astray, 
in  the  ways  of  sin  and  misery.  Recollect  its 
value.  It  paid  the  ransom  of  the  whole  world. 
Mark  its  freeness.  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that 
labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest."  Notice  how  effective :  Son,  daughter,  thy 
faith  hath  saved  thee,  go  and  sin  no  more."  Thus 
when  the  world  was  in  darkness,  the  star  in  the 
East  was  revealed,  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles, 
and  to  be  the  glory  of  his  people  Israel."  Christ 
proclaimed  peace  unto  all  who  would  come  unto 
him.  While  he  planted  the  standard  of  the  cross, 
in  a  rebellious  world,  he  proved  his  power  over 
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sin  and  the  grave,  by  his  glorious  ascension  and 
exaltation.  Let  us  bless  him  as  the  Captain  of  our 
salvation.  Let  us  faithfully  trust  in  him,  who 
gave  himself  for  us."  Even  in  the  dark  hour 
of  dissolution  may  we  lean  upon  his  almighty 
arm,  who  hath  despoiled  death,  and  taken  to  him- 
self the  victory.  How  rich!  how  inestimably 
rich,  his  promises  to  believing  disciples,  in  the 
blessedness  revealed  of  an  eternal  world!  The 
Lamb  that  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  shall  feed 
his  people,  and  shall  lead  them  unto  fountains  of 
living  water,  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears 
from  their  eyes.  Amen. 

Now,  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  mercifully  look 
upon  our  infirmities,  and  in  all  our  dangers  and 
necessities  stretch  forth  thy  right  hand  to  help 
and  defend  us,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 

Heavenly  Father,  enable  us  at  this  time  to 
worship  thee,  in  spirit  and  in  truth,  as  we  offer 
thee  our  grateful  thanks,  for  the  multitude  of  thy 
tender  mercies,  exercised  toward  us.  In  the 
helplessness  of  infancy,  thy  goodness  preserved 
us,  and  we  have  continually  experienced  thy 
bounty,  in  rich  abundance,  during  our  maturer 
years.  O  Lord,  the  earth  is  full  of  thy  goodness. 
We  enjoy  every  blessing  from  thy  gracious  hand. 
Yet  how  ungrateful  are  we  to  thee,  the  Author  of  all 
good.  How  unworthy  of  the  least  of  all  thy  mer- 
cies. O  God,  we  lament  the  many  sins  we  have 
committed.    We  lament  that  corruption  which 
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tempts  us  to  forget  thee.  We  lament  our  pride 
and  folly,  and  all  the  disorders  of  our  mind^  as 
well  as  our  unholy  desires,  and  evil  practices.  O 
Lord,  were  we  to  say  we  have  no  sin,  we  should 
deceive  ourselves.  But  thanks !  eternal  thanks ! 
to  thee,  our  Father  in  heaven.  Thou  dost  bend  a 
listening  ear  to  sincere  penitents,  who  approach 
thee,  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  with  confession  of 
their  sins,  and  who  are  sincerely  desirous,  to  turn 
from  the  evil  of  their  ways.  We  bless  thee,  that 
thy  promises  are  rich  and  abundant,  to  such 
weeping  and  returning  sinners.  We  bless  thee, 
for  the  Saviour's  gracious  invitation  to  the  weary 
and  heavy  laden,  and  that  whosoever  cometh  to 
thee,  through  Jesus,  shall  find  rest.  Lord,  in- 
crease our  faith.  O  grant  us  that  new  hearty 
which  gives  all  its  affections,  and  desires  to  thee, 
through  him  who  loved  us,  and  washed  us  in  his 
blood.  O  Lord,  may  the  name  of  the  Redeemer 
be  greatly  magnified.  May  the  banner  of  the 
cross  be  exalted,  and  may  the  blessings  of  Mes- 
siah's kingdom  be  extended,  in  spirit,  and  in 
power,  over  the  whole  family  of  mankind.  Lord, 
bless  our  native  land,  its  sovereign,  and  its  peo- 
ple. Lord,  bless  thy  holy  church.  Lord,  have 
mercy  upon  the  sorrowful  and  distressed.  Let 
thy  pitying  eye  graciously  behold  and  alleviate 
human  suffering.  O  Lord,  bless  our  friends ;  for- 
give our  enemies ;  and  ever  grant  us  thy  protec- 
tion and  pardon,  through  the  precious  blood  of 
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our  Lord  Jesus  Christy  who^  while  on  earth, 
taught  us  thus  to  pray  : 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us,  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture^  is  in  Saint  Johns  Gos- 
pelf  the  14/A  chapter,  from  the  1st  to  the  17th 
verse. 

"  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled :  ye  believe  in  God, 
believe  also  in  me.  In  my  Father's  house  are  many  man- 
sions :  if  it  were  not  so,  I  would  have  told  you.  I  go  to 
prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place 
for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  unto  myself ; 
that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also.  And  whither  I 
go  ye  know,  and  the  way  ye  know.  Thomas  saith  unto 
him.  Lord,  we  know  not  whither  thou  goest;  and  how 
can  we  know  the  way?  Jesus  saith  unto  him,  I  am 
the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  Ufe :  no  man  cometh  unto 
the  Father,  but  by  me.  If  ye  had  known  me,  ye  should 
have  known  my  Father  also:  and  from  henceforth  ye 
know  him,  and  have  seen  him.  Philip  saith  unto  him. 
Lord,  shew  us  the  Father,  and  it  sufficeth  us.  Jesus 
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saith  unto  him,  Have  I  been  so  long  time  with  you,  and  yet 
hast  thou  not  known  me,  Philip  ?  He  that  hath  seen  me, 
hath  seen  the  Father ;  and  how  sayest  thou,  then,  Shew 
us  the  Father?  Believest  thou  not  that  I  am  in  the 
Father,  and  the  Father  in  me?  the  words  that  I  speak 
unto  you,  I  speak  not  of  myself:  but  the  Father  that 
dwelleth  in  me,  he  doeth  the  works.  Believe  me  that  I 
am  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father  in  me :  or  else  believe 
me  for  the  very  works'  sake.  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you. 
He  that  believeth  on  me,  the  works  that  I  do  shall  he  do 
also ;  and  greater  works  than  these  shall  he  do ;  because 
I  go  unto  my  Father.  And  whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  my 
name,  that  will  I  do,  that  the  Father  may  be  glorified  in 
the  Son.  If  ye  shall  ask  any  thing  in  my  name,  I  will  do 
it.  If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commandments :  and  I  will 
pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another  Comforter, 
that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever ;  even  the  Spirit  of 
truth;  whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  because  it  seeth 
him  not,  neither  knoweth  him  :  but  ye  know  him ;  for  he 
dwelleth  with  you,  and  shall  be  in  you." 


SERMON  IX. 

SPECIAL  PROVIDENCE  OF  GOD. 

In  the  145M  Psalm,  at  the  18/A  verse,  it  is  thus 
written : 

The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  him, 
to  all  that  call  upon  him  in  truth  !" 

The  ways  of  Jehovah,  in  this  world,  often  ap- 
pear intricate  and  mysterious,  because  we  do  not 
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observe,  with  the  eye  of  faith,  his  over-ruling 
hand,  nor  acknowledge,  with  a  grateful  heart, 
that  all  things  work  together  for  good,  to  him  who 
trusts  in  God,  and  believes  in  Jesus.  Too  often 
is  unenlightened  man  heard  to  enquire,  If  God 
superintend  the  affairs  of  life,  wherefore  does  he 
permit  his  people  to  suffer,  whilst  the  children  of 
the  world  often  participate  in  every  earthly  com- 
fort, and  in  their  hours  of  enjoyment,  drive  away 
the  very  thought  of  sorrow  and  of  care  ?"  Unbe- 
lievers exclaim  :  "  Why  do  we  see  men,  whose 
lives  appear  so  like  the  Christian's,  suffering  pain 
of  body,  and  anxiety  of  mind,  more  intensely,  than 
those,  who  do  not  acknowledge  God  in  their 
heart,  and  who  in  their  works  altogether  deny 
him  ?  Why,"  they  exclaim,  is  the  Christian, 
who  gave  so  large  a  portion  of  his  wealth  to  feed 
the  poor,  and  who  successfully  exerted  his  in- 
fluence in  society,  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  the 
benefit  of  mankind, — why  is  he  doomed  to  suffer 
misfortune  so  severely?  Was  it  not  he,  who  in 
one  quarter  reared  a  temple  for  Grod's  worship, 
and  in  another  raised  an  asylum  for  the  indigent? 
Behold,  all  his  estate  hath  passed  from  him 
unto  strangers,  and  he,  whom  the  poor  and  af- 
flicted often  lifted  up  their  hands  to  bless,  now 
rather  requires  their  sympathy  and  commiseration. 
Are  such'*  asks  the  scoffer,  '*  the  rewards  of  God's 
service  ?  —  are  these  the  favours  he  bestows  upon 
his  chosen  people  ?" 


80  Third  Sunday  after  Epiphany. 

It  may  be  replied,  to  all  such  questions,  that 
God's  ways  are  not  as  our  ways  ;  that  the  Judge  of 
the  earth  always  doeth  aright ;  that  the  Lord  who 
reigneth  over  all,  is  gracious  unto  all,  and  is  not 
to  be  accused  of  misgovemment  by  us,  since  he  is 
infinite  in  wisdom :  were  we  to  comprehend  fully 
his  acts,  then  the  infinitude  of  his  wisdom  would 
cease,  which  is  impossible.    Let  us  consult  our 
own  experience  on  this  subject.     The  more 
closely  we  examine  the  events  of  our  own  life, 
we  shall  perceive,  how  incompetent  we  are  to 
judge  of  what  is  most  proper  for  ourselves :  how 
then  can  we  judge  what  is  best  for  others  ?  Is 
there  a  rational  being,  who  upon  reflection,  fails 
to  remember,  how  fatal  would  have  been  the  re- 
sult of  many  of  his  schemes,  had  he  been  per- 
mitted to  adopt  them?    Can  he  deny,  that  the 
deprivation  of  wealth,  or  outward  estate,  to  those 
who  think  at  all,  does  not  teach  them  to  rely  more 
sincerely  upon  God  ?   That  the  death  of  friends 
informs  them  how  short  and  uncertain  is  their  own 
existence,  and  that  sorrow,  and  sickness,  and  suf- 
fering, are  most  impressive,  although  silent  moni- 
tors, of  the  presence  of  Him^  in  whose  hands  life 
is,  and  whose  wisdom  none  may  dispute.  Thus 
the  Christian  is  chastened,  that  he  may  be  a  par- 
taker of  God's  holiness.    Severe  trials  are  sent  to 
him,  that  remaining  sin  may  be  uprooted,  weak 
grace  invigorated,  the  path  of  duty  more  distinctly 
seen,  its  track  more  willingly  followed.  Trials 
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bring  the  Christian  nearer  to  God,  and  open  a 
way  to  closer  communion  with  him.  Trials  are 
blessings  in  disguise,  and  the  Christian  sufferer  is 
enabled  to  say,  It  was  good  for  me  that  I  was 
afflicted."  "  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judg- 
ments are  right,  and  that  thou,  in  faithfulness, 
hast  afflicted  me."  Assured,  that  when  God's 
purposes  are  eflfected,  deliverance  will  follow, 
the  Christian  faints  not,  but  in  the  darkest  gloom 
he  traces  a  gleam  of  mercy.  While  a  sojourner  in 
this  world,  the  believer  rejoices  in  the  thought,  that 
there  is  a  present  God,  and  a  special  Providence, 
in  every  event  of  life.  "  Father,  thy  will  be  done," 
is  each  moment  the  language  of  his  heart.  While 
the  untried  Christian,  is  a  rare  and  uninteresting 
character,  how  truly  ought  we  to  venerate  the  old 
and  faithful  believer,  who  through  every  trial  and 
vicissitude,  hath  adhered  to  his  Master,  and  to 
his  Master's  cause  ;  who  in  all  circumstances 
still  declares,  Neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels, 
nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  shall  be  able  to 
separate  me  from  the  love  of  God." 

The  believer  always  receives,  willingly,  the 
message  of  God,  whether  joyous  or  grievous,  that 
he  may  meditate  on  it,  and  obey  it ;  that  he  may 
learn  God's  will  concerning  him  ;  that  in  all  things 
he  may  experience  God's  enriching  grace.  Cheer- 
fully he  follows  the  divine  command,  diligently  con- 
ndering  the  words  of  the  Psalmist,     The  Lord  is 
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nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upon  him,  to  all  that 
call  upon  him  in  truth  f 

The  word  of  God  is  a  solid  foundation  for  Chris- 
tian confidence. 

The  Bible  anticipates  the  believer's  state  to 
be  sometimes  a  state  of  worldly  suffering,  but 
it  also  graciously  announces  the  power  that  is 
to  deliver.    God  is  nigh  unto  him  in  his  chamber, 
when  with  earnest  prayer  he  addresses  his  Fa- 
ther in  heaven."    God  is  nigh  unto  him  in  the 
reading  of  his  holy  word,  in  answer  to  prayer  for 
spiritual  illumination.    What  in  it  was  once  dark, 
is  now  understood.    What  was  formerly  mysteri- 
ous, is  explained  :  light  shines  from  every  page : 
it  becomes  a  lamp  to  his  path.    God  is  nigh  to  the 
Christian  in  the  day  of  suffering,  and  its  severities 
are  soothed  by  the  heavenly  presence.    God  is 
nigh  in  the  darkening  hour  and  agony  of  death. 
As  the  worlds  and  its  scenes  are  becoming  more  dim 
in  his  remembrance,  angels  are  unfolding  the  gates 
of  heaven  for  his  reception,  while  God  and  the 
heavenly  hosts  are  gradually  unveiled  to  his  view. 
If,  then,  we  be  God*s,  and  he  be  ours,  in  the 
Saviour,  worldly  blessings  may  fail  for  a  season,  but 
God  shall  deliver  us  from  all  our  distresses.  And 
O,  how  rich  his  spiritual  gifts !    God  our  Father! 
Jesus  our  Friend !    The  Holy  Spirit  reigning  in  our 
hearts!  These  blessings  our  Saviour  hath  pur- 
chased with  his  precious  blood,  for  all  who  draw  nigh 
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to  God, with  sincere  faith  in  the  atoning  sacrifice  of 
Jesus.  Are  these  blessings  ours  ?  do  we  indeed  feel. 

They  Deed  not  hare  •  sigh  nor  tear. 
Who  lean  on  Jeans'  breaat.  — 

Happy  they  who  can  so  speak ! 

But  God  is  also  nigh  unto  the  worldling,  the  un- 
believer, the  obstinate,  and  careless  sinner.  God 
marks  opportunities  of  reformation  despised  ;  hea- 
venly counsel  rejected ;  his  word  unheeded ; 
prayer  neglected;  and  the  service  of  the  sanc- 
tuary disregarded.  GKkI  marks,  in  the  book  of 
his  remembrance^  all  these  offences. 

Say  then,  this  day,  whom  you  will  serve  ?  your 
decision  is  for  eternity,  —  happiness  or  misery  is 
before  you.  If  you  be  still  strangers  to  truth 
and  holiness,  O  be  entreated  to  turn  from  the 
evil  of  your  ways,  and  in  Christ's  name  be  ye 
reconciled  to  God.  Amen. 

May  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  know- 
ledge and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  Grod  Almighty,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  amongst 
you,  and  remain  with  you  always.  Amen. 
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FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EPIPHANY. 


Let  us  pray. 

O  God,  who  knowest  us  to  be  set  in  the  midst  of 
so  many  and  great  dangers,  that  by  reason  of  the 
frailty  of  our  nature  we  cannot  always  stand 
upright ;  grant  to  us  such  strength  and  protection, 
as  may  support  us  in  all  dangers,  and  carry  us 
through  all  temptations,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Gracious,  and  heavenly  Father,  do  thou  make 
us  thine,  in  heart,  and  in  conduct.  Thou  hast 
placed  us  in  a  world,  which  with  all  its  enjoy* 
ments,  is  fast  fleeting  away,  for  here  we  have  no 
continuing  city.  But  those  who  have  thee  for 
their  Father,  who  have  tasted  of  thy  grace,  who 
have  known  thy  mercy  in  Jesus,  and  are  endowed 
with  thy  Holy  Spirit,  these  thy  people,  are  en- 
abled to  look  forward  to  the  enduring  scenes  of 
eternity,  and  to  anticipate  the  glories  of  thy 
heavenly  kingdom.    We  bless  thee,  that  God  was 
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manifest  in  the  flesh,  when  Jesus  came  on  his 
errand  of  mercy  and  love.  We  adore  thy  name, 
that  free  grace  is  offered  unto  all  that  come  unto 
thee  through  him,  with  humble,  lowly,  penitent, 
and  obedient  hearts.  We  bless  thee  for  the 
promise  that  all  who  accept  of  his  salvation,  shall 
experience  that  favour,  which  thou,  O  God,  hast 
thyself  promised.  Though  our  sins  be  as  scarlet, 
they  shall  be  white  as  snow;  though  they  be  red 
as  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  wool.  May  a  new 
life  be  begun  in  us,  and  under  the  influence  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  may  we  ever  exercise  the  christian 
graces  in  our  walk  and  conversation.  Reconciled 
to  thee,  through  the  peace-speaking  blood  of  the 
Saviour,  may  we  pursue  the  Christian  course  with 
unwearied  step,  still  pressing  forward  to  the  full- 
ness of  perfection  in  Christ  Jesus,  still  intent  on 
the  loveliness  of  the  heavenly  mansions,  and  rejoic- 
ing that  therein  our  Saviour  has  gone  before,  to  pre- 
pare a  place  for  us.  We  bless  thee  for  the  frequent 
opportunities  we  enjoy,  of  adoring  thy  name,  and 
ascribing  to  thee  the  glory  and  the  praise.  May 
all  such  services,  more  and  more  prepare  us  for 
the  services  of  eternity.  We  pray  for  our  friends, 
may  they  be  thy  friends,  and  the  followers  of 
Jesus ;  if  we  have  enemies,  we  pray  thee  to  par- 
don them,  and  to  turn  their  unkindness  into  love. 
Lord,  pity  the  sick  and  afilicted.  Hear  their  cry, 
and  send  help  from  thy  holy  habitation.  Heavenly 
Father,  let  thy  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  ever- 
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more  our  portion,  for  the  Redeemer's  sake,  who 
taught  us  thus  to  pray : — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  the  4th  chapter  of 
Saint  Paufs  First  Epistle  to  Timothy. 

"  Now  the  Spirit  speaketh  expressly,  that  in  the  latter 
times  some  shall  depart  from  the  faith,  giving  heed  to 
seducing  spirits,  and  doctrines  of  devib ;  speaking  lies  in 
hypocrisy ;  having  their  conscience  seared  with  a  hot  iron. 
Forbidding  to  marry  ;  and  commanding  to  abstain  from 
meats,  which  Ood  hath  created  to  be  received  with  thanks- 
giving of  them  which  believe  and  know  the  truth.  For 
every  creature  of  Ood  is  good,  and  nothing  to  be  refused, 
if  it  be  received  with  thanksgiving :  for  it  is  sanctified  by 
the  word  of  Ood,  and  prayer.  If  thou  put  the  brethren  in 
remembrance  of  these  things,  thou  shalt  be  a  good  minister 
of  Jesus  Christ,  nourished  up  in  the  words  of  faith  and  of 
good  doctrine,  whereunto  thou  £ast  attained.  But  refuse 
profieuie  and  old  wives'  fables,  and  exercise  thj^lf  rather 
unto  godliness.    For  bodily  exercise  profiteth  little;  but 
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godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things,  having  promise  of 
the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come.  This 
is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation.  For 
therefore  we  both  labour  and  suffer  reproach,  because  we 
trust  in  the  living  God,  who  is  the  saviour  of  all  men, 
specially  of  those  that  believe.  These  things  command  and 
teach.  Let  no  man  despise  thy  youth ;  but  be  thou  an 
example  of  the  believers,  in  word,  in  conversation,  in 
charity,  in  spirit,  in  fiuth,  in  purity.  Till  I  come,  give 
attendance  to  reading,  to  exhortation,  to  doctrine.  Neg- 
lect not  the  gift  that  is  in  thee,  which  was  given  thee  by 
prophecy,  with  the  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  the  presbytery. 
Meditate  upon  these  things ;  give  thyself  wholly  to  them  ; 
that  thy  profiting  may  appear  to  all.  Take  heed  unto 
thyself,  and  unto  the  doctrine ;  continue  in  them ;  for  in 
doing  this  thou  shalt  both  save  thyself,  and  them  that 
hear  thee." 


SERMON  X. 

CHRISTIAN  DUTIES. 

In  the  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  I6th 
chapter,  and  I3th  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

Watch  ye ;  stand  fiaist  in  the  faith ;  quit  you  like  men : 
be  strong." 

The  members  of  the  Gorintbiaa  church,  after 
having  received  the  word  gladly,  and  having  in 
some  degree  attained  to  a  knowledge  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,  were  at  length  assailed,  both  by 
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temporal  and  spiritual  foes,  and  were  therefore 
addressed  by  the  Apostle,  with  all  the  energy  of 
a  leader,  and  all  the  earnestness  of  a  friend. 
Already  had  disputes  and  discussions  excited 
keen  feelings  in  the  church  at  Corinth,  and 
although  Saint  Paul  frequently  exhorted  its 
members  to  Christian  conduct,  still  their  con- 
tinued irregularities  could  not  be  denied.  Satan 
taking  advantage  of  such  failures  on  their  part, 
sought  to  enslave  them  in  the  bonds  of  animosity 
and  uncharitableness,  and  to  induce  them  to 
abandon  that  freedom,  by  which  Christ  himself 
had  made  them  free.  Anxious  for  the  welfare  of 
his  converts,  and  solicitous  that  they  should  es- 
cape the  fatal  snares  of  the  destroyer,  the  Apostle 
earnestly  directs  their  attention  to  the  duty  of 
watchfulness  in  these  words — Watch  ye.*' 

Watchfulness,  as  a  Christian  duty,  is  recom- 
mended and  enforced  by  the  blessed  Jesus,  the 
Author  of  our  salvation,  and  the  Prince  of  his 
people.  Watch," — watch  and  pray,"  are  his 
own  expressions,  and  these  are  most  important 
injunctions  for  the  guidance  of  his  disciples  in  all 
ages  of  the  church,  and  in  every  stage  of  their 
spiritual  warfare.  As  a  faithful  sentinel  not  only 
observes  that  all  around  him  is  secure,  but  also 
notices  each  movement  in  the  camp  of  the  enemy, 
so  the  Christian  must  anxiously  guard  the  avenues 
of  his  heart  against  every  temptation,  he  must 
avoid  even  the  appearance  of  evil,  and  must  be  fully 
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prepared  to  meet  his  indefatigable  foe,  in  whatever 
manner  be  may  by  him  be  assailed.  To  encourage 
the  Christian  for  a  combat  so  momentous,  God  has 
provided  for  him  suitable  means  of  defence.  If  God's 
command  to  watch"  be  obeyed,  he  grants  the 
believer  heavenly  armour,  alike  invulnerable  and 
irresistible.  For  him  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  is  un- 
sheathed. For  him  the  breastplate  of  righteousness 
is  tempered.  For  him  the  helmet  of  salvation  is 
plumed,  and  to  him  the  shield  of  faith  is  presented; 
for  the  Christian  is  also  required  to  be  in  the  faith, 
"  watch  ye,  stand  fast  in  the  faith." 

Faith  in  Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  Saviour  of 
sinners,  is  the  animating  cause,  the  spiritual  courage, 
by  which  the  Christian  warrior  is  enabled  to  use 
the  Christian  armour  with  the  greatest  effect.  As 
the  faithful  sentinel  does  not  silently  await  the 
enemy's  attack,  but  gives  warning  of  his  approach, 
and  then  retreats  to  a  strong  hold,  within  whose 
bulwark  he  joins  his  friends,  and  is  secure,  so  it  is 
with  the  Christian.  When  he  perceives  temptation 
about  to  assail  him,  he  does  not,  for  he  dare  not, 
trust  in  his  own  strength.  He  flies  for  refuge  to  his 
Saviour,  and  finds  him  truly  to  be  as  a  rock  of  de- 
fence," and  "  as  a  strong  tower."  He  thinks  of  the 
gracious  promises  of  deliverance,  and  prays  that  to 
him  they  may  be  realised.  Blessed  Jesus !"  he 
exclaims,  thou  hast  said,  I  will  never  leave  thee, 
nor  forsake  thee ;  O  now,  even  now,  show  thy  mercy 
unto  me.    Without  thee,  I  can  do  nothing,  but 
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with  thee,  all  is  mine,  and  neither  principalities 
nor  powers,  shall  prevail  against  me,  when  the 
arms  of  thy  omnipotence  guard  my  path.  O 
make  thy  grace  sufficient  for  me,  and  perfect  thy 
strength  in  my  weakness."  Happy !  thrice  happy 
are  they  who  can  thus  fly  under  the  shadow  of 
the  almighty  wings,  and  hasten  to  Jesus  with  that 
holy  confidence,  which  never,  never  was  exercised 
in  vain. 

It  may  be  also  remarked,  that  the  Apostle  en- 
joins, we  should  be  not  only  "  in  the  faith,"  but  that 
we  should  "stand  fast"  in  it. 

While  some  professing  believers  exercise  both 
faith  and  watchfulness,  when  circumstances  are 
prosperous,  yet  in  the  day  of  calamity,  to  the 
church  or  to  themselves,  they  demand,  who  now 
will  shew  us  any  good  ?  It  was  not  thus  with 
the  faith  of  the  Apostle.  His  faith  was  a  light,  bril- 
liant indeed  at  first,  yet  shining  more  and  more  unto 
the  perfect  day, — a  flame  ever  increasing,  with  its 
direction  heavenward.  His  faith  was  a  steadfast 
and  undying  principle,  it  supported  him  in  every 
trial,  it  bore  him  up  amid  all  the  billows  of  ad- 
versity. What  although  kings  denounced  him, 
and  governors  threatened  him,  and  tyrants  im- 
prisoned him,  and  friends  forsook  him  and  fled  ? 
For  the  sake  of  Jesus  he  rejoiced  that  he  was 
counted  worthy  to  suffer.  Did  not  a  greater  than 
he  also,  even  the  Saviour  himself,  present  an  ex- 
ample yet  more  illustrious  of  holy  confidence  in  his 
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heavenly  Father?  After  that  awful  hour,  when 
Jesus  was  scourged,  and  crowned  with  thorns,  and 
deridingly  enrobed  with  purple,  and  compelled  to 
bear  his  cross,  and  walked  forth  to  suffer  on 
Mount  Calvary,  then  it  was  he  anew  proclaimed 
to  the  world  his  confidence  in  his  heavenly  Father, 
as  he  said,  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commend  my 
spirit,''  and  having  thus  spoken  he  gave  up  the 
ghost. 

The  Apostle  having  shewn  to  the  church  he 
addressed,  the  means  in  their  power,  for  re- 
sisting their  spiritual  foes,  calls  upon  them  courage- 
ously to  use  these  means,  and  concludes  by 
animating  their  courage  for  the  approaching  con- 
flict :  **  Quit  you  like  men,  be  strong." 

As  it  is  disgraceful  for  soldiers,  who  are  not 
only  provided  with  weapons,  but  who  know  their 
use,  to  fly  before  an  enemy,  so  the  Christian  com- 
batant is  exhorted  in  his  spiritual  warfare,  boldly 
to  wield  the  weapons  of  his  Lord.  As  doubt  or 
fear  on  his  part  would  encourage  his  enemy,  he  is 
called  on  to  quit  himself  with  the  bravery  of  a 
man,  and  to  fear  no  evil.  His  duties  are  obvious, 
and  he  must  not  desert  the  standard  of  him,  through 
whom,  if  he  be  faithful,  victory  shall  be  won. 
''Therefore,  let  us  not  sleep  as  do  others,  but 
watch  and  be  sober,  and  let  us  also  watch  unto 
prayer."  Wemust  ''ask"  if  we  wish  to  "receive"  that 
grace,  by  which  only,  we  can  watch  successfully, 
and  "  stand  fast"  and  "  quit  us  like  men,"  at  length 
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through  its  influence  becoming  triumphant  over 
the  powers  of  darkness,  which  are  leagued  against 
us.  Animated  then,  by  the  glorious  example  of 
our  Lord,  and  of  his  apostles,  and  of  holy  prophets, 
and  martyrs,  and  encouraged  by  the  gracious 
promises  of  support  and  assistance  in  the  word  of 
God,  let  us  "  be  strong  and  of  good  courage," 
assured  that  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not. 
Relying  upon  him,  who  is  mighty  to  save,  may 
we  be  of  that  happy  number,  who  while  on  earth 
are  enabled  to  obey  this  solemn  injunction. 

Watch  ye,  stand  fast  in  the  faith,  quit  you  like 
men,  be  strong."  Amen. 

May  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  know- 
ledge and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  amongst 
you  and  remain  with  you  always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee  to  keep  thy  church  and 
household  continually  in  thy  true  religion;  that 
they  who  do  lean  only  upon  the  hope  of  thy  hea- 
venly grace,  may  evermore  be  defended  by  thy 
mighty  power,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


Glory  be  to  thee,  O  God.  Great  art  thou,  and 
greatly  to  be  praised,  and  to  be  had  in  reverence. 
Angels  who  excel  in  love  and  in  knowledge,  the 
cherubim  and  seraphim  bow  before  thee,  O  Lord, 
in  silent  adoration,  while  all  the  spirits  of  the  re- 
deemed ascribe  honour,  and  praise,  and  glory,  to 
thine  exalted  name.  Nor  would  we  on  earth  be 
silent,  for  we  have  been  the  children  of  many 
mercies,  and  of  continued  loving  kindness.  O 
God,  blessed  be  thy  goodness  and  thy  grace,  thou 
hast  not  visited  us  in  wrath,  as  our  sins  have  de- 
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served,  but  hast  exhibited  thy  character  unto  us, 
as  that  of  a  sympathizing  Father,  who  from  on 
high  pitied  our  low  and  lost  estate,  and  graciously 
found  a  ransom,  to  free  us  from  the  curse  of  a 
broken  law,  and  to  bring  us  into  reconciliation 
with  thee,  our  Creator  and  our  King.    Not  unto 
us,  O  Lord,  but  unto  thyself,  be  all  the  glory. 
Lord,  enable  us  to  live  by  faith  in  Jesus.  May 
he  be  our  hope  and  confidence,  and  seeing  there 
is  no  other  name  under  heaven,  to  rescue  us  from 
the  condemnation  entailed  upon  us  by  our  sins, 
may  we  flee  to  the  Saviour,  and  in  him  find  thy 
forgiveness  and  reconciliation.    We  pray  that  the 
riches  of  thy  mercy  may  be  universally  felt  and 
acknowledged.    That  the  anticipated  time  may 
soon  arrive,  when  earth  shall  present  before  thee 
one  holy  and  happy  family  of  sincere  worshippers. 
For  such  a  service,  may  men  prepare,  by  the 
sanctification  of  thy  holy  day,  by  a  faithful  ob- 
servance of  religious  worship,  and  through  assist- 
ing grace,  by  a  willing  obedience  to  the  com- 
mands of  the  Redeemer.    May  mourners  in  Zion 
be  comforted.    May  the  prayers  of  the  sick  and 
afflicted  be  graciously  heard  by  thee,  O  our  God, 
and  may  they  experience  all  those  consolations, 
which  thy  holy  word,  and  Divine  presence,  can 
alone  impart. 

Lord,  pardon  our  sins.  Accept  our  thanks 
for  thy  mercies,  and  be  thou  graciously  with  us, 
to  bless  us,  and  to  do  us  good,  for  the  Redeemer's 
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sake,  who,  while  on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to 
pray: 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead 
us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil : 
for  thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture,  is  in  Saint  PauVs  Epis- 
tle to  the  Ephesians,  the  2nd  chapter,  from  the  IQth 
to  the  22nd  verse. 

For  we  are  his  workmanship,  created  in  Christ 
Jesus  unto  good  works,  which  Ood  hath  before  ordained, 
that  we  should  walk  in  them.  Wherefore  remember,  that 
ye  being  in  time  past  Oentiles  in  the  flesh,  who  are  called 
uncircumcision  by  that  which  is  called  the  circumcision  in 
the  flesh,  made  by  hands ;  that  at  that  time  ye  were  with- 
out Christ,  being  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel, 
and  strangers  from  the  covenants  of  promise,  having  no 
hope,  and  veithout  Ood  in  the  world :  but  now,  in  Christ 
Jesus,  ye  who  sometimes  were  far  off*,  are  made  nigh  by 
the  blood  of  Christ.  For  he  is  our  peace,  who  hath  made 
both  one,  and  hath  broken  down  the  middle  wall  of  par- 
tition between  us ;  having  abolished  in  his  flesh  the  en- 
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mity,  even  the  law  of  commandments  contained  in  ordi- 
nances ;  for  to  make  in  himself  of  twain  one  new  man,  so 
making  peace ;  and  that  he  might  reconcile  both  unto  Grod 
in  one  body  by  the  cross,  having  slain  the  enmity  thereby; 
and  came  and  preached  peace  to  you  which  were  afar  ofiT 
and  to  them  that  were  nigh.  For  through  him  we  both 
have  access  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father.  Now,  there- 
fore, ye  are  no  more  strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow 
citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of  the  household  of  God  ;  and 
are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and  prophets, 
Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  comer  stone ;  in  whcnn 
all  the  building,  fitly  framed  together,  groweth  unto  an 
holy  temple  in  the  Lord  :  in  whom  ye  also  are  builded  to- 
gether for  an  habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit" 


SERMON  XL 

SALVATION  BY  GRACE  THROUGH  JESUS. 

In  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  the  2nd 
chapter,  ajtd  the  \st  verse ^  it  is  thus  written: 

And  you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in  tret- 
passes  and  sins/' 

It  is  the  glorious  privilege  of  Christianity,  to 
announce  freedom  to  the  captive,  and  liberty  to 
the  enslaved.  To  raise  men  from  despair  to  hap- 
piness ;  from  darkness,  to  light ;  from  spiritual 
death,  to  spiritual  life ;  from  the  grovelling  in- 
terests of  earth,  to  the  elevating  delights  of  hea- 
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ven ;  and  from  being  the  servant  of  sin,  to  be  the 
willing  follower  of  the  holy  and  blessed  Saviour. 
Invested  with  the  emblems  of  Christ's  service,  a 
new  life  animates  the  heart;  former  sins  are 
abandoned,  and  hated ;  the  influence  of  vices, 
that  once  held  tyrannic  sway,  is  diminished  or 
destroyed :  pride,  envy,  covetousness,  and  all  un- 
charitableness,  are  through  grace  now  unknown, 
or  known  only  as  foes  to  the  converted  soul.  The 
grateful  heart,  which  is  purified  by  the  blood  of 
Jesus,  delights  in  obedience  to  his  commands. 
In  it  old  things  have  passed  away,  and  all  things 
have  become  new."  Happy  they  who  trust  in 
Jesus !  Happy  they  whose  God  is  the  Lord,  who 
will  have  no  other  God  to  reign  over  them,  who 
are  his  only,  his  wholly,  and  his  for  ever. 

The  words  of  scripture  now  read,  while  they 
refer  so  particularly  to  spiritual  life,  also  declare 
that  the  members  of  the  Ephesian  church,  to 
whom  they  were  addressed,  were  at  one  time 
even  as  others,  in  a  state  of  spiritual  death,  ^'you 
who  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins."  Such  a 
declaration,  by  an  inspired  Apostle,  is  another 
confirmation  of  the  awful  truth,  that  the  natural 
man  is  hostile  to  God,  and  we  are  thus  solemnly 
instructed,  that  the  Being  who  is  ever  enriching 
us  by  his  bounties,  who  alike  manifests  his  won- 
ders, in  the  mighty  and  the  minute  of  creation 
exhibited  in  the  endless  variety  of  nature's  works, 
who  established  the  mountains,  who  tinted  the 
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clouds  of  evening,  who  coloured  the  summer 
flower,  who  illumed  the  precious  gem,  and  by 
whom  all  things  exist;  that  gracious  Being,  is 
by  the  majority  of  mankind  seldom  if  ever  re- 
cognized. These  marks  of  power,  and  wisdom, 
and  goodness,  affect  not  the  cold  and  callous  heart 
of  the  natural  man,  so  atf  to  lead  him  to  their 
great  Author,  nor  do  they  produce  in  his  soul 
that  affection,  which  in  beholding  the  works,  and 
remembering  the  mercy  of  Grod,  looks  upward 
and  exclaims,  ''My  Father  made  them  all!*' 
There  is,  however,  a  rejection  of  God  still  more 
dangerous,  than  the  refusing  to  recognize  him 
in  his  material  works.  God  hath  revealed  him- 
self in  Jesus.  But  although  the  Saviour  in- 
vites, the  natural  man  turns  away.  He  who  is 
mercy  itself  is  distrusted  and  despised.  He  who  is 
boundless  love  is  rejected,  and  thus,  alas !  by  na- 
ture are  we  all  alienated  from  God.  Observe  his 
astonishing  mercy,  his  abounding  goodness,  his 
all  subduing  grace.  Although  man  be  ''  dead"  in 
trespasses  and  sins,  God  can  breathe  spiritual 
vitality  upon  the  heart;  God  can  change  the 
wicked  offender  against  his  law,  into  a  chosen 
vessel  for  his  service.  This  interesting  effect  ori- 
ginates in  a  manner  which  is  ''  not  of  ourselves." 
Were  we  to  look  for  the  mercies  of  God  in  Christ, 
as  a  reward  for  our  endeavours  to  serve  him,  or  as 
a  return  for  our  righteous  works,  we  should  be 
miserably  disappointed  and  deceived.    Which  of 
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God*8  commandments  have  we  not  broken?  How 
often  have  our  private  devotions,  as  well  as  our 
public  wcHTship,  been  those  of  the  lip,  not  of  the 
heart;  the  form  of  godliness,  without  its  influence 
or  power  ?  Alas !  if  our  feelings  were  inappro- 
priate when  actually  engaged  in  6od*s  service, 
how  shall  we  answer  for  those  numerous  sins, 
which  have  led  our  hearts  captive  ?  which  have 
induced  us  to  do  the  things  we  ought  not  to  have 
done,  and  have  proved,  too  evidently,  that  there 
was    no  health  in  us  ?" 

Since,  blind  to  our  delusive  and  fatal  course, 
we  at  one  time  have  forgotten  God,  by  what 
means  does  he  recall  us  to  our  duty,  and  to  him- 
self? "  You,"  saith  the  Apostle,  "  hath  he  quick- 
ened." Almighty  love  is  the  means  employed, 
the  streams  ot  mercy,  never  yet  dry,  still  flow  un- 
interruptedly towards  all  Grod  s  creatures.  Were 
it  not  for  the  riches  of  his  grace,  would  he  ever 
have  devised  a  plan  so  wonderful  in  its  details, 
and  so  complete  for  its  purpose,  as  the  mission  of 
our  Saviour?  By  God's  mercy  in  him  we  are 
'^made  alive."  Through  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  we 
receive  and  accept  of  him  alone  for  our  salvation. 
We  abandon  all  hope  of  deliverance,  except  in 
him.  O,  then,  let  us  never  forget  his  love,  who, 
when  mankind  lay  in  spiritual  death,  called  them 
unto  life  eternal,  through  the  sufficient  sacrifice  of 
his  well  beloved  Son,  who  hath  proclaimed. 

Whosoever  believeth  in  me  shall  not  perish,  but 
H  2 
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have  everlasting  life/*  Yes,  in  onr  favoured 
country,  the  Lord  our  righteousness  hath  arisen 
with  healing  under  his  wings,  and  notwithstand- 
ing all  our  past  unholiness,  Jesus  still  pleads  for 
us  with  a  brother's  earneistness,  still  looks  upon 
us  with  a  brother's  eye,  still  invites  us  to  hasten 
under  the  banner  of  his  love,  and  he  will  receive 
us.  In  such  circumstances  how  faithfully  ought 
we  to  love  him,  who  so  mercifully  loved  us,  and 
with  such  a  love,  that  tongue  cannot  tell  its  extent, 
angels  cannot  sing  all  its  praise,  nor  seraphs 
reveal  all  its  riches.  So  great,  indeed,  is  the 
"  mystery  of  godliness,"  that  the  more  we  in- 
quire, the  more  its  grandeur  and  its  fulness  arise 
before  us.  And  even  when  time  shall  be  no  more, 
when  the  earth  and  the  heavens  shall  be  changed, 
and  men  have  their  doom  of  joy  or  misery  an- 
nounced, the  arches  of  the  heavenly  dome  shall 
still  be  ringing  with  songs  of  glory,  ascribed  to 
him  who  loved  us,  and  who  washed  us  in  his 
blood." 

But  should  we  reject  the  spiritual  life,  which 
God  through  the  Saviour  is  now  willing  to  be- 
stow, we  too  evidently  declare,  that  we  desire 
to  go  on  to  sin.  Mercy  shall  not  always  be  prof- 
ferred  in  vain.  We  shall,  ere  long,  experience 
the  desolation  and  misery  of  such^  a  deter- 
mination. Wretched  in  this  world,  we  can  have 
no  peace  in  a  present  life,  and  when  its  years  and 
days  are  numbered  with  the  past  to  us,  how 
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dreadful  the  approach  of  judgment.  The  trum- 
pet sounds.  The  Judge  is  enthroned.  The  dead, 
small  and  great,  await  their  doom.  While  the 
righteous  enter  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord," 
chains  and  darkness*'  are  reserved  for  those  who 
have  despised  and  rejected  Him.  "  To  them 
that  obey  not  the  truth,  but  obey  unrighteousness, 
indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguish, 
upon  every  soul  of  man  that  doeth  evil."  O,  sin- 
ners I  perishing  sinners  !  if  your  folly  have  not 
altogether  blinded  you,  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come."  You  have  no  time  for  excuses.  Repent, 
ere  the  day  of  peace  close  upon  you  in  gloom ; 
ere  the  light  be  for  ever  shut  out  from  your  eyes. 
You,  at  this  moment,  have  to  entreat  a  God  of 
grace,  mercy,  and  love;  but  if  you  delay,  his 
countenance  of  mercy  shall  be  changed  to  wrath, 
and  then  even  Hope  herself  shall  deny  you  her 
consolations.  May  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy, 
avert  such  a  doom  from  all  present,  and  may  the 
Spirit  of  grace  reign  in  our  hearts,  for  evermore. 
Amen. 

The  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  God,  whose  blessed  Son  was  manifested,  that 
he  might  destroy  the  works  of  the  Devil,  and  make 
us  the  sons  of  God  and  heirs  of  eternal  life ;  grant 
us,  we  beseech  thee,  that  having  this  hope,  we  may 
purify  ourselves,  even  as  he  is  pure ;  that  when 
he  shall  appear  again  with  power  and  great  glory, 
we  may  be  made  like  unto  him  in  his  eternal  and 
glorious  kingdom  ;  where  with  thee,  O  Father,  and 
thee,  O  Holy  Ghost,  he  liveth  and  reigneth  ever, 
one  God,  world  without  end.  Amen. 


Eternal,  and  ever  blessed  God,  to  whom  shall 
we  come  but  unto  thee  ?  As  thine  eyes  are  upon 
every  place,  beholding  the  evil  and  the  good,  so 
we  acknowledge  that  thou  not  only  hearest  the 
words  of  our  mouth,  but  that  the  very  thoughts'  of 
our  heart  are  open  before  thee,  with  whom  we 
have  to  do.  Gracious  God,  we  confess  that  wert 
thou  strict  to  mark,  and  extreme  to  punish,  we 
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could  not  answer  thee  for  one  of  a  thousand  of  our 
transgressions.  To  us  belong  shame,  and  con- 
fusion of  face,  because  we  have  sinned  and  done 
evil  in  thy  sight.  But  blessed  be  thy  sovereign 
grace,  thou  hast  declared,  that,  while  those  who 
cover  their  sins  shall  not  prosper,  those  who  con- 
fess and  forsake  them  shall  find  mercy. 

Lord,  we  confess  that  by  nature  our  understand- 
ing is  darkened,  being  alienated  from  thee,  and 
that  to  this  natural  evil,  we  have  added  many 
actual  transgressions,  we  have  hated  instruction, 
and  despised  reproof,  and  have  been  too  ready  for 
the  service  of  sin,  but  negligent  and  forgetful  of 
thy  most  holy  commandments.  O  Lord,  we  per- 
ceive that  we  have  in  ourselves,  no  plea  of  atone- 
ment. But  we  rejoice,  that  still  there  is  hope. 
We  would  appropriate  the  blessed  promises  of  the 
holy  Gospel,  and  praise  thee  with  our  whole  heart, 
for  the  redemption  provided  by  thee  for  all  those 
who  come  to  thee,  through  faith  in  Christ's  precious 
blood,  shed  for  the  remission  of  the  sins  of  many. 
Grant  us  grace,  O  Lord,  that  in  future  we  may  be 
enabled  to  resist  the  allurements  of  Satan,  the 
deceit  of  our  own  hearts,  and  the  follies,  vices,  and 
vanities  of  a  present  evil  world.  Lord  of  all 
power  and  might,  make  us  thy  people,  and  be 
thou  our  God.  Blessed  Jesus,  may  we  be  thine 
in  heart  and  in  conduct.  O  Holy  Spirit,  conde- 
scend to  dwell  in  us  richly,  and  breathe  upon  us, 
that  our  $ouk  may  be  filled  with  thy  presence. 
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Now  to  the  ever  blessed  and  glorious  Trinity,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  eternal 
praise  and  glory  evermore.  Amen. 

Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles,  2nd  chapter,  from  the  38th  verse. 

"  Then  Peter  said  unto  them,  Repent,  and  be  baptized 
every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  re- 
mission of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  For  the  promise  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children, 
and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our 
God  shall  call.  And  with  many  other  words  did  he  testify 
and  exhort,  saying.  Save  yourselves  from  this  untoward 
generation.  Then  they  that  gladly  received  his  word  were 
baptized,  and  the  same  day  there  were  added  unto  them 
about  three  thousand  souls.  And  they  continued  stead- 
fastly in  the  Apostles'  doctrine,  and  fellowship,  and  in 
breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers.  And  fear  came  upon 
every  soul :  and  many  wonders  and  signs  were  done  by 
the  Apostles.    And  all  that  believed  were  together,  and  bad 
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all  things  common ;  and  sold  their  possessions  and  goods^ 
and  parted  them  to  all  men,  as  every  man  had  need.  And 
they,  continoing  daily  with  one  accord  in  the  temple,  and 
breaking  bread  from  house  to  house,  did  eat  their  meat 
with  gladness  and  singleness  of  heart,  praising  God,  and 
having  favour  with  all  the  people.  And  the  Lord  added 
to  the  church  daily  such  as  should  be  saved. 


SERMON  XII. 

THE  LOVE  OF  GOD  TO  MAN. 

In  the  First  Epistle  of  Saint  John^  Srd  chapter, 
and  1st  verse,  it  is  thus  written : 

"  Behold  what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed 
upon  us,  that  we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God !" 

The  love  of  God  in  Jesus,  is  the  cherished  sub- 
ject, on  which  in  this  world  the  heart  of  the 
Christian  delights  to  dwell ;  and  it  shall  be  his 
enrapturing  contemplation  amidst  the  peaceful 
abodes  of  never-ending  happiness  in  heaven.  The 
love  of  God  in  Jesus,  is  a  theme  truly  dear  to 
Christians,  it  delights  the  soul,  it  elevates  the 
affections,  it  is  endless  in  its  duration,  and  it  is 
eternal  in  its  blessedness.  In  almost  every  page 
of  the  sacred  volume,  men  are  taught,  that  God  s 
hand  is  not  shortened  that  it  cannot  save,  and 
that  his  sovereign  grace,  like  the  angel  in  the  prison- 
house,  can  illume  the  darkened  heart,  and  free  it 
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from  every  bond  of  sin,  by  which  it  is  enslaved. 
But  although  merciful,  God  is  also  just,  and 
therefore,  when  the  cords  of  love  fail  to  draw  men 
unto  him,  he  declareth  himself  to  be  a  God,  who 
will  not  always  strive  with  them ;  a  God  who 
when  sinners  are  joined  to  their  idols,  will  visit  upon 
them  their  iniquities.  A  God  of  love,  however,  is 
as  it  were,  unwilling  to  become  a  God  of  wrath, 
until  he  hath  been  often  rejected,  by  his  ungrateful 
children,  who,  having  sold  themselves  to  sin,  desire 
not  that  the  Lord  should  reign  over  them.  Hence 
if  men  only  consider  the  character  of  the  Creator, 
displayed  toward  them,  as  a  Father  who  pitieth 
his  children,  they  must  perceive,  that  in  it  mercy 
and  love  supremely  manifest  themselves.  That 
toward  our  species,  God  delights  to  exercise  the 
unceasing  affection  of  a  parent,  and  all  that  he 
asks,  he  himself  supplying  the  means  of  grace  for 
compliance,  is  that  obedience,  which  love  for  so 
kind  a  parent  would  naturally  inspire.  Alas! 
that  there  should  indeed  be  hearts,  which  never 
respond  to  the  voice  of  tenderness,  nor  kindle  with 
the  warmth  of  gratitude,  nor  glow  with  affection, 
for  the  loving  kindness  that  the  sacred  pages  of 
scripture  so  amply  record.  In  truth,  by  nature 
we  are  all  in  this  state  of  alienation  from  God,  and 
the  difference  between  the  converted,  and  the  un* 
converted  man  is  this,  that  the  former  is  led  to 
embrace  and  accept  the  means  of  reconciliation 
offered  by  God  in  Christ ;  while  the  latter  con- 
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tioues  to  neglect  or  to  despise  them.  The  un- 
converted man's  obstinacy  and  folly,  are  the  more 
melancholy,  when  we  reflect,  how  frequently  the 
ejqiressions  of  God's  sovereign  mercy  are  announc- 
ed to  him.  Although  lus  sins  have  at  present 
separated  him  from  Jehovah,  so  great  is  the  riches 
of  Grod's  grace,  that  he  hath  provided  the  means 
of  restoration  to  his  service,  whensoever,  with 
penitent,  lowly  and  obedient  heart,  the  returning 
nnner,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  draws  nigh  unto  his 
Lord.  Yet  often,  very  often,  does  the  sinner  con- 
tinue unmoved,  and  unaffected.  A  transient 
recollection  of  the  love  of  God,  may  for  a  moment 
touch  his  hard  and  stony  heart,  and  he  may  then 
intend  atsome  future  period,  to  think  of  the  interests 
of  his  immortal  soul.  In  the  meantime,  he  bids  it 
take  its  "rest" — but  out  of  Christ  there  can  be 
no  rest:  the  sinner  by  thus  rejecting  benefits 
offered  to  him  naw^  may  be  rejecting  them  for 
ever ! 

The  causes  of  the  hostility  of  man  to  God,  are  the 
natural  corruption  of  the  human  heart,  united  to  a 
sense  of  actual  disobedience  to  his  commands.  Both 
are  deeply  deplored,  as  they  are  powerfully  felt  by 
every  follower  of  Christ  who  examineth  himself. 
If  at  times  he  feel  a  glow  of  religious  fervour, 
when  the  world  and  all  its  vanities  seem  as  idle 
toys;  when  faith,  spreads  a  glory  around  his  path, 
and  the  purity  of  heaven's  enjoyment,  is  in  some 
degree  realized ;  how  soon  doth  this  beautiful 
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**  bow  of  promise,"  vanish  from  his  sight !  How 
soon  is  he  taught  his  weakness  and  unworthiness^ 
when  he  again  embarks  in  his  worldly  pursuits, 
as  he  evinces  as  much  ardour  and  enthusiasm 
after  riches,  honors,  and  false  ambition,  yea  more 
than  ever  he  displayed  in  the  service  of  his  sur 
preme  Judge.  How  imperfect  then,  the  services 
rendered  to  God  by  the  best  of  men,  and  how  im- 
portant that  we  should  rely  on  another,  and  surer 
ground  of  hope,  even  God's  love  in  Jesus,  which 
surpasseth  knowledge.  To  meditate  on  this  amaz- 
ing love  wherewith  he  hath  loved  us,  and  on  the 
mercy  and  goodness  of  God,  will  increase  our 
ardour  in  his  service,  it  will  promote  our  growth 
in  grace,  while  it  will  inspire  us  with  courage  for 
more  successful  combats,  against  the  temptations 
of  our  hearts,  the  unholy  blandishments  of  vice, 
and  the  power  and  dominion  of  Satan,  thus  exalt- 
ing us  to  the  high  character  of  the  sons  of  God ! 

There  are  comparatively  few  men,  who  disbelieve 
the  existence  of  God,  although  many  are  withheld 
from  his  service,  by  delusions  of  pride,  or  by  mis- 
taken notions  of  the  ground  of  acceptance  with  the 
Creator.      We  cannot  come  unto  him,"  men  say, 

because  we  are  not  good  enough,  we  do  not  think 
ourselves  worthy."  Such  reasoning  is  absurd. 
Because  they  are  sick,  these  men  refuse  a  cure. 
Because  they  are  already  sinners,  these  men  reject 
profTerred  salvation,  by  which  they  may  become 
saints.    They  take  the  risk  of  hell,  because  they 
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are  of  themselves  unfit  for  heaven.  Despising  the 
appointed  means  of  grace,  they  fear  they  cannot 
hope  for  forgiveness  in  the  eyes  of  him,  whose 
name  is  holy,  although  he  invites  them  to  come 
unto  him  and  be  saved.  O  look  ye,  look  ye,  for 
one  moment  to  Mount  Calvary.  For  whom  does 
yonder  Sufferer  bleed Why  is  he  mocked,  and 
reviled,  and  crucified  ?  Why  are  the  heavens 
darkened,  and  the  temple  rent,  and  graves  giving 
up  their  dead,  and  that  pervading  pang,  felt  by 
trembling  nature  ?  All  these  were  ordained,  not 
to  bring  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance. 
It  is  YOU  God  calls  on  to  repent,  and  be  healed. 
You,  whom  God  invites  to  become  his  sons. 
Every  temporal  blessing  you  enjoy,  is  granted  by 
his  bounty.  Doubt  not,  he  can  regenerate  your 
heart,  and  make  you  truly  rich,  in  the  spiritual 
bounties  of  his  grace.  How  earnest  his  longing 
for  your  obedience.  O  that  thou  hadst  hearken- 
ed to  my  commandments.  O  that  my  people  had 
hearkened  unto  me."  To  effect  your  eternal 
happiness,  Jesus  declares  himself  to  be  the  way, 
the  truth,  and  the  life.  Accept  of  him  then  as 
your  Lord  and  Saviour.  Hear  his  own  words, 
"Whosoever  shall  confess  me  before  men,  him 
shall  the  Son  of  man  also  confess  before  the  angels 
of  God."  By  coming  to  God  through  the  Saviour, 
the  roan  who  at  one  time  was  afar  off,  is  made  nigh 
by  the  blood  of  Christ,  "  for  he  is  our  peace  who 
hath  made  both  one,  and  hath  broken  down  the 
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middle  wall  of  partition  between  us,  and  came  and 
preached  peace  unto  you  who  were  afar  off." 
Having  come  unto  him,  your  heart  shall  then  de- 
light in  those  things  by  which  it  was  previously 
unmoved  and  unaffected.  In  answer  to  prayer, 
grace  will  be  freely  afforded  you,  new  feelings  will 
delight  you,  in  walking  with  your  Lord,  and  in 
contemplating  what  manner  of  love  the  Father 
hath  bestowed  upon  you,  which  now  raises  yaa 
to  the  privileges  of  the  sons  of  God.  You  will 
add  to  your  faith,  virtue,  knowledge,  temperance, 
meekness,  patience,  brotherly  kindness,  and 
charity ;  thus  through  divine  assistance  you  will 
faithfully  illustrate  the  Christian  character,  and  in 
TIME  live  for  eternity.  Amen. 

The  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understand- 
ing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  love  of 
God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and 
the  blessing  of  God  Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son, 
and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain 
with  you  always.  Amen. 


Ill 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee  favourably  to  hear  the 
prayers  of  thy  people ;  that  we,  who  are  justly 
punished  for  our  offences,  may  be  mercifully  de- 
livered by  thy  goodness,  for  the  glory  of  thy 
name,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour,  who 
liveth  and  reigneth  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
ever  one  God,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

O  Lord,  thou  art  a  great  Gtod,  and  a  great  king. 
To  thee,  dwelling  amid  the  praises  of  eternity, 
all  angels  crjr  aloud.  Thou  art  that  God,  whom 
no  mortal  eye  hath  seen,  that  Grod,  whom  the 
hosts  of  heaven  worship,  and  whom  saints  in 
heaven  ever  adore.  Thou  chargest  thine  angels 
with  folly,  and  they  cannot  praise  thee,  as  thou 
art  to  be  praised,  and  therefore,  O  Lord,  we  would 
approach  thy  holy  presence  with  reverence  and 
godly  fear,  for  thou  art  a  God  of  holiness,  but  we 
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are  polluted  with  sin.    Thou  art  a  God  of  mercy, 
but  we  have  been  heedless  of  thy  continued  good- 
ness. Thou  art  a  just  God,  but  we  have  broken  thy 
law,  and  wie  cannot  offer  of  ourselves  any  plea  of 
atonement  for  our  guilt,  nor  present  upon  thine 
altar,  an  acceptable  offering,  to  avert  the  ven- 
geance of  a  justly  offended  Creator.    Lord>  visit 
us  not  according  to  .our  iniquities,  lay  not,  we 
pray  thee,  our  sins  to  our  charge.    If  thou  dost 
reckon  them  against  us,  as  the  waters,  our  sins 
will  go  over  our  heads,  and  overwhelm  us  in  de- 
spair.   In  Adam  we  all  sinned,  while  by  our  own 
iniquities,  we  confess,  O  Lord,  that  we  but  too 
plainly  shew,  we  have  inherited  his  disobedience 
and  ingratitude.    Most  glorious,  and  ever  blessed 
Jehovah,  shine  yet  upon  us  in  mercy.    O  Lord, 
most  holy,  lay  not  the  awful  burden  of  our  iniqui- 
ties upon  us.    O  Lord,  most  powerful,  soften  our 
hard  and  stony  hearts,  and  affect  them  with  the 
promises  of  thy  love,  as  displayed  in  the  advent, 
death,  and  ascension  of  thy  blessed  Son  our 
Redeemer.    Through  him  alone  we  come  unto 
thee,  beseeching  pardon  for  the  past,  and  grace 
to  help  us  for  the  future.    O  Lord,  sanctify  us  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  trusting  in  thee,  may  neither 
spiritual,  nor  temporal,  foes  triumph  over  us.  Sub- 
due every  unruly  passion.    Quench  every  unholy 
desire.    Rebuke  and  forbid  every  unhallowed 
thought,  and  grant  us  a  life  of  charity,  piety,  and 
peace.    May  the  blood  of  Jesus  purify  us,  having 
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named  the  name  of  Christ,  may  we  depart  from 
all  appearance  of  evil.  Where  sin  abounded, 
may  grace  yet  more  abound,  and  do  thou  pardon 
us  graciously,  and  love  us  freely,  through  the 
merits,  and  for  the  sake  of  thy  blessed  Son,  our 
Redeemer,  who  taught  us  thus  to  pray :  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Galatiansy  5th  chapter ^  from  the  1st  to  the  ISth 
verse. 

*'  Stand  fast,  therefore,  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ 
hath  made  us  free,  and  be  not  entangled  again  with  the 
yoke  of  bondage.  Behold,  I  Paul  say  unto  you,  that  if 
ye  be  circumcised,  Christ  shall  profit  you  nothing.  For  I 
testify  again  to  every  man  that  is  circumcised,  that  he  is  a 
debtor  to  do  the  whole  law.  Christ  is  become  of  no  effect 
unto  you,  whosoever  of  you  are  justified  by  the  law  ;  ye 
are  fallen  from  grace.    For  we  through  the  Spirit  wait  for 
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the  hope  of  nghteousness  by  faith.  For  in  Jesus  Christ 
neither  circumcision  availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircum- 
cision ;  but  faith  which  worketh  by  love.  Ye  did  run  well: 
who  did  hinder  you,  that  ye  should  not  obey  the  truth  ? 
This  persuasion  cometh  not  of  him  that  calleth  you.  A 
little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump.  I  have  confidence 
in  you  through  the  Lord,  that  ye  will  be  none  otherwise 
minded  :  but  he  that  troubleth  you  shall  bear  his  judg- 
ment whosoever  he  be.  And  I,  brethren,  if  I  yet  preach 
circumcision,  why  do  I  yet  suffer  persecution  ?  Then  is 
the  offence  of  the  cross  ceased.  I  would  they  were  even  cut 
off*  which  trouble  you.  For,  brethren,  ye  have  been  called 
unto  liberty ;  only  use  not  Uberty  for  an  occasion  to  the 
flesh,  but  by  love  serve  one  another.  For  all  the  law  is 
fulfilled  in  one  word,  even  in  this.  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself.  But  if  ye  bite  and  devour  one  another, 
take  heed  that  ye  be  not  consumed  one  of  another.  This 
I  say  then,  walk  in  the  Spirit,  and  ye  shall  not  fulfil  the 
lust  of  the  flesh.  For  the  flesh  lusteth  against  the  Spirit, 
and  the  Spirit  against  the  flesh ;  and  these  are  contrary 
the  one  to  the  other ;  so  that  ye  cannot  do  the  things  that 
ye  would.  But  if  ye  be  led  by  the  Spirit,  ye  are  not  under 
the  law." 
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SERMON  XIII. 

THE  CORRUPTION  OP  THE  HEART  BY  NATURE. 

In  the  book  of  GenesiSy  4th  chapter  and  8th  verse^ 
it  is  thus  written  : 

''And  Cain  talked  with  Abel  his  brother^  and  it  came 
to  pass  when  they  were  in  the  fields  that  Cain  rose  up 
against  Abel  his  brother,  and  slew  him." 


Adam  and  Eve,  driven  by  the  divine  command 
from  Eden, 

With  all  the  world  before  them,  where  to  choose 
Their  place  of  rest/' 

probably  lingered  in  its  vicinity,  and  erected  their 
habitation  near  their  formerly  happy,  but  now 
unapproachable  home.  Often  amidst  the  toil  for 
their  daily  food,  would  our  first  parents  turn  a 
wishful  look  to  that  garden,  wherein  grew  all 
manner  of  fruits  untasted,  whilst  they  laboured 
for  their  sustenance,  and  that  moderate  supply  of 
food,  which  God's  blessing  on  their  continued 
industry  afforded.  Yet  the  loss  of  temporal  en- 
joyment was  small  indeed,  compared  with  that 
momentous  change,  which  had  occurred,  by  the 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  withdrawing  his  pre- 
sence from  their  dwelling  place,  and  no  longer 
affording  that  sweet  communion,  and  daily  inter- 
course with  him,  which  they  had  once  so  happily 
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enjoyed.  God  had  now  shrouded  his  counte- 
nance from  their  view,  although  from  the  secret 
of  his  pavilion,  he  observed  their  ways,  perceived 
their  thoughts,  and  watched  their  actions.  But 
mortal  eye  never,  since  the  fall  of  man,  again  saw 
the  brightness  of  God's  countenance. 

Adam,  when  tempted  to  disobey  God  s  com- 
mand, by  his  conduct,  too  distinctly  proved,  that 
sin  possessed  his  soul.  As  he  conferred  his  out- 
ward image,  changed  as  it  thus  was  by  sin,  upon 
all  his  descendants,  so  have  they  also  inherited 
his  unclean  and  iniquitous  heart.  Sin  having 
corrupted  his  nature,  he  corrupted  ours.  Thus 
are  we  all  born,  as  enemies  of  God,  sons  of 
wrath,  and  heirs  of  destruction. 

The  effects  of  Adam's  transgression  were  but 
too  soon  apparent,  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  manifested  themselves,  in  the  wicked  acts 
of  his  immediate  descendants.  We  have  only  to 
trace  the  history  of  mankind  a  few  years  onward, 
and  we  see  the  horrid  spectacle  of  a  brother 
embruing  his  hands  in  a  brother's  blood!  At  what 
hour  was  so  foul  a  deed  perpetrated  ?  Soon  after 
Abel  had  offered  sacrifice  for  sin,  and  his  altar 
dedicated  to  the  Creator  bore  the  oblation  for 
unholiness  and  transgression.  On  that  fatal  morn- 
ing, Cain  and  Abel  arose  to  prepare  their  altars, 
and  to  arrange  their  offerings.  Adam's  heart  re- 
joiced in  the  hope  of  his  sons  walking  with  God. 
To  behold  Cain  and  Abel  going  forth  in  brotherly 
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affection,  to  honour  that  holy  Being  whose  friend- 
ship he  once  enjoyed,  and  the  remembrance  of 
whose  gracious  manifestations  was  still  very  dear 
to  his  heart,  —  to  see  them  preparing  the  first 
fruits  of  the  earth,  and  the  firstlings  of  the  flock, 
for  such  a  pious  design — such  a  sight,  was  indeed 
some  consolation  to  Adam,  for  the  loss  of  Eden,  and 
the  pleasing  belief  that  theirs  would  be  an  accep- 
table service,  must  have  cheered  him,  even  when 
oppressed  with  the  saddest  thoughts  of  what  was 
lost  by  his  transgression.  How  lamentable  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  undeceived !  Little  did  he 
anticipate,  that  by  envy,  and  by  wrath,  the  bright 
sun  that  shone  on  their  morning  devotion,  should 
ere  evening  shed  its  farewell  rays  upon  his  beloved 
Abel  —  dead  —  and  Cain  his  murderer !  Hapless 
father !  now  dost  thou  indeed  feel,  that  man  was 
made  to  mourn,  since  death  has  entered  by  sin, 
and  grief  is  his  sad  inheritance.  And  thou,  sur- 
viving, hapless,  brother !  thy  punishment  how 
awful,  but  not  undeserved  —  for  thou  didst  act 
with  the  deepest  guile  —  the  most  unhallowed 
deceit.  The  narrative  informs  us,  that  Abel's 
sacrifice  being  accepted,  Cain  immediately  be- 
came dissatisfied,  and  he  then  determined  his 
brother  should  suffer,  although  Grod  had  vouch- 
safed to  declare  the  path  of  duty  and  acceptance. 
He  meditates  his  design  of  unhallowed  vengeance, 
which  relationship  and  humanity,  alike  implore 
him  to  arrest.    While  he  was  in  the  field,  and 
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talked  with  Abel,  at  a  distance  from  their  father  s 
dwelling,  Cain  steals  on  his  unsuspecting  brother, 
and  slays  him. 

Thus  Joab  kissed  Abner,  and  slew  him.  Thus 
Absalom  spake  kindly  to  Ammon,  and  then  de- 
prived him  of  life ;  and  thus  the  betrayer  of  the 
Son  of  God,  said,  Hail,  master,"  and  kissed 
him.  But  an  eye  that  never  sleeps,  watches  the 
evil  doer.  God  is  his  own  witness.  Whereso- 
ever sin  is  conceived  or  intended,  his  eye  not 
only  marks,  but  his  unseen  hand  registers  the 
crime.  "  Darkness  is  as  light  before  him,"  with 
whom  we  have  to  do. 

Cain's  guilt  was  increased  by  jealousy  and  envy. 
Cain  was  very  wroth,  and  his  countenance  fell. 
And  why  ?  Because  his  brother's  offering  was  ac- 
cepted. Envy  can  recognise  no  virtue  in  another, 
that  does  not  bring  some  advantage  to  itself. 
Envy  changes  the  aspect  of  all  around,  producing 
only  chagrin,  and  discontent.  All  it  has  seems 
valueless,  while  it  possesses  not  its  neighbour's  ac- 
quisitions. All  things  profit  Haman  ^'nothing," 
while  Mordecai  is  permitted  to  sit  at  the  king's 
gate.  Such  a  disposition,  the  true  Christian  will 
ever  reprobate.  Its  indulgence  forced  Cain  on- 
ward to  guilt,  and  at  length  branded  him  as  a 
vagabond  and  a  murderer. 

Cain's  sin  was  also  aggravated  by  hostility  to 
God.  Cain  repined  at  the  acceptance  by  Jeho- 
vah of  Abel's  sacrifice,  although  assured  of  future 
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acceptance  for  bis  own,  if  he  did  well,  and  would 
with  patience  wait  for  God  s  blessing.  Cain  pro- 
bably supposed  his  own  offering  the  most  worthy, 
thus  putting  his  ideas  of  what  was  best  in  reckless 
opposition  to  the  will  of  God.  Cain's  opinion  of 
the  Divine  character  was  false,  and  unauthorised; 
and  offended  with  God's  dealings  towards  him,  he 
wreaks  his  vengeance  on  his  young  and  innocent 
brother.  Dreadful,  indeed,  is  the  punishment 
that  follows.  Conscience-stricken,  and  self-con- 
demned, Cain  declares  it  greater  than  he  can 
bear,"  and  he  becomes  a  fugitive  and  a  wanderer 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Let  us  learn  from  this  sad  event,  the  necessity 
of  a  patient  waiting  upon  God,  who  will  give  all 
things  necessary  for  our  spiritual  and  temporal 
good,  for  the  sake  of  his  beloved  Son.  But  the 
time  must  ever  be  committed  to  him,  who  knows 
not  only  what  is  good  for  us,  but  also  when  his 
blessing  may  be  best  bestowed  upon  his  children. 
Let  us  also  be  instructed,  as  to  the  utter  folly,  of 
bringing  our  limited  views  into  competition  with 
the  declarations  of  the  Almighty,  or  placing  the 
feeble  ideas  of  a  created  mind,  in  judgment  upon 
the  words,  acts,  and  laws,  of  the  uncreate  and 
eternal  Jehovah.  Let  us  earnestly  pray  for  divine 
grace,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  restrain  our 
passions.  Let  us  observe  how  one  unhallowed 
act  of  revenge  may  embitter  all  our  future  exis- 
tence, and  ever  remember,  that  the  disciple  of 
Jesus  '*  must  not  strive,"  but  forbear." 
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Abel  was  the  first  martyr  for  religion,  and 
died  by  a  brother  s  hand.  Christ  was  the  head  of 
the  church,  he  came  to  his  own,  yet  they  received 
him  not,  but  cried,  "Crucify  him,  crucify  himT 
Abel  offered  to  God  the  firstlings  of  his  flock, 
and  his  offering  was  accepted.  Christ  offered 
himself  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  and  in  him  God  was 

well  pleased."  Of  Abel's  life,  we  know  little, 
although  doubtless  like  Enoch  he  walked  with 
God,"  but  Christ's  life  was  for  our  example.  He 
went  about  continually  doing  good,  triumphed 
over  every  temptation  of  Satan,  and  achieved 
victory  over  death  and  the  grave.  The  soul  of 
Abel  ascended  to  heaven,  to  be  for  ever  with  its 
God.  Christ  now  exalted  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour, 
pleads  for  his  people  before  the  Father,  and  will 
graciously  assist  those  who  come  to  him  in  faith, 
and  will  walk  with,  and  guide  them,  in  their 
path  of  duty. 

While  he  is  by  our  side,  we  are  safe  amid 
spiritual,  amid  temporal  foes ;  we  need  then  fear 
no  evil,  for  he  will  give  us  grace  sufficient  for  all 
our  wants.  But  apart  from  him,  and  still  in  our 
sins,  how  awful  is  our  danger !  Hear  the  penalty 
of  transgression,  as  expressed  in  the  impressive 
language  of  Scripture,  "Vengeance  belongeth  unto 
me,  I  will  repay,  saith  the  Lord.  It  is  a  fearful 
thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  Grod." 
Amen. 

The  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  under- 
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standing,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.    Amen.  % 
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Let  lis  pray. 

O  Lord  God,  who  seest  that  we  put  not  our 
trust  in  any  thing  that  we  do ;  mercifully  grant 
that  by  thy  power  we  may  be  defended  against  all 
adversity,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

O  Lord,  our  most  merciful  Father,  our  gracious 
Benefactor,  the  Giver  of  all  good,  on  whom  we 
constantly  depend  ;  again  thou  hast  permitted  us, 
blessed  be  thy  name  !  upon  this,  thy  holy  Sab- 
*  bath,  to  approach  thy  throne  of  grace.  We  ac- 
knowledge, O  God,  that  thou  art  continually 
bestowing  on  us,  and  on  all  around  us,  abundant 
mercies.  The  earth  is  full  of  the  riches  of  thy 
bounty.  May  we  ever  gratefully  recognise  thy 
providential  care,  and  O  grant  unto  us,  that  we 
may  know  thee  truly,  and  love  thee  faithfully,  and 
that  with  all  our  heart,  we  may  be  devoted  to  thy 
service.  Through  thy  assisting  grace,  may  we 
abandon  every  appearance  of  evil.    May  our  path 
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be  as  the  shining  lights  that  shineth  more  and 
more  unto  the  perfect  day.  In  this  ennobling  ob- 
ject may  we  ever  set  before  us  the  example  of 
our  Saviour,  and  remember  the  holy  precepts  he 
announced,  to  direct  our  path.  Let  the  purity  of 
Jesus  excite  in  us  detestation  of  all  the  pollution 
of  sin,  and  animated  by  the  assurance,  that  thou 
wilt  not  suffer  us  to  be  tempted  beyond  what  we 
are  able  to  bear,  may  we  go  forward  on  our 
Christian  course,  deeply  humbled  by  the  recollec- 
tion of  our  past  transgressions,  which  we  now 
confess  before  thee,  while  with  sincere  repentance, 
we  intreat  for  Jesus'  sake,  pardon  and  peace.  O 
may  the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  purify  our 
hearts,  excite  our  faith,  animate  our  hope,  and 
elevate  our  souls  to  thee,  our  Father  in  heaven. 
Be  pleased,  O  Lord,  to  grant  thy  blessing  upon  our 
temporal,  but  especially  upon  our  spiritual  interests. 
Lord  establish  unalterably  thy  holy  church.  O 
forgive  her  enemies,  and  change  their  unhallowed 
dispositions  toward  our  Zion.  Lord  have  mercy 
upon  suffering  humanity.  Hear  the  sigh  of  the 
afflicted,  the  prayer  of  the  distressed,  the  groaning 
of  the  wounded  in  spirit,  and  the  earnest  appeal  of 
the  dying,  for  mercy  in  Jesus.  O  may  we  con- 
sider our  latter  end,  may  we  apply  our  hearts  to 
true  wisdom,  and  be  diligent  in  thy  service  on 
earth,  that  we  may  be  the  more  prepared  for  thy 
service  in  heaven.  This  and  every  blessing,  we 
ask  only  through  thy  mercy  in  our  divine  Lord 
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and  Saviour,  who  while  on  earth  taught  us  thus 
to  pray : 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  St.  Paul's  Second 
Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians,  the  3rd  chapter. 

"  Finally,  brethren,  pray  for  us,  that  the  word  of  the 
Lord  may  have  free  course,  and  be  glorified,  even  as  it  is 
with  you ;  and  that  we  may  be  delivered  from  unreasonable 
and  wicked  men,  for  all  men  have  not  faith.  But  the  Lord 
is  faithful,  who  shall  stablish  you,  and  keep  you  from  evil. 
And  we  have  confidence  in  the  Lord  touching  you,  that  ye 
both  do  and  will  do  the  things  which  we  command  you. 
And  the  Lord  direct  your  hearts  into  the  love  of  God,  and 
mto  the  patient  waiting  for  Christ.  Now  we  command 
you,  brethren,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that 
ye  withdraw  yourselves  from  every  brother  that  walketh 
disorderly,  and  not  after  the  tradition  which  he  received  of 
us.  For  yourselves  know  how  ye  ought  to  follow  us :  for 
we  behaved  not  ourselves  disorderly  among  you ;  neither 
did  we  eat  any  man's  bread  for  nought ;  but  wrought  with 
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labour  and  travail  night  and  day  that  we  might  not  be 
chargeable  to  any  of  you ;  not  because  we  have  not  power, 
but  to  make  ourselves  an  ensample  unto  you  to  follow  us. 
For  even  when  we  were  with  you,  this  we  commanded  you, 
that  if  any  would  not  work,  neither  should  he  eat.  For 
we  hear  that  there  are  some  which  walk  among  you  dis- 
orderly, working  not  at  all,  but  are  busybodies.  Now 
them  that  are  such  we  command  and  exhort  by  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  that  with  quietness  they  work,  and  eat  their 
own  bread.  But  ye,  brethren,  be  not  weary  in  well-doings 
And  if  any  man  obey  not  our  word  by  this  epistle,  note  that 
man  and  have  no  company  with  him,  that  he  may  be 
ashamed.  Yet  count  him  not  as  an  enemy,  but  admonish 
him  as  a  brother.  Now  the  Lord  of  peace  himself  give 
you  peace  always  by  all  means.  The  Lord  be  with  you 
all.  The  salutation  of  Paul  with  mine  own  hand,  which 
is  the  token  in  every  epistle :  so  I  write.  The  grace  of 
oor  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you  all.  Amen. 


SERMON  XIV. 

FAITH,  THE  CHRISTIAN'S  SUPPORT. 

In  Saint  PauV s  Second  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians, 
the  5th  chapter,  and  7th  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

"  For  we  walk  by  faith,  not  by  sight." 


Man  generally  believes  what  is  stated  to  him 
by  a  fellow-creature,  who  has  no  interest  to  de- 
ceive him,  whose  character  for  integrity  is  unim- 
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peachable,  and  who  from  bis  own  experience,  can 
shew  that  advantages  may  arise  from  listening  to, 
and  believing  in  what  he  has  to  reveal.  We 
doubt  not  the  man,  who  tells  us,  that  far  off  in  the 
ocean,  there  are  islands  whose  verdure  is  unfading, 
whose  trees  yield  delicious  fruits,  and  whose 
inhabitants  enjoy  the  bloom  and  beauty  of  an 
eternal  summer,  uninterrupted  by  the  chilling 
blasts  of  a  more  northern  latitude.  We  would 
also  avail  ourselves  of  information,  communicating 
to  us,  that  for  various  purposes  important  to  our 
happiness,  these  islands  were  altogether  adapted. 
That  there,  science  on  untiring  wing  took  heir 
upward  flight,  ranging  amid  the  glittering  and  un- 
clouded spheres.  There  health  was  wafted  along 
the  breeze,  and  there  the  hospitable  inhabitants 
were  for  ever  ready  to  welcome  the  stranger  to 
their  favoured  shores. 

But  if,  after  stating  all  these  circumstances,  it 
were  mentioned,  that  certain  conditions  were  re- 
quired by  compliance  with  which  alone,  we  could 
relish  an  existence  in  these  bright  and  beautiful 
abodes ;  conditions  implying,  that  the  inhabitants 
were  so  pure  in  their  nature,  that  neither  sin,  nor 
any  unholy  desire,  could  ever  enter  among  them ; 
that  they  loved  their  God  with  all  their  soul,  and 
strength,  and  mind,  and  that,  free  from  every 
selfish  principle,  each  one  sought  his  neighbour's 
welfare  as  his  own.  If,  indeed,  our  similarity  to 
such  beings  were  to  be  the  only  condition  of  our 
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entering  amongst  them,  where  is  the  man,  who 
with  a  just  knowledge  of  his  own  heart,  would 
feel  himself  authorised  upon  such  terms  to  go 
thither  ?  Where  is  the  man,  who  would  not  feel 
that  such  a  requirement,  opposed  a  barrier  to  his 
access  and  reception,  which  he  must  despair  of 
ever  being  able  to  remove  ? 

Let  it  be  supposed,  however,  that  a  heavenly 
Being  condescended  to  visit  man,  declaring  that 
he  had  removed  the  barrier.  That  he  had  become 
security,  for  all  who  aspired  to  the  blessed  region. 
That  he  had  opened  up  a  path  to  the  happy  land. 
That  all  men  were  invited  to  avail  themselves  of 
his  prevailing  influence  ;  and  that  nothing  what- 
ever was  sought  of  them,  but  simply  to  come 
unto  him.  Then,  assuredly  our  unworthiness 
would  no  longer  be  a  valid  excuse  for  resisting 
our  happiness;  and  after  such  conditions  proffered, 
there  could  be  no  sympathy  whatever  for  our 
exclusion  from  bliss,  since  to  other  sorrows  for 
being  deprived  of  it,  our  obstinacy  and  unbelief, 
as  to  its  cause,  would  ever  assail  our  recollection. 

The  Scriptures  have  revealed  to  us,  scenes  of 
blessedness  infinitely  surpassing  those,  to  which 
we  have  alluded;  and  the  Scriptures  are  the 
words  of  the  God  of  truth.  They  tell  us  of  the 
creation  of  the  world :  of  its  early  spring-time  of 
purity  and  peace.  Of  the  sacred  intercourse, 
which  man  enjoyed  with  his  God,  amid  the  bloom 
of  Eden,  and  the  beauty  of  an  unfallen  world. 
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Although  these  were  lost,  the  Scriptures  announce 
the  manner,  whereby  upon  certain  conditions,  the 
most  precious  blessings  will  be  bestowed  upon  us. 
There  are,  however,  too  many  of  the  human  race, 
who  are  contented  to  live  as  they  do  now,  rather 
than  live  under  the  power  of  indwelling  grace, 
which  can  alone  prepare  them  for  the  exalted 
bliss  and  company  of  heaven.  It  is  their  desire,  still 
to  cling  to  the  dross  and  earthliness  of  this  lower 
world,  although  God  has  sent  his  Son  to  declare, 
"He  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.''  "To 
proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord."  To 
invite  men  to  glories,  which  eye  hath  not  seen, 
nor  ear  heard."  Callous  and  careless,  obstinate 
transgressors  still  continue  unaffected.  Were  such 
representations  addressed  to  them,  regarding  tem- 
poral things,  how  differently  would  they  act! 
They  would  anxiously  listen  and  obey.  They 
would  hasten  to  avail  themselves,  of  the  means 
afforded.  But  when  their  immortal  happiness  is  the 
object,  they  barter  its  eternity,  for  the  gratification 
of  their  present  false  opinions.  Nor  is  such  a  state 
of  hostility,  on  the  part  of  man  to  his  eternal  in- 
terests, peculiar  to  any  individual,  or  any  genera- 
tion of  men.  It  has  been  the  same  in  all  ages, 
from  the  fall  of  Adam  unto  his  youngest  descen- 
dant, and  shall  be,  until  the  Spirit  of  Grace  place 
in  glowing  characters  before  immortal  man. 


The  vast  concerns  of  an  eternal  scene.'* 
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Then  will  he  be  enabled,  to  look  on  this  his  most 
important  interest,  with  deep  and  undivided  at- 
tention. It  is  that  interest,  the  scriptures  most 
earnestly  impress.  By  sin  we  are  lost  and  un- 
done creatures,  enemies  of  heaven,  having  by 
nature  iniquitous  and  deceitful  hearts,  without 
hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world.  We  are 
also  immortal  creatures,  hence  the  preciousness 
of  our  souls,  in  the  sight  of  their  Creator.  Thanks 
be  to  God,  when  we  look  out  from  ourselves  unto 
him,  who  in  sovereign  mercy  descended  from 
heaven  to  rescue  us,  the  greatest  sinner  is  not 
called  upon  to  despair.  Jesus  came.  As  he  de- 
plored the  sins  of  this  world,  he  also  pointed  to 
a  scene  of  celestial  enjoyment  in  the  world  to 
come.  Nor  did  he  cohceal  the  means^  of  attain- 
ing it.  While  his  miracles  attested  his  divine 
commission,  and  while  prophecy  was  fulfilled  in 
"Messiah  the  prince,"  by  a  royal  mandate,  he 
announced  to  oilr  world  a  way,  by  which  man 
may  be  turned  from  Satan  unto  God,  from  dark- 
ness unto  the  true  light.  He  assures  us,  that  by 
genuine  repentance  of  our  sins,  and  sincere  faith 
in  him,  grace  is  poured  forth  upon  the  heart  of 
the  returning  penitent,  by  that  Holy  Spirit,  through 
whose  divine  influence,  our  corrupt  nature  is 
changed.  "This,"  saith  Jesus,  "is  the  will  of 
him  that  sent  me,  that  every  one  which  seeth  the 
Son,  and  belie veth  on  him,  may  have  everlasting 
life,  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day."  In 
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this  world,  indeed,  the  christian  cattiidt  altogffibt 
realise  the  glories  of  paradise  ;  still,  as  he  wiailkis 
by  faith,  they  are  objects  of  pure  anticipation  in 
his  heart,  which,  touched  with  etherial  magnetisih, 
is  ever  ditected  to  heaven.  He  fully  believes, 
and  joyfully  anticipates  those  eternal  things,  which 
the  scriptures  have  revealed,  as  the  possession, 
purchased  for  ransomed  sinners,  by  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb. 

In  his  walk  on  earth,  the  christian  sets  the 
laws  and  example  of  his  blessed  Lord  and 
Saviour  continually  before  him.  The  deal  of 
heaven  is  on  his  brow.  He  already  lives  in 
Jesus.  How  often  is  he  taught  the  vanity  and 
inconstancy  of  all  other  affections!  Elevated 
although  his  worldly  pursuits  may  be,  he  ever 
feels  that  the  things  which  are  seen  ''are  tem- 
poral," and  that  ere  long  the  silent  advance  of 
time,  will  destroy  their  brilliancy  for  ever.  Nor 
is  he  exempted  from  the  ills  or  calamities  of  life, 
although  never  so  depressed  by  them,  as  to  mur- 
mur at  God's  most  trying  dispensations.  He 
looks  with  faith,  hope,  and  confidence,  to  the 
future.  He  trusts,  that  his  present  sorrow  will 
be  like  the  tree  of  other  climes,  which  exudes 
not  its  precious  balm,  until  it  be  pierced  or 
wounded.  From  scripture  he  is  instructed,  that 
there  is  a  city  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God. 
He  rejoices  in  the  assurance  that  at  the  close  of 
his  pilgrimage^  being  supported  by  a  walk  of 
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faith,  ere  long  of  that  city  he  shall  be  an  inhabi- 
tant ;  and  he  can  truly  say,  that  no  earthly  con- 
sideration would  tempt  him  to  forego  the  privi- 
lege. Therein,  God  shall  wipe  away  every  tear, 
there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow  nor 
crying,  neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain,  for 
the  former  things  are  passed  away."  Blessed 
God !  may  faith  in  Jesus,  teach  us  how  to  live, 
and  may  it  teach  us  how  to  die.  To  die  !  no,  to 
live  —  to  live  for  ever  with  thee,  and  with  our 
Lord,  in  the  glory  everlasting !  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passe th  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  al- 
ways. Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord,  who  hast  taught  us  that  all  our  doings 
without  charity  are  nothing  worth ;  send  thy  Holy 
Ghost,  and  pour  into  our  hearts  that  most  excel- 
lent gift  of  charity,  the  very  bond  of  peace,  and 
of  all  virtues,  without  which  whosoever  liveth  is 
counted  dead  before  thee  :  grant  this  for  thine 
only  Son,  Jesus  Christ's  sake.  Amen. 


Almighty,  and  most  merciful  God,  we  now  ap- 
proach thy  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain, 
not  only  mercy  to  pardon,  but  grace  to  help  us 
in  every  time  of  need.  From  the  fulness  that  is 
in  Christ,  may  we  receive  grace  for  grace.  Lord, 
who  are  we,  who  are  thus  permitted  to  come 
boldly,  to  tell  our  wishes,  and  our  wants  to  thee, 
who  alone  art  the  source  of  every  blessing  ?  We 
come  not,  O  Lord,  in  our  own  merits,  for  if  we 
say  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive  ourselves.  We 
do  confess  that  by  breaking  thy  laws,  we  are 
guilty  in  thy  sight,  and  by  our  iniquities  have 
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provoked  the  Holy  One  of  Israel  to  anger.  We 
have  tempted  and  provoked  thee,  as  thy  people 
of  old  in  the  wilderness.  We  have  grieved  thy 
Holy  Spirit.  Thou  mightest  most  justly  have  cut 
us  off,  as  cumberers  of  the  ground,  and  assigned  us 
our  portion  with  the  condemned  in  misery.  Most 
gracious  Father !  while  we  were  thus  aliens  from 
thy  service,  mercy  pled  for  us,  although  justice 
frowned.  Thou  didst  pity  our  low  and  lost  estate. 
0  blessed  be  thy  name,  Jesus  died  that  justice  and 
mercy  might  alike  be  satisfied.  With  love  surpass- 
ing our  highest  thoughts,  with  mercy  so  great  that 
it  is  a  mystery  which  angels  yet  desire  to  look  into, 
Jesus  the  good  Shepherd  gave  his  life  for  the  flock, 
and  thus  purchased  for  believers  in  him,  a  peace 
the  world  cannot  give,  a  joy  that  passeth  all  un- 
derstanding. Lord,  we  come  unto  thee  through 
Jesus,  our  only  mediator.  We  cast  all  our  cares 
upon  him,  and  we  entreat  thee  for  his  sake,  to 
blot  out  all  our  iniquities,  and  remember  them  no 
more  against  us.  Lord,  grant  us  to  live  as  the 
disciples  of  the  Redeemer.  O  make  thy  love  in 
him  known  to  all  mankind.  Gracious  God,  bless 
thy  church,  as  the  means  by  which  the  glad 
tidings  of  grace  are  to  be  announced.  Heavenly 
Father,  protect  her  from  temporal,  and  spiritual 
foes.  The  Lord  hath  founded  our  Zion,  and  the 
poorest  of  the  people  shall  trust  in  it.  Lord,  bless 
our  sovereign,  teach  our  senators  wisdom.  Lord, 
pity  the  widow,  and  the  orphan,  the  afflicted,  and 
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the  dying.  All  our  friends,  and  all  our  interests, 
we  commend  unto  thee.  Protect  and  guard  the 
young.  Be  a  staff  to  the  aged,  and  may  all  the 
people  of  the  land  know  and  serve  thee  accep- 
tably, for  the  Redeemer  s  sake,  who  while  on  earth 
taught  us  thus  to  pray,  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  Saint  PauVs  Jint 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  the  I3th  chapter,  from 
the  1st  to  the  \2th  verse. 

''Though  I  speak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of 
angels,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  become  as  sounding 
brass,  or  a  tinkling  cymbal.  And  though  I  have  the  gift 
of  prophecy,  and  understand  all  mysteries,  and  all  know- 
ledge; and  though  I  have  all  faith,  so  that  I  could  remove 
lAountains,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  nothing.  And 
though  I  bestow  all  my  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  tbough 
I  give  my  body  to  be  burned,  and  have  not  charity^  it 
proiiteth  me  nothing.    Charity  suffereth  long,  and  is  kiad ; 
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chatty  enyieth  not ;  charity  vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not 
puffed  up^  doth  not  behave  itself  unseemly,  seeketh  not 
her  own,  is  not  easily  provoked,  thinketh  no  evil ;  rejoiceth 
not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth ;  beareth  all 
things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth 
all  things.  Charity  never  faileth ;  but  whether  there  be 
prophecies,  they  shall  fail ;  whether  there  be  tongues,  they 
shall  cease ;  whether  there  be  knowledge,  it  shall  vanish 
^way*  For  we  know  in  part,  and  we  prophecy  in  part ; 
bat  when  that  which  is  perfect  is  come,  then  that  which 
is  in  part  shall  be  done  away.  When  I  was  a  child,  I 
spake  as  a  child,  I  understood  as  a  child,  I  thought  as  a 
child ;  but  when  I  became  a  man,  I  put  away  childish 
dungs.  For  now  we  see  through  a  glass,  darkly;  but 
then  &ce  to  face ;  now  I  know  in  part ;  but  then  shall  I 
know  even  as  also  I  am  known." 


SERMON  XV. 

ON  CHRISTIAN  LOVE. 

In  St.  PauVs  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians^ 
]dth  chapter,  and  I3th  verse,  it  is  thus  written: 

^.  And  now  abideth  Faith,  Hope,  Charity,  these  three, 
but  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity.'' 

The  tyue  beUever  ^ill  search  the  scifipture^,  not 
only  because  in  %hea^  are  the  words  of  etem^ 
life,  but  that  by  comparing  spiritual  things  y^i^h 
•piritualf  he  may  better  comptehend  and  admue 
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the  grace,  the  promises,  and  the  privileges  an* 
nounced  by  God's  holy  word.  While  the  chris- 
tian knows  that  all  scripture  is  given  for  instruc- 
tion in  righteousness,  he  also  feels  in  many  in- 
stances, his  own  blindness  and  ignorance  regard- 
ing its  holy  precepts,  wherefore,  as  a  little  child, 
he  betakes  himself  to  the  study  of  his  bible,  that 
he  may  learn,  understand,  and  inwardly  digest, 
the  important  lessons,  and  comprehensive  truths, 
which  its  inspired  language  so  impressively  con- 
veys. 

It  is  asserted  in  the  text  now  read,  that  charity 
is  greater  than  faith  or  hope ;  that  of  the  Chris- 
tian graces  it  is  pre-eminent,  and  that  should  faith 
and  hope  assert  all  their  influence  in  the  heart  of 
a  Christian,  still  charity  is  their  superior.  To 
ascertain  the  true  meaning  of  the  term  charity, 
therefore,  will  appear  the  more  important,  if  we 
consider  the  character  of  the  two  gifts  with  which 
it  is  associated,  and  still  so  far  surpasseth.  The 
first  of  these  is  faith,  a  saving  grace,  by  which 
we  receive  and  rest  upon  Jesus  Christ  alone  for 
salvation,  as  he  is  offered  in  the  Grospel."  Faith 
is  the  principle  the  converted  soul  adopts,  wh^n 
it  freely  accepts  the  Saviour  as  its  only  security, 
its  only  refuge  and  trust. 

Christ  having  once  suffered  for  sins,  the  just  for 
the  unjust,  that  he  might  bring  us  to  God,  true 
faith  is  that  principle  which  apprehends  and  ap- 
propriates this  momentous  truth,  and  looking  to 
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him,  who  was  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  acquainted 
with  grief,  fully  receives,  and  adopts  this  saying, 
as  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  "  Jesus  Christ 
*  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners.'*  Faith  is  as 
it  were  the  entrance  into  the  enjoyments  of  the 
Christian  life.  It  may  long  be  feeble,  but  the 
believer,  although  "  faint,"  is  always  pursuing." 
Although  he  has  often  to  lament  the  exceeding 
deceitfulness  of  sin,  and  of  his  own  heart,  and  his 
forgetfulness  of  the  Lord  who  bought  him,  still 
his  spiritual  enemy  is  not  permitted  to  triumph 
over  him.  The  believer  knows  in  whom  to  trust. 
His  wavering  faith  God  strengthens.  It  is  a 
shield  sufficient  to  defend  him  from  all  his  ad- 
versaries, while  he  continues  under  the  banner  of 
Jesus,  his  leader,  and  his  salvation.  He  remem- 
bers, the  Scriptures  of  Truth  inform  him,  "  The 
just  shall  live  by  faith,"  —  A  man  is  justified  by 
faith,"  — while  he  is  also  exhorted  in  these  words, 
Let  us  hold  fast  the  profession  of  our  faith."  — 
Valuable  although  faith  thus  be,  the  Apostle  de- 
clareth  of  faith,  hope,  and  charity,  that  the 
greatest  of  these  is  charity. 

Hope,  the  second  of  the  Christian  graces,  is  our 
conviction  that  God  in  his  mercy  will  realise  his 
promises  in  Christ  to  us.  Being  saved  by  faith, 
and  that  not  of  ourselves,  we  hope  to  enjoy  the 
gracious  guidance  and  protection  of  our  God, 
while  we  are  on  earth,  and  to  share  the  glory  pur- 
chased for  us,  in  the     many  mansions"  of  his 
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hftuvealy  kingdooi.  Hope  thw  auticipat^s  tb^ 
l^icli,  the  everlasting  rewards  the  SaviQuc  hath 
purchased  for  us,  and  with  unfaltering  gasie  loobj 
ta  that  city  ''which  hath  foundations,  wJiose 
builder  and  maker  is  God."  Christian  hope  de* 
li^ts  the  believer  s  heart,  which  thus  partakes  of 
a  foretaste  of  heavenly  enjoyment :  and  yet  the 
Apostle  declares,  that  of  faith,  hope,  and  charity^ 
.the  greatest  of  these  is  charity. 

That  the  Christian  grace,  thus  distinguished  by 
Saint  Paul,  is  evidently  not  alms-giving  only,  ap- 
pears from  the  previous  assertion  made  by  him. 

Although  I  give  all  my  goods  to  feed  the  pooi; 
and  give  my  body  to  be  burned,  I  am.  nothing/' 
Neither  is  it  merely  a  heuevolent  regard  for  the 
character  of  others,  for  which  it  is  often  mistaken* 
Neither  is  it  that  blindness  to  the  faults  of  «iir 
feilow-creatureSf  which  almost  sanctions  t|ieir 
errors,  and  does  not  condemn  their  crimes.  Np: 
such  charity  does  not  constitute  that  high  prioci* 
pie,  to  which  the  Apostle  alludes.  He  allude^,  to 
a  principle  far  more  comprehensive,  stretching 
heavenward  to  God,  while  it  also  willingly  ifi* 
eludes  man.  It  is  a  sacred  impress  upon  the 
soul,  a  reflection  of  the  Divine  Creator,  a  prinCfi^ 
pie  that  includes  celestial  feelii)g$,  altho^gh  ttie 
heart  that  exercises  them  still  animates  an  eaitUy 
frame.  Charity  is  ceaseless  love  to  Gvods  im- 
plying perfect  reconciliation  to  him,  and  em^Qf^t- 
ing  in  holiness,  purity,  piety,  and  grace,  while  (be 
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^riae,  where  its  sacred  fire  burns^  is  erer  hal- 
lowed with  the  presence  and  blessing  of  tiie  Deity. 
Wherever  God  is,  there  is  infinitude  and  perfec- 
tion. The  charity^  therefiare^  for  which  Saint 
Paul  claims  a  higher  place  than  either  &ith  er 
hope,  is  entitled  to  this  distinction,  because  it  is 
eternal  in  its  duration,  while  it  is  also  the  perfection 
of  blessedness.  Faith  and  hope  only  animate  the 
Chfistian  until  he  die,  for  in  heaven  faith  becomes 
sight,  and  hope  is  fully  realised.  Charity,  or  love, 
emanating  from  God  himself,  pervades  the  ex- 
istence of  evety  adorer  there,  unites  Saviour  and 
saved  in  everduring  affection,  while  the  aongB 
that  echo  through  the  celestial  pavilion  of  the 
eternal,,  are  ascriptions  to  him  who  loved  us 
fMi^  the  church  on  earth,  from  blessed  experienpe, 
se|dies,    God  is  love," 

fiMt^  even  on  earthy  charity  manifests  its  divine 
origin,  ia  ita  exhibition  of  the  most  tender  regard 
for  the  sufferings  and  the  souls  of  men,  promoting 
every  objoct  that  may  tend  to  their  temporal  and 
spiritual  benefit.  Its  course  is  boundless,  for 
chanty  ranges  earth  as  well  as  heaven,  and  while 
its  influence  is  exercised  on  the  humblest  of  God's 
ereature&  here^  it  ift  the  animating  principle  of  the 
highest  seraphs  above.  Faith  and  hope  belong  te 
£|Uen  creatures  only,  charity  a  dominion  is  unir 
^^ryaL  It  is,  therefore^  superior  to  any  single 
grace,  for  it  concentrates  and  combines,  them 
all. 
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Love/'  saith  a  pious  divine,  is  the  greatest 
thing  God  can  give  us,  for  himself  is  love,  and  it 
is  the  greatest  thing  we  can  give  to  God,  for  it 
will  also  give  ourselves,  and  carry  with  it  all  that 
is  ours.  It  is  a  grace  that  loves  God  for  himself, 
and  our  neighbours  for  God.  It  is  the  image,  and 
little  representation  of  heaven." 

We  look  in  vain  for  a  uniform  and  undeviating 
display  of  this  exalted  principle,  if  we  seek  it 
elsewhere,  than  in  the  life  and  character  of  the 
humble  and  lowly  Jesus.  In  him  it  was  con- 
tinually displayed.  It  was  the  golden  chord  that 
united  him  to  a  sinful  world.  The  holy  influence 
that  attracted  him  from  heaven.  Herein  indeed 
is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved 
us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our 
sins."  O,  be  it  ours  earnestly  to  pray  for,  and  to 
cultivate.  Christian  charity,  a  gift  which,  when 
cherished  upon  earth,  shall  increase  in  energy, 
until  it  form,  in  heaven,  a  ray  of  the  Divine  glory, 
and  unite  our  souls,  through  Jesus,  to  the  mind  of 
the  Eternal,  for  ever.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord,  who  for  our  sakes  didst  fast  forty  days 
and  forty  nights ;  give  us  grace  to  use  such  ab- 
stinence, that,  our  flesh  being  subdued  to  the 
Spirit,  we  may  ever  obey  thy  godly  motions  in 
righteousness  and  true  holiness,  to  thy  honour  and 
glory,  who  livest  and  reignest  with  the  Father  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  one  God,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 


Eternal  God,  Creator  of  all  things,  we  approach 
thy  throne  of  grace,  acknowledging  thee  as  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  the  same  in  substance, 
equal  in  power  and  glory.  Whom  have  we  in 
the  heavens,  but  thee?  and  there  is  none  upon 
the  earth  we  should  desire,  besides  thee.  Thou 
bast  bestowed  upon  us  high  and  precious  faculties; 
yet  we  have  debased  them  by  the  service  of  sin, 
and  our  souls,  which  were  first  given,  us,  as  living 
temples  for  thy  service,  have  been  appropriated 
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to  the  worship  of  other  Gods,  and  given  to  the 
pollutions  of  the  flesh,  or  the  riches  of  the  world, 
or  the  delusions  of  the  evil  one.  We  ask,  we  im- 
plore, we  entreat  for  mercy  at  thy  throne,  through 
the  merits,  and  for  the  sake,  of  our  ever  adorable 
Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous.  We  re- 
joice that  we  may  yet  have  good  hope  through 
him.  We  bless  thy  mercy  which,  whilst  thou 
abhorrest  sin,  displays  itself  in  pitying  the  soul  of 
the  sinner,  for  thou  art  not  willing  that  any  should 
perish,  but  rather  that  all  should  turn  unto  thee 
and  live.  Heavenly  Father,  accompany  all  our 
religious  services,  with  thy  abundant  blessing, 
and  especially  bless  unto  us  a  season  of  humili- 
ation and  prayer,  granting  us  thy  presence  in  our 
services,  and  establishing  thy  work  of  faith,  with 
power.  Coming  to  thee  in  the.  name  of  Jesus^  we 
pray  thee  give  us  grace  to  depart  from  all  ini- 
quity. O  pity  those,  who  either  in  ignoranee,  cm- 
obstinacy,  are  endangering  their  immortal  souls, 
who  risk  eternity  on  the  feeble  tenure  of  a  breath, 
and  refuse  thy  still  proffered  mercy.  Lord,  teach 
them  their  danger,  cause  them  to  bow  to  the- all- 
conquering  name  of  Jesus.  Do  thou,  O  Grod, 
arise,  and  have  mercy  upon  our  Zion.  Let  the 
time,  yea,  the  set  time,  to  favour  her,  be  come. 
Lord,  bless  our  sovereign  the  queen ;  may  the 
measures  of  her  government  ever  include  the  se- 
curity of  the  church,  and  the  Christian  education 
of  the  people.   Let  the  people  praise  thee,  and 
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bless  thy  natae,  for  thoti  hast  given  them  ^  plea- 
sant land,  and  thy  sanctuary  is  in  the  midst 
thereof.  Have  mercy,  O  Lord,  on  the  sick,  the 
sorrowful,  and  the  dying,  and  let  their  prayer  and 
their  cry  come  up  unto  thee.  Lord,  bless  our 
friends,  forgive  our  enemies,  pardon  our  sins,  and 
accept  us,  for  the  sake  of  our  blessed  Redeemer, 
who,  while  on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to.  pray : 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaveh,  halloaed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  ddne 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPITJRE. 

Tke  portion  of  Scripture,  is  in  Saint  Peter"^  First 
Epistle,  the  Ath  chapter. 

^  Forasmuch,  then,  as  Christ  huth  suffered  for  us  in  the. 
flesh,  arm  yourselves  likewise  with  the  same  mind  :  for  he 
tfiat  hath  suffered  in  the  flesh  hath  ceased  from  sm ;  that 
he  no  longer  should  live  the  rest  of  his  time  in  Ihe'  flesh  to 
the  Insts  of  men,  but  to  the  will  of  God.  For  the  time 
past  of  our  Kfe  may  suffice  us  to  have  wrought  the  will  of 
tiie  Gentiles,  when  we  walked  in  lasciviousness,  lusts, 
excess  of  wine,  revellings,  banquettings,  and  abominable 
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idolatries :  wherein  they  think  it  strange  that  ye  run  not 
with  themi  to  the  same  excess  of  riot,  speaking  evil  of  you; 
who  shall  give  account  to  him  that  is  ready  to  judge  the 
quick  and  the  dead.  For  for  this  cause  was  the  Gospel 
preached  also  to  them  that  are  dead^  that  they  mght  be 
judged  according  to  men  in  the  flesh,  but  live  according  to 
God  in  the  Spirit.  But  the  end  of  all  things  is  at  hand :  be  ye 
therefore  sober,  and  watch  unto  prayer.  And  above  all  things 
have  fervent  charity  among  yourselves;  for  charity  shall 
cover  the  multitude  of  sins.  Use  hospitality  one  to  another 
without  grudging.  As  every  man  hath  received  the  gift, 
even  so  minister  the  same  one  to  another,  as  good  stewards 
of  the  manifold  grace  of  God.  If  any  man  speak,  let  him 
speak  as  the  oracles  of  God  ;  if  any  man  minister,  let  him 
do  it  as  of  the  ability  which  God  giveth  :  that  God  in  all 
things  may  be  glorified  through  Jesus  Christ ;  to  whom 
be  praise  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.  Be- 
loved, think  it  not  strange  concerning  the  fiery  trial  which 
is  to  try  you,  as  though  some  strange  thing  happened  unto 
you:  but  rejoice,  in  as  much  as  ye  are  partakers  of 
Christ's  sufferings,  that,  when  his  glory  shall  be  revealed, 
ye  may  be  glad  also  with  exceeding  joy :  if  ye  be  re- 
proached for  the  name  of  Christ,  happy  are  ye ;  for  the 
Spirit  of  glory  and  of  God  resteth  upon  you :  on  their  part 
he  is  evil  spoken  of,  but  on  your  part  he  is  glorified.  But 
let  none  of  you  suffer  as  a  murderer,  or  as  a  thief,  or  as  an 
evil-doer,  or  as  a  busy-body  in  other  men's  matters.  Yet 
if  any  man  suffer  as  a  Christian,  let  him  not  be  ashamed ; 
but  let  him  glorify  God  on  this  behalf.  For  the  time  is 
come,  that  judgment  must  begin  at  the  house  of  God : 
and  if  it  first  begin  at  us,  what  shall  the  end  be  of  them 
that  obey  not  the  Gospel  of  God  ?  and  if  the  righteous 
scarcely  be  saved,  where  shall  the  ungodly  and  the  sinner 
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appear?  Wherefore,  let  them  that  suffer  according  to 
the  will  of  God,  commit  the  keeping  of  their  souls  to  him 
in  well-doing,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator.*' 


SERMON  XVI. 

TO  FAST  IS  AN  INDIVIDUAL  AND  A  NATIONAL  DUTY, 

In  St.  Luke's  Gospel,  the  5th  chapter^  at  the  end 
of  the  35  th  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

And  then  shall  they  fast,  in  those  days." 

The  principal  characteristics  of  Christianity 
are  of  a  highly  elevated  and  intellectual  order ; 
affording  themes  of  delight  to  the  enlightened 
mind,  which  always  finds  renewed  pleasure  in 
their  exercise  or  contemplation.  There  are  cha* 
racteristics  of  our  religion  also,  that  are  distin- 
guished by  a  more  plain  and  palpable  bearing, 
relative  to  our  Christian  intercourse  with  mankind, 
the  duties  we  owe  to  society,  and  the  duties  we 
owe  to  ourselves,  by  employing  the  appointed 
means  for  chastening  unholy  desires,  bringing  the 
body  under,  taking  up  the  cross,  disciplining  our- 
selves in  a  manner,  sanctioned  alike  by  the  au- 
thority of  Scripture,  and  the  appointment  of  the 
Church,  in  practising  the  duty  of  self-denial,  for 
the  purpose  of  more  easily  correcting  our  ten- 
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dency  to  abuse  the  world,  rather  than  to  use  it ;  to 
restrain  the  indulgence  of  our  pampered  appetites, 
and  by  the  performance  of  pious  and  benevolent 
actions,  thus  to  imitate  Him,  whose  meat  and 
whose  drink  it  was,  to  do  the  will  of  his  Father  in 
heaven. 

Although  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  a  walk 
with  God,  believers  readily  acknowledge,  and 
anxiously  seek  to  attain,  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  the  other  duties  to  which  we  have  al- 
luded receive  that  attention,  which  is  their  due, 
and  the  fulfilment  of  which,  ought  also  to  distin- 
guish the  Christian  from  the  man  of  the  world.  In 
neglecting  these  duties,  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  them  are  lost.  Thus  a  defensive  weapon 
against  the  temptations  of  the  world,  the  flesh, 
and  the  devil,  is  abandoned,  although  in  fighting 
''the  good  fight,"  every  method  ought  to  be 
adopted,  for  securing  the  victory,  and  assailing 
our  spiritual  foes. 

The  church  having  set  apart  a  solemn  season 
for  the  exercise  of  repentance,  fasting,  and  prayer, 
in  imitation  of  the  apostles,  who  assigned  ,  the 
fourth  and  the  sixth  day  of  the  week  for  such 
holy  services,  it  becomes  us  to  hail  this  era  as 
one,  in  which  godly  sorrow  for  sin,  repentance 
unto  life,  increase  of  faith,  and  more  devotion  to 
God,  may  prevail ;  and  as  the  sincere  worshipper 
is  never  sent  empty  away  from  the  throne  of 
grace,  may  these  exercises  contribute  to  our 
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spiritual  nourishment,  and  growth  in  righteous- 
ness, enabling  us  through  the  Divine  Spirit,  holier 
to  live,  enabling  us  through  Jesus,  happier  to  die. 

That  to  fast  is  no  unimportant  duty,  the  Old 
and  the  New  Testament  both  present  many  con* 
spicuous  proofs.  These  inspired  volumes  also 
afford  ample  evidence  of  the  varied  circumstances 
of  Grod's  servants,  church,  and  people,  in  which 
fasting  was  employed. 

To  fast  was  considered  a  religious  duty,  and 
employed  by  eminent  scriptural  characters  in  sad 
and  painful  seasons  of  individual  calamity.  David, 
the  king  of  Israel,  although  convinced  of  his  sin- 
ftil  conduct,  in  the  matter  of  Uriah,  and  although 
his  contrition  was  followed  by  a  promise  from  God 
qS  security  to  himself — soon  as  he  heard  the 
fiaital  doom  pronounced  upon  his  child,  ''it  shedl 
surely  die,''  hastens  to  relieve  his  burdened  heart 
in  £EU8ting  and  in  prayer.  God's  mercy  to  him 
had  indeed  been  great,  but  for  the  sake  of  his 
soul,  with  mercy,  judgment  must  be  united. 
David  must  be  taught,  that  high  as  his  privileges 
were,  sin  had  triumphed  over  him.  He  had  for- 
gotten God.  He  must  now  be  chastened,  and  he 
bears  the  rod  with  a  meek  and  resigned  spirit. 
He  feels  there  is  a  law  in  his  members,  warring 
against  the  law  of  the  mind,  and  bringing  him 
"  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin."  He  uses  every 
means  in  his  power  for  the  reduction  and  abolition 
of  a  foe  so  dangerous.    Penitence  and  prayer,  he 
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unites  to  godly  sorrow  and  fasting.  Contrition 
and  confession,  to  holy  confidence  and  waiting 
upon  God.  These  means  are  blessed  to  him.  He 
kneels  before  the  hand  that  smites  him,  and  the 
tears  that  fall  on  his  now  lifeless  child  are  bid 
away :  He  arose  and  anointed  himself,  and 
went  to  the  house  of  the  Lord,  and  worshipped," 
experiencing  that  the  acceptable  sacrifices  to  the 
Lord  are,  a  broken  spirit,  a  broken  and  a  con- 
trite heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  despise." 

National  fasts  have  in  all  ages  been  employed, 
for  the  averting  of  national  calamities,  threatened 
by  the  irresistible  arm  of  the  Almighty. 

When  the  children  of  Israel,  after  a  prosperous 
campaign,  proceeded  to  attack  Ai,  they  were  un- 
expectedly defeated  by  the  men  of  that  proud 
city.  Israel  wept  and  mourned.  Prostrate  before 
the  ark  of  God,  Joshua  and  the  assembled  elders, 
with  rent  garments,  and  without  food,  remained 
until  even.  Gkxl  saw  their  sorrow,  he  graciously 
announced  the  true  source  of  all  their  misfor- 
tunes, and  moved  by  their  fasting  and  tears,  soon 
made  bare  his  arm,  and  delivered  their  enemies 
into  their  hand. 

When  Nineveh  was  threatened  by  the  prophet 
Jonah,  that  in  forty  days  her  palaces,  her  altars, 
her  princes,  and  her  people,  should  be  swept 
away  in  one  overwhelming  and  mysterious  de- 
struction; Nineveh's  king  proclaimed  a  fast,  a 
day  of  abstinence  and  humiliation.      That  God 
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might  turn  away  his  fierce  wrath,  that  they 
might  not  perish.  And  God  repented  of  the  evil 
that  he  said  he  would  do  unto  them,  and  he  did 
it  not." 

Fasts  were  also  employed,  when  guidance  and 
direction  were  to  be  implored  from  on  high,  for 
God's  church  and  people. 

When  the  great  object  of  Ezra  s  hopes,  wishes, 
and  fears,  the  rebuilding  of  the  temple  at  Jerusa- 
lem, was  at  length  sanctioned  and  approved  by 
the  eastern  monarch,  Ezra,  even  under  such 
favourable  circumstances,  finds  himself  unable  to 
proceed,  without  counsel  from  on  high.  He, 
therefore,  avows  his  confidence  in  God,  and  ear- 
nestly implores  divine  assistance  for  himself  and 
the  numerous  band  of  exiles,  by  whom  he  was 
accompanied.  "  So,"  saith  he,  we  fasted,  and 
besought  the  Lord  for  this,  and  he  was  entreated 
of  us." 

When  Esther's  acceptance  with  the  king  was 
yet  uncertain,  and  the  fate  of  the  Jews  seemed 
to  depend  on  his  decision,  the  young,  the  beauti- 
ful daughter  of  Israel,  sought  her  God  by  solemn 
fasting.  Her  preparation,  at  this  portentous 
moment,  was  a  dedication  of  herself  to  God. 

I  also,  and  my  maidens,  will  fast  likewise, 
and  so  will  I  go  in  unto  the  king,"  and  Esther 
pleased  the  king,  and  saved  her  desponding  coun- 
trymen. 

The  duty  of  fasting  was  employed  to  prepare 
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the  hearts  of  Christ's  people  for  his  advent,  and 
for  the  emanations  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Anna,  departed  not  from  the  temple,  but  served 
God  with  fasting  and  prayer,  night  and  day. 
Her  zeal  was  rewarded.  Her  faith  was  en- 
lightened. She  spake  of  Christ  to  all  them 
who  looked  for  redemption  in  Jerusalem."  He, 
too,  the  blessed  Jesus,  who  was  in  all  things  tried, 
"  yet  without  sin,"  devoted  forty  long  days  and 
nights,  to  fasting  and  meditation.  Shewing  that 
such  exercises  are  the  wisest  and  the  best,  when 
strong  trials  and  temptations  are  about  to  shadow 
the  path  of  his  true  disciples. 

It  is  evident  from  these  various  examples,  that  to 
fast  is  a  christian  duty ;  but  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance we  should  guard  against  substituting  the 
outward  form,  for  the  genuine  spirit  of  devotion. 
The  Pharisees  fasted,  but  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
bring  upon  them,  not  praise  but  reprobation  from 
our  Lord.  They  fasted  "  to  be  seen  of  men."  In 
every  act  of  devotion,  the  christian's  thoughts  will 
be  directed  to  God  in  heaven,  whose  blessing  only 
can  sanctify  the  service.  When  avoiding  all  osten- 
tation, our  religion  enables  us  willingly  to  make 
sacrifices  to  God,  we  have  a  presumptive  proof, 
that  our  religion  is  sincere  —  that  the  spirit  of 
truth  is  within  us.  Without  this  sincerity,  our 
religion  is  vain,  We  are  yet  in  our  sins."  But 
let  not  our  wish  to  avoid  ostentation  prevent  those 
pious  ^cis,  which  are  marked  by  charity  and 
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benevolence  to  our  fellow-creatures.  Is  not 
this  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen/'  saith  Jehovah, 
to  loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the 
heavy  burden,  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free,  and 
that  ye  break  every  yoke ;  is  it  not  to  deal  thy 
bread  to  the  hungry,  and  that  thou  bring  the  poor 
that  are  cast  out  to  thy  house.  Then  shall  thy 
light  break  forth  as  the  morning."  Adopting  the 
spirit  of  these  words,  Bishop  Taylor  thus  writes, 
"  Fasting,  prayer,  and  alms  together,  are  the  best 
penances  or  acts  of  exterior  repentance  in  the 
world." 

Let  us  then  conscientiously  consider  the  duty 
and  importance  of  christian  fasting.  We  shall 
receive  therefrom,  new  and  impressive  proofs  of 
God's  character.  Love  to  our  fellow-men  shall 
abound.  Prayer  shall  prevail.  Charity  shall 
mark  our  path,  and  blessing  follow  our  footsteps, 
as  we  humbly  strive  to  imitate  him,  who  was  in 
all  things  holy,  harmless  and  undefiled.  Through 
Jesus  alone,  can  our  services  be  accepted,  for 
the  stamp  of  value  is  not  recognised  upon  them 
by  our  heavenly  Father,  except  when  oflfered 
him  as  tokens  of  our  faith  in  his  only  and  well 
beloved  Son  ;  who  died  to  redeem  us  to  himself, 
and  to  make  us  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good 
works."  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  mind  in  the 
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knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  God,  who  seest  that  we  have  no  power 
of  ourselves  to  help  ourselves  ;  keep  us  both  out- 
wardly in  our  bodies,  and  inwardly  in  our  souls  ; 
that  we  may  be  defended  from  all  adversities 
which  may  happen  to  the  body,  and  from  all  evil 
thoughts  which  may  assault  and  hurt  the  soul, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


O  Grod,  thou  art  our  God,  early  will  we  seek 
thee ;  thou  art  our  God,  and  we  will  praise  thee ; 
our  fathers'  God,  and  we  will  extol  thee.  The 
heavens  declare  thy  glory,  and  with  all  their  shin- 
ing hosts,  continually  attest,  that  by  thy  divine 
hand  they  were  created,  and  by  thy  divine  power 
are  preserved.  The  earth  is  also  full  of  thy  good- 
ness. But  it  is  in  thy  character  of  mercy,  we  see 
still  greater  things  than  these.  We  bless  thee, 
that  the  Gospel  scheme  of  salvation  exhibits  thy 
attributes  of  love  and  grace  fully  to  our  view.  We 
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acknowledge  the  majesty  of  thy  justice,  which  re- 
quired full  reparation.  We  acknowledge  thine 
unspotted  holiness,  demanding  from  all  who  are 
formed  of  thee,  obedience  to  thy  will,  while  we 
reverently  bow  before  thine  immutable  truth, 
maintained  by  the  demand  of  full  and  perfect 
obedience  to  that  law,  which,  amid  the  thunders 
of  Sinai,  was  announced  to  thy  people. 

Blessed  be  thy  name,  O  our  God,  all  these  re- 
quirements were  rendered  thee.  Jesus  fulfilled 
the  whole  law,  and  made  it  honourable.  Not  unto 
us,  but  to  his  blessed  name  be  the  glory.  We  are 
erring,  sinful  creatures,  but  he  is  the  Lord  our 
righteousness.  We  entreat  that  by  thy  sovereign 
grace,  we  may  be  drawn  unto  him,  and  drink 
deeply  of  the  wells  of  salvation,  that  our  souls 
may  live.  With  the  precious  promises  of  mercy 
in  Christ,  grant,  O  Lord,  that  we  may  be  stirred 
up  unto  every  good  word  and  work.  That  we 
may  no  longer  serve  sin^  but  anxiously  avoid 
every  appearance  of  evil.  That  we  may  enjoy  a 
closer  walk  with  thee,  our  Grod,  and  more  commu* 
nion  with  thee,  while,  with  our  hearts  influenced 
by  the  example  of  our  blessed  Redeemer,  we 
strive  to  imitate  bis  character,  and  to  obey  bis 
precepts.  May  our  past  sins  be  pardoned.  By 
thy  Holy  Spirit,  may  our  hearts  be  renewed,  and 
given  wholly  to  thee.  Lord,  extend  the  blessing 
of  Christ's  salvation  over  the  world,  and  more 
especially  in  our  native  country.    Enlighten  the 
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ignorant.  Rebuke  the  presumptuous.  Support 
and  maintain  Christianity  through  the  whole 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Bless  thy 
church :  it  is  a  vineyard  of  thine  own  planting ; 
protect  her  from  the  spoiler  and  the  robber,  and 
vouchsafe  ever  to  be  her  Almighty  Guardian. 
Lord,  our  trust  is  in  thee.  O,  may  our  future 
lives  be  inscribed,  Holiness  unto  the  Lord." 
All  that  we  ask,  is  for  the  sake  of  thy  beloved 
Son,  who,  while  on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to 
pray: 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture,  is  in  St.  Matthew's 
Gospel,  the  6th  chapter,  from  the  1st  to  the  I3th 
verse. 

"  Take  heed  that  ye  do  not  your  alms  before  men,  to 
be  seen  of  them ;  otherwise  ye  have  no  reward  of  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven.    Therefore^  when  thou  doest 
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thine  alms^  do  not  sound  a  trumpet  before  thee^  as  the  hy- 
pocrites do  in  the  synagogues  and  in  the  streets,  that  they 
may  have  glory  of  men ;  verily  I  say  unto  you,  they  have 
their  reward.    But  when  thou  doest  alms,  let  not  thy 
left  hand  know  what  thy  right  hand  doeth;  that  thine 
alms  may  be  in  secret,  and  thy  Father,  which  seeth  in 
secret,  himself  shall  reward  thee  openly.   And  when  thou 
prayest,  thou  shalt  not  be  as  the  hypocrites  are ;  for  they 
love  to  pray  standing  in  the  synagogues,  and  in  the  comera 
of  the  streets,  that  they  may  be  seen  of  men :  verily  I 
say  unto  you,  they  have  their  reward.    But  thou,  when 
thou  prayest,  enter  into  thy  closet ;  and,  when  thou  hast 
shut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  secret;  and 
thy  Father,  which  seeth  in  secret,  shall  reward  thee  openly. 
But  when  ye  pray,  use  not  vain  repetitions,  as  the  heathen 
do ;  for  they  think  that  they  shall  be  heard  for  their  much 
speaking.   Be  not  ye  therefore  like  unto  them ;  for  your 
Father  knoweth  what  things  ye  have  need  of,  before  ye 
ask  him.   After  this  manner,  therefore,  pray  ye:  Our 
Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  thy  name :  thy 
kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  hea- 
ven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us 
our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors ;  and  lead  us  not  into 
temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for  thine  is  the  king- 
dom, and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever.  Amen/' 
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SERMON  XVII. 

ON  PRAYER. 

In  Saint  Luke's  Gospel,  the  I8th  chapter,  and 
part  of  the  1st  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

Men  ought  always  to  pray." 


Prayer  is  a  privilege  only  enjoyed  by  rational 
beings.  It  is  the  power  of  petitioning  God,  for 
what,  according  to  his  divine  knowledge,  may  be 
best  suited  alike  for  the  supply  of  our  spiritual 
and  temporal  necessities.  In  prayer,  we  must 
ever  humble  ourselves,  as  in  the  presence  of  a 
holy,  wise,  just,  and  great  Being.  We  must  con- 
fess our  feebleness,  and  his  power ;  our  unworthi- 
ness,  and  the  exceeding  riches  of  his  grace ;  our 
constant  dependence  upon  him,  who  is  the  Giver 
of  all  good,  whilst  we  also  recognize  the  might, 
majesty,  and  extent  of  his  government,  by  whom 
we  and  all  things  exist.  We  must  penitently 
acknowledge  our  sins,  while  we  gratefully  recog- 
nize God's  long-suffering,  and  unwillingness  to 
punish  them. 

Prayer  is  a  reasonable  service,  a  pious  duty, 
and  a  sacred  exercise,  most  beneficial  to  the  be- 
liever's soul. 

Prayer  is  a  reasonable  service.    It  is  indeed 
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most  suitable,  that  we  should  humbly  approach 
the  King  of  kings,  whose  subjects  we  are,  to  de- 
clare before  him  our  various  wants,  and  humbly  to 
petition  for  those  blessings,  without  which,  the 
present  life  cannot  be  enjoyed.  It  becomes  us 
also  to  solicit  him  for  those  spiritual  benefits, 
which  descend  from  the  throne  of  grace  upon  the 
soul  of  the  Christian  worshipper,  and  without 
which,  heavenly-mindedness  cannot  be  realised. 
Who  shall  deny,  that  it  is  most  reasonable  we 
should  express  our  gratitude  to  God,  who  hath 
never  ceased  kindly  to  remember  us,  whose  mer- 
cies are  new  to  us  every  day,  and  renewed  every 
moment?  whose  health  we  enjoy,  on  whose 
bounties  we  live,  and  on  whose  goodness  we  al^ 
ways  depend.  He  is  indeed  worthy  of  adoration, 
who  hath  spread  before  us  all  the  varied  beauties 
of  nature,  who  fringed  the  evening  cloud  with  ra- 
diance, who  gave  the  crescent  moon  her  appointed 
path,  who  frettedthe  azure  vault  with  golden  fires, 
who  directed  the  gentle  influences  of  spring,  when 
nature  putteth  forth  all  the  freshness  of  her  youth- 
ful beauty,  whose  bountiful  hand  in  the  advancing 
autumn,  spreads  a  common  feast  for  all  that 
lives,"  while  the  hoary  head  of  winter  bears  wit- 
ness to  that  Almighty  power,  which  **  rules  the 
whirlwind,  and  directs  the  storm,"  as  in  sovereign 
mercy,  it  protects  us  from  their  violence.  Surely, 
if  the  feeling  of  gratitude  have  a  place  in  our 
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heart,  or  protection  from  evil  be  desirable,  our 
souls  will  express  themselves  in  fervent  prayer, 
to  that  beneficent  Creator,  and  Almighty  Being, 
who  is  the  Giver  of  all  good,  the  Lord  of  all  power 
and  might,  blessed  for  ever.  Amen.. 

Prayer  is  also  a  pious  duty«  In  prayer  we 
iiilfil  the  Divine  command,  and  by  it  we  humbly 
imitate  the  Divine  example.  After  this  man- 
ner,'* says  the  Saviour,  shall  ye  pray."  Ask, 
and  ye  shall  receive,"  "  Seek,  and  ye  shall  find," 

Knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened."  And  then, 
how  often  in  the  life  of  the  Son  of  God,  do  we  see 
him  who  was  all  perfection,  thus  sacredly  en- 
gaged ?  praying  for  his  countrymen,  praying  for 
his  church,  praying  for  his  persecutors,  praying 
for  the  little  flock  of  which  he  was  the  shepherd, 
and  even  amid  the  agonies  of  death,  when  an 
earthquake  shook  the  city,  and  the  heavens  were 
darkened,  and  the  sun  was  hid  by  the  fi^wn  of 
Deity,  to  shroud  the  cruelty  and  ingratitude  of 
mankind,  —  one  of  the  last  acts  of  the  Saviour, 
at  that  moment,  was  an  act  of  prayer,  while  he 
lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and  implored  mercy 
for  his  unrelenting  enemies.  Father,  forgive 
them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  do."  Observe 
also,  that  the  holy  apostles,  in  their  precepts,  fre- 
quently commend  the  Christian  duty  of  prayer. 
"  Continue  instant  in  prayer,"  Pray  without 
ceasing,"    This  is  the  confidence  that  we  have  in 
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him,  that  if  we  ask  any  thing  according  to  hH 
will,  he  heareth  us."  These  are  so  many  exhor- 
tations from  their  inspired  minds. 

Prayer  is  a  sacred  exercise,  most  beneficial  to 
the  soul  of  the  Christian.  When  religious  men 
are  judged  of  by  the  world,  it  often  attributes  to 
them  qualities  they  do  not  possess,  or  it  accuses 
them  of  hypocrisy  or  selfishness,  of  which  they  are 
guiltless.  But  when  believers  come  to  a  throne 
of  grace,  they  know  that  there  God  sees  all  their 
deficiencies.  They  there  feel,  that  no  conceal- 
ment can  veil  them  from  his  eye,  and  therefore 
they  humbly  entreat,  through  the  merits  of  Jesu8» 
for  those  things  that  are  expedient  for  them.  God 
indeed  knows  our  wants  before  we  name  them, 
for  every  thought  of  our  heart,  every  situation  in 
life,  every  event  of  our  existence,  are  compre- 
hended in  the  glance  of  his  all-seeing  eye.  The 
very  hairs  of  our  head  are  numbered,  and  he 
knows  all  we  wish,  and  all  we  require.  Not- 
withstanding, he  expects  that  men  shall  solicit 
blessings,  in  the  way  he  hath  directed  in  his  word. 
As  the  husbandman  must  sow  the  seed,  which  the 
goodness  and  kindness  of  God  matures  into  a 
plentiful  harvest ;  so  God  delights  to  bestow  an 
abundant  blessing  upon  the  prayer  of  faith,  and 
therefore  believers  should  always  be  employing  it, 
for  the  supply  of  their  temporal  and  spiritual  re- 
quirements. O  !  what  a  blessing,  what  a  benefit 
to  the  soul,  to  approach  God  in  the  name  of  Jesus, 
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that  we  may  pray  for,  with  the  hope  of  receiving 
pardon  for  our  many  offences,  and  that  we 
may  implore  mercy,  grace,  and  holiness.  By 
the  prayer  that  thus  leads  to  repentance,  peni- 
tence, and  humility,  the  heart  is  made  better. 
Tes !  prayer  invigorates,  and  refreshes  the  heart 
of  the  Christian.  Wandering  through  this  world's 
wilderness,  he  would  be  unable  to  proceed  on  his 
journey  in  peace,  unless  he  could  trust  to  accepted 
prayer  for  the  supplies  it  affords  when  others 
fail,  for  the  holy  confidence  and  spiritual  strength 
it  confers,  even  in  the  darkest  hour  of  his  pilgrim- 
age, as  with  the  psalmist  he  exclaims,  I  called 
upon  the  Lord  in  distress,  the  Lord  answered 
me,"  and  for  the  support  it  affords  him,  even  in  his 
WSJ  through  the  gloom  of  the  valley  of  death, 
as  he  resignedly  breathes  out  his  soul  in  these 
words,  Father,  into  thy  hands  I  commit  my 
spirit." 

How  numerous,  then,  the  advantages  of  prayer! 
It  is  the  appointed  method  for  asking  heavenly 
blessings,  and  holy  gifts.  For  soliciting  more 
vivid  faith,  more  joyful  hope,  more  enlarged  views 
of  the  character  of  God,  and  a  more  just  know- 
ledge of  our  own.  We  grow  in  grace  by  prayer, 
for  it  unites  our  soul  to  its  Creator.  It  affords,  in 
time,  the  hallowed  communings  of  eternity.  It 
raises  us  from  earth  to  heaven.  It  cheers  us  in 
prosperity,  it  soothes  us  in  adversity.  It  reaches 
heaven,  whencesoever  it  proceeds,  and  whether 
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clothed  in  audible  language,  or  in  the  silent  as- 
piration of  a  lowly  and  contrite  soul,  if  sanctified 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  presented  with  the  in- 
cense of  the  Redeemer's  sacrifice,  it  opens  the 
treasuries  of  heaven,  and  brings  down  gifts  the 
most  precious,  from  on  high.  The  private  Chris- 
tian will  find  his  duties  most  easy,  and  his  spi- 
ritual enjoyments  most  increased,  as  he  continues 

instant  in  prayer,"  as  he  gives  his  whole  soul  to 
God  in  that  holy  exercise.  The  public  and  united 
prayers  of  the  Christian  church,  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  also  prevail,  and  draw  down  upon  it  the 
choicest  blessings. 

Let  us,  then,  be  constant  in  prayer.  Let  no 
earthly  vanity  interfere  with  this  our  high  and  hea- 
venly privilege.  Let  us  be  earnest  in  prayer, 
avowing,  with  Joshua,  that  we  and  our  house  will 
serve  the  Lord.  Let  us  also  be  faithful  in  prayer, 
for  the  souls  of  those  who  are  with  us.  That  they 
may  have  blessed  fellowship  with  the  Father,  and 
the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit.  Let  us  also  pray 
for  those  who  are  against  us,  that  Grod  may  forgive 
them,  and  change  their  hearts.  There  are  none 
we  may  not  pray  for  at  a  throne  of  grace,  al- 
though we  may  fear  to  speak  of  praying  before 
themselves.  But  let  us  never  forget  our  Savi- 
our's injunction,  Enter  into  thy  closet,  and  shut 
the  door,  and  pray  to  thy  Father  who  is  in 
heaven." 
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Heavenly  Father,  and  God  of  all  grace !  realize 
unto  us  the  blessing  of  believing  prayer. 

And  Tnov,  throagh  whom  we  come  to  God, 

The  Life,  the  Truth,  the  Way,  — 
The  path  of  prajer  thjself  hast  trode,  — 

Lord,  teach  oa  how  to  praj  ! 

Amen. 

Now,  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

We  beseiech  thee,  Almighty  God,  look  upon  the 
hearty  desires  of  thy  humble  servants,  and  stretch 
forth  the  right  hand  of  thy  majesty,  to  be  our 
defence  against  all  our  enemies,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  there  is  no  God  like 
unto  thee,  in  heaven  above  or  on  earth  beneath, 
who  keepest  covenant  and  mercy  with  thy  ser- 
vants. In  thee,  O  Lord,  we  live,  and  move,  and 
have  our  being.  Originally  called  into  existence 
by  the  word  of  thy  power,  man  became  a  living 
soul,  and  placed  over  the  other  works  of  thy  hands, 
he  was  exalted  to  be  thy  representative  on  earth. 
But,  alas !  O  God,  the  glory  and  dignity  with 
which  thou  didst  crown  him,  were  soon  dimmed 
and  debased.  In  one  fatal  moment,  sin  entered, 
and  he  died.  We  confess,  O  God,  that  our  con- 
duct hath  too  often  shewn  our  similarity  to  the 
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first  parent  of  mankind,  in  our  disobedience  to 
thy  will,  and  by  our  ingratitude  for  thy  mercies. 
To  each  of  us,  thou  hast  displayed  the  most  ten- 
der compassion,  and  the  most  unwearied  loving 
kindness.    In  infancy,  in  youth,  and  in  more  ad- 
vanced years,  we  have  been  alike  recipients  of 
thy  continued  bounty.    Alas!  O  Lord,  for  thy 
love,  we  have  too  frequently  returned  to  thee  in- 
difference, for  thy  goodness  ingratitude,  and  for 
our  abundant  blessings,  no  sincere  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  gracious  hand,  from  whom  every 
comfort  flows.    O  that  our  head  were  waters, 
and  our  eyes  fountains  of  tears,  that  we  might 
weep  day  and  night,  for  our  transgressions  against 
thee !  Yet,  Lord,  thou  knowest  our  tears  would 
not  wash  away  the  stain  of  our  guilt,  and  were 
it  not  for  thy  mercy,  we  were  without  hope.  But 
since  thy  love  towards  us  did  not  spare  thy  Son, 
but  gave  him  up  to  die  for  us,  and  as  in  him, 
thou  art  not  only  willing  to  forgive  us  graciously, 
but  to  love  us  freely,  to  remember  our  iniquities 
no  more,  and  to  be  our  God  and  Father  for  ever, 
so  we  would  come  with  holy  confidence  to  thy 
throne  of  grace,  entreating  for  a  Father's  bless- 
ing, and  beseeching  in  Christ's  name  to  be  recon- 
ciled to  thee.    O  Lord,  for  his  sake,  who  was 
holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  pardon  and  sanctify  us, 
and  may  the  seal  of  our  forgiveness  be  evident, 
in  our  love  to  thee,  and  in  our  obedience  to  thy 
commandments.  Risen  with  Jesus,  may  we  live  a& 
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his  true  disciples.  May  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit 
abound  in  our  souls.  Lord,  we  entreat  thee  to 
keep  us  in  the  way  thou  wouldst  hare  us  to  go. 
We  would  henceforth  recollect,  that  in  this  life, 
we  are  as  pilgrims  travelling  to  another  land. 
We  pray  that  thy  word  may  be  our  guide,  and 
thy  favour  still  compass  us  as  with  a  shield,  to 
protect  us  alike  from  temporal  and  spiritual  foes. 
Heavenly  Father,  to  thee  we  commend  all  in 
whom  we  have  an  interest,  and  all  our  interests 
for  time  and  for  eternity.  Let  thy  blessing  be 
upon  us,  and  upon  all  who  are  dear  to  us,  and 
may  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  be  our  portion 
through  the  merits  of  our  blessed  Redeemer,  who 
taught  us  thus  to  pray  : — 

Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture,  is  in  Saint  Paul's  Epis- 
tle to  the  Hebrews,  the  3rd  chapter. 

Wherefore,  holy  brethren,  partakers  of  the  heavenly 
calling,  consider  the  Apostle  and  high  priest  of  our  pro- 
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fessiooy  Christ  Jesus ;  who  was  faithful  to  him  that  ap- 
pointed him,  as  also  Moses  was  faithful  in  all  his  house. 
For  this  man  was  counted  worthy  of  more  glory  than 
Moses,  in  as  much  a^  he  who  hath  builded  the  house  hath 
more  honour  than  the  house.  For  every  house  is  builded 
by  some  man ;  but  he  that  built  all  things  is  God.  And 
Moses  verily  was  faithful  in  all  his  house,  as  a  servant, 
for  a  testimony  of  those  things  which  were  to  be  spoken 
after ;  but  Christ  as  a  Son  over  his  own  house ;  whose 
house  are  we,  if  we  hold  fast  the  confidence  and  the  re- 
joicing of  the  hope  firm  unto  the  end.  Wherefore  as  the 
Holy  Ghost  saith,  to-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden 
not  your  hearts,  as  in  the  provocation,  in  the  day  of  temp- 
tation in  the  wilderness ;  when  your  fathers  tempted  me, 
proved  me,  and  saw  my  works  forty  years.  Wherefore 
I  was  grieved  with  that  generation,  and  said,  they  do  al- 
way  err  in  their  heart;  and  they  have  not  known  my 
ways.  So  I  sware  in  my  wrath,  they  shall  not  enter  into 
my  rest.  Take  heed,  brethren,  lest  there  be  in  any  of  you 
an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  departing  from  the  living  God. 
But  exhort  one  another  daily,  while  it  is  called  to-day ; 
lest  any  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulness  of 
sin.  For  we  are  made  partakers  of  Christ,  if  we  hold 
the  begpnning  of  our  confidence  stedfast  unto  the  end; 
while  it  is  said,  to-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden 
not  your  hearts,  as  in  the  provocation.  For  some  when 
they  had  heard  did  provoke  ;  howbeit,  not  all  that  came 
out  of  Egypt  by  Moses.  But  with  whom  was  he  grieved 
forty  years  ?  Was  it  not  with  them  that  had  sinned,  whose 
carcases  fell  in  the  wilderness  ?  And  to  whom  sware  he 
that  they  should  not  enter  into  his  rest,  but  to  them  that 
believed  not  ?  So  we  see  that  they  could  not  enter  in  be- 
cause of  unbelief. 
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SERMON  XVIII. 

THE  OBfNIPRESENCE  OF  THE  DEITY. 

In  the  Wth  Psalm,  and  the  4th  verse,  it  is  thus 
written  : 

The  Lord  is  in  his  holy  temple.  The  Lord's  throne 
is  in  heaven,  his  eyes  behold,  his  eyelids  try  the  children 
of  men/' 


Although  the  universe  be  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  and  nature  throughout  her  dominions,  be 
ever  singing  his  praise  ;  yet,  he  whom  the  heaven 
of  heavens  could  not  contain,  accepted  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  house  Solomon  had  built  for  his 
worship,  and  while  assembled  Israel  adored  in 
silence  before  the  altar,  the  fire  came  down  from 
heaven,  and  consumed  the  burnt-offering  and 
sacrifice.  At  the  approach  of  the  coming  Deity, 
every  earthly  feeling  in  that  vast  multitude  around 
was  hushed  into  repose.  They  bowed  themselves 
with  their  faces  to  the  ground,  and  worshipped. 
God  still  delights  in  his  holy  temple,  in  his  church, 
his  Zion,  and  even  where  two  or  three  are  met 
together  in  his  name,  there  is  he  in  the  midst, 
for  the  heart  of  the  sanctified  believer  is  also 
Grod's  temple.  Know  ye  not  that  ye  are  the 
temple  of  God,"  saith  the  Apostle,  and  again. 

The  temple  of  God  is  holy,  which  temple 
are  ye." 
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The  Mosaic  economy,  typified  the  implication  of 
guilt,  and  the  means  of  pardon,  in  its  temple  ser- 
vices, and  God  blessed  them  with  his  presence. 
The  christian  economy  declares  the  believer  to 
be  washed,  and  purified,  and  sanctified,  by  the 
blood  of  Jesus,  his.  heart  being  blessed  by  the 
divine  presence,  and  ''his  body  the  temple  of  the 
Holy  Ghost."  To  him  the  sacred  scriptures  unveil 
the  true  character  of  God.  They  enable  the  chris- 
tian not  only  to  bow  before  the  sovereign  power 
of  the  Deity,  in  his  holy  temple,  and  upon  his 
heavenly  throne,  but  with  adoration,  to  trace  the 
hand  of  providence  in  the  experience  of .  each 
day,  in  all  his  ways  acknowledging  God,  and  re- 
ceiving gracious  direction  for  his  path.  Although 
honoured  in  the  enjoyment  of  privileges  so  ex- 
alted, the  believer  also  feels,  and  feels  deeply, 
that  infinite  grace  has  alone  preserved  him,  as  a 
brand  out  of  the  fire — while  he  blesses  God,  that 
angels  who  once  wept  over  his  unholiness,  have 
ere  now  rejoiced  over  his  penitence  and  pardon. 
When  the  christian  considers  the  various  occur- 
rences that  have  happened  around  him,  whether 
of  a  temporal  or  spiritual  character,  he  always 
acknowledges  an  unseen,  but  Almighty  arm, 
directing  each  event,  and  guiding  its  result.  Such 
a  conviction  is  at  once  encouraging  to  the  chris- 
tian's exertions  in  his  Master's  cause,  and  the  un- 
failing source  of  holy  reliance,  and  grateful  thanks- 
giving in  his  soul.    He  believes  that  God  s  creat- 
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ing  power,  first  called  the  world  into  existence, 
in  all  the  beauty  of  primeval  loveliness,  and  he 
feels  that  he  who  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  is  alike  great,  powerful  and  wise.  But 

who  by  searching  can  find  out  Grod,  who  can 
find  out  the  Almighty  unto  perfection  ?" 

Another  truth  also  impresses  the  christian's 
heart,  even  this,  —  that  God  is  acquainted  with 
every  circumstance  relative  to  mankind.  That  the 
protecting  arm,  which  is  never  weary,  that  the  eye 
that  never  sleeps,  guards  and  watches  every  step 
of  those  whose  trust  is  in  the  Most  High,  for 
God's  eyes  behold,  his  eyelids  try,  the  children 
of  men."  There  are,  however,  persons  assuming 
the  christian  name,  who  while  they  willingly  ac- 
knowledge that  God  created  this  world,  assert 
that  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  the  Lord  should 
look  down  from  his  throne  on  high,  merely  to 
direct  the  insignificant  affairs  of  man,  or  to  super- 
intend with  minute  control,  the  interest  of  indi- 
viduals, or  condescend  to  the  ceaseless  attention 
which  such  a  superintendence  would  infer.  Many 
replies  from  God's  own  word,  might  be  quoted 
against  such  objectors  —  another  is  afforded  by  a 
knowledge  of  his  character.  For  if  God  did  not 
superintend  the  most  minute  affairs  of  individuals, 
then  there  would  be  a  portion  of  his  creation  un- 
controlled by  his  will  and  power,  which  is  impos- 
sible, as  long  as  those  two  distinguishing  attri- 
butes of  his  nature  are  exercised,  his  omnipre- 
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sence,  and  his  omniscience,  by  which  all  things 
and  all  their  circumstances,  without  limitation, 
are  rendered  visible  to  him  with  whom  we  have 
to  do.  Those  attributes  are  acknowledged  by  all 
who  are  faithful  lovers  of  God,  and  a  sense  of 
them  should  naturally  cause  us  to  fear«  lest  we 
offend  him,  who,  ever-present  and  all-seeing,  from 
his  holy  temple,  beholds,  and  tries  the  children  of 
men. 

That  Grod  possesses  the  attributes  named,  we 
know  from  his  word  of  truth,  and  that  very  Bible 
which  asserts  God's  sovereignty  over  all  his  works, 
also  contains  a  law  which  he  hath  proclaimed, 
to  regulate,  conduct,  and  restrain  mankind.  It 
tells  us  God  requires  man's  obedience  to  this  law, 
and  announces  blessing  with  its  fulfilment,  and 
punishment  for  its  neglect.  It  is  then  our  most 
vital  interest,  to  render  our  eternal  sovereign  that 
homage  which  is  due  to  his  power,  and  govern- 
ment, especially  when  we  know  he  observes  our 
every  step  —  that  he  traces  our  path  by  day,  and 
by  night,  —  that  he  marks  each  thought  that  as- 
pires to  heaven,  as  well  as  every  sinful  imagina- 
tion of  the  heart.  How  daring  then  the  soul  that 
obstinately  offends  an  omnipresent  Deity,  who  de- 
nounceth  vengeance  against  all  iniquity?  How 
earnest  ought  our  intercessions  to  be,  that  as  we 
are  aliens  to  God  by  nature,  and  by  wicked 
works,  he  would  enable  us  to  see  the  importance 
of  peace  with  him  now,  that  we  may  not  encoun- 
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ter  the  frown  of  a  wrathful  Judge^  in  the  unex- 
plored abodes  of  eternity.  If  we  throw  our- 
selves, as  helpless  returning  penitents  upon  the 
strength  of  the  Almighty  arm,  God  will  for 
Christ's  sake  grant  us  his  grace,  in  every  time  of 
need,  and  it  will  be  our  happy  experience  to 
know,  and  to  prove,  that  he  that  is  of  God,  heareth 
Grod's  word,  and  delighteth  to  do  his  will. 

The  belief  in  a  present  God,  should  not  only 
cause  us  to  fear,  lest  we  offend  him,  it  should  also 
induce  us  highly  to  honour  him. 

The  glory  of  Grod  was  the  object  of  man's  crea- 
tion, of  angels'  existence,  of  Christ's  descent  upon 
earth,  to  redeem  a  fallen  world.  It  is  the  grand 
result  to  which  every  event  of  time  and  pi  eter- 
nity, shall  ultimately  conduce.  Man  must  honour 
God,  by  preferring  above  aH  things  reconciliation 
and  peace  with  him.  By  entreating  God,  that  a 
new  heart  may  be  given  him,  so  that  he  may  be 
enabled  to  serve  the  Lord  with  gladness,  and 
rejoice  to  do  his  will.  When  sin  assaults,  he  must 
earnestly  pray,  that  strength  for  resistance  may 
be  granted  from  on  high,  and  it  will  be  his  happy 
experience  to  know,  that  the  more  he  shall  resist 
the  tempter,  the  nearer  is  heavenly  aid,  as  when 
Jesus  said,  ''Get  thee  hence,  Satan,"  angels  came 
and  ministered  unto  him.  The  convert  must 
place  all  his  hope  and  confidence  in  God,  who.  is 
the  disposer  of  all  things,  the  sovereign  of  all^ 
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the  shield  and  the  refuge  of  his  people.  Yes, 
even  life  itself,  however  sweet,  must  be  resigned 
with  calmness  to  his  will.  Death,  stealing  upon 
us,  with  silent,  but  sure  approach,  must  not  lead 
us  to  doubt  his  faithfulness.  Even  an  angel  from 
heaven  must  not  have  influence  to  persuade  us 
to  distrust  his  truth,  or  to  deny  his  loving  kind- 
ness. All  things  must  be  but  loss,  in  comparison 
with  the  full  enjoyment  throughout  eternity  of 
God's  love  in  Christ  Jesus.  They  shall  triumph, 
and  triumph  gloriously,  whose  aim  and  object 
are,  the  glory  and  honour  of  God. 

Be  it  recollected,  however,  that  just  views  of 
what  is  due  to  God's  glory  cannot  be  attained, 
unless  our  hearts  ''are  right  with  him."  By 
nature  man  sees  no  loveliness  in  the  Divine  cha- 
racter, to  admire,  to  venerate,  or  to  adore.  We 
can  only  love  him,  when  we  know  and  feel,  that 
he  first  loved  us,  and  gave  his  only  Son  to  die  for 
sinners.  O,  who  can  tell,  or  what  angelic  tongue 
declare,  how  much  was  thus  bestowed!  Jesus, 
the  holy,  the  harmless,  the  undefiled  —  Jesus, 
the  Son  of  the  Highest,  of  whose  kingdom  there 
shall  be  no  end  —  Jesus,  typified  by  sacrifice, 
and  by  ofiering,  and  by  holy  prophets  —  Jesus, 
unrobes  himself  of  his  splendour,  descends  from 
heaven  —  sees  of  the  travail  of  his  soul  and  is 
satisfied,  ascends  to  paradise,  and  now  pleads  our 
cause  at  God's  right  hand,  that  all  things  may 
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unite  to  the  glory  of  the  Eternal.  In  creating 
man,  God  purposed  his  own  glory.  Since  this 
was  his  object,  if  we  deny  him  our  services,  we 
oppose  the  intention  of  our  existence,  and  shall 
be  finally  swept  away  as  cumberers  of  the  ground. 
Now,  God  is  willing  to  be  gracious.  With  the 
Lord  there  is  mercy,  and  with  him  there  is  plen- 
teous redemption.  He  shall  redeem  Israel  from 
all  his  iniquities.  By  no  longer  declining  ;  but  by 
accepting  the  invitation  of  the  Saviour,  God  hath 
given  us  the  means  of  offering  unto  him  accept- 
able service.  Christ  hath  declared  whatsoever  ye 
shall  ask  in  my  name,  that  will  I  do,  that  the 
Father  may  be  glorified  in  the  Son.  Let  us  then 
entreat  for  grace,  that  all  that  we  do  may  be  to 
the  glory  of  God." 

May  we  be  his  in  our  going  out,  and  in  our 
coming  in,  in  our  heart  and  in  our  spirit.  May 
we  live  to  God,  and  to  Jesus,  and  being  washed 
in  his  atoning  blood,  and  sanctified  by  the  Spirit 
of  all  grace,  may  God  enable  us  to  shew  forth  the 
fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  are  love,  joy, 
peace,  gentleness,  goodness,  patience,  temperance. 
O  inquire  of  conscience,  if  such  a  character  be 
yours?  That  it  may  be  so,  O  God,  of  thine  infinite 
mercy  grant,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 

Now,  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
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knowJedge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Grant,  we  beseech  thee,  Almighty  God,  that  we 
who  for  our  evil  deeds  do  worthily  deserve  to  be 
punished,  by  the  comfort  of  thy  grace,  may  be 
mercifully  relieved,  through  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven,  to  whom  should 
we  come  but  unto  thee,  the  God  of  all  grace,  the 
blessed  Preserver  and  Creator  of  all  things  ?  Hea- 
ven is  thy  throne,  the  earth  is  thy  footstool,  and 
thou  givest  breath  and  being  to  every  thing  that 
exists.  Lord,  although  we  now  approach  thy 
divine  presence,  we  are  by  nature  the  children  of 
wrath,  even  as  others.  Against  thee,  thee  only, 
have  we  sinned,  and  done  iniquity ;  sin  triumphed 
over  us,  and  we  died.  O  !  it  is  by  thine  infinite 
grace  alone,  that  we  can  look  up  for  pardon  of  our 
guilt,  or  hope  for  reconciliation  with  thee,  our  God. 
Thanks!  eternal  thanks!  to  thee,  our  heavenly 
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Father,  the  oppression  of  that  guilt,  which  the 
blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats  could  not  remove,  has 
been  borne  from  us,  by  thy  blessed  and  beloved 
Son,  who  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world.  We 
bless  thee,  O  Lord,  that  through  the  merits  of 
Jesus,  we  are  permitted  to  approach  a  throne  of 
mercy,  to  ask  of  thee  what  we  require,  and  for 
thy  grace  to  help  us  at  all  times.  Pardoned  and 
accepted  for  the  sake  of  the  Beloved,  may  we  ex- 
perience regeneration  of  heart,  newness  of  life, 
greater  hatred  of  sin,  and  stronger  desires  for  thy 
glory.  May  we  love  much,  because  much  has 
been  forgiven.  May  our  souls  often  be  raised  to 
thee  in  gratitude,  by  the  consideration  of  thy  cha- 
racter as  the  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and 
gracious,  who  art  not  willing  that  any  should 
perish.  Lord,  increase  in  us  true  religipn.  O! 
diffuse  its  divine  influence  over  the  whole  human 
race.  Lord,  answer  in  mercy  the  prayers  that 
have  this  day  been  addressed  to  thee  from  thy 
Church,  and  thy  people.  Let  thy  priests  be 
clothed  with  salvation,  and  thy  saints  shout  for 
joy.  Hear  in  mercy  the  prayers  of  the  aged,  that 
they  may  be  found  in  the  way  of  righteousness ; 
and  of  the  young,  that  they  may  be  kept  from  the 
temptations  that  are  in  the  world.  Hear  the  little 
child^s  prayer,  as  it  calls  thee  "  Father,*'  the 
mourner's  petition  for  consolation,  and  the  sick 
man*s  cry  for  help  and  relief.  Lord,  suit  thyself 
to  their  various  circumstances,,  and  grant  an  an- 
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swer  in  peace.  O  Lord,  hear.  O  Lord,  pardon. 
O  Lord,  mercifully  forgive,  and  accept  of  us  now 
before  thee,  through  our  only  mediator  and  advo- 
cate Jesus  Christ,  who,  while  on  earth,  taught  us 
thus  to  pray : 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture,  is  in  Saint  John's 
Gospel,  the  8th  chapter,  from  the  I2th  to  the  32nd 
verse. 

Then  spake  Jesus  again  unto  them,  saying,  I  am  the 
light  of  the  world :  he  that  followeth  me  shall  not  walk  in 
darkness,  but  shall  have  the  light  of  life.  The  Pharisees 
therefore  said  unto  him.  Thou  bearest  record  of  thyself; 
thy  record  is  not  true.  Jesus  answered,  and  said  unto 
them,  Thoij^h  I  bear  record  of  myself,  yet  my  record  is 
true :  for  I  know  whence  I  came,  and  whither  I  go ;  but 
ye  cannot  tell  whence  I  come,  and  whither  I  go.  Ye 
judge  after  the  flesh ;  I  judge  no  man.    And  yet  if  I 
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jodge,  my  judgment  is  true ;  for  I  am  not  alone,  but  I  and 
the  Father  that  sent  me.  It  is  also  written  in  your  law, 
that  the  testimony  of  two  men  is  true.  I  am  one  that 
beaieth  witness  of  myself,  and  the  Father  that  sent 
me,  beareth  witness  of  me.  Then  said  they  unto  him. 
Where  is  thy  Father?  Jesus  answered.  Ye  neither  know 
me,  nor  my  Father :  if  ye  had  known  me,  ye  should  have 
known  my  Father  also.  These  words  spake  Jesus  in  the 
treasury,  as  he  taught  in  the  temple,  and  no  man  laid 
hands  on  him,  for  his  hour  was  hot  yet  come.  Then  said 
Jesus  again  unto  them,  I  go  my  way,  and  ye  shall  seek 
me,  and  shall  die  in  your  sins :  whither  I  go,  ye  cannot 
come.  Then  said  the  Jews,  Will  he  kill  himself?  because 
he  saith.  Whither  I  go,  ye  cannot  come.  And  he  said 
unto  them.  Ye  are  from  beneath ;  I  am  fix>m  above:  ye  are 
of  this  world ;  I  am  not  of  this  world.  I  said  therefore 
unto  you,  that  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins ;  for  if  ye  believe 
not  that  I  am  he,  ye  shall  die  in  your  sins.  Then  said 
they  unto  him.  Who  art  thou?  And  Jesus  saith  unto 
them,  Even  the  same  that  I  said  unto  you  from  the  begin- 
ning. I  have  many  ihings  to  say  and  to  judge  of  you : 
but  he  that  sent  me  is  true ;  and  I  speak  to  the  world 
those  ihii^  which  I  have  heard  of  him.  They  understood 
not  that  he  spake  to  them  of  the  Father.  Then  said 
Jesus  unto  them,  when  ye  have  lifted  up  the  Son  of 
man,  then  shall  ye  know  that  I  am  he,  and  that  I  do 
nothing  of  myself;  but  as  my  Father  hath  taught  me,  I 
qpeak  these  things.  And  he  that  sent  me  is  with  me : 
the  Father  hath  not  left  me  alone ;  for  I  do  always  those 
things  that  please  him.  As  he  spake  these  words,  many 
believed  on  him.  Then  said  Jesus,  to  those  Jews  which 
believed  on  him.  If  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then  are  ye 
my  disciples  indeed ;  and  ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the 
truth  shall  make  you  free." 
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SERMON  XIX. 

ABRAHAM'S  FAITH  THE  FAITH  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN. 

In  St.  JohnU  Gospel,  the  8th  chapter,  and  the 
56th  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

Your  fietther  Abraham  rejoiced  to  see  my  day,  and  he 
Raw  it,  and  was  glad." 

The  promise  of  hope  given  to  Adam  after  his 
transgression,  that  from  him,  the  second  Adam 
should  descend  as  an  atoning  Saviour,  seems  from 
the  sacrifice  offered  by  Abel,  to  have  been  clearly 
understood,  even  at  that  early  period  in  the 
world's  history.  An  offering  for  sin,  by  the  death 
of  animals,  would  not  have  been  presented,  unless 
there  had  been  a  conviction  of  the  sinfulness  of 
Bin,  accompanied  with  an  understanding  of  the 
appointed  method  of  deliverance  from  its  effects. 
That  these  sacrifices,  offered  in  faith,  were  accept- 
ed of  God,  is  evident ;  and  although  in  the  ele- 
venth chapter  of  the  Hebrews,  the  names  of  our 
first  parents  are  not  found  amongst  that  noble 
array  of  glorified  saints,  the  Church  hath  always 
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taken  it  for  granted,  that  God  gave  them  hope 
and  repentance,  through  the  promised  Messiah. 

The  faith  of  Abraham  stands  out  in  Scripture  in 
boldest  relief,  and  the  wonderful  instances  re- 
corded of  it,  are' so  many  proofs  how  much  he  en* 
joyed  the  sense  of  an  ever-present,  and  ever-pow- 
erful God,  in  whose  hands  were  his  ways,  and  on 
whom  he  always  relied  as  his  gracious  Guide. 
But  the  words  of  the  text  are  pronounced  by  one 
greater  than  Abraham.  Amidst  a  group  of  hypo- 
critical professors,  we  perceive  in  human  form  one 
gentle  in  his  aspect,  and  gracious  in  his  speech. 
He  had  announced  strange  things  to  the  ears  ot 
those  around  :  a  sinner  had  been  forgiven  in  their 
presence,  whose  crime,  according  to  their  ideas, 
could  only  be  atoned  for  by  death :  while  they,  im- 
mediately self-condemned,  by  the  expression, He 
that  is  without  sin  among  you,  let  him  first  cast  a 
stone  at  her,"  sought  to  screen  themselves  from. its 
application,  by  assailing  the  authority  of  the  Holy 
One,  thus  attempting  to  weaken  the  effect  of  his 
appeal  to  their  consciences,  by  claiming  Abraham 
for  their  father.  Although  the  descendants  of  the 
faithful  patriarch  thus  rejected  Christ,  from  the 
words  of  the  blessed  Saviour  Abraham  rejoiced 
to  see  my  day,"  it  is  evident,  that  besides  the  re- 
liance upon  God  already  alluded  to,  Abraham  also 
enjoyed  an  unclouded  view  of  the  means  through 
which  sinners  were  to  be  delivered  from  the  thral- 
dom of  Satan,  by  the  victory  over  sin  and  the 
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grave,  of  Him  who  was  to  come.  The  patriarch's 
joy  at  such  a  prospect,  was  constant,  and  sincere. 
Abraham  rejoiced  in  Christ's  day,  because  God*s 
justice  would  be  vindicated,  and  man  be  brought 
to  God,  not  by  the  terrors  of  his  wrath,  but  by  the 
tenderness  of  his  mercy  in  the  Redeemer.  Jeho- 
vah graciously  unfolded  to  the  patriarchs  and 
prophets,  although  still  afar  off,"  his  revelations 
of  the  coming  Saviour,  and  their  ardent  hearts, 
glowing  with  the  visions  of  inspiration,  delighted 
in  the  contemplation  of  that  period,  when  the 

Lamb  of  Grod,  who  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the 
world,"  should  descend.  Their  ardent  faith,  amid 
all  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  life,  continued  [un- 
changeable, resting  on  the  immutable  promise 
God,  and  patiently  awaiting  its  realization.  Abra- 
ham believed  Gk)d,  and  it  was  accounted  to  him 
for  righteousness." 

As  Abraham  of  old  saw  the  day  of  Christ,  so 
may  Christ  still  be  seen  as  the  Sacrifice,  the  Re- 
deemer, the  Messiah,  the  Prince,  and  all  that  is 
revealed  of  him  should  cause  our  hearts  to 
glow  with  gratitude  and  love,  for  Christ  hath 
redeemed  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  being 
made  a  curse  for  us,"  that  the  blessing  of  Abra- 
ham may  come  on  the  Gentiles,  through  Jesus 
Christ."  Although  the  attainments  of  believers, 
differ  from  each  other,  as  one  star  differeth  from 
another  in  glory,  yet  all  who  know  Jesus,  will  de« 
sire  to  know  him  more.    Every  spark  of  heavenly 
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light,  they  will  entreat  may  be  cherished  into  hal- 
lowed fire,  on  the  altar  of  their  heart,  now  dedi- 
cated to  God.  Every  holy  desire,  they  will  en- 
treat may  be  strengthened.  Every  righteous 
wish  encouraged.  They  will  strive  to  obtain  the 
impress  of  their  master's  image  upon  their  heart, 
while  they  illustrate  the  character  of  believers,  in 
their  life  and  conversation.  Such  a  state  of  mind 
rejoices  the  soul,  and  causes  the  Christian  to  de- 
light in  his  Lord.  Abraham,''  says  Jesus, saw 
my  day,  and  was  glad."  He  knew  that  his  re- 
deemer lived,  and  that  he  should  descend  upon 
the  earth.  In  Jesus,  he  saw  the  holy  and  just 
One,  who  should  deliver  Israel  from  all  her  iniqui- 
ties. He  longed  to  see  Christ's  day,  and  by  the 
eye  of  faith  he  saw  it,  for  when  our  wishes  are  holy, 
and  in  accordance  with  God's  will,  he  hears  our 
prayer,  and  grants  an  answer  in  peace. 

The  dawn  of  Christ's  day,  was  indeed  all  that 
Abraham  saw,  still  that  dawn  was  so  glorious,  he 
could  not  view  it  without  rejoicing.  Has  the  con- 
templation of  Christ's  advent  upon  earth  been 
such  a  day  of  rejoicing  to  us  ?  Highly  favoured 
as  we  are,  the  glories  of  Christ's  day  have  now  been 
realised,  and  we  have  witnessed  the  triumphs  of 
our  King.  We  have  seen  the  kingdom  of  grace 
established;  do  we  rejoice,  as  did  Abraham? 
Salvation  by  grace,  is  indeed  a  theme,  which  may 
well  animate  the  human  heart,  and  cause  the  spirit 
to  rejoice  "  in  God  its  Saviour."    It  is  a  theme  to 
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which  the  golden  lyres  of  heaven  are  attuned,  and 
for  which  hosts  of  angels  join  in  songs  of  joyful 
gratulation.  To  the  fountain  opened  in  Zion,  let 
the  humble,  the  lowly  penitent,  repair.  The . 
waters  of  consolation,  the  privileges  of  saints,  the 
peace  of  God,  shall  be  his.  He  shall  be  wel- 
comed with  words  of  kindness.  Christ  shall  wipe 
away  all  tears  from  his  eyes.  Glory  shall  be  his 
inheritance.  Heaven  shall  be  his  home.  At  the 
altar  of  mercy,  the  Spirit  of  Grace  administers. 
He  announces  the  glad  tidings  of  great  joy,  to 
every  believing  heart.  He  fills  the  mind  with  the  . 
noblest  principles ;  and  to  him  who  returns  from 
the  evil  of  his  ways,  and  flies  to  the  refuge  of  hope 
set  before  him  in  the  Gospel,  he  confers  a  new 
and  living  spirit,  changes  the  desire,  and  regene- 
rates the  whole  man,  who  now  displays  the  holy 
influence  of  a  renewed  heart.  Yes,  that  soul,  , 
which  at  first  creation  descended  upon  Adam 
pure  and  unpolluted,  from  the  Deity,  but  fell  into 
ruins  before  the  power  of  Satan,  that  soul,  through 
the  more  irresistible  power  of  saving  grace,  is  re- 
stored, those  ruins  are  repaired,  and  destined 
to  become  more  glorious,  for  the  human  heart, 
purified,  and  sanctified,  through  the  blood  of 
sprinkling,  becomes  a  temple,  in  which  the  Spirit 
of  Grace  refuseth  not  to  dwell.  May  we  receive 
the  end  of  our  faith,  even  the  salvation  of  our 
souls.    He  who  hath  called  us,     being  holy, 
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80  may  we  be  holy,  in  all  manner  of  conversa- 
tion." 

'  As  Abraham  longed  for  the  first  coming  of  the 
Saviour,  in  lowliness  and  humility,  be  it  ours  to 
prepare  for  his  second  coming  in  glory.  As  Abra- 
ham trusted  in  Christ  for  pardon,  be  it  ours  to 
know  him  as  our  Redeemer.  As  Abraham's  faith 
led  him  to  a  walk  with  God,  so  may  our  faith  in 
Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  be  conspicuous  in  our 
works,  walk,  and  conversation.  O,  how  great, 
how  gracious,  the  encouragement  Jesus  offers, 
»  that  men  should  render  unto  him  their  affections ! 
"  He  that  loveth  me,"  saith  he,  shall  be  loved 
of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him,  and  manifest 
myself  unto  him."  These  are  blessings  Christ 
confers  in  time,  but  who  can  sum  his  gifts  for 
eternity  ?  Our  heavenly  Saviour  hath,  in  a  para- 
ble, unveiled  the  mysteries  of  the  eternal  world, 
and  there  revealed  Abrahani  in  glory.  The  faith 
that  raised  Abraham  to  heaven,  can  also  introduce 
us  to  its  blessed  enjoyments ^  and  at  the  close  of 
life,  when  the  fixed  eye  is  losing  in  succession  the 
form  of  material  objects  around  our  couch,  and 
we  almost  cease  to  hear  the  boding  sigh,  and  the 
trembling  farewell, —  at  such  an  hour.  Faith  darts 
a  ray,  from  heaven,  to  the  feebly  beating  heart, 
and  on  a  pathway  of  light,  like  that  which  the 
solitary  pilgrim  from  his  Father's  house  witnessed 
in  sacred  vision,  the  soul  of  the  Christian  believer. 
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having  shaken  off  its  tenement  of  clay,  ascends  to 
glory,  and  to  God !  Amen. 

May  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  know- 
ledge and  love  of  Grod,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  Grod  Almighty,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  amongst 
you  and  remain  with  you  always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

We  beseech  thee.  Almighty  God,  mercifully  to 
look  upon  thy  people ;  that  by  thy  great  good* 
ness  they  may  be  governed  and  preserved  ever 
more,  both  in  body  and  soul,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 


The  heavens  declare  thy  glory,  O  God,  and  all 
nature  teacheth  us  knowledge  concerning  thee. 
We  thank  thee,  that  thou  hast  endowed  us  with 
rational  minds,  by  which  we  are  enabled  to  look 
from  nature,  unto  Nature's  God,  while  in  her 
ample  page,  we  read  that  the  same  power  that 
provides  for  the  sparrow,  animates  and  preserves 
the  loftiest  seraph.  O  that  this  thought  were 
ever  present  with  us,  to  remind  us  of  the  danger 
and  folly  of  breaking  the  holy  laws  of  him,  with 
whom  we  have  to  do.  Thus  taught,  may  we  truly 
grieve  for  the  guilt  incurred  by  our  past  sins,  and 
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feel  the  necessity  of  sincere  and  immediate  re- 
pentance. Heavenly  Father,  grant  us  a  new  and 
holy  life,  in  which  we  shall  fear  to  offend  thee, 
having  our  natures  so  changed  through  grace, 
that  we  may  delight  in  thy  holy  will,  and  cheer- 
fully obey  thy  most  just  commandments.  O 
Lord,  we  thank  thee  that  in  the  scheme  of  salva- 
tion by  Jesus  Christ,  thy  beloved  Son,  thou  hast 
provided  the  richest  blessings  for  all  that  come 
unto  thee  through  him.  We  rejoice  that  he  now 
pleads  the  cause  of  his  church  and  people,  and 
that  for  his  sake,  thou  dost  send  down  upon  them 
thy  sovereign  grace.  To  thee,  O  Lord,  belong 
mercies  and  forgivenesses,  though  we  have  re- 
belled against  thee.  But  through  the  precious 
blood  of  Jesus,  may  our  iniquities  be  pardoned, 
and  may  our  future  lives  shew,  that  we  are  true 
disciples  of  our  once  crucified,  and  now  ascended 
Lord.  May  we  henceforth  love  thee  with  all  our 
heart,  and  our  neighbour  as  ourselves.  May  we 
kindly  sympathise  with,  and  comfort  the  sorrow- 
ful. May  we  willingly  administer  to  the  sick. 
May  we  freely  relieve  the  wants  of  the  poor,  and 
in  all  things  desire  humbly  to  imitate  him,  who 
went  about  continually  doing  good.  May  we, 
through  thy  grace,  O  Lord,  live  in  righteousness 
before  thee,  all  the  days  of  our  life,  being  thine 
only,  thine  wholly,  and  thine  for  ever.  Be  our 
God  in  life,  our  God  in  death,  our  Father  and 
our  friend  in  time  and  in  eternity,  for  the  sake  of 
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our  only  Mediator  and  Advocate,  Jesus  Christ, 
who  taught  us  thus  to  pray,  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  ;  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead 
us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil : 
for  thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  Saint  Luke's  Gos- 
pel the  \5th  chapter,  from  the  lUh  to  the  24th 
verse. 

**  And  he  said,  A  certain  man  had  two  sons :  and  the 
younger  of  them  said  to  his  father.  Father,  give  me  the 
portion  of  goods  that  falleth  to  me.  And  he  divided  mito 
them  his  living.  And  not  many  days  after,  the  younger 
son  gathered  all  together,  and  took  his  journey  into  a  far 
country,  and  there  wasted  his  substance  with  riotous  living. 
And  when  he  had  spent  all,  there  arose  a  mighty  famine 
in  that  land ;  and  he  began  to  be  in  want.  And  he  went 
and  joined  himself  to  a  citizen  of  that  country ;  and  he 
sent  him  into  his  fields  to  feed  swine.  And  he  would  fain 
have  filled  his  belly  with  the  husks  that  the  swine  did  eat; 
and  no  man  gave  unto  him.  And  when  he  came  to  him- 
self, he  said,  How  many  hired  servants  of  my  father's  have 
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bread  enough,  and  to  spare,  and  I  perish  with  banger !  I 
will  arise,  and  go  to  my  father,  and  will  say  unto  him. 
Father,  I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  before  thee,  and 
am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son :  make  me  as  one 
of  thy  hired  servants.  And  he  arose,  and  came  to  his 
father.  But  when  he  was  yet  a  great  way  off,  his  father 
saw  him,  and  had  compassion,  and  ran,  and  fell  on  his 
neck,  and  kissed  him.  And  the  son  said  unto  him.  Father, 
I  have  sinned  against  heaven,  and  in  thy  sight,  and  am  no 
more  worthy  to  be  called  thy  son.  But  the  father  said  to 
his  servants.  Bring  forth  the  best  robe,  and  put  it  on 
him  ;  and  put  a  ring  on  his  hand,  and  shoes  on  his  feet : 
and  bring  hither  the  fatted  calf,  and  kill  it;  and  let  us  eat, 
and  be  merry :  for  this  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive 
again ;  he  was  lost,  and  is  found." 


SERMON  XX. 

THE  REPENTANT  SINNER  ACCEPTED. 

In  Saint  Luke's  Gospel,  the  15M  chapter^  and  in 
the  \7th  and  18M  verses^  it  is  thus  written : 

And  when  he  came  to  himself,  he  said,  how  many 
hired  servants  of  my  father's  have  bread  enough,  and  to 
spare,  and  I  perish  with  hunger.  I  will  arise,  and  go  to 
my  fietther,  and  will  say  unto  him.  Father,  I  have  sinned 
against  heaven,  and  before  thee." 

There  are  DGiany  passages  in  the  history  of  the 
Prodigal  Son,  which  cannot  fail  to  excite  interest 
in  the  reader,  from  the  simple  and  affecting  Ian- 
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guage  in  which  they  are  conveyed  to  his  heart. 
There  reigns  throughout  the  whole  narrative,  so 
much  of  genuine  nature,  that  although  it  were 
not  a  portion  of  sacred  writ,  it  would  be  distin- 
guished from  ordinary  compositions,  by  its  exqui- 
site beauty  and  pathos.  At  an  age  when  the 
warm  imagination  of  youth,  uncontrolled  by  judg- 
ment, paints  in  the  brightest  aspect  the  charms 
of  pleasure,  although  there  was  abundance  in  his 
father's  house,  and  of  that  abundance  he  largely 
participated,  the  youthful  Prodigal  demands  of 
his  father  the  portion  of  goods  allotted  to  him, 
and  having  received  it,  he  hurries  away  from  the 
parental  roof,  confidently  anticipating  more  hap- 
piness from  the  wealth  of  which  he  now  thinks 
himself  possessed,  than  all  the  sweets  that  inno- 
cence and  home  had  ever  realised.  Young,  vain, 
and  inexperienced,  far  removed  from  a  father's 
blessing,  and  a  father's  admonitions,  rejoicing  that 
he  was  now  free  from  parental  restraint  and  obser- 
vation, the  prodigal  enters  on  his  course  of  dissipa- 
tion, exhausts  its  delusive  enjoyments,  and  after 
spending  all  his  substance  in  riotous  living,  finds 
himself  reduced  to  beggary,  wretchedness,  and 
despair. 

Like  the  Prodigal  Son,  man  in  the  first  period 
of  his  existence,  lived  in  a  state  of  peace  and 
innocence,  receiving  and  enjoying  unnumbered 
gifts,  bestowed  upon  him  by  the  liberal  hand  of 
his  heavenly  Father.   He  was  made  Lord  over 
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the  other  works  of  creation,  and  participated  in 
delightful  communion  with  the  heavenly  world. 
God  was  his  loving  Father,  and  angels  were  his 
visitors,  and  Eden  was  his  home.    But  too  soon, 
alas !  man,  discontented  with  this  high  and  holy 
state,  coveted  acquirements  different  from  those 
so  freely  enjoyed  by  him,  and  following  the 
devices  and  desires  of  his  own  heart,  in  their 
gratification,  plunged  himself  into  the  depths  of 
misery  and  despair.    But  although  pursuing  his 
infatuated  career,  God  often  continues  to  bestow 
loving  kindness  and  tender  mercy  in  the  afflic- 
tions  which  he  sends,  that  the  sinner  may  con- 
sider the  evil  of  his  ways.    How  often  to  the 
transgressor  hath  God  manifested  his  charac- 
ter of  long-suffering  mercy.    In  sickness,  God's 
eye  hath  watched  over  him.    In  danger,  God's 
arm  hath  delivered.    In  difficulties,  God's  power 
hath  extricated,  but  all  these  proofs  of  his  hea- 
venly Father's  love  are  neglected  and  despised. 
They  excite  no  feeling  of  gratitude,  they  origi- 
nate no  feeling  of  affection,  the  callous  and  self- 
willed  sinner  hurries  on,  closing  his  ears  to  the 
voice  of  wisdom,  and  deluding  and  endangering 
his  immortal  soul.    He  will  not  have  God  to  reign 
over  him.    He  is  joined  to  his  idols,  and  he  sacri- 
fices all  for  their  service. 

In  such  a  state  it  is  not  wonderful,  that  the 
service  of  sin  thus  entered,  should  thoroughly  in- 
fluence the  offender's  conduct.  That  the  standard 
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of  rebellion  should  be  waved  in  the  face  of  all, 
who  reprove,  or  reproach,  or  condemn,  whilst 
careless  of  whatsoever  things  are  true,  honest,  or 
of  good  report,  the  transgressor  hath  said  in  his 
heart,  there  is  no  God  —  who  is  the  Lord  that  I 
should  serve  him  ?"  For  a  time  God  may  permit 
such  rebellion  against  him,  but  at  length  the  Al- 
mighty arm  is  uplifted.  "  Vengeance  is  mine,  I 
will  repay,  saith  the  Lord."  It  was  thus  with  the 
prodigal  in  the  parable.  His  career  is  arrested 
by  a  severe  scourge.  He  had  rioted  in  abun- 
dance, he  is  now  reduced  to  famine.  God  changes 
plenty  to  poverty,  and  pride  to  abasement,  and 
thus  he  teaches  men  their  dependence  upon  him 
alone,  and  also  the  utter  worth lessness  of  all 
worldly  friendships  and  pleasures,  for  not  only 
have  all  the  prodigals  luxuries  vanished,  but  all 
his  former  companions  have  deserted  him  and 
fled,  while  solitary  and  miserable  in  a  strange 
land,  to  procure  a  morsel  of  food,  he  is  com- 
pelled to  attend  those  animals,  which  in  his  native 
country  it  was  pollution  to  touch,  and  disgust  to 
behold.  It  appears  that  the  first  indication  of 
grace  in  the  heart  of  the  prodigal,  was  his  abstain- 
ing from  dishonesty.  He  fain  would  have  ate, 
but  he  did  not.  His  soul  thus  proved  itself  still 
to  be  impressed  by  some  of  those  precepts  of  his 
earlier  years,  which  then  guided  him  in  a  pure 
path,  and  which  memory  now  reflected  back  upon 
his  heart ;  under  their  impression,  melting  at  the 
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remembraDce  of  innoceDce  and  of  home,  he  ex* 
claims,  in  an  agony  of  varied,  yet  deep  emotion, 
"  I  will  arise,  and  go  unto  my  father."  The  pro- 
digal now  convinced  of  his  sinfulness  and  ingra- 
titude, with  a  penitent  and  trembling  heart,  and 
with  an  anxious  step,  seeks  the  path  that  conducts 
to  the  paternal  home ;  that  home  which,  however 
much  despised  on  the  mom  that  he  bade  it  fare- 
well, now  appears  in  all  the  beauty  of  early  re- 
collection. He  instantly  leaves  the  scene  of  his 
present  suffering,  to  obtain  at  least  one  longing 
lingering  look  of  the  happy  abode  of  his  youth, 
once  neglected  and  contemned,  but  which  memory 
now  recalls  as  the  only  place  wherein  by  obedi- 
ence to  its  discipline,  and  conformity  to  his  father's 
will,  happiness  can  only  be  enjoyed. 

May  we  ever  recollect,  that  the  effects  of  Grod's 
dispensations  or  judgments  are  not  blessed  to  us, 
unless  they  melt  our  heart,  and  cause  us  also  to 
exclaim,  We  will  go  unto  our  Father,  and  say 
Father,  we  have  sinned  against  thee."  Humility 
by  such  a  confession  is  implanted  in  our  soul. 
Prayer  is  given.  Holy  reliance  is  supplied,  when 
we  declare  **  we  will  go,"  and  hope  is  revived  in 
our  heart,  when  we  remember  the  riches  of  our 
heavenly  Creator's  love,  manifested  even  to  the 
chief  of  sinners. 

Behold  the  prodigal  at  length  in  sight  of  his 
Other's  house.  Assuredly  the  short  distance  he 
has  now  to  proceed  is  the  most  fearful  part  of 
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his  journey.  He  doubts  if  he  will  be  welcome. 
For  a  time  he  pauses.  His  thoughtless  and  sinful 
ccmduct  rushes  upon  his  mind,  and  he  asks  him- 
self. Can  I,  indeed,  trust  to  the  influences  of  a 
fiither's  love  ? 

Thus  after  Christ  has  been  revealed  to  our  mind 
as  the  only  sacrifice  for  sin,  have  we  not  paused, 
doubted,  feared,  and  trembled,  lest  Gk>d  would  be 
unwilling  to  receive  us  ?  Have  not  such  alarms 
assailed,  and  such  doubts  perplexed,  ere  we  saw 
the  reconciled  countenance  of  our  heavenly  Father? 
In  our  approaches  to  God,  have  we  not  at  times 
been  guilty  of  first  looking  to  our  own  merits, 
instead  of  looking  from  ourselves  to  him  in  whom 
we  have  redemption,  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  ac- 
cording to  the  riches  of  his  grace  ?  How  unrea- 
scmable  conduct  so  offensive  in  those  who  desire 
to  turn  unto  God.    Sinful  man  himself  truly  de- 
serves no  favour.    But  let  him  never  forget,  that 
there  is  in  the  bosom  of  his  Father  in  heaven, 
Oks  who  is  a  Mediator  and  Advocate.    One  who 
is  able  to  unfold  for  him  the  gates  of  heaven,  and 
who  marking  his  penitential  tears,  can  give  him 
to  eat  of  that  bread  which  is  life  indeed,  and  of 
the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  life,  which  is  in  the  midst 
of  the  paradise  of  God.    How  boundless  the  ex- 
tent of  God's  redeeming  love ! 

As  soon  as  the  prodigal's  father  sees  at  a  dis- 
tance, the  timid  but  returning  penitent,  every 
angry  feeling  is  bid  away,  and  he  hastens  to 
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embrace  his  long  lost  child.  In  his  son's  tears 
repentance  is  manifested,  and  confession  follows. 
That  repentance,  that  confession  rekindles  the 
former  warmth  of  parental  affection,  and  love  for- 
getting all  the  misconduct  of  the  past  rejoices,  as 
it  tenderly  exclaims, this  my  son  was  dead,  and 
is  alive  again,  was  lost,  and  is  found." 

It  is  the  peculiarity  and  glory  of  the  christian 
scheme,  that  in  it  all  is  love.  When  men  were 
rebellious  sinners,  Christ  died  for  them.  But  toe 
require  not  to  travel  to  a  far  country  for  pardon. 
Here,  at  this  moment  God  is  willing  to  be  recon- 
ciled. Trust,  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  thou  shalt  be  saved;  belief  that  not  only 
manifests  sorrow  for  past  sin,  but  likewise  in- 
cludes new  obedience  to  His  law,  whom  we  are 
faithfully  to  serve,  and  continually  to  adore.  Then 
we  may  truly  call  him  "  Father,"  for  then  we 
shall  be  his  people,  and  he  will  be  our  God; 
"  Then  are  we  no  more  strangers  and  foreigners, 
but  fellow-citizens  with  the  saints,  and  of  the 
household  of  God."  In  thus  experiencing  our 
Father  s  mercy,  we  are  emphatically  taught  to  be 
kind  one  to  another,  tender  hearted,  forgiving  one 
another,  even  as  God  for  Christ's  sake  hath  for- 
given us. 

O  thou  that  dwellest  in  light  ineffable,  for  the 
sake  of  thy  beloved  Jesus,  accept  us,  once  wan- 
derers from  our  father's  house ;  but  now  return- 
ing, grant  that  there  be  joy  in  heaven  over  us  re- 
pentant sinners. 
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Lord,  send  from  on  high  the  Holy  Spirit,  to 
guide  us  through  the  wilderness  of  this  world. 
Conferring  wisdom  to  direct  us,  piety  to  elevate 
U8,  grace  to  defend  us.  And  O,  when  assaulted 
by  our  spiritual  foes,  prepare  and  animate  us  for 
the  combat.  Make  thy  grace  sufficient  for  us, 
perfect  thy  strength  in  our  weakness,  and  to  thee 
be  ascribed  the  praise  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord;  and  the  blessing  of  Grod  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pratf. 

Almighty  and  everlasting  Grod,  who,  of  thy  ten- 
der love  towards  mankind,  hast  sent  thy  Son,  our 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  to  take  upon  him  our  flesh, 
and  to  suffer  death  upon  the  cross,  that  all  man- 
kind should  follow  the  example  of  his  great  hu- 
mility ;  mercifully  grant,  that  we  may  both  follow 
the  example  of  his  patience,  and  also  be  made 
partakers  of  his  resurrection,  through  the  same 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

God  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  bless  us,  and 
cause  thy  face  to  shine  upon  us.  Let  thy  way 
be  known  upon  earth,  thy  saving  health  among 
the  nations.  Although  we,  thy  children,  have 
been  highly  favoured  by  the  bounties  of  thy  Pro- 
vidence, and  the  riches  of  thine  unfailing  good- 
ness, we  are  unworthy  of  the  least  of  thy  mercies. 
Guilty  and  sinful  as  we  are,  it  becomes  us  to 
approach  thy  presence,  in  the  language  of  sincere 
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penitence  for  our  ingratitude,  and  with  sincere 
contrition  for  our  manifold  transgressions.  Against 
thee,  thee  only,  have  we  sinned,  and  done  evil. 
We  have  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord  our 
God,  to  walk  in  his  laws,  but  we  have  readily 
listened  to  the  suggestions  of  Satan,  and  too  wil- 
lingly have  been  enslaved  by  his  devices.  God  be 
merciful  to  us  sinners.  May  the  greatness  of  our 
guilt  hasten  us  to  thee,  more  earnestly  to  urge 
thy  mercy  toward  us,  through  the  atoning  bloody 
and  God-satisfying  sacrifice  of  the  blessed  Jesus. 
O  enable  us,  in  heart,  and  in  life,  to  confess  him 
before  men,  and  he  will  confess  us  before  thee,  his 
Father  in  heaven.  Enable  us  to  prove  our  faith 
and  interest  in  him,  by  a  walk  and  conversation 
becoming  the  Gospel.  By  our  earnest  obedience 
to  those  laws  of  purity,  holiness,  and  brotherly 
love,  which  he  announced,  may  we  show  we  are 
his  true^  and  obedient  disciples.  Lord,  bless  all 
the  means,  whereby  the  doctrines  of  the  cross 
may  be  universally  promulgated.  Let  thy  Churchy 
most  especially,  share  thy  favour  and  protection. 
May  her  course  be  as  the  shining  light,  which 
shine th  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day. 
Lord,  pity  the  afflicted.  May  the  mourners  in 
Zion  find,  in  their  remembrance  of  the  Man  of 
Sorrows,  balm  for  every  woe.  May  the  poor 
experience  the  riches  of  thy  love  in  him;  and 
may  all  men  be  blessed  in  the  knowledge  of 
tiiee,  as  a  reconciled  God,  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
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Christ,  who,  while  ou  earth,  taught  us  thus  to 
pray,— 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture^  is  in  Saint  Johns 
Gospel,  the  I9th  chapter,  from  the  17 th  to  the 
30th  verse. 

And  he,  bearing  his  cross,  went  forth  into  a  place 
called  the  place  of  a  scull,  which  is  called,  in  the  Hebrew, 
Golgotha ;  where  they  crucified  him,  and  two  other  with 
him,  on  either  side  one,  and  Jesus  in  the  midst.  And 
Pilate  wrote  a  title,  and  put  it  on  the  cross,  and  the  writing 
was,  JESUS  OF  NAZARETH,  THE  KING  OF  THE 
JEWS.  This  title  then  read  many  of  the  Jews,  for  the 
place  where  Jesus  was  crucified,  was  nigh  to  the  city ;  and 
it  was  written  in  Hebrew,  and  Greek,  and  Latin.  Then 
said  the  chief  priests  of  the  Jews  to  Pilate,  Write  not,  the 
King  of  the  Jews,  but  that  he  said,  I  am  King  of  the 
Jews.    Pilate  answered.  What  I  have  written,  I  have 
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^^tteo.    Then  the  soldiers,  when  they  had  crucified 
^^9^^  took  his  garments,  and  made  four  parts,  to  every 
^Idier  a  part;  and  also  his  coat:  now  the  coat  was 
^dliout  seam,  woven  from  the  top  throughout.   They  said 
^erefore  among  themselves,  Let  us  not  rend  it,  but  cast 
^ots  for  it,  whose  it  shall  be :  that  the  Scripture  might  be 
ttilfilled,  which  saith.  They  parted  my  raiment  among 
^liem,  and  for  my  vesture  they  did  cast  lots.    These  things 
^berefore  the  soldiers  did.    Now  there  stood  by  the  cross 
of  Jesus  his  mother,  and  his  mother's  sister,  Mary,  the 
^%¥ife  of  Cleopas,  and  Mary  Magdalene.    When  Jesus, 
^lierefore,  saw  his  mother,  and  the  disciple  standing  by 
^hom  he  loved,  he  saith  unto  his  mother.  Woman,  behold 
"^hy  Son !    Then  saith  he  to  the  disciple.  Behold  thy 
KQother !  and  firom  that  hour  that  disciple  took  her  unto 
liis  own  home.    After  this,  Jesus^  knowing  that  all  things 
^ere   now  accomplished,  that  the  Scripture  might  be 
fulfilled,  saith,  I  thirst.    Now  there  was  set  a  vessel  full 
of  yinegar:  and  they  filled  a  sponge  with  vinegar,  and  put 
it  upon  hyssop,  and  put  it  to  his  mouth.    When  Jesus, 
therefore,  had  received  the  vinegar,  he  said.  It  is  finished : 
and  he  bowed  his  head,  and  gave  up  the  ghost." 
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SERMON  XXI. 

THE  ATONEMENT. 

In  Saint  John's  Gospel^  Idth  chapter,  and  part 
of  the  30th  verse,  it  is  thus  written: 

"  He  said,  It  is  finished." 

The  amount  of  man's  transgression,  could  onlj 
be  surpassed,  by  the  ransom  that  was  paid  for  its 
forgiveness.  Never  shall  our  limited  powers  com- 
prehend the  value  of  that  gift,  which  God  gave  of 
his  Son.  The  wonders  of  redeeming  love^  angels 
behold  with  admiration,  whilst  they  rejoice  in  its 
blessings,  its  benefits,  its  extent,  and  its  influence^ 
so  graciously  exhibited  to  a  fallen  world.  Yes  I 
well  may  glorified  spirits  admire,  for  Jesus  the 
Son  of  God,  from  the  bright  abodes  of  bliss,  and 
from  the  exalted  enjoyments  of  heaven,  descended 
upon  our  world,  to  assume  the  form  of  a  servant, 
and  to  sorrow,  and  to  suffer  for  guilty  man.  On 
earth,  his  life  was  a  constant  scene  of  beneficence, 
instruction,  and  mercy.  To  him  the  distressed 
crowded,  and  they  were  relieved.  To  him  the 
ignorant  came,  and  they  were  enlightened.  The 
broken  in  spirit  Jesus  tenderly  encouraged.  The 
penitent  he  pardoned.  The  hardened  sinner  he 
reproved,  softened,  and  converted.  Behold  the 
Saviour  weeps !  not  at  the  tomb  of  Lazarus  only. 
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although  the  tears  of  sorrow  shed  there,  showed 
how  Jesus  loved  him :  but  over  the  devoted 
Jerusalein,  where  he  was  so  soon  to  suffer ;  where 
he  was  to  endure  the  cross,  and  passion;  and 
where  the  affecting  scenes  of  his  sorrow  were  to 
terminate,  on  Mount  Calvary,  as  he  exclaimed. 

It  is  finished."  O,  how  much  is  contained  in 
these  three  short  words !  God  propitiated,  Jesus 
glorified,  man  saved !  It  is  finished of  these 
words,  who  shall  tell  the  value  ?  —  Eternity  will 
be  too  short  to  proclaim  their  praise.  Well  may 
they  delight  the  saints  in  heaven.  Often  should 
they  be  remembered  by  the  saints  on  earth. 

Christ  said,  <*It  is  finished,"  when  his  trials 
and  sufferings  from  spiritual  foes  were  concluded, 
trials  unequalled  in  their  nature;  sufferings  at 
once  numerous,  varied,  and  severe.  For  forty 
long  days  was  the  blessed  Jesus  assailed  by  the 
spiritual  enemy  of  mankind,  and  for  forty  days 
did  that  enemy  assail  in  vain.  Such  resistance, 
on  the  part  of  our  Lord,  not  only  indicated  his 
supernatural  power,  but  also  proved  that  his 
Father's  glory  was  the  influencing  desire  of  his 
soul.  In  vain,  while  the  Saviour  hungered,  was 
he  reminded,  by  the  tempter,  of  the  power  he 
possessed  to  supply  himself.  Acquiescence  would 
have  been  obedience  to  Satan.  In  vain  the  glory 
of  unbounded  earthly  domains  appeared:  these 
were  turned  from  with  disgust,  when  their  price 
was  idolatry.    In  vain  was  Jesus  tempted,  by 
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misapplied  Scripture,  to  err :  such  a  temptatioa 
induced  him  at  once  to  assert  his  sovereignty, 
and  thus,  by  his  power,  defeat  his  insidious  ad- 
versary. 

From  the  example  of  Jesus,  let  us  learn,  that 
an  effectual  way  to  meet  the  wiles  of  Satan,  is  to 
take  God's  Holy  Word  for  our  rule;  and  an- 
nouncing to  our  enemy,  "  it  is  written,"  show  that 
we  are  acquainted  with  the  principles  of  truth, 
and  armed  by  their  authority,  are  prepared  to 
combat  the  delusions  of  every  spiritual  foe. 

Christ  said,  It  is  finished,"  for  the  hostility 
of  his  countrymen  now  terminated.  They  had 
long  persecuted  himself,  and  rejected  and  de- 
spised the  sacred  doctrines  he  promulgated.  Al- 
though a  messenger  of  peace,  and  of  mercy,  they 
received  him  not.  He  came  to  invite  Israel  to 
turn  from  her  iniquity,  but  each  invitation  was 
scorned  and  refused.  When  it  was  said,  Thou 
also  wast  with  Jesus  of  Nazareth,'*  these  words 
were  spoken  in  the  spirit  of  condemnation  and 
reproach,  to  his  timid  and  tempted  disciple. 

Christ  said,  It  is  finished,"  when  the  severity 
of  his  sufferings  was  at  an  end.  He  bore  the 
guilt  of  the  whole  world.  On  him  lay  the  ini- 
quity of  us  all.    As  the  Saviour  of  man  said. 

It  is  finished,"  nature  sympathised,  trembled, 
and  was  convulsed.  The  heavens  were  shrouded 
in  darkness.  The  graves  gave  up  their  dead. 
The  obdurate  heart  of  man  alone  was  unaffected. 
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although  Jesus  drank  the  bitter  cup,  and  agonised 
on  the  accursed  tree.  Christian!  behold  the 
Lord  of  life,  a  prostrate  victim.  The  God  of 
nature,  a  bleeding  sacrifice.  See  the  Saviour  of 
the  world  bows  his  head  and  dies !  Are  we  as- 
tonished and  affected,  as  we  contemplate  the 
wondrous  scene?  O  let  us  examine  ourselves, 
lest  we  too  be  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of 
Christ.  His  enemies  crucified  the  Lord  of  Glory. 
O  may  we  never  crucify  him  afresh,  or  deny  him, 
who  bought  us,  or  do  despite  to  the  Spirit  of 
grace. 

When  Christ  said,  "It  is  finished,"  he  had 
satisfied  the  whole  law,  and  made  it  honourable, 
as  Christ  our  Sacrifice,  sacrificed  for  us.  He  who 
withheld  not  his  only  Son,  saw  in  Christ's  offer- 
ing up  of  himself,  a  ransom  sufficient  for  a  guilty 
world.  He  saw  and  was  satisfied.  By  this 
method  of  reconciliation,  the  thrones  of  mercy 
and  of  grace,  were  again  unveiled,  to  the  repen- 
tant sinner.  The  blood  of  Jesus  cleanseth  from 
all  sin.  He  is  the  fountain  of  life,  and  all  who 
thirst  may  drink  its  refreshing  waters.  In  his 
hands  are  the  reprieve  to  the  condemned,  and  the 
pardon  to  the  guilty,  and  to  all  who  apply,  he 
will  willingly  grant  them,  if  they  call  upon  him 
in  sincerity  and  truth. 

Ere  Christ  said,  "It  is  finished,"  he  had 
planted  his  church  on  earth,  never  to  be  removed. 
Having  commissioned  his  Apostles  to  go  and 
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preach  to  all  nations,  the  glad  tidings  first  an- 
nounced in  Judea  were  also  to  be  proclaimed 
in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth.  His  name 
was  to  endure  "  for  ever/'  and  his  praise,  to  be 
in  the  hearts  of  ''all  people.''  His  is  the  only 
religion  that  offers  pardon  to  the  penitent,  and 
sanctificatioii  to  the  true  convert.  It  proclaims 
God's  own  way  of  reconciliation.  It  is  mercy 
and  grace  embracing  each  other,  and  it  is  indeed 
"  worthy  of  all  acceptation." 

Christ  having  said,  ''It  is  finished,"  afterwards 
ascended  to  heaven.  His  people  are  assured  he 
hath  gone  to  prepare  a  place  for  them.  All  that 
would  come  unto  God  through  him  are  assured, 
that  he  pleads  their  cause,  for  the  trials  he  en- 
dured, the  pains  he  suffered,  and  the  triumphs 
he  achieved  were  for  their  sake. 

In  his  bleated  life, 
Ii  leen  the  path,  and  in  hia  death,  the  price. 
And  in  hia  great  aaoent,  the  proof  aupreme, 
Of  Inunortality  — 

He  who  raised  up  the  Lord  Jesus,  "shall  raise 
us  up  also  by  Jesus,  and  shall  present  us  with 
you.  For  all  things  are  for  your  sake,  that  the 
abundant  grace  might  through  the  thanksgiving 
of  many,  abound  to  the  glory  of  God." 

Let  sinners  be  persuaded,  no  longer  to  turn 
from  the  offers  of  redeeming  grace.  Those  only 
rejict  Jesus,  who  think  too  highly  of  themselves, 
or  know  not  the  freeness  of  his  pardoning  love. 
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is  pride  or  igDorance  alone^  that  makes  an 
^del.    O!  let  sinners  remember,  whatever  may 
^  the  amount  of  their  transgression,  it  can 
^either  surpass  nor  equal  the  sin  of  continued 
^nbelief^  in  the  efficacy  of  the  Saviour's  blood, 
^hom  Grod  himself  hath  appointed  to  be  the 
only  means  of  salvation  to  guilty  and  fallen  man. 
"That  Saviour  who  graciously  finished  the  law, 
and  made  an  end  of  sin,  by  his  freely  offering  up 
of  himself,  to  save  us  from  punishment  and  death, 
now  earnestly  calls  upon  you  to  repent,  to  come 
unto  him,  and  in  him  to  be  blessed  for  ever. 
Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
Imowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
CJhrist  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  Grod 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ohost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  air- 
ways* Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  God,  who  through  thine  only  begotten 
Son  Jesus  Christ,  hast  overcome  deaths  and 
opened  unto  us  the  gate  of  everlasting  life ;  we 
humbly  beseech  thee,  that,  as  by  thy  special 
grace  preventing  us,  thou  dost  put  into  our  minds 
good  desires,  so  by  thy  continual  help  we  may 
bring  the  same  to  good  effect ;  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  who  liveth  and  reigneth  with 
thee  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  ever  one  God,  world 
without  end.  Amen. 

Most  gracious  and  eternal  God,  the  Father  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  to  thee  cheru- 
bim and  seraphim,  and  all  the  host  of  heaven, 
continually  ascribe  glory  and  praise.  Blessed 
be  thy  name,  thou  art  willing  to  be  a  Father, 
and  a  reconciled  Father  to  us,  and  to  all  who 
draw  near  unto  thee,  in  sincerity  and  truth.  In 
thee,  O  Lord,  is  our  hope.    It  is  in  thine  infinite 
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goodness  alone,  as  manifested  in  the  mission,  and 
death,  and  glorious  ascension  of  our  risen  Lord 
and  Saviour,  that  continued  mercy  is  extended  to 
us  in  time ;  that  glorious  prospects  are  given  us, 
of  beholding  thee  as  a  reconciled  God,  and  of 
praising  thy  blessed  name  for  ever,  in  eternity. 
We  rejoice  in  the  freeness  of  salvation  by  grace, 
and  that  of  the  fountain  of  living  waters  opened 
in  Zion,  all  mankind  are  invited  to  partake.  Our 
souls  thirst  for  thee,  the  living  God.  O  come 
thou  unto  us,  in  love,  and  make  us  for  ever  thine 
own. 

We  bless  thee,  for  Jesus,  thine  unspeakable 
gift,  and  rejoice  that  faith  in  him,  is  accompanied 
with  a  change  of  heart  and  life,  by  which  the 
wicked  forsaketh  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous 
man  his  thoughts,  and  returning  unto  God,  re- 
ceiveth  from  him  gracious  pardon  and  acceptance. 
Lord  increase  in  us  true  religion.  Grant  us  more 
recognition  of  thee,  in  all  our  ways.  More  re- 
verence for  thy  holy  name.  More  purity  of  life. 
More  zeal  for  thy  church,  and  more  devotion  for 
thy  service.  O  heavenly  Father,  may  that  church 
long  beloved  of  thee,  that  holy  and  beautiful 
house,  where  our  fathers  worshipped,  be  blessed 
of  thee  in  extending  the  principles  of  true  Chris- 
tianity. Let  her  ministers  be  clothed  with  righte- 
ousness, and  let  her  saints  shout  aloud  for  joy. 
O  may  the  consolations  of  true  religion  be  power- 
fully felt  by  the  mourner,  the  afflicted,  and  the 
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dying.  Man  is  born  to  trouble  as  the  sparks  fly 
upwards ;  but  in  thee,  the  eternal  Jehovah,  there 
is  refuge  from  every  woe.  Lord,  we  thank  thee 
for  the  unnumbered  mercies  we  enjoy ;  we  now 
entreat  for  a  continuation  of  them,  if  it  please 
thee.  We  pray  for  pardon  of  all  our  past  sins. 
We  beseech  thy  grace,  for  the  future,  and  thy 
blessing  on  all  thou  bestowest,  for  the  Redeemer's 
sake,  to  whom  with  thee,  and  the  Holy  Spirit*  be 
eternal  praise. 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us,  this  day,  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  the  1st  chapter. 

Gk>d  who  at  sundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners,  spake 
in  time  past  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath  in 
these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he  hath 
appointed  heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  also  he  made  the 
worlds ;  who,  being  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and  the 
express  image  of  his  person,  and  upholding  all  things  by 
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the  word  of  his  power,  when  he  had  by  himself  purged 
our  sins,  sat  dowa  on  the  right  hand  of  the  majesty  on 
high;  being  made  so  much  better  than  the  angels,  as 
he  hath  by  inheritance  obtained  a  more  excellent  name 
than  they.  For  unto  which  of  the  angels  said  he  at  any 
time,  thou  art  my  son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee  ? 
And  again,  I  will  be  to  him  a  Father,  and  he  shall  be  to 
me  a  son  ?  And  again,  when  he  bringeth  in  the  first  be- 
gotten into  the  world,  he  saith,  and  let  all  the  angels  of 
Ood  worship  him.  And  of  the  angels  he  saith,  who 
maketh  his  angels  spirits,  and  his  ministers  a  flame  of 
fire.  But  unto  the  Son  he  saith,  thy  throne,  O  God,  is  for 
e^er  and  ever ;  a  sceptre  of  righteousness  is  the  sceptre  of 
thy  kingdom.  Thou  hast  loved  righteousness,  and  hated 
iniquity ;  therefore  God,  even  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee 
with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  thy  fellows.  And,  thou 
Lord,  in  the  beginning  hast  laid  the  foundation  of  the 
earth ;  and  the  heavens  are  the  works  of  thine  hands  : 
they  shall  perish,  but  thou  remainest ;  and  they  all  shall 
wax  old  as  doth  a  garment;  and  as  a  vesture  shalt  thou, 
fold  them  up,  and  they  shall  be  changed ;  but  thou  art 
the  same,  and  thy  years  shall  not  fail.  But  to  which  of 
the  angels  said  he  at  any  time,  sit  on  my  right  hand, 
until  I  make  thine  enemies  thy  footstool  ?  Are  they  not 
all  ministering  spirits,  sent  forth  to  minister  for  them  who 
shall  be  heirs  of  salvation  V 
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SERMON  XXII. 

CHRIST  FOUND  OF  THOSE  WHO  DESIRE  HIM. 

In  St.  Luke's  Gospel  the  24th  chapter  and  32nd 
verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

And  they  said  one  to  another,  did  not  our  heart  bum 
within  us  while  he  talked  with  us  by  the  way,  and  while 
he  opened  to  us  the  scriptures.'* 


Only  a  few  days  had  elapsed,  since  the  sorrow- 
ing disciples  of  Jesus,  beheld  their  Lord  betrayed, 
and  condemned  to  die.  Only  a  few  days  had 
elapsed,  Since  he  who  was  to  deliver  Israel," 
was  nailed  to  the  cross;  and  meekly  resigning 
that  life,  which  at  his  will,  could  have  had  legions 
of  angels  to  defend  it,  the  tomb  had  embraced 
His  lifeless  form,  whose  affectionate  regard  for 
his  followers,  was  still  warmly  remembered  by 
those,  who  for  many  days  had  known  him,  as 
their  gracious  Protector  and  Guide. 

On  such  events,  so  contrary  to  human  expecta- 
tion, and  so  wonderful  in  their  results,  the  thoughts 
of  the  disciples  still  continued  to  linger.  Whilst 
some  of  them  eagerly  sought  the  tomb  of  Jesus, 
as  the  spot  most  likely  to  afford  relief  to  their 
anxious  feelings ;  others  were  returning  to  their 
respective  homes,  that  they  might  communicate 
to  their  friends,  the  great  events  they  had  wit- 
nessed,  or  in  the  solitude  of  their  retirements 
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prepare  for  their  yet  unrevealed  result.  Whilst 
twilight  approaches^  and  the  evening  star  sheds 
its  lustre  over  the  blue  canopy  of  a  Syrian  sky, 
as  the  sound  of  labour  subsides  into  repose,  to- 
wards evening,  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  two 
of  Christ's  sorrowing  disciples,  proceed  from 
Jerusalem  to  Emmaus.  Their  thoughts  still  dwell 
on  the  death  and  sufferings  of  their  Lord.  Where 
are  his  gracious  and  affectionate  addresses  now  ? 
unheard :  —  his  wondrous  miracles  ?  unseen.  To 
whom  shall  the  sick  apply  for  health  ?  the  blind 
for  sight  ?  the  broken  hearted  for  consolation  ? 
Our  Saviour,  our  Jesus  is  gone,  we  know  not 
whither.    He  has  left  his  little  flock,  and  we  hear 
not  the  voice  of  our  Shepherd.    He  who  spake 
and  nature  obeyed,  who,  amid  the  raging  storm, 
exclaimed,    peace,  be  still,"  and  there  was  a 
great  calm.    He  who  said    be  opened,"  and  the 
eyes  of  the  blind  saw.    He  who  when  the  dead 
was  carried  forth,  said,  **  Young  man  arise,"  and 
the  dead  sat  up — of  a  truth  we  thought  he  would 
have  delivered  Israel.    "  O  that  we  could  find 
him  whom  our  soul  loveth." 

A  sigh  for  the  Son  of  God,  from  whatever  bosom 
it  ascends,  is  always  recognised  by  Jesus,  and  he 
willingly  draweth  near  unto  those  who  truly 
desire  him.  The  two  disciples  continue  to  enjoy 
holy  communings  regarding  their  Lord  as  they 
proceed : 

**  Why  should  helieTen  when  thej  meet, 
Not  ipedi  of  Chriit  their  King  ?" 
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Like  the  rod  of  myrtle  in  the  hand  of  the  tra* 
veller,  which  is  said  to  strengthen  and  invigorate 
him  on  his  journey,  that  theme  ever  delights  and 
refreshes  the  believer's  soul.  It  is  true,  the  two 
disciples  as  yet  did  not  fully  comprehend  the 
object  of  the  Redeemer's  mission,  for  the  idea 
that  Christ  was  to  rule  over  Israel,  as  a  temporal 
prince,  still  possessed  their  thoughts.  That  he 
was  a  prophet  mighty  in  word  and  deed,  his  pre- 
cepts aud  miracles  sufficiently  declared.  But 
that  he  should  die  to  rescue  men  from  the 
spiritual  oppression  of  sin  and  misery,  never  oc* 
curred  to  their  faintly  illumined  mind. 

Proceeding  on  their  way,  the  two  disciples  are 
accosted  by  a  stranger,  whose  salutation,  What 
manner  of  communings  are  these  ye  have  one  with 
another,  as  ye  walk,  and  are  sad  ?"  seemed  to  in- 
dicate ignorance  of  the  mighty  events,  that  had 
recently  occurred  in  Jerusalem. 

The  conversation  of  the  stranger,  however,  soon, 
interests  them. 

Although  he  accuses  them  of  being  slow  of 
heart,"  they  listen  with  rapture  to  his  words,  and 
not  only  bear  his  reproach  with  meekness,  but 
they  request,  beg,  nay,  constrain  him,  to  remain 
with  them.  Thus  did  Jacob  strive  with  the  angel, 
and  prevail.  So  doth  the  earnest  petition  of  the 
church,  and  of  the  true  believer  prevail.  There 
must  be  earnest  and  instant  prayer,  if  we  desire 
communion  with  God. 
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But  the  journey  is  now  ended.  A  frugal  repast 
is  prepared.  The  two  disciples  are  seated  at 
meat  with  the  stranger.  He  takes  the  bread. 
He  pronounces  the  blessing.  He  brake  and  he 
gave  unto  them.  O  what  a  precious  moment  was 
that,  as  the  veil  was  raised  from  the  disciples* 
eyes,  and  revealed  before  them  their  lately  cru- 
cified and  entombed,  but  now  risen  Lord!  Blessed 
moments  are  brief.  Scarcely  have  they  ex- 
pressed their  joy,  ere  by  a  miraculous  power,  he 
vanishes  from  their  sight.  He  had  fulfilled  the 
object  of  his  appearance.  He  had  fully  expkined 
the  purpose  of  his  suffering,  and  death.  He  had 
visited  their  heart  with  the  light  of  divine  love, 
and  they  are  now  not  almost,  but  altogether  de- 
voted to  their  Lord.  Did  not  our  hearts  bum 
¥rithin  us/*  they  exclaim,  as  he  talked  to  us  by 
the  way,  and  while  he  opened  to  us  the  scrip- 
tures.*' 

While  the  appearance  of  Jesus  on  this  occasion, 
proved  his  glorious  triumph  over  death  and  the 
grave,  the  two  disciples  on  their  journey,  re- 
present those  persons,  who,  although  they 
have  gratification  in  pursuing  what  is  good  and 
virtuous,  are  yet  ignorant  of  the  real  purpose 
of  our  Saviour*s  death  and  ascension,  and  of 
the  true  nature  of  the  gospel  scheme  of  salva- 
tion, as  affecting  the  human  race.  They  con- 
sider Jesus,  merely  as  a  deliverer  from  Grod's 
wrath,  without  at  the  same  time  considering  the 
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corruption  of  their  own  heart,  by  nature  and 
transgression,  which  corruption  must  be  removed 
by  the  blood  of  atonement,  before  they  can  know 
God*s  mercy  to  pardon.  When  such  disciples 
make  him  who  died  for  them  the  subject  of 
their  earnest  inquiry  and  conversation;  when 
they  ask  with  faith,  for  light  from  on  high ;  when 
they  truly  feel  their  own  deficiency  —  and  ear- 
nestly pray  to  him,  who  alone  can  help  them, 
the  Saviour  will  open  their  eyes,  and  will  reveal 
himself  to  their  inquiring  mind.  He  will  shew, 
that  man's  best  services  are  less  than  nothing  and 
vanity,  and  when  their  eyes  are  opened  to  see 
the  love  of  God  in  Jesus,  what  God  hath  done, 
what  he  hath  promised  to  do,  not  excluding  the 
chief  of  sinners  from  the  riches  of  his  grace, 
then  their  hearts  burn  within  them,  then  grace 
has  been  given,  and  under  its  holy  influence,  they 
walk     not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  spirit." 

Men  thus  enlightened  do  not  separate  God's 
justice  from  his  mercy.  No,  they  acknowledge 
God's  justice  must  be  vindicated,  while  with  the 
eye  of  faith  they  look  to  the  mount  of  Calvary, 
and  there  they  behold  all  that  God  and  all  that 
man  required  to  be  reconciled,  freely  given,  and 
on  God's  part,  freely  accepted.  To  all  who  ar 
willing  to  come  unto  God,  is  Christ's  salvatio 
sent. 

Has  Jesus  Christ  talked  to  us  by  the  wa 
Does  our  heart    burn  within  us,"  as  we  reme 
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bered  his  love  and  compassion  to  perishing  sin- 
ners ?  Has  he  soothed  our  sorrows  and  dissipated 
our  fears,  and  does  he  point  to  heaven  as  the 
home  of  bliss  to  all  who  believe  in  his  name  ? 
Let  us,  then,  continue  instant  in  prayer.  Let  us 
walk  in  the  truth.  Let  us  redeem  the  time, 
having  the  name  of  Jesus  in  our  hearts,  producing 
io  us  heavenly  graces  and  holy  desires.  And 
may  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought  again  from 
the  dead,  the  Lord  Jesus,  make  you  perfect  in 
every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that 
which  is  pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever." 
Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  Father,  who  hast  given  thine  only  Son 
to  die  for  our  sins,  and  to  rise  again  for  our  ju8ti«- 
fication ;  grant  us  so  to  put  away  the  leaven  of 
malice  and  wickedness,  that  we  may  always  serve 
thee  in  pureness  of  living  and  of  truth,  through 
the  merits  of  the  same,  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  oar 
Lord.  Amen. 


O  come  let  us  sing  unto  the  Lord,  let  us  heartily 
rejoice  in  the  God  of  our  salvation.  Let  us  come 
before  his  presence  with  thanksgiving,  and  shew 
ourselves  glad  in  him  with  Psalms.  Lord,  thou 
art  our  God,  and  we  will  praise  thee.  Our 
fathers'  God,  and  we  will  exalt  thee.  Heaven 
is  thy  throne.  Earth  thy  footstool.  %A11  nature 
thy  realm ;  and  all  living  things  thy  subjects.  In 
thy  character,  thou  art  holy.  In  thy  government 
wise.  In  thy  power  omnipotent.  But  of  all  thy 
great  and  glorious  attributes,  to  us  thy  love  has 
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been  most  graciously  displayed.    Thou  didst 
look  down  from  on  high.    Thou  didst  behold  the 
children  of  men.   Thou  didst  see  that  all  wan- 
dered from  the  path  of  duty,  and  had  become  re- 
bellious transgressors  of  thy  most  holy  law.  Yet 
thou  didst  not  leave  immortal,  imperishable  souls 
thus  to  rush  into  eternal  death.    Beholding  our 
low  and  lost  estate,  thou  didst  listen  to  the 
blessed  voice  of  mercy,  as  the  Saviour  exclaimed, 
"  Lo,  I  come,  in  the  volume  of  thy  book  it  is  written 
of  me,  to  do  thy  will,  O  God."    Eternal  Father, 
through  the  infinite  merits  of  Jesus  alone,  we 
hope  for  mercy  ;  we  implore  pardon  ;  we  entreat 
for  grace,  to  renovate  our  hearts  and  affections.  O 
render  them  wholly  thine  own,  and  grant  that  our 
future  life  may  be  spent  in  their  pure  enjoyment.  ^ 
While  we  adore  thee  for  such  spiritual  blessings  to 
ourselves,  do  thou,  O  Lord,  mercifully  extend  them 
to  others.    Increase  the  christian  members  of  thy 
church,  and  add  to  the  number  of  her  temples. 
May  thy  love  in  Jesus  be  yet  more  powerfully 
and  more  frequently  manifested,  in  the  affection 
.  and  zeal  of  her  ministers  and  people  ;  may  that 
love  dwell  richly  in  their  hearts,  and  be  ever 
visible  in  their  lives.    Heavenly  Father,  we  pray 
thee,  have  mercy  on  the  poor,  the  sick,  and  the 
aflUcted.   May  the  rich  and  the  exalted,  be  kept 
in  thy  fear,  and  may  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be 
our  portion,  through  the  blessed  Redeemer,  who 
taught  us  thus  to  pray,  — 
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Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  First  Epistle 
of  Saint  John,  the  3rd  chapter,  from  the  7th  verse. 

Little  children,  let  no  man  deceive  you :  he  that  doeth 
rigbteouBness  is  righteous,  even  as  be  is  righteous.  He 
that  committeth  sin  is  of  the  devil ;  for  the  devil  sinneth 
from  the  beginning.  For  this  purpose  the  Son  of  Qod  was 
manifested,  that  he  might  destroy  the  works  of  the  devil. 
Whosoever  is  bom  of  God  doth  not  commit  sin ;  for  his 
seed  remaineth  in  him :  and  he  cannot  sin,  because  he 
is  bom  of  Qod.  In  this  the  children  of  Grod  are  manifest^ 
and  the  children  of  the  devil:  whosoever  doeth  not  righte- 
ousness is  not  of  God,  neither  he  that  loveth  not  his 
brother.  For  this  is  the  message  that  ye  heard  from  the 
beginning,  that  we  should  love  one  another.  Not  as  Cain, 
who  was  of  that  wicked  one,  and  slew  bis  brother.  And 
wherefore  slew  he  him?  Because  his  own  works  were 
evil,  and  his  brother's  righteous.  Marvel  not,  my  brethren, 
if  the  world  hate  you.    We  know  that  we  have  passed 
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from  death  unto  life,  because  we  love  the  brethren ;  he 
that  loveth  not  his  brother  abideth  in  death.  Whosoever 
hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer :  and  ye  know  that  no 
murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding  in  him.  Hereby  per- 
ceive we  the  love  of  Grod,  because  he  laid  down  his  life 
for  us:  and  we  ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the 
brethren.  But  whoso  hath  this  world's  good,  and  seeth 
his  brother  have  need,  and  shutteth  up  his  bowels  of  com- 
passion fix>m  him,  how  dwelleth  the  love  of  God  in  him  ? 
My  little  children,  let  us  not  love  in  word,  neither  in 
tongue ;  but  in  deed,  and  in  truth.  And  hereby  we  know 
that  we  are  of  the  truth,  and  shall  assure  our  hearts 
before  him.  For  if  our  heart  condemn  us,  God  is  greater 
than  our  heart,  and  knoweth  all  things.  Beloved,  if  our 
heart  condemn  us  not,  then  have  we  confidence  toward 
God.  And  whatsoever  we  ask,  we  receive  of  him,  be- 
cause we  keep  his  commandments,  and  do  those  things 
that  are  pleasing  in  his  sight.  And  this  is  his  command- 
meat,  that  we  should  beUeve  on  the  name  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ,  and  love  one  another,  as  he  gave  us  com- 
mandment. And  he  that  keepeth  his  commandments 
dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  him ;  and  hereby  we  know 
that  he  abideth  in  us,  by  the  Spirit  which  he  hath  given 
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SERMON  XXIII. 

FAITH  WORKING  BY  LOVE. 

In  the  First  Epistle  of  Saint  John,  the  3rd  chap- 
ter,  and  23rd  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

And  this  is  his  commaadment,  that  we  should  believe 
on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  love  one  another, 
as  he  gave  us  commandment.*' 


In  characterising  the  affections  which  at  all 
times  ought  to  animate  the  christian's  heart,  the 
Apostle  gives  precedence  to  that  faith,  which  is 
always  accompanied  by  the  love  towards  mankind 
that  distinguishes  those  who  earnestly  desire  to 
possess  the  mind  of  the  Saviour,  and  who  un- 
feignedly  believe  in  the  precious  doctrines  of 
Christianity. 

Christian  benevolence  adds  grace  and  beauty 
to  all  the  other  christian  acquirements,  and  it  is 
in  delightful  accordance  with  the  precepts  of  the 
Saviour,  who,  while  he  inculcated  devotion,  affec- 
tion, and  obedience  to  God,  also  taught  us  to  ex* 
ercise  charity  to  all  men,  —  even  to  our  enemies. 
Whilst  many  of  the  christian  graces  are  hid  fix>m 
mortal  eye,  dwelling  in  the  heart,  and  having  God 
alone  for  their  witness,  the  benevolence  of  faith 
may  be  traced  on  her  gracious  errands  of  mercy, 
whithersoever  she  proceeds,  diffusing  happiness 
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and  joy.  How  many  of  our  distresses  arise 
from  the  want  of  this  spiritual  gift!  How 
often  has  our  love  been  cold  and  indifferent 
to  HIM,  in  whom  alone  we  live,  and  have 
our  being;  and  how  unmoved  by  true  benevo- 
lence have  we  been,  when  imputing  evil,  or  selfish 
motives  to  men,  which  imputations,  ere  long,  we 
ascertained  were  most  unjust?  Have  not  we 
also  been  liable  to  suspicions,  false  in  their  origin, 
and  jfalser  in  their  conclusions?  O,  be  it  ours 
earnestly  to  desire  that,  in  our  future  life,  we 
may  constantly  exercise  the  virtue  so  exalted  by 
the  beloved  Apostle,  its  principles  being  not 
only  in  harmony  with  the  command  of  God, 
bot  most  beneficial  to  ourselves,  and  our  fellow 
creatures. 

Whilst  to  believe  in  God,  with  a  truly  christian 
spirit,  implies  all  that  is  holy  in  walk  and  con- 
versation, we  shall  at  present  consider  some  of 
those  distinguishing  traits,  which  peculiarly  mark 
the  character  of  the  true  disciple  of  Jesus. 

Those  who  would  possess  unclouded  faith  in  God, 
and  love  to  man,  must  be  truly  humble.  It  is  pride, 
that  is  alike  the  cause  of  forgetfulness  of  our  hea- 
venly Father,  and  of  our  uncharitable  feelings 
towards  mankind.  Pride  misrepresents  the  deal- 
ings of  God  towards  us.  Pride  mistakes  the 
intentions  of  men.  Pride  blinds  us,  and  thus  con- 
ceals Gkxl  from  our  view,  kindling  ungratefiil  or 
angry  passions  in  our  bosom,  and  breaking  the 
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golden  chain  of  charity,  which,  suspended  from 
heaven,  ought  to  unite  the  whole  household  of 
faith.  Humility,  and  christian  love,  are  twin  sis- 
ters, and  they  languish  and  die,  whensoever  they 
are  separated. 

To  exercise  faith  in  God,  and  to  manifest  our  love 
to  each  other,  are  likewise  christian  duties  and 
christian  enjoyments,  not  only  enforced  by  the  ex- 
ample of  Jesus,  but  are  prominent  subjects  of  apos- 
tolic injunction.  Saint  John,  the  beloved  disciple, 
whose  faith  wavered  not,  and  who  richly  experi- 
enced heavenly  affection  in  his  heart,  makes  it  the 
test  of  our  being  in  Christ.  We  know  that  we 
have  passed  from  death  unto  life,  because  we  love 
the  brethren and  he  enforces  this  text,  by 
placing  the  Almighty  before  us  as  influenced  by 
the  tenderest  of  all  sympathies,  God  is  love."  In 
the  Christian,  this  love  is  most  extensive,  for  it 
embraces  love  to  God,  and  love  to  man.  Pos- 
sessed of  it,  the  image  of  (rod,  defaced  by  Adam's 
first  transgression,  and  our  own  guilt,  is  renewed 
in  our  heart.  Well  may  the  Christian  desire 
it,  for  the  love  of  God  is  a  theme  divine.  It 
is  the  adoration  of  heaven ;  angels  sing  it ; 
archangels  proclaim  it;  martyrs  witness  it;  jus- 
tified spirits  rejoice  in  it ;  and  when  our  hearts 
possess  it,  they  anticipate  heaven,  and  have  a 
precious  foretaste  of  its  blessed  enjoyment. 

Imitation  of  the  Saviour,  in  his  imitable  per- 
fections, is  also  a  characteristic  of  a  true  disciple. 
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(Observe,  how  beautifully  the  character  of  the 
R^eemer  exemplified  his  love  to  God,  and  to 
tbe  human  race,  whom  he  came  to  save.  How 
^fiectionate  and  earnest  his  devotion,  when  he 
addressed  his  heavenly  Father.    How  kind,  how 
gracious  his  words,  when  he  spoke  to  man.  It 
Was  for  God's  glory,  and  love  to  man,  that  he 
descended  from  the  abodes  of  bliss,  to  leave  for 
^  time  the  mansions  of  peace,  and  sojourn  in  a 
World,  that  knew  not  the  Prince  of  Glory.  When 
Jesus  descended  upon  this  earth,  his  praises  in 
heaven  were  sung  as  sweetly,  his  bliss  was  as 
perfect,  his  inheritance  of  glory  was  as  unbound- 
ed, and  angels  were  as  ready  to  obey  his  behest, 
^  when  he  was  with  the  Father,  before  all  worlds. 
But  seeing  there  was  no  name  under  heaven  by 
>vhich  men  could  be  saved,  his  heart  melted  with 
love  for  poor  perishing  sinners.    He  saw  the 
glittering  sword  of  God's  vengeance  unsheathed, 
and  none  to  deliver  from  deserved  wrath.  Then 
the  throne  of  glory  was  exchanged  for  a  manger, 
and  the  ready  obedience  of  the  heavenly  array, 
for  the  derision  of  sinful  men ;  and  he  who  had 
legions  of  angels  at  his  command,  declined  their 
willing  service,  but  chose  a  little  band  of  twelve 
disciples,  to  be  living  witnesses  of  his  humility, 
and  power,  his  wisdom,  and  mercy.      Herein  is 
love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us, 
and  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  to  be  a  propiti- 
ation for  our  sins."    Who  can  contemplate  such 
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a  life,  and  such  a  death,  as  the  life  and  death  of 
Messiah,  and  not  praise  the  wonders  of  redeeming 
love  ? — "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  our  souls,  and  all  that 
is  within  us  be  stirred  up  to  magnify  and  blew 
his  holy  name." 

The  Redeemer's  love  to  man  was  not  limited 
to  the  time  he  sojourned  on  earth.  As  our  now 
exalted  Prince  and  Saviour  in  heaven,  his  heart 
yet  glows  with  affection  for  his  people.  In  hea- 
ven he  pleads  their  cause,  before  the  eternal  Fa- 
ther. "  For  Christ  is  not  entered  into  the  holy 
place  made  with  hands,  but  into  heaven  itself, 
now  to  appear,  in  the  presence  of  God,  for  us." 

Praying  that  the  same  mind  may  be  granted 
him,  that  was  also  in  Jesus,  the  Christian  finds 
grace  to  help  him  in  every  endeavour  to  imitate 
the  example,  and  to  obey  the  4)recepts  of  his 
Divine  Lord  and  Saviour.  The  prayer  of  the 
Christian,  is  not  a  selfish  prayer.  His  fervent 
petitions  are  for  grace,  mercy  and  peace,  to  all 
who  are  in  Christ  Jesus.  Nor  does  he  forget  to 
entreat  God,  in  behalf  of  those  who,  ignorant  of 
the  Gospel,  know  not  the  way,  nor  the  truth,  nor 
the  life.  For  those,  he  also  prays,  who,  persever- 
ing in  the  pursuits  of  time,  care  not  for  the  things 
of  eternity.  For  such  men,  the  Christian  petitions 
God,  that  they  may  be  convinced  of  their  folly, 
ere  it  be  too  late,  and  that  as  they  behold 

"  Friend  after  friend  depart/* 

they  may  consider  their  latter  end.  In  the  sound 
of  every  passing  bell ;  in  the  sable  vestments  of 
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every  mourner;  in  the  tear  shed  over  every  death- 
bed ;  in  the  stone  that  marks  every  tomb  :  —  he 
entreats  that  guilty  and  thoughtless  sinners  may 
find  a  solemn  warning  of  their  mortality,  and  be 
taught  to  think  of  their  state,  and  apply  their 
heart  unto  true  wisdom.  Such  overwhelming 
evidence  on  other  subjects,  no  man  possessed  of 
reason  could  resist.  Why,  O  why,  in  the  most 
certain  of  all  events,  do  men  allow  their  reason  to 
be  blinded  ?  Hath  hope  then  fled  ?  No,  If  the 
repentant  sinner  will  now  turn  unto  God,  in  this^ 
the  accepted  time,  and  in  this,  the  day  of  salva- 
tion, there  is  still  hope.  For  whom  did  Christ 
veil  his  glory,  and,  assuming  an  earthly  form, 
manifest  so  much  abounding  love  ?  For  sinners  ! 
—  Are  we  of  that  class  ?  Alas !  all  of  us  have 
gone  astray.  It  was  then  for  you,  and  for  me, 
that  Jesus  was  stricken,  and  crucified,  and  died, 
and  died  to  save  us.  May  these  proofs  of  love,  on 
his  part,  be  met  by  no  coldness  on  ours ! 

Let  us  cling,  with  true  faith,  to  the  hope  set 
before  us  in  the  Gospel :  may  the  divine  Saviour 
speak  peace  to  our  hearts,  —  and  cold  and  callous 
must  they  be,  if  they  do  not  bum  within  us,  at 
such  renewed  love.  Let  our  affection  be  evident 
by  our  obedience.  Let  those  who  have  believed 
in  Jesus,  and  in  God,  be  careful  to  maintain 
good  works,"  following  righteousness,  faith, 
charity,  with  them  that  call  upon  the  Lord,  out 
of  a  pure  heart."  Amen, 
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Now  may  the  peace  of  Grod,  which  passeth  all 
understandings  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in 
the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  Grod 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  God,  who  hast  given  thine  only  Son 
to  be  unto  us  both  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  and  also  an 
ensample  of  godly  life ;  give  us  grace,  that  we 
may  always  most  thankfully  receive  that  his  most 
inestimable  benefit,  and  also  daily  endeavour 
ourselves  to  follow  the  blessed  steps  of  his  most 
holy  life,  through  the  same  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


O  come,  let  us  worship  and  fall  down,  and  kneel 
before  the  Lord  our  Maker.  O  Lord  who  is  like 
unto  thee  ?  thou  givest  and  thou  takest  away,  who 
can  hinder  ?  Who  shall  say  unto  thee,  what  doest 
thou  ?  We  come  before  thee,  at  this  time,  as  lowly, 
penitent,  and  entreating  supplicants,  imploring 
mercy  at  thy  throne.  We  acknowledge  our  un- 
worthiness  before  thee,  whose  all-seeing  eye 
detects  imperfections  even  in  angel  minds,  while 
it  has  also  witnessed  our  path  of  guilt  and  of 
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transgression.  Yet  thou  hast  not  hurried  us  away 
to  punishment,  but  as  a  merciful  Father,  hast 
called  upon  us  to  repent,  and  to  turn  unto  thee, 
that  we  may  live.  O  the  height  and  the  depth  of 
redeeming  love !  Angels  cannot  tell  its  extent ; 
saints  shall  never  cease  to  proclaim  its  praise.  By 
thine  infinite  grace  alone,  we,  all  unworthy,  are 
permitted  to  approach  thy  throne,  from  whence 
blessed  be  thy  name,  O  God  !  pardon,  and  recon- 
ciliation are  proclaimed.  Lord,  we  come  unto  thee, 
as  penitents,  entreating  pardon,  and  praying  thee 
to  bestow  on  us  a  new  and  spiritual  life,  a  life  of 
holiness,  a  renewed  heart,  a  walk  with  thee  our 
God,  a  confiding  faith  in  Jesus,  so  that  we  who 
were  afar  off,  may  now  be  made  nigh  by  the 
blood  of  Christ.  Washed  and  purified  and  sancti- 
fied through  our  Redeemer,  may  we  perform  the 
duties,  and  illustrate  the  character  of  true  believers. 
Animated  in  our  future  life  by  the  precepts  and 
doctrines  of  Jesus,  may  nothing  ever  separate  us 
from  his  love.    O  Lord,  exalt  our  minds  from  the 

fleeting  shadows  of  time,  to  the  momentous  in- 

*   

terests  of  eternity.  Through  thy  grace,  may  our 
hearts  always  be  in  a  state  of  preparation,  so  that 
when  our  Master  cometh,  we  may  be  found  ready, 
and  through  his  merit,  be  made  partakers  of  an 
inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and  that 
fadeth  not  away.  O  Lord,  extend  the  glad  tidings 
of  salvation,  throughout  the  whole  habitable  globe. 
May  the  generous  sentiments  of  Christian  love,. 
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prevail  more  and  more,  and  may  all  true  believers 
be  known  to  love  one  another.  Heavenly  Father, 
protect  us  and  all  our  friends  and  interests  from 
evil,  and  let  thy  grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  be  our 
portion  in  the  Redeemer,  who  taught  us  thus  to 
pray:— 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles f  the  ]Oth  chapter,  beginning  at  the  30th 
verse. 

"  And  Cornelius  said,  four  days  ago  I  was  fasting  until 
this  hour ;  and  at  the  ninth  hour  I  prayed  in  my  house, 
and,  behold,  a  man  stood  before  me  in  bright  clothing, 
and  said,  Cornelius,  thy  prayer  is  heard,  and  thine  alms 
are  had  in  remembrance  in  the  sight  of  God.  Send  there- 
fore to  Joppa,  and  call  hither  Simon,  whose  surname  is 
Peter ;  he  is  lodged  in  the  house  of  one  Simon  a  tanner, 
by  the  seaside ;  who  when  he  cometh,  shall  speak  unto 
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thee.  Immediately  therefore  I  sent  to  thee  ;  and  thou  hast 
well  done  that  thou  art  come.  Now  therefore  are  we  aH 
here  present  before  God^  to  hear  all  things  that  are  com- 
manded thee  of  God.  Then  Peter  opened  his  mouth,  and 
said,  Of  a  truth  I  perceive  that  God  is  no  respecter  of 
persons:  but  in  every  nation  he  that  feareth  him,  and 
worketh  righteousness,  is  accepted  with  him.  The  word 
which  God  sent  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  preaching 
peace  by  Jesus  Christ ;  he  is  Lord  of  all :  That  word,  I 
say,  ye  know,  which  was  published  throughout  all  Judea, 
and  began  from  Gralilee,  after  the  baptism  which  John 
preached ;  how  God  anointed  Jesus  of  Nazareth  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  with  power:  who  went  about  doing 
good,  and  healing  all  that  were  oppressed  of  the  devil :  for 
God  was  with  him.  And  we  are  witnesses  of  all  things 
which  he  did  both  in  the  land  of  the  Jews,  and  in  Jeru- 
salem ;  whom  they  slew,  and  hanged  on  a  tree :  Him  God 
raised  up  the  third  day,  and  shewed  him  openly  ;  not  to 
all  the  people,  but  unto  witnesses  chosen  before  of  God, 
even  to  us,  who  did  eat  and  drink  with  him  after  he  rose 
from  the  dead.  And  he  commanded  us  to  preach  unto  the 
people,  and  to  testify  that  it  is  he  which  was  ordained 
of  God  to  be  the  judge  of  quick  and  dead.  To  him 
give  all  the  prophets  witness,  that  through  his  name^ 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  shall  receive  remission  of  sins. 
While  Peter  yet  spake  these  words,  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on 
all  them  which  heard  the  word.  And  they  of  the  circum- 
cision which  believed  were  astonished,  as  many  as  came 
with  Peter,  because  that  on  the  Gentiles  also  was  poured 
out  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  For  they  heard  them  speak 
withr  tongues,  and  magnify  God.  Then  answered  Peter,. 
Can  any  man  forbid  water,  that  these  should  not  be 
baptised,  which  have  received  the  Holy  Ghost  as  well  a8< 
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we?  And  he  commanded  them  to  be  baptised  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord.  Then  prayed  they  him  to  tarry  cer- 
tain days." 


SERMON  XXIV. 

ON  PRAYER. 

In  St.  Matthew's  Gospel,  the  6th  chapter,  at  the 
10/A  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

"  Thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it 
is  in  heaven.'' 


A  nobleman,  whose  last  days  were  devoted  to  re- 
ligious exercises,  believed  that  the  enjoyment  of 
heaven  would  be  expressed  by  the  souls  of  the 
just  made  perfect,  in  a  hymn  of  perpetual  melody 
and  praise.  Faith  and  hope  being  perfected,  are 
there  no  longer  exercised,  but  praise  shall  for  ever 
fill  the  souls  of  the  radiant  hosts,  who  inhabit  the 
celestial  mansions. 

On  earth,  however,  we  must  be  still  requiring 
and  asking,  and  hoping,  and  therefore  continual 
prayer  indicates  a  state  of  mind,  having  much  of 
heaven  in  its  bearing,  and  much  of  God  in  its 
communion.  Our  Saviour  hath  declared,  Men 
ought  always  to  pray     while  he  also  graciously 


234  Second  Sunday  after  Easter. 

reveals  the  manner,  and  spirit,  in  which  that 
solemn  service  ought  to  be  performed,  by  present- 
ing the  church  with  a  form  of  prayer,  which  he 
taught  his  disciples,  and  which  still  bears  the  name 
of  their  Lord,  they  and  we  being  directed  by  it  to 
approach  God  as  children  approach  a  father,  able 
and  willing  to  help  us,  and  then  to  intreat  for 
grace,  to  hallow  his  name.  We  are  also  to  pray, 
that  his  kingdom"  may  "come."  It  is  the 
kingdom  of  Christ,  and  of  his  righteousness,  that 
are  in  these  words  to  engage  our  petitions.  The 
Christian's  prayer  must  not  be  exclusive.  He  is 
directed  to  entreat,  that  wherever  there  are  men, 
Christ  may  be  worshipped  in  sincerity,  the  know- 
ledge of  God  and  of  his  Son,  be  more  and  more 
advanced,  and  many  be  added  to  his  church  of 
such  as  shall  be  saved. 

While  we  trust  the  kingdom  of  God  has  come 
to  you,  in  the  peace  and  joy  of  believing,  and 
hearts  that  once  were  desperately  wicked  have 
now  accepted  the  Gospel  invitation,  and  have 
abandoned  the  service  of  sin,  faithfully  to  follow 
their  Lord — is  it  not  to  be  feared,  there  are  others 
still  deaf  to  the  beseeching  voice  of  Jesus  ?  They 
indeed  feel  their  dependence  for  life,  and  support, 
upon  God,  but  they  will  not  humble  themselves 
to  accept  the  Gospel  scheme  of  salvation  from 
God.  For  such  men,  the  Christian  also  prays, 
imploring  that  to  their  cold  and  desolate  heart, 
God's  kingdom  "  may  come,"  and  by  its  richness, 
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and  fulness,  and  heavenly  blessings,  lead  them 
into  the  paths  of  virtue,  happiness,  and  peace. 

To  offer  at  a  throne  of  grace  the  petition,  "  thy 
kingdom  come,"  is  also  the  duty  of  all  who 
believe  in  the  sure  word  of  prophecy,  since  it 
anticipates  a  time  when  tranquillity  and  innocence 
shall  return  to  earth,  and  the  kingdom  of  Messiah 
be  universally  proclaimed.  Every  pious  believer 
sincerely  prays,  that  the  principles  of  true  faith 
may  more  and  more  abound.  That  a  knowledge 
of  the  truth  may  cover  the  earth,  as  the  waters 
the  channel  of  the  sea,  and  its  power  be  illustrated 
in  the  universal  diffusion  of  peace,  love  and 
righteousness.  That  instead  of  wars,  and  rumours 
of  wars,  there  may  be  universal  kindness,  and 
good-will  amongst  the  children  of  men.  That 
instead  of  the  noisy  and  restless  elements  of  un* 
hallowed  ambition,  and  the  panting  and  grasping 
for  temporal  power  and  wealth,  the  spirit  of  pure 
and  undefiled  religion  may  pervade  every  bosom, 
whilst  all  in  charity  and  affection,  honour  and 
prefer  one  another.  Let  it  ever  be  the  Christian's 
prayer,  that  the  heavenly  Creator,  looking  down 
upon  the  world,  by  the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's 
kingdom  may  behold  throughout  its  whole  ex- 
panse, zealous,  sincere,  and  devoted  worshippers, 
and  wherever  man  exists,  that  an  altar  may  be 
reared  to  the  worship  of  the  true  God,  where  the 
sacrifice  of  lowly,  humble,  penitent  and  obedient 
hearts  shall  be  off*ered,  and  the  song  of  glory  to 
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God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good-will 
to  men,  ascend  in  sweetest  harmony  to  that 
heavenly  dwelling  place,  from  whence  over  Beth- 
lehem's plains,  it  first  swelled  in  grateful  melody 
and  praise. 

It  is  not  only  our  duty,  when  we  say  "thy 
kingdom  come"  to  pray,  that  these  blessed  effects 
may  universally  prevail,  but  we  must  entreat  God 
that  our  endeavours  to  promote  them,  may  have 
favour  from  on  high.  We  must  be  up  and  doing, 
and  when  in  prayer,  we  say,  "thy  will  be  done," 
we  must  individually  strive  to  do  the  will  of  God, 
and  endeavour,  devotedly  endeavour,  to  conform 
to  his  holy  laws  contained  in  the  sacred  Scriptures. 
These  laws,  we  are  assured,  are  not  grievous, 
for  they  guide  the  Christian  in  the  path  that 
conducts  to  knowledge,  righteousness,  and  peace. 
The  believer  delights  in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  and 
on  his  laws  doth  he  meditate  day  and  night.  God's 
law  is  a  path  of  pleasantness,  a  light  to  our  feet, 
and  a  lamp  to  our  path.  Happy  they,  who 
enjoy  such  guidance  !  This  is  that  law  in  which 
David  delighted,  which  Apostles  commended, 
which  Jesus  fulfilled.  "  Glory,  honour,  and  peace 
to  every  man  that  worketh  righteousness,  to  the 
Jew  first,  and  also  to  the  Gentile." 

While  prayer  is  a  privilege  to  be  valued  beyond 
all  price  by  the  Christian,  let  him  ever  reflect  that 
it  is  only  acceptable  through  the  merits  of  Jesus 
the  Redeemer,  by  the  Spirit  of  all  grace.    In  the 
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finished  work  of  man  s  redemption,  we  are  enabled 
to  approach  a  throne  of  grace  ;  wondrous  things 
have  indeed  reached  our  ears,  may  they  truly 
affect  our  heart.    That  Christ  the  beloved  of  the 
Father,  should  stoop  to  take  upon  him  the  form  of 
a  servant,  was  indeed  a  mystery.    Still  more 
mysterious,  that  while  despised  and  rejected  of 
men,  he  should  meekly  suffer  and  die  to  reconcile 
them  to  God.     O  the  riches  of  redeeming  love ! 
"  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us." 
In  Jesus,  holiness,  purity,  love,  perfection,  died 
for  sinful  man.    But  although  rejected  and  de- 
spised, he  descended  into  the  grave  to  arise  from 
it  in  glory.    In  heaven  he  is  now  Mediator  for  his 
people,  presenting  with  much  incense  the  prayers 
and  petitions  of  his  confiding  followers.  Let  us  then 
continue  ''instant  in  prayer."  Communion  with 
God  is  true  happiness  ;  and  this,  in  prayer,  we  are 
graciously  invited  to  enjoy.    Let  us  pray  that  we 
may  be  enabled  to  do  the  will  of  our  heavenly  King, 
evinced  by  a  cheerful  obedience  to  bis  commands. 
Be  his  statutes  our  songs,  while  we  are  on  our 
earthly  pilgrimage.    It  is  the  will  of  our  heavenly 
Father,  that  to  repentant  and  believing  souls,  there 
should  appear  no  obstruction  to  the  attainment  of 
everlasting  happiness.    Of  his  fold  he  desires  that 
not  one  should  be  lost.    In  requesting  his  favour 
therefore,  we  are  encouraged  to  come  boldly  to  a 
throne  of  grace.    We  must  look  out  from  our- 
selves, and  up  to  God,  as  a  reconciled  God  in 
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Jesus.  It  is  his  command  that  men  every  where 
should  repent  and  believe  in  Christ,  who  will 
emancipate  them  from  the  thraldom  of  sin,  and 
from  all  the  bonds  of  iniquity.  Thanks  be  unto 
God  for  his  unspeakable  gift Grace  is  thereby 
purchased  by  which  men  shall  be  enabled  to  serve 
God  acceptably,  and  to  obey  his  will,  even  as  it  is 
done  in  heaven. 

Blessed  Jesus!  spread  abroad,  we  pray  thee,  the 
glorious  banners  of  the  cross.  Let  nation  after 
nation,  hail  thee  *'  Prince  of  Peace."  May  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world,  liberated  from  the  bond- 
age of  Satan,  learn  to  do  the  will  of  God,  and  to 
believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  hath  sent,  for 
^  this  is  life  eternal."  Amen. 

May  the  peace  of  Gk)d,  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  know- 
ledge and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  amongst 
you  and  remain  with  you  always.  Amen. 
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JLet  us  pray. 

Almighty  God,  who  she.west  to  them  that  be 
in  error  the  light  of  thy  truth,  to  the  intent  that 
they  may  return  into  the  way  of  righteousness ; 
grant  unto  all  them  that  are  admitted  into  the 
fellowship  of  Christ's  religion,  that  they  may 
eschew  those  things  that  are  contrary  to  their 
profession,  and  follow  all  such  things  as  are  agree- 
able to  the  same,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ* 
Amen. 


Glory,  and  honour,  and  praise,  be  to  thy  name, 
O  God,  for  ever  and  ever.  Thou,  O  Lord,  hast 
created  all  things ;  for  thy  pleasure  and  for  thy 
praise,  they  are,  and  they  were  created.  We 
desire  to  worship  thee  the  omnipotent,  who  said 
and  it  was  done  ;  who  commanded  and  it  stood 
fast ;  and  who  ever  art  the  same  unchangeable 
in  thy  might,  majesty,  dominion,  and  power. 

We  bless  thee,  O  God,  in  that  thou  hast  given 
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us  rational  souls  to  contemplate  and  adore  thy 
character  and  thy  works.  Thou  hast,  indeed, 
made  man  lord  over  the  other  works  of  thy 
hands.  Thou  hast  crowned  him  with  loving  kind- 
ness, and  tender  mercies,  although  he  hath  for- 
gotten thee.  Lord,  we  are  all  rebellious  children, 
and  to  us  belong  shame  and  confusion  of  face, 
because  we  have  sinned  against  thee.  Heavenly 
Father,  convince  us  of  sin.  May  all  of  us  per- 
ceive, that  by  nature  we  have  an  evil  heart  of 
unbelief,  and  truly  sensible  that  such  a  heart 
must  keep  us  from  thee,  we  now  pray,  that  it  may 
be  changed,  and  that  we  may  become  new  crea- 
tures, in  Christ  Jesus.  Lord,  we  now  approach 
unto  thee  in  Jesus'  name ;  do  thou  accept  us  for 
his  sake.  O  love  us  freely,  make  us  thine  only, 
thine  wholly,  and  thine  for  ever.  Let  us  be 
joined  to  thee  henceforth  in  an  everlasting  cove- 
nant, well  ordered  and  sure.  Let  our  language — 
and  through  grace  our  determination  be,  that 
whatever  others  do,  as  for  us  and  our  house,  we 
will  serve  the  Lord.  Let  us  be  true  partakers  of 
Christ,  by  holding  fast  the  beginning  of  our  con- 
fidence steadfast  unto  the  end.  To  thy  care,  hea- 
venly Father,  we  commend  our  souls,  and  our 
bodies,  which  are  thine.  Lord,  grant  us  grace  in 
time,  and  glory  in  eternity.  O  Lord,  prosper  the 
church.  Bless  thine  heritage ;  govern  and  exalt 
thy  people  for  ever.  Lord  bless  our  own,  our 
native  land.    Therein  add  daily  to  the  number  of 
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such  as  shall  be  saved,  and  henceforth  may  in- 
cense and  a  pure  offering,  with  prayer,  and  praise, 
ascend  to  thee  from  every  dwelling  place.  Let 
the  people  praise  thee,  O  Lord,  let  all  the  people 
praise  thee.  May  all  of  us  now  before  thee  ex- 
perience the  peace,  pardon,  love  and  joy  of  be- 
lieving, through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  while 
on  earth  taught  us  thus  to  pray,  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  tbem  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  lO/A  chapter  of 
the  Romans,  from  the  1st  to  the  17 th  verse. 

"  Brethren,  my  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for 
Israel  is,  that  they  might  be  saved.  For  I  bear  them  record, 
that  they  have  a  zeal  of  God,  but  not  according  to  know- 
ledge. For  they  being  ignorant  of  God's  righteousness, 
and  going  about  to  establish  their  own  righteousness,  have 
not  submitted  themselves  unto  the  righteousness  of  God. 
For  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every 
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one  that  believeth.  For  Moses  describeth  the  righteous^ 
ness  which  is  of  the  law,  that  the  man  which  doeth  those 
things  shall  live  by  them.  But  the  righteousness  which  is 
of  faith  speaketh  on  this  wise,  Say  not  in  thine  heart,  who 
shall  ascend  into  heaven  ?  That  is,  to  bring  Christ  down 
from  above;  or.  Who  shall  descend  into  the  deep?  That  is, 
to  bring  up  Christ  again  from  the  dead.  But  what  saith 
it?  The  word  is  nigh  thee,  even  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy 
heart ;  that  is,  the  word  of  &ith  which  we  preach  :  that  if 
thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
shalt  believe  in  thine  heart  that  God  hath  raised  him  from 
the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved.  For  with  the  heart  man 
believeth  unto  righteousness;  and  with  the  mouth  con- 
fession is  made  unto  salvation.  For  the  scripture  saith, 
whosoever  believeth  on  him  shall  not  be  ashamed.  For 
there  is  no  difference  between  the  Jew  and  the  Greek  ;  for 
the  same  Lord  over  all  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  him. 
For  whosoever  shall  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  shall 
be  saved.  How  then  shall  they  call  on  him  in  whom  they 
have  not  beheved  ?  And  how  shall  they  believe  in  him  of 
whom  they  have  not  heard?  And  how  shall  they  hear 
without  a  preacher  ?  And  how  shall  they  preach  except 
they  be  sent?  As  it  is  written.  How  beautiful  are  the  feet 
of  them  that  preach  the  Gospel  of  peace,  and  bring  glad 
tidings  of  good  things  !  But  they  have  not  all  obeyed  the 
Gospel:  for  Esaias  saith.  Lord,  who  hath  believed  our 
report  ?  So  then  faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hearing  by 
the  word  of  God." 
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SERMON  XXV. 

FAITH  UNITED  TO  CONFESSION  OF  JESUS. 

In  the  lOth  chapter  of  the  Romans^  and  in  the 
9th  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

"  That  if  thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord 
Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in  thine  heart,  that  God  hath 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved.'^ 

The  atonement  of  Christ  was  a  theme,  that  de* 
lighted  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  and  in 
his  heart  was  an  unchanging  source  of  love,  gra- 
titude, and  praise.  Decided  in  his  character,  he 
was  also  decided  in  his  doctrines ;  and  although 
while  his  Saviour  was  on  earth,  he  might  never 
have  seen  — 

"  Those  blessed  feet. 
Which  eighteen  hundred  years  ago  were  nail'd. 
For  oar  advantage  to  the  bitter  cross/* 

Still  he  was  not  behind  the  ''chiefest  of  the 
Apostles,"  in  zeal  for  the  service  of  their  Master, 
or  in  the  exercise  of  unbounded  faith  in  the  suf- 
ficiency, value,  and  absolute  freeness  of  God's 
unspeakable  gift.  Saint  Paul  was  decided  in  his 
character,  and  in  his  doctrines.  Long  before  he 
heard  the  warning  voice  from  heaven,  which 
awakened  him  to  newness  of  life,  his  zealous  and 
enthusiastic  character  strongly  manifested  itself 
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against  the  religion  of  Jesus.  "Many  of  the 
saints/'  saith  he,  did  I  shut  up  in  prison,  and 
being  exceedingly  mad  against  them,  persecuted 
them  unto  strange  cities  and  when  Saint  Paul 
was  converted,  his  language  is  still  more  nervous 
and  powerful.  "  I  am  determined  to  know  no- 
thing, but  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified." 

The  zeal  which  distinguished  Saint  Pauls 
general  character,  was  particularly  displayed  to- 
ward the  church  in  Rome,  consisting  of  Hebrew 
and  Roman  converts.  The  epistle  inscribed  to 
them,  is  placed  first  in  the  New  Testament,  be- 
cause it  is  the  longest  and  fullest  he  ever  wrote. 
In  this  epistle,  there  are  numerous  proofs  how 
earnest,  and  how  anxious  Paul  was,  regarding  the 
eternal  interest  of  this  infant  church.  God  is 
my  witness,"  he  says,  **  whom  I  serve  with  my 
spirit  in  the  gospel  of  his  Son,  that  without  ceas- 
ing, I  make  mention  of  you  daily  in  my  prayers 
and  he  exhibited  to  them  the  plan  of  salvation 
and  free  grace  in  these  impressive  words:  **If 
thou  shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth,  and  believe  in 
thy  heart,  that  God  raised  him  (Jesus)  from  the 
dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved." 

The  confession  thus  alluded  to,  not  only  in- 
cludes self-denial,  love  to  Jesus,  and  dislike  to 
the  false  opinions  of  this  world,  but  it  also  re- 
quires a  public  declaration  that  we  are  Christ's 
disciples;  that  we  place  ourselves  under  his 
banners;  that  he  is  the  captain  of  our  salvation: 
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and  that  his  enemies  are  ours.  In  the  time  of 
the  Apostles,  such  a  confession  was  often  ac- 
companied with  persecution  and  death,  and  the 
malignity  of  the  natural  man  to  spiritual  religion 
is  not  yet  altogether  abated.  Christians  of  the 
present  day,  who  decidedly  proclaim  themselves 
on  the  Lord's  side,  are  sometimes  not  without 
trials,  and  cruel  mockings.  Blessed  be  God, 
such  things  do  not  alarm  them.  Believers  know  that 
the  unconverted  man  is  at  enmity  with  God  — 
that  unregenerated  man  knows  not  God ;  and  they 
remember  with  deepest  veneration,  that  the  Saviour 
himself  calmly  suffered  the  reproaches  of  malici- 
ous foes.  To  confess  Christ  aright,  must  indeed 
be  the  fruit  of  many  precious  gifts,  and  heavenly 
graces.  It  is  a  confession  which  in  all  its  tenden- 
cies, elevates  the  soul  far  above  the  interests  of  this 
vain  and  fleeting  world,  and  gives  its  every  power 
to  the  glory  of  its  Lord  and  Saviour,  who  now 
reigns  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  as  King  of 
kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  in  blessedness  everlasting. 

While  the  Apostle  exhorts  christians  to  **  con- 
fess with  the  mouth,"  it  is  also  required  that  they 
should  believe  in  their  heart."  Audible  con- 
fession, and  spoken  prayer,  are  only  expressions, 
which  may  or  may  not  possess  the  spirit  of  heart- 
felt devotion.  In  vain  did  the  Israelites  honour 
God  with  their  lips,  when  Jehovah  announced 
they  had  removed  their  hearts  far  from  him. 
Solemn  warnings  were  also  given  by  our  Saviour 
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to  his  countrymen,  as  he  reprobated  their  general 
substitution  of  formal  and  ceremonial  service,  for 
the  spirit  and  power  of  true  religion.  The  Apos- 
tles also  teach  the  same  lesson :  ''our  gospel  came 
not  unto  you  in  word  only,  but  also  in  power." 

The  language  of  the  text  informs  us  that  we 
are  saved  by  faith,  or  belief  in  Jesus.  But  faith 
is  not  a  solitary  grace  in  the  heart  of  the  chris- 
tian, for  it  is  to  be  united  with  trust  in  God,  love 
to  God,  and  abiding  charity  toward  all  his  fellow- 
creatures.  This  faith  or  belief  in  Jesus,  is  the 
pillar  of  light  that  precedes  the  pilgrim  on  his 
road  to  Zion.  It  is  the  invigorating  principle, 
that  animates  him  amid  the  trials  of  life,  that 
supports  him  at  the  approach  of  death,  and  which, 
accepted  through  the  merits  of  Jesus,  shall  finally 
introduce  him  into  the  paradise  above,  to  be  for 
ever  with  his  Lord.  How  many  are  their  advan- 
tages who  possess  sincere  belief,  or  saving  faith  in 
Jesus !  They  not  only  know  in  whom  they  have 
trusted,  but  they  think  on  what  the  Saviour  hath 
done  for  them  with  wonder,  admiration,  and  love. 
They  remember  the  tears  of  Jesus ;  —  was  there 
ever  such  gracious  sympathy  ?  They  recollect  his 
miracles ; — were  there  ever  such  mighty  evidences 
of  preternatural  power  ?  They  think  on  his  pro- 
mises ; — when  were  there  ever  promises  so  richly 
fulfilled  ?  They  weep  over  his  agonies  ;  —  when 
was  love  ever  so  affectionately  displayed,  and  all 
to  save  those  who  were  lost  ? 
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But  observe,  the  text  not  only  requires  the 
confession  of,  and  belief  in  Christ,  it  also  demands 
we  should  believe  that  God  raised  him  from  the 
dead.  Of  this  event  Saint  Paul  states  that 
"  Christ  died  for  our  sins  according  to  the  scrip- 
tures/' and  then  he  proceeds  to  appeal  to  living 
witnesses,  and  to  declare  before  the  world,  ''that 
Jesus  was  buried,  and  that  he  rose  again  the  third 
day,  according  to  the  scriptures ;  that  he  was  seen 
of  Cephas,  then  of  the  twelve ;  after  that  he  was 
seen  of  five  hundred  brethren  at  once,  of  whom 
the  greater  part  remain  unto  this  present,  but  some 
are  fallen  asleep ;  after  that  he  was  seen  of  James, 
then  of  all  the  Apostles,  and  last  of  all  he  was 
seen  of  me  also." 

Besides  this  unimpeachable  testimony,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  the 
resurrection  of  the  body,  were  clearly  anticipated 
by  holy  men  of  old,  long  before  the  birth  of  the 
Messiah.  "I  know,"  says  Job,  ''that  my  Re- 
deemer liveth,  and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the 
latter  day  upon  the  earth,  and  though  after  my  skin 
worms  destroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I 
see  God."  "  Thou  wilt  not,"  saith  David,  in  pro- 
phetic strain,  "  Thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in 
hell,  nor  wilt  thou  suffer  thine  holy  one  to  see 
ccHrruption."  "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the 
life,"  saith  Jesus.  "  Come,  see  the  place  where 
the  Lord  lay,"  said  the  visitors  of  his  sacred 
tomb.    "  Peace  be  with  you,"  were  the  words  of 
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the  Saviour,  to  his  assembled  disciples  after  he 
had  arisen  ;  and  ere  long,  the  Apostles  appointed 
one  of  their  number  to  go  forth  as  a  witness  of 
Christ's  resurrection.  All  these  facts  are  recorded, 
that  we  might  have  no  excuse  on  this  subject  for 
unbelief. 

By  his  arising  from  the  grave,  Christ  proved 
his  victory  over  death  and  sin,  thus  presenting  to 
his  church  authentic  evidence  of  his  irresistible 
power  and  Godhead.  By  angels  being  com- 
manded to  roll  away  the  stone  from  the  sepulchre, 
God's  acceptance  of  the  atonement  of  Jesus,  and 
his  welcome  of  him  as  the  King  of  Glory  to 
eternal  blessedness  were  certainly  intimated.  The 
resurrection  of  Christ,  is  also  the  assurance  and 
argument,  that  believers  in  him  shall  likewise 
arise.  Where  Jesus  is,  they  shall  be  also.  In 
every  respect  therefore,  the  doctrine  of  the  resurr 
rection  is  a  vital  doctrine,  in  the  scheme  of  Chris- 
tianity. If  disbelieved,  then  Christ's  Grodhead, 
atonement,  and  mediatorship,  must  also  be  un- 
acknowledged. "  If  Christ  be  not  risen,  your  faith 
is  vain,  ye  are  yet  in  your  sins." 

Let  us  now  consider  the  gracious  promise  con- 
tained in  Saint  Paul's  words,  to  those  who  confess 
and  believe,  that  God  hath  raised  Christ  from 
the  dead."  They  shall  be  saved."  Scripture 
is  always  confirmatory  of  its  own  declarations. 
What  the  Apostle  states,  is  only  a  renewed  asser- 
tion of  these  words,  "  I  am  the  resurrection  and 
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the  life,  he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were 
dead,  yet  shall  he  live.''  Christ  has  arisen.  Let 
us  then  re-consider  how  valuable  the  privileges 
scripture  enumerates  to  those  who  believe  in  him. 
They  have  been  begotten  again  to  a  lively  hope 
by  the  resurrection  of  Christ  from  the  dead." 
They  know  *'that  if  the  earthly  house  of  this 
tabernacle  were  dissolved,  they  have  a  house  not 
made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens." 

As  the  joys  of  believers  are  great,  so  shall  the 
sufferings  of  unbelievers  be  severe.  Although  one 
arose  from  the  dead  they  will  not  be  persuaded. 
But  a  day  approaches,  when  Christ  the  mediator 
shall  become  Christ  the  judge,  and  shall  assign 
them  their  portion,  amid  the  quenchless  flames  of 
eternal  punishment.  Such  men  are  in  scripture 
thus  addressed :  Because  I  have  called,  and  ye 
refused,  I  will  also  laugh  at  your  calamity,  I  will 
mock  when  your  fear  cometh."  That  such  a 
consummation  may  be  averted  from  all  present, 
may  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant,  for  Christ's 
sake.  Amen. 

Now,  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Almighty  God,  who  alone  canst  order  the  un- 
ruly wills  and  affections  of  sinful  men,  grant 
unto  thy  people,  that  they  may  love  the  thing 
which  thou  commandest,  and  desire  that  which 
thou  dost  promise ;  that  so  among  the  sundry  and 
manifold  changes  of  the  world,  our  hearts  may 
surely  be  fixed,  where  true  joys  are  to  be  found, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


Glory  be  to  thee,  O  God,  glory  to  thy  great 
name,  to  thine  unchanging  attributes,  to  thy  bound- 
less mercy,  and  to  thy  never-failing  love.  To  us, 
erring,  and  sinful,  how  graciously  hath  that  love 
been  manifested.  Although  man  had  forgotten 
thee,  the  God  who  made  him,  and  had  lightly  es- 
teemed the  Rock  of  his  salvation,  yet  thou  didst 
behold  him  with  an  eye  of  pity,  and  didst  send  a 
Deliverer  from  thy  holy  habitation.  Greater  love 
than  this  hath  no  man,  that  a  man  should  lay 
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down  his  life  for  bis  friend,  but  in  tbis  God  sbowed 
bis  love  toward  us,  in  tbat,  wbile  we  were  yet 
sinners,  Cbrist  died  for  us.  Unwortby  as  our  sins 
have  made  us,  we  bless  thee,  O  Lord,  thou  hast 
cared  for  the  interests  of  our  immortal  souls,  and 
by  a  scheme  of  infinite  mercy,  which  even  angels 
never  contemplate,  but  with  mysterious  awe, 
thou  hast  opened  up  a  way  of  reconciliation, 
whereby  repentant  sinners  are  brought  back  to 
thee,  their  God. 

We  rejoice  that  we  have  an  advocate  with  the 
Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous,  who  gra- 
ciously and  effectually  pleads  our  cause  before 
thine  eternal  throne.  Heavenly  Father,  enable  us 
to  take  up  our  cross,  and  follow  him.  O,  help  us 
to  enter  with  vigilance  upon  our  spiritual  warfare. 
Having  thy  blessed  Son  as  the  Captain  of  our 
salvation,  may  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels, 
nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  be  able  to  separate 
us  from  thy  love  in  him.  Gracious  God,  do  thou 
extend  the  spirit  of  piety,  and  of  true  religion. 
May  the  voice  of  prayer  ascend  to  thee  from  every 
heart,  and  incense,  and  a  pure  offering,  arise  to 
thee  from  every  dwelling  place.  Let  thy  name 
be  adored,  thy  people  greatly  blessed,  thy  church 
preserved;  and  may  the  generous  sentiments  of 
charity  prevail  more  and  more,  while  all  true 
Christians  shall  be  known  to  love  one  another. 
Blessed  Lord,  protect  us,  and  all  our  interests, 
from  evil.    Gracious  Father,  let  thy  mercy  and 
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peace  be  our  portion  in  the  Redeemer,  who,  while 
on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to  pray,  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  Saint  John's  Gas* 
pel,  the  \Ath  chapter,  from  the  1 5th  verse. 

If  ye  love  me,  keep  my  commaudments :  and  I  will 
pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another  Comforter, 
that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever;  even  the  Spirit  of 
truth;  whom  the  world  cannot  receive,  because  it  seeth 
him  not,  neither  knoweth  him :  but  ye  know  him ;  for  he 
dwelleth  with  you,  and  shall  be  in  you.  I  will  not  leave 
you  comfortless ;  I  will  come  to  you.  Yet  a  little  while, 
and  the  world  seeth  me  no  more ;  but  ye  see  me :  because 
I  Uve,  ye  shall  hve  also.  At  that  day  ye  shall  know  that 
I  am  in  my  Father,  and  ye  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  He 
that  hath  my  commandments,  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is 
that  loveth  me ;  and  he  that  loveth  me  shall  be  loved  of 
my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him,  and  will  manifest  myself 
to  him.   Judas  saith  unto  him,  not  Iscariot,  Lord,  hotr  is 
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it  that  thou  wilt  manifest  thyself  unto  us^  and  not  unto  the 
world  ?  Jesus  answered^  and  said  unto  him^  If  a  man  love 
me,  he  will  keep  my  words :  and  my  Father  will  love  him, 
and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him. 
He  that  loveth  me  not,  keepeth  not  my  sayings :  and  the 
word  which  ye  hear  is  not  mine,  but  the  Father's  which 
sent  me.  These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you,  being  yet 
present  with  you.  But  the  Comforter,  which  is  the  Holy 
Ghost,  whom  the  Father  will  send  in  my  name,  he 
shall  teach  you  all  things,  and  bring  all  things  to  your 
remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have  said  unto  you.  Peace  I 
leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you:  not  as  the 
world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart  be 
troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid.  Ye  have  heard  how  I 
said  unto  you,  I  go  away,  and  come  again  unto  you.  If 
ye  loved  me,  ye  would  rejoice,  because  I  said,  I  go  unto 
the  Father :  for  my  Father  is  greater  than  I.  And  now  I 
have  told  you  before  it  come  to  pass,  that,  when  it  is  come 
to  pass,  ye  might  beUeve.  Hereafter  I  will  not  talk  much 
with  you  :  for  the  Prince  of  this  world  cometh,  and  hath 
nothing  in  me.  But  that  the  world  may  know  that  I  love 
the  Father ;  and  as  the  Father  gave  me  commandment ; 
even  so  I  do.   Arise,  let  us  go  hence." 
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SERMON  XXVI. 

THE  SPECIAL  PROVIDENCE  OF  GOD. 

In  the  book  of  Genesis^  the  45th  chapter^  at  the 
8th  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

"  So  now^  it  was  not  you  that  sent  me  hither,  but 
God." 

Surrounded  by  bis  brethren,  who  in  the  spring- 
time of  bis  existence,  bad  cruelly  conspired  to 
shed  his  innocent  blood,  Josepb,  after  having  for- 
given all  their  past  unkindness,  comforts  and 
cherishes  them  with  the  tenderest  affection. 
Their  long  lost  brother,  now  so  unexpectedly 
made  known  to  them,  declares,  that  all  the  events 
of  his  eventful  life  were  controlled,  and  regulated 
by  the  special  providence  of  God ;  that  their 
callous  indifference  to  his  youthful  supplications 
for  pity,  had  led  to  his  high  bonours  in  Egypt; 
and  although  they  were  once  united  to  slay  him, 
that  Being,  in  whose  bands  are  the  lives  of  all 
men,  bad  so  regulated  their  unfeeling  design,  that 
it  should  in  due  time  be  the  means  of  saving  their 
own  lives,  by  a  great  deliverance. 

Though  erring  men  be  unable  to  trace  the  ways 
of  the  Divinity,  still  all  things  originate  from, 
and  are  directed  by,  bis  supreme  power.  The 
glittering  insect  which  rests  amidst  the  blossom9 
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of  the  summer  flower,  the  most  exalted  seraph 
in  heaven,  and  the  angel  that  stands  before  God's 
throne,  are  so  many  instances  of  Jehovah's  omni- 
potence ;  manifesting  to  us,  that  while  God  ani- 
mates  the  humblest  creature  that  exists,  he  also 
exercises  his  all-pervading  influence  over  the 
grandest  creations  of  his  power. 

From  the  confidence  it  would  always  confer, 
from  the  secure  trust  that  it  would  ever  cherish, 
from  the  encouragement  it  would  at  all  times 
afford,  to  a  holy  walk  and  conversation,  it  might 
be  supposed  that  no  doctrine  would  be  more 
generally  believed,  than  that  of  a  special  Provi- 
dence. Scripture  and  reason  alike  sanction  it. 
"  O  Lord,"  saith  the  Psalmist,  **  thou  hast  search- 
ed me,  and  known  me,  thou  knowest  my  down- 
sitting,  and  up-rising,  thou  understandest  my 
thoughts  afar  off*.  Thou  compassest  my  path,  and 
art  acquainted  with  all  my  ways." 

Is  it  not  then  inconsistent  with  every  idea  we 
form  of  an  infinitely  wise  God,  that  he  who  regu- 
lates the  material  universe,  should  have  no  direct 
sympathy  with  immortal  man,  the  being  who  was 
made  after  the  image  of  Grod, — or  that  the  great 
Creator,  whose  presence  the  hymn  of  nature  is 
ever  celebrating,  should  not  be  with  us,  to  keep  us 
firom  danger,  and  alike  to  guard  our  waking,  and 
our  sleeping  moments?  Yet  this  doctrine  has 
been  rejected  and  denied ;  for  in  this,  as  in  other 
doctrines  of  revelation,  ''the  fool  hath  said  in  his 
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heart,  there  is  no  God notwithstanding  the  lan- 
guage of  Scripture,  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Tes- 
tament, bears  constant  evidence  of  the  special  Pro- 
vidence of  God.  He  who  numbers  the  hairs  of  our 
head,  and  watches  the  falling  of  a  sparrow,  delights 
to  manifest  his  special  interference  in  behalf  of  his 
church  and  people.  How  often  was  Abraham 
consoled  by  the  assurance  that  God  watched  over 
him,  as  he  journeyed  to  an  unknown  country,  in 
which  there  was  no  friend  to  bid  him  welcome. 
His  God  preserved  him  from  danger,  and  enabled 
him  to  dwell  in  safety.  What  but  the  special 
providence  of  God,  arrested  the  fatal  stroke, 
about  to  descend  upon  Isaac  ?  The  patriarch's 
uplifted  arm,  obeyed  a  voice  from  heaven  which 
exclaimed,  Lay  not  thine  hand  upon  the  lad." 
When  Jacob  left  his  father's  house,  not  knowing 
whither  he  went,  did  not  God  at  Bethel  manifest 
his  presence  and  power  in  a  vision  of  angels,  and 
lead  him  to  the  happy  home  of  relations  and 
friends  ?  While  Joseph,  remembering  all  that  had 
occurred  from  the  moment  that  his  brothers  had 
conspired  against  him,  until  he  became  first  at  the 
court  of  Pharaoh,  declares  his  belief  in  God's  un- 
interrupted superintendence  in  these  words :  "  So 
now  it  was  not  you  that  sent  me  hither,  but  God." 

As  Joseph  thus  recognised  the  Divine  inter- 
ference, let  us  appeal  to  our  own  experience,  for 
proofs  of  the  special  providence  of  God.  Do  you 
not  remember  that  danger,  when,  in  extremity,  you 
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cried  to  God  for  help,  and  be  did  answer?  Do 
you  not  remember  that  sore  distress,  which  no 
human  consolation  could  alleviate,  when  even  the 
voice  of  friendship  sounded  harshly  and  obtrusively, 
and  do  you  not  remember  your  humble  appeal  for 
mercy,  ascending  unto  God,  as  you  cried  out  of 
the  depths  for  pity,  and  soon  did  light  from  on 
high  shine  on  your  soul  ?  Do  you  not  remember 
events,  trivial  apparently  in  their  origin,  or  at  first 
adverse,  afterwards  of  the  greatest  advantage  to 
your  interest  ?  Did  not  some  holy  thought,  some 
emphatic  expression,  some  hymn  of  youthful 
memory,  some  blessed  verse  of  your  Bible,  some 
striking  and  unexpected  declaration  of  mercy  from 
the  minister  of  God,  lead  you  seriously  to  con- 
sider your  immortal  interest,  as  it  directed  you  to 
the  blessed  Jesus,  whose  love  was  in  its  riches 
disclosed  to  you,  and  looking  up  to  a  crucified 
Saviour,  you  were  compelled  to  acknowledge, 
"this  is  indeed  the  Son  of  God!"  Doubt  not, 
that  it  was  the  special  and  ever  watchful  provi- 
dence of  your  heavenly  Father,  that  in  any  or  all 
of  these  means  exercised  his  love  to  you.  He  is 
not  willing  that  any  "  should  perish."  Your  joy, 
your  life,  your  all,  are  his;  from  him  emanate 
your  blessings,  and  he  is  still  willing  to  grant  you 
more,  for  God  is  ready  to  bestow  on  you  his 
pardon  for  past  transgression,  and  for  the  future 
his  Divine  grace,  to  help  you  •*  in  every  time  of 
need."  May  it  be  our  high  privilege  to  realise  in 
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our  heart,  an  abiding  sense  of  the  constant  pre- 
sence of  God.  Let  the  words  of  the  poet  be  ever 
impressed  on  our  soul : — 

"For  God  U  «rer  present  everj  where, 
lo  the  wide  wtste,  as  in  the  citj  fall." 

Let  ours  be  the  disciples'  prayer,  Lord  increase 
our  faith for  faith  with  eyes  fixed  on  immortality 
is  that  principle  which  never  forgets  God.  Faith 
sees  unveiled  in  another  world,  "  Jesus  sitting  at 
the  right  hand  of  God,"  our  Mediator,  Advocate, 
and  accepted  Sacrifice  with  the  Father.  To  such 
faith  in  the  Redeemer,  grace  will  be  added  from 
on  high,  to  renew  the  will,  and  sanctify  it  for  the 
service  of  heaven.  Compared  with  such  spiritual 
gifts,  what  are  riches  ?  fleeting  as  the  evening 
shadows;  Honours?  soon  exchanged  for  the  lowly 
grave.  Earthly  friendship  and  affection  ?  thither, 
alas  !  alas,  too  fleetly  hastening.  But  there  are 
— there  are  heavenly  riches,  that  shall  never  perish, 
immortal  honours  that  shall  never  decay.  A  love 
that  was  from,  and  shall  endure  throughout 
eternity,  even  the  love  of  Jesus.  If  we  receive 
Christ  in  our  hearts,  then  in  the  good  fight,  ours  is 
the  victory, — the  unfading  crown,  and  the  wreath  of 
glory.  O  let  us  hasten  to  obey  the  invitation  of 
our  heavenly  King!  He  still  speaks  to  us  in  love. 
Let  us  attentively  hear.  Ere  long,  to  hardened 
sinners,  how  different  his  voice  !  A  day  of  black- 
ness, and  of  darkness,  of  tempest  and  of  thunders, 
shall  from  them  enshroud  the  throne  of  mercy^ 
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and  prayers  and  supplications  shall  then  be  offered 
in  vain.  O  may  we  take  heed  "  lest  an  offer 
being  made  us  of  entering  into  his  rest,  any  of  us 
come  short  of  it and  working  out  our  salva- 
tion with  fear  and  trembling,"  let  us  persevere 
until  we  all  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  perfect 
man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness 
of  Christ.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  Grod,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord,  from  whom  all  good  things  do  come; 
grant  to  us  thy  humble  servants,  that  by  thy  holy 
inspiration  we  may  think  those  things  that  be 
good,  and  by  thy  merciful  guiding,  may  perform 
the  same,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

Heavenly  Father,  and  God  of  all  grace,  thou 
art  the  eternal  source  of  life,  and  light,  and  wis- 
dom, in  whom  dwelleth  all  perfection.  We  be- 
seech thee,  heavenly  Father,  to  bestow  upon  us 
sincere  and  sanctified  hearts  and  lips,  alike  to 
feel  thy  mercy,  and  to  speak  thy  praise.  Enter 
not  into  judgment  with  thy  servants,  O  Lord,  for 
of  ourselves  we  can  render  no  account  of  the 
number,  and  no  atonement  for  the  magnitude  of 
our  offences.  We  confess  it  is  by  thine  infinite 
mercy  alone,  we  now  come  before  thee  in  the 
name  of  our  great  Mediator  and  Advocate,  Jesus 
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Christ,  the  Lamb  of  God,  that  taketh  away  the 
sins  of  the  world.  We  bless  thee,  that  we  are 
thus  permitted  to  know  thee,  as  the  God  of  mercy 
and  of  love.  Christ  our  Passover  was  slain  for 
us.  Thou  didst  make  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who 
knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righte- 
ousness of  God  in  him.  We  pray  for  grace  to 
obey  the  commandments  of  our  Lord,  and  that 
by  pureness,  by  knowledge,  by  long-suffering,  by 
the  Holy  Ghost,  by  love  unfeigned,  by  the  power 
of  God,  by  the  armour  of  righteousness  on  the 
right  hand  and  on  the  left,  we  may  illustrate  the 
character  of  true  believers,  shewing  to  all  around 
by  our  religious  and  consistent  walk  and  conver- 
sation, that  we  have  indeed  been  with  Jesus. 

O  Lord,  may  our  future  life  evince,  that  we 
possess  somewhat  of  the  form  of  mind,  that  was 
also  in  Christ.  May  we  ever  live  as  before  thee, 
the  holy  and  the  just  God,  with  whom  we  have 
to  do.  Be  it  ours,  to  share  largely  and  con- 
stantly in  the  gifts  of  thy  Holy  Spirit :  may  his 
divine  influence  reign  in  our  hearts.  Let  all  those 
be  quickened,  who  are  yet  dead  in  sin,  and  of 
thy  great  mercy,  say  unto  ihem  "  live."  May 
thy  church  and  people  alike  experience  a  blessed 
season  of  refreshing  from  thy  presence. 

O  Lord,  we  now  commit  ourselves^  our  friends, 
and  all  our  interests  for  time  and  for  eternity  into 
thy  hands.  We  pray  thee,  watch'  over  us  and 
them,  and  let  thy  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  be  our 
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portion  in  the  Redeemer,  who  taught  us  thus  to 
pray  :— 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead 
us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil  : 
for  thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  w  in  the  Gospel  of  Saint 
Matthew,  6th  chapter,  from  the  24th  verse  to  the 
end. 

No  man  can  serve  two  masters :  for  either  he  will  hate 
the  one,  and  love  the  other;  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the 
one,  and  despise  the  other.  Ye  cannot  serve  God  and 
Mammon.  Therefore  I  say  mito  you,  take  no  thought 
for  your  life,  what  ye  shall  eat,  or  what  ye  shall  drink ; 
nor  yet  for  your  body,  what  ye  shall  put  on.  Is  not  the 
life  more  than  meat,  and  the  body  than  raiment  ?  Behold 
the  fowls  of  the  air ;  for  they  sow  not,  neither  do  they 
reap,  nor  gather  into  bams;  yet  your  heavenly  Father 
ieedeth  them.  Are  ye  not  much  better  than  they?  Which 
of  you,  by  taking  thought,  can  add  one  cubit  unto  his 
stature  7  And  why  take  ye  thought  for  raiment  ?  Consider 
the  lilies  of  the  field  how  they  grow ;  they  toil  not,  neither 
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do  they  spin :  and  yet  I  say  unto  you,  that  even  Solomon, 
in  all  his  glory,  was  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these.  Where- 
fore, if  God  so  clothe  the  grass  of  the  field,  which  to-day 
is,  and  to-morrow  is  cast  into  the  oven,  shall  he  not  much 
more  clothe  you,  O  ye  of  little  faith  ?  Therefore  take  no 
thought,  saying,  What  shall  we  eat  ?  or,  What  shall  we 
drink?  or.  Wherewithal  shall  we  be  clothed?  (for  after  all 
these  things  do  the  Gentiles  seek ;)  for  your  heavenly 
Father  knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of  all  these  things. 
But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteous- 
ness; and  all  these  things  shall  be  added  unto  you.  Take 
therefore  no  thought  for  the  morrow:  for  the  morrow  shall 
take  thought  for  the  things  of  itself.  Sufficient  unto  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof." 


SERMON  XXVII. 

TRUST  IN  GOD. 

In  Saint  Matthew's  Gospel,  the  6th  chapter,  at 
the  30th  verse,  it  is  thus  written : 

Wherefore,  if  God  so  clothe  the  grass  of  the  field, 
which  to-day  is,  and  to-morrow  is  cast  into  the  oven,  shall 
lie  not  much  more  clothe  you,  O  ye  of  Uttle  fiuth  ?" 

The  errors  and  sins  of  mankind,  which  called 
for  the  condemnation  of  our  Saviour,  did  not 
merely  comprehend  the  common  offences  of  the 
period  in  which  he  dwelt  on  earth.  Aware  of 
the  general  depravity  of  the  human  heart,  he 
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rebuked  corrupt  principles,  and  fatal  errors, 
which  did  not  exclusively  affect  his  countrymen, 
but  were  characteristic  ol  the  general  ingratitude, 
folly,  or  unbelief  of  mankind  in  every  age. 

There  are  few  sins  more  prevalent,  than 
those  that  overlook  the  present  mercies  of  Grod. 
Persons  who  indulge  such  propensities,  do  not 
consider,  that  it  is  only  by  mercy  emanating 
from  God,  that  they  live,  and  move,  and  have 
their  being.  They  forget  that  it  is  only  by 
the  Divine  favour  those  enjoyments  are  spread 
around  them,  which  give  to  life  so  many  charms. 
The  beauties  of  nature  delighting  their  eye, 
and  regaling  their  senses,  their  health,  their  com- 
fort, their  friends,  their  daily  bread,  are  all  so 
many  blessings  conferred  by  God's  indulgent 
hand,  who,  besides  these  blessings,  so  essential  to 
their  happiness,  has  added  others  innumerable, 
which  are  new  to  them  each  day,  which  are  re- 
newed every  moment.  How  earnestly,  then,  ought 
the  gracious  providence  of  God  to  be  recognised 
in  all  our  ways ;  how  truly  should  men  seek  the 
Lord,  if  haply  they  might  feel  after  him,  and  find 
him,  though  he  be  not  far  off  from  every  one  of 
us." 

Solemn,  indeed,  is  the  thought,  that  God  is 
ever  present,  yet  how  pleasing  the  impression, 
that  all  largely  share  his  bounty,  and  receive  his 
protection.  How  happy  that  state  of  feeling, 
which  delights  to  contemplate  the  wondrous 
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works  of  creation,  and  looking  upwards,  exclaims. 

My  Father,  made  them  all  !*' 

On  the  part  of  God,  all  has,  indeed,  been  good- 
ness, mercy,  and  kindness.  He  gives  us  all  things 
richly  to  enjoy.  On  the  part  of  man,  there  has 
been  ingratitude  and  distrust.  Many  inquire 
"  who  will  shew  us  any  good  ?"  They  fear  a  day 
approaching,  a  day  of  darkness,  when  they  shall 
DO  longer  enjoy  God*s  bounty.  At  present  they 
admit,  they  have  many  comforts;  but  in  the 
dreaded  future,  they  anticipate  he  will  withdraw 
his  liberal  hand,  and  leave  them  poor,  destitute, 
and  forsaken. 

To  persons  thus  desponding,  our  blessed  Saviour 
kindly  addresses  these  words.  ''Consider  the 
lilies  of  the  valley,  how  they  grow  —  if  God  so 
clothe  the  grass  of  the  field,  which  to-day  is  and 
to-morrow  is  cast  into  the  oven,  shall  he  not 
much  more  clothe  you,  O  ye  of  little  faith?" 

These  expressions  indicate,  that  the  persons 
who  distrust  God*s  providence,  err,  from  want  of 
consideration.  What  is  our  idea  of  God?  Is 
it  not  that  he  is  a  great,  and  a  wise  Being, 
who  from  his  throne  on  high  beholds  all  the 
dwellers  upon  earth?  Was  it  not  his  power 
by  which  we  first  existed  ?  His  merciful  hand 
protected  us,  when  no  other  could  aid  us.  In 
dangers  and  difficulties,  his  Almighty  arm  sur- 
rounded us.    After  sickness,  sorrow,  and  dis- 
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tress,  in  times  past,  has  he  not  restored  us  to 
health  and  happiness?  Did  he  not  prove  his 
Divine  presence  then,  and  is  he  not  the  same,  to- 
day, yesterday,  and  for  ever  ?  Yes ;  let  us  faith- 
fully consider  these  undeserved  mercies,  and  fear 
no  evil.  The  Almighty  eye  beholds  our  going 
out  and  coming  in,  and  God's  cognisance  of  these, 
implies  that  he  knows  all  our  wants  and  wishes; 
and  we  may  safely  argue  from  the  past,  that  he 
will  withhold  no  good  thing  from  those  who  trust 
in  him,  and  whose  existence  hitherto  he  hath  so 
minutely  superintended.  O  Lord,  in  thee  have 
we  trusted,  let  us  never  be  confounded.'* 

Reliance  on  God  is  also  most  blessed,  when  in 
addition  to  our  confidence  in  him  for  temporal 
benefits,  we  likewise  exhibit  a  willing  submission 
to  his  appointment,  in  the  trials  and  afflictions  of 
life.  Through  the  tears  of  worldly  sufiering,  the 
believer  can  look  up  to  heaven,  and  behold  in 
these  trials,  mercies  multiplied,  and  new  aspects  of 
God's  gracious  character  and  love  displayed.  Trust 
in  God  will  enable  his  servant  to  bow  in  submission 
to  the  Divine  appointment,  and  he  can  faithfully 
exclaim,  *'even  so  Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good 
unto  thee."  Alas!  how  few  the  number,  who 
thus  speak.  We  are  all  too  willing  to  listen  to 
the  evil  one,  who  is  ever  on  the  watch,  to  excite 
the  heart  to  distrust  God,  who  is  our  Father 
in  heaven,  and  who  never  withholds  any  good 
from  those  who  love  him.    Let  us,  then,  in  every 
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danger,  fly  to  God  our  refuge  and  our  strength. 
He  can  make  us  more  than  conquerors  through 
him  that  loved  us. 

Those  who  believe  in  Jesus  have  peculiar  rea- 
sons for  exercising  unswerving  faith,  and  confi- 
dence in  God. 

It  is  not  in  the  works  of  creation  and  provi^ 
dence  alone,  that  the,  christian  relies  on  his  Father 
in  heaven.  God's  care  of  the  tender  floweret, 
and  the  grass  that  so  soon  passeth  away,  affords 
the  strongest  evidence  that  man's  immortal  soul 
is  his  more  peculiar  care.  The  Holy  Bible  ren- 
ders this  indisputable.  Whilst  it  declares  Jeho- 
vah's care  of  the  humblest  objects  of  creation,  it 
also  declares  the  mercy  and  riches  of  his  sove- 
reign grace.  It  declares,  that  a  world  lying  in 
wickedness,  was  blessed  with  the  presence  of  a 
heavenly  Visitant.  For  that  world  he  prayed  — 
he  wept  —  he  suffered.  That  world  passed  on, 
and  knew  him  not,  or  only  noticed  to  reject  or  to 
despise  him.  When  he  announced  his  mission, 
man  listened  only  to  deride.  When  he  pro- 
claimed his  Divinity,  man  mocked  and  assaulted. 
Yet,  blessed  be  God,  some  hearts  were  melted, 
and  while  some  hearers  believed,  others  were 
forced  to  exclaim,  Never  man  spake  like  this 
man."  Nor  shall  the  acknowledgment  of  his 
Divinity  and  atonement  cease,  till  time  shall  be 
no  more.    All  ends  of  the  earth  shall  at  length 

see  the  salvation  of  our  Lord." 
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ProvideDce  is  God  in  action.  May  we  dili- 
gently mark  his  ways  of  mercy  towards  us. 

Lord,  increase  our  faith.  O  make  us  more  and 
more  thine  own."  May  we  be  more  holy  in  de- 
sire, more  heavenly  in  mind,  more  sanctified  in 
heart,  more  anxious  about  eternity.  With  our 
eye  fixed  on  the  celestial  country,  may  we  press 
forward  with  unfaltering  step,  led  by  our  gracious 
Shepherd,  who  hath  preceded  his  flock,  that  he 
might  prepare  a  place  for  them. 

Such  are  the  hopes,  that  he  who  trusts  in 
God,  as  a  reconciled  God  in  Jesus,  is  permitted 
to  enjoy.  He  is  permitted  to  ask  richest  bles- 
sings from  God.  ''Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in 
my  name,"  says  Christ,  "that  will  I  do,  that  the 
Father  may  be  glorified  in  the  Son."  Blessed 
Jesus !  with  these  thine  own  expressions,  we 
come  with  confidence  to  a  throne  of  grace,  as- 
sured that, 

"  No  man  too  largely  from  Heaven's  lore  can  hope. 
If  what  he  hopes,  he  labours  to  secure." 

What  then  shall  separate  us  from  our  confidence 
in  thee?  Shall  tribulation,  or  trial,  or  sorrow? 
Shall  prosperity,  or  happiness,  or  joy  ?  No.  We 
would  bow  with  holy  trust  to  all  thine  appoint- 
ments, entreating  that  their  fruits  may  be  increase 
of  grace,  and  progress  in  holiness.  Bind  us  ctoser 
and  closer  to  thee.  Being  reconciled  to  God,  by 
thy  precious  blood,  and  sanctified  by  the  Spirit  of 
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all  grace,  we  shall  fear  no  evil,  but  with  the  holy 
Psalmist  trust  that  Thou  wilt  guide  us  by  thy 
counsel  upon  earth,  and  afterwards  receive  us  into 
glory/^ 

To  the  careless  and  indifferent  about  their  im- 
mortal souls.  Scripture  still  calls  earnestly,  flee 
from  the  wrath  to  come."  Death  is  at  hand.  The 
destroying  angel  is  yet  abroad,  and  you  may  soon 
be  his  victims !  nor  can  his  avenging  sword  be 
arrested,  unless  you  be  sprinkled  by  the  sacred 
blood  of  a  dying  Redeemer,  which  can  alone  save 
your  souls  from  endless  misery  and  woe.  Come 
unto  him,  weary  and  heavy  laden  with  iniquity 
ihough  you  be,  Jesus  is  still  willing  to  give  you 
rest.  With  full  purpose  of  heart,  therefore,  be 
exhorted  to  cleave  unto  the  Lord,"  and  forsake 
every  sinful  way.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  fray. 

O  GoD^  the  King  of  Glory,  who  hast  exalted 
thine  only  Son  Christ  Jesus  with  great  triumph 
unto  thy  kingdom  in  heaven ;  we  beseech  thee, 
leave  us  not  comfortless;  but  send  to  us  thine 
Holy  Ghost  to  comfort  us,  and  exalt  us  unto  the 
same  place  whither  our  Saviour  Christ  is  gone 
before,  who  liveth  and  reigneth  with  thee  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  one  God,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 


O  thou,  that  art  the  light  of  Israel,  the  guardian 
of  thy  people  in  every  age,  the  God  who  hast  pre- 
served, and  kept  us  until  now  ;  we  bow  before  f 
throne  of  grace,  in  the  attitude  of  humble  petition 
ers,  although  all  unworthy  of  the  least  of  thy  mei 
cies.    Unfallen  angels,  and  seraphim  in  heave? 
veil  their  faces  with  their  wings  in  the  light 
thy  purity,  O  God  ;  but  truly  to  us  belong  shanr 
and  confusion  of  face,  for  we  have  been  as  reb 
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lious  children.  Our  sins  have  separated  between  us 
and  God ;  by  them  our  hearts  have  been  corrupted 
and  defiled.  We  have  been  as  strangers  to  thy 
law,  although  proclaimed  by  thyself  from  heaven. 
We  have  not  hailed  Jesus  as  Messiah,  our  Prince, 
although  announced  by  thee  from  on  high,  as  thy 
well  beloved  Son.  Yet,  in  infinite  mercy,  thou 
hast  spared  us,  to  know  our  guilt ;  and  now,  lowly 
and  penitent,  in  thy  presence,  we  entreat  for  par- 
don, through  the  righteousness  of  him  who  died  to 
satisfy  thy  justice,  and  to  rescue  us  from  ever- 
lasting woe. 

We  bless  thee,  that  Jesus  who  died,  and  who 
rose  again  triumphant  over  death  and  the  grave, 
is  now  at  thy  right  hand,  a  Mediator  and  Advocate 
for  thy  people.  We  confess  that  we  have  no 
other  means  of  access  to  thee,  as  a  reconciled 
Grod,  than  by  his  purifying  blood  :  and  we  lay  all 
our  help  upon  him,  and  declare  him  to  be  all  our 
salvation  and  our  hope.  We  pray  that  we  may 
show  our  zeal  for  our  Lord,  by  keeping  his  com- 
mandments. By  crucifying  our  sinful  affections, 
our  hearts  being  renewed  by  the  Spirit  in  Christ 
Jesus. 

Lord,  bless  thy  church :  may  it  continue,  like 
a  goodly  tree,  planted  in  the  midst  of  the  land. 

Lord,  hear  our  prayers  for  the  mourner,  and 
the  sick,  and  the  dying.  Let  them  all  share  thy 
consolations,  which  are  neither  few  nor  small. 

O  Lord,  graciously  bless  our  friends,  forgive 
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our  enemies,  and  mercifully  hear  our  prayers,  for 
Christ  Jesus'  sake,  who,  while  on  earth,  taught  us 
thus  to  pray :  — 

Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  Saint  John^s  Gos- 
pel, the  20th  chapter,  from  the  llth  to  the  22nd 
verse. 

But  Mary  stood  without  at  the  sepulchre,  weeping : 
and,  as  she  wept,  she  stooped  down,  and  looked  into  the 
sepulchre,  and  seeth  two  angels  in  white  sitting,  the  one  at 
the  head,  and  the  other  at  the  feet,  where  the  body  of 
Jesus  had  lain.  And  they  say  unto  her.  Woman,  why 
weepest  thou  ?  She  saith  unto  them.  Because  they  have 
taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I  know  not  where  they  have 
laid  him.  And  when  she  had  thus  said,  she  turned  herself 
back,  and  saw  Jesus  standing,  and  knew  not  that  it  was 
Jesus.  Jesus  saith  unto  her.  Woman,  why  weepest  tliou  ? 
whom  seekest  thou  ?  She,  supposing  him  to  be  the  gar- 
dener, saith  unto  him,  Sir,  if  thou  have  borae  him  hence, 
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tell  me  where  thou  hast  laid  him,  and  I  will  take  him 
away.  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Mary.  She  turned  herself, 
and  saith  unto  him,  Rabboni;  which  is  to  say,  Master. 
Jesus  saith  unto  her,  Touch  me  not ;  for  I  am  not  yet  as- 
cended to  my  Father :  but  go  to  my  brethren,  and  say 
unto  them,  I  ascend  unto  my  Father,  and  your  Father ; 
and  to  my  God,  and  your  Qod.  Mary  Magdalene  came 
and  told  the  disciples  that  she  had  seen  the  Lord,  and  that 
he  had  spoken  these  things  unto  her.  Then  die  same  day 
at  evening,  being  the  first  day  of  the  week,  when  the  doors 
were  shut  where  the  disciples  were  assembled  for  fear  of 
the  Jews,  came  Jesus,  and  stood  in  the  midst,  and  saith 
unto  them.  Peace  be  unto  you.  And  when  he  had  so 
said,  he  showed  unto  them  his  hands  and  his  side.  Then 
were  the  disciples  glad  when  they  saw  the  Lord.  Then 
said  Jesus  to  them  again.  Peace  be  unto  you:  as  my 
Father  hath  sent  me,  even  so  send  I  you.  And  when  he 
had  said  this,  he  breathed  on  them,  and  saith  unto  them. 
Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost." 


SERMON  XXVIII. 

CHRIST  THE  ASCENDED  SAVIOUR. 

In  Saint  John's  Gospel,  the  20th  chapter,  at  the 
17 th  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

Go  to  my  brethren,  and  say  unto  them,  I  ascend  to 
my  Father,  and  your  Father;  and  to  my  God,  and  your 
God." 

If  to  this  life  only  the  hopes  of  the  Christiau 
were  limited,  his  sources  of  happiness  were  few 

T 


274  Sunday  after  Ascension  Day. 

indeed.  But  the  resurrection  of  Christ  from  the 
dead,  gives  the  assurance  of  a  more  enduring  ex- 
istence, of  peace  and  of  joy,  an  abiding  city  in 
EmanueVs  land,  where  the  presence  of  God  shall 
diffuse  on  all  around  serenity,  holiness,  and  bles- 
sedness. There  no  tear  shall  fall,  no  sigh  be 
uttered,  no  suffering  endured.  There  Deity  fillis 
every  heart  with  gladness,  and  tunes  every  voice 
to  praise.  Such  prospects,  and  such  promises, 
direct  the  believer's  thoughts  to  that  heaven, 
whither  his  Saviour  hath  ascended,  and  where 
all  his  hopes  shall  be  fully  realised.  A  place  of 
bliss  and  of  glory.  Jesus,  the  disciple's  brother, 
God  his  Father,  and  his  God. 

Christ  having  ascended  from  the  grave,  aad  sat 
down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high, 
pleads  for  his  people,  as  their  Mediator,  Re*' 
deemer,  and  Friend.  From  his  throne,  he  sends 
down  grace  to  help  them  for  the  future,  and 
beholds,  with  unchangeable  love,  his  church,  his 
people,  and  his  sincere  worshippers. 

To  know  Christ  savingly,  we  must  first  know 
him  in  our  character  of  guilty  and  miserable 
offenders.  We  must  approach  him,  as  penitentd^ 
unworthy  of  his  grace,  but  still  hoping  in  its 
fulness  and  power.  While  we  confess  that  in 
our  heart,  there  is  no  good  thing,  we  must  not 
despair  of  the  boundless  love  of  Grod  in  the  Re- 
deemer. If  we  be  sincere  penitents,  if  we  come 
in  faith,  to  the  Saviour,  he  addresses  his  Fa- 
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ther,  "Father,  forgive  them."  He  presents  all 
their  tears^  and  sorrows,  and  sighs,  and  Grod  for 
his  sake  accepts  and  pardons.  Zealous  for  the 
safety  of  his  people,  watching  with  unceasing  vigi- 
lance the  little  flock,  still  his  peculiar  care,  de- 
sirous that  not  a  blossom  on  his  vine  should  fail, 
that  not  a  member  of  his  church  should  perish,  he 
views  with  deepest  intefest  the  heart  of  every 
believer,  and  knowing  the  power  of  the  christian's 
enemy,  Jesus,  when  sought  and  prayed  for,  lends 
his  gracious  aid,  enabling  all  his  faithful  followers 
thus  to  rejoice:  —  "Thanks  be  unto  God,  who 
giveth  us  the  victory,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ." 

Christ  having  ascended  to  his  Father,  by  his 
mediation  for  his  people,  procures  from  God 
"grace  to  help  them."  Although  those  that  be 
Christ's  have  put  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds, 
one  proof  that  they  are  his,  is,  an  abiding  recol- 
lection of  their  many  defections  from  his  service. 
How  numerous  the  duties  of  omission,  for  which 
even  the  most  faithful  follower  of  Jesus  is  called 
upon  to  grieve !  He  has  to  mourn  over  prayer  neg- 
lected, opportunities  of  religious  instruction  unim^ 
proved,  charities  and  kindnesses  unfulfilled,  and 
God's  providence  distrusted.  This  sorrow  is  the 
seed  implanted  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  prepare  his 
heart  for  a  dwelling  place.  With  a  soul  touched 
by  the  sacred  fire  of  Divine  love,  "  he  sets  the 
Lord  continually  before  him."    He  remembers 
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that  sin  denies  the  omnipresence  of  God,  and  be 
would  not  be  an  Infidel.  He  strives  after  the 
example  and  precepts  of  Jesus.  He  loves  his  God, 
and  his  fellow-men  made  after  the  image  of  Crod. 
He  is  filled  ''with  the  fruits  of  righteousness, 
which  are  by  Jesus  Christ,  unto  the  praise  and 
glory  of  God." 

Christ  having  ascended  to  his  Father,  by  his 
mediation,  proves  himself  still  to  be  our  gracious 
Friend:  his  friendship  is  exercised  for  us,  it  is 
never  ceasing,  and  it  is  effectual.  The  worldly 
friend  may  change,  but  here  is  a  Friend  that  faileth 
never.  The  worldly  friend  may  part  from  us,  but 
'  Jesus  will  never  leave  nor  forsake  us.  He  will  be 
with  his  people  "  always,  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world  "  As  death  advances  to  the  couch  of 
the  dying  unbeliever,  if  power  to  think  be  still  re- 
tained in  his  fluttering  soul,  how  fearful  his  an- 
ticipations !  While  by  the  dying  saint,  the  last 
messenger  may  be  welcomed,  as  about  to  invite 
him  to  a  heavenly  home,  death  is  to  the  impeni- 
tent sinner  as  the  mighty  angel  who  terrified  the 
soldiers  while  they  guarded  Christ's  tomb,  and  to 
the  redeemed  saint,  like  the  radiant  being  who 
consoled  the  affectionate  Mary,  when  she  came  to 
visit  it.  O  what  tongue  can  tell,  what  seraphic 
strain  describe,  the  boundless,  and  ceaseless 
friendship  of  Jesus  for  his  people.  Jesus  looked 
with  compassion  on  our  fallen  world,  and  from 
heaven  descended  for  its  salvation.    Jesus,  who 
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dwelt  in  the  bright  mansions  of  glory,  made  him- 
self, of  no  reputation,  assumed  a  human  form, 
strove  with,  and  overcame  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness, wore  the  purple  robe  of  contempt,  held  in 
his  hand  the  reed  of  sceptre  mockery,  drank  the 
cup  of  wrath,  and  poured  forth  his  precious  blood, 
as  he  suffered  on  the  bitter  cross.  These  suffer- 
ings were  the  return  from  men,  for  the  love  he 
bore  them ;  and  yet,  when  he  ascended,  behold 
what  manner  of  love  he  still  bears  towards  us. 

Sending  down  gifts  from  on  high pleading 
our  cause :  raising  his  true  disciples  to  the  exalted 
rank  and  invaluable  privileges  of  the  sons  of 
God!" 

When  Christ  shall  again  descend  upon  earth,  it 
will  be  as  judge  of  the  quick  and  the  dead.  A 
scene,  such  as  hath  never  been  gazed  on  by 
mortal  eye,  shall  then  be  displayed.  Angels 
hovering  around  their  Lord,  ready  to  obey  his 
commands.  The  horses  of  fire,  and  the  chariots 
of  fire,  the  ranks  of  ministering  spirits,  the  sound 
of  the  trumpet,  the  dead  small  and  great  arising 
from  their  graves,  have  all  a  part  in  the  wondrous 
scene.  At  that  hour,  how  dreadful  the  doom  of 
those  who  have  refused  offered  mercy,  and  re- 
jected Jesus,  who  have  denied  him  before  men, 
and  who  are  now*  to  be  denied  by  him  before  his 
heavenly  Father,  and  the  assembled  hosts  of 
celestial  spirits.  Tribulation,  and  anguish,  and 
'woe  —  the  worm  that  dieth  not  —  the  fire  un- 
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quenchable,  must  to  the  guilty  be  an  inevitable 
doom.  But  that  doom  shall  not  await  you,  re- 
turning Sinner !  if  you  will  come  unto  God,  who 
is,  for  the  sake  of  your  Mediator  Christ  Jesus, 
still  willing  to  receive  you.  Sabbath  after  sab- 
bath, week  after  week,  holy  communion  after 
communion,  has  been  granted  you.  Every  such 
period  was  a  call  to  turn  from  your  evil  way,  and 
to  give  your  heart  unto  holiness.  Remember  if 
you  remain  in  your  sins,  although  another  op- 
portunity of  repentance  has  again  approached, 
that  opportunity  may  be  your  last:  and  if  re- 
jected, your  next  call  will  be  before  the  judgment^ 
seat  of  God.  Consider,  although  Jesus  still  waits 
to  be  gracious,  your  eternal  doom  may  depend  on 
your  acceptance  of  his  offered  mercy  at  this  mo- 
ment. "  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  O  why  would  you 
die."  "  Consider  your  latter  end,  and  apply  your 
heart"  unto  true  "  wisdom."  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  Grod,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 


279 


WHIT  SUNDAY. 


Let  us  pray. 

God,  who  as  at  this  time  didst  teach  the  hearts  of 
thy  faithful  people^  by  the  sending  to  them  the 
light  of  thy  Holy  Spirit ;  grant  us  by  the  same 
Spirit  to  have  a  right  judgment  in  all  things,  and 
evermore  to  rejoice  in  his  holy  comfort,  through 
the  merits  of  Christ  Jesus  our  Saviour,  who  liveth 
and  reigneth  with  thee,  in  the  unity  of  the  same 
Spirit,  one  God,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

Heavenly  and  Eternal  Father,  whose  throne  is 
on  high,  whose  eyes  behold,  and  whose  eyelids 
try  the  children  of  men,  we  are  unworthy  to  ap- 
proach the  place  where  thine  honour  dwelleth. 
Early  were  we  cast  upon  thy  care.  In  tender 
infancy  thou  didst  preserve  us.  In  youth,  thou 
didst  protect  us.  Our  maturer  years  have  been 
enriched  by  thy  bounty ;  goodness,  and  mercy, 
have  followed  us  all  the  days  of  our  life.  O  Lord, 
we  confess  our  manifold  sins,  and  we  lament  our 
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transgressions  and  iniquities  before  thee.  They 
are  more  than  we  can  number,  but  not  more  than 
thou  canst  pardon,  for  the  extent  of  thy  redeem- 
ing grace  is  boundless  as  its  value.  Christ  died, 
that  all  who  come  unto  thee  through  him,  may 
be  made  alive.  Gracious  God,  we  entreat  ever 
to  be  followers  of  Jesus.  We  acknowledge  him 
as  our  Prophet,  our  Priest,  and  our  King.  May 
he  always  rule  and  reign  over  us,  and  we  be  the 
willing  subjects  of  his  power.  May  the  Saviour 
send  from  on  high,  the  Spirit  of  all  grace  to  dwell 
in  us  richly,  for  we  are  unable  to  fulfil  any  duty 
aright  without  his  gracious  aid.  O  may  we  grow 
in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  Grant,  O  our  God,  that, 
washed  in  the  blood  of  Jesus,  sustained  by  an 
unwavering  faith  and  a  joyful  hope,  possessing 
heavenly  piety,  and  that  peace  which  the  world 
cannot  give  nor  take  away,  animated  by  true 
holiness,  enjoying  more  communion  with  thee, 
more  ardour  after  the  things  that  are  unseen  and 
eternal,  living  on  earth  with  our  heart  in  heaven, 
we  may  walk  according  to  thy  divine  will,  and 
rejoice  in  thy  blessed  service.  Lord,  increase  our 
faith,  make  thy  chosen  people  joyful.  May  many 
be  daily  added  to  the  church  of  such  as  shall  be 
saved.  Lord,  grant  thy  consolation  to  the  af- 
flicted. When  all  thy  waves  and  billows  have 
gone  over  them,  do  thou  command  deliverance  for 
thy  people.    Lord,  bless  our  friends,  forgive  ocir 
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enemies.  Stablish  us  more  and  more  in  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus.  For  his  sake  pardon  all  our 
sins,  and  to  thee,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit  of 
all  grace,  be  glory  everlasting. 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  Second  Epistle 
of  St.  Peter,  the  3rd  chapter,  beginning  at  the  8th 
verse. 

**  But,  beloved,  be  not  ignorant  of  this  one  thing,  that  one 
day  is  with  the  Lord  as  a  thousand  years,  and  a  thousand 
years  as  one  day.  The  Lord  is  not  slack  concerning  his 
promise,  as  some  men  count  slackness ;  but  is  long-suffer- 
ing to  usward,  not  willing  that  any  should  perish,  but  that 
all  should  come  to  repentance.  But  the  day  of  the  Lord 
will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night ;  in  the  which  the  heavens 
shall  pass  away  with  a  great  noise,  and  the  elements  shall 
melt  with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  also,  and  the  works  that 
are  therein,  shall  be  burned  up.  Seeing  then  that  all  these 
tilings  shall  be  dissolved,  what  manner  of  persons  ought 
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ye  to  be  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godliness :  looking 
for  and  hastening  unto  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God, 
wherein  the  heavens,  being  on  fire,  shall  be  dissolved,  and 
the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent  heat?  Nevertheless 
we,  according  to  his  promise,  look  for  new  heavens  and  a 
new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteousness.  Wherefore, 
beloved,  seeing  that  ye  look  for  such  things,  be  diligent 
that  ye  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace  without  spot  and 
blameless:  and  account  that  the  long-sufferii^  of  our 
Lord  is  salvation ;  even  83  our  bebved  brother  Paul  als<^ 
according  to  the  wisdom  given  unto  him,  hath  written  unto 
you ;  as  also  in  all  his  epistles,  speaking  in  them  of  these 
things ;  in  which  are  some  things  hard  to  be  understood, 
which  they  that  are  unlearned  and  unstable  wrest,  as  they 
do  also  the  other  Scriptures,  unto  their  own  destruction. 
Ye  therefore,  beloved,  seeing  ye  know  these  things  before, 
beware  lest  ye  also,  being  led  away  with  the  error  of  the 
wicked,  fall  from  your  own  stediastness:  but  grow  in  grace, 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.   To  him  be  glory  both  now  and  for  ever."  Amen. 


SERMON  XXIX. 

THE  CHRISTIAN'S  ATTAINMENTS  PROGRESSIVE. 

In  St.  Peter's  Second  Epistle,  the  3rd  chapter,  at 
the  I8th  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

*^  But  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ'' 

The  christian's  life  is  variously  represented  in 
Scripture.    It  is  represented  as  a  combat,  for 
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which,  from  the  armoury  of  heaven,  Ood  hath 
supplied  the  true  believer  with  spiritual  weapons 
fiir  his  protection  and  defence.  It  is  represented 
as  a  race,  for  which  a  heavenly  crown  is  to  reward 
the  victor.  It  is  represented  as  a  tree,  cherished 
by  the  sanctifying  influence  of  celestial  blessings, 
and  bringing  forth  holy  fruits  unto  perfection. 
As  in  worldly  affairs,  he  who  is  most  successful, 
requires  to  apply  to  his  purposes  every  new  dis- 
covery, and  to  proceed  diligently  in  the  march  of 
improvement,  so  he  who  would  grow  in  grace," 
must  assiduously  employ  every  means  in  his 
power  for  the  attainment  of  an  object  so  impor- 
tant to  his  highest  interest. 

Exalted  as  the  privileges  of  the  believer  are  in 
this  transitory  scene,  he  is  only  advancing^  and 
has  not  attained  to  the  fulness  of  perfection.  His 
growth  in  grace,  is  generally  gradual,  and  requires 
constant  and  zealous  watchfulness.  For  its  exer- 
cise and  advancement,  God  hath  communicated 
in  his  word,  the  means  which  the  christian  is  to 
employ ;  means,  which,  sanctified  by  the  influence 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  are  peculiarly  qualified  for  his 
spiritual  nourishment,  and  for  his  attainment  to 
the  fulness  of  perfection  in  Christ.  These  means 
of  increasing  holiness  in  the  heart,  are  numerous 
and  powerful,  distinguishing  those  who  employ 
them  from  the  worldling  and  profane.  Enlighten- 
ing their  mind,  increasing  their  love  to  God,  and 
uniting  in  them  to  the  other  chara.cteristics  of  the 
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true  believer,  godliness,  brotherly  kindness,  and 
charity. 

What  then  are  those  means,  by  which  a  gracious 
God  hath  afforded  to  those  who  know  him  in 
Christ,  that  they  may  "grow  in  grace?" 

A  true  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  is  indispensable  to  our  growth  in 
grace."  From  the  fountain  opened  in  Zion  flow 
all  those  springs,  which  refresh  and  invigorate 
the  heart  of  the  christian  pilgrim.  Possessing 
the  image  of  Christ  in  his  soul,  and  the  seal 
of  Christ  upon  his  forehead,  the  Christians 
progress  through  life  is  marked  by  new  and 
abounding  proofs  of  holiness  of  heart,  and  devo- 
tion to  the  service  of  his  Lord,  and  the  better  he 
knows,  and  the  more  diligently  he  serves,  his 
heavenly  Saviour,  he  grows  in  grace,  he  loves  his 
God,  and  cares  for  the  happiness  of  mankind.  I 
am  the  vine,"  saith  Jesus,  ye  are  the  branches. 
He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same 
bringeth  forth  much  fruit,  for  without  me  ye  can 
do  nothing." 

The  christian  "  grows  in  grace,"  as  he  more  ear- 
nestly contemplates,  and  more  deeply  feels,  the 
love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord.  It  is  the 
Saviour's  love,  that  first  induces  him  to  approach 
God,  as  a  reconciled  God  and  merciful  Father. 
And  it  is  his  experience  of  its  influence  that 
causes  him  to  love  his  Lord,  and  to  desire  those 
spiritual  graces,  which  so  eminently  adorned  the 


Whit  Sunday. 


285 


character  of  Jesus.  He  contemplates  with  holy 
wonder,  the  proofs  of  a  Saviour's  love,  as  mani- 
fested towards  even  the  chief  of  sinners.  He  re- 
members that  solemn  hour  in  the  human  history, 
when  all  heaven  was  silent,  to  mark  the  vengeance 
of  Almighty  God  on  rebellious  and  sinful  man. 
But  instead  of  thunder,  and  fire,  and  storm,  bui-st- 
ing  forth  upon  the  guilty,  Mercy's  supplicating 
voice  was  then  heard.  The  Son  of  God*s  love, 
interceded  for  offending  man.  "  Lo,  I  come,  in 
the  volume  of  thy  book  it  is  written  of  me,  to  do 
thy  will,  O  God.*'  And  then,  after  such  a  decla- 
ration from  Jesus,  instead  of  blackness  and  dark- 
ness, and  despair,  these  words  are  announced 
from  heaven — on  earth  peace,  goodwill  to  men !" 
"  Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  unspeakable  gift," 
let  the  christian  reply,  "  by  grace  we  are  saved 
through  faith." 

The  christian  *'  grows  in  grace,"  by  earnest 
prayer.  In  his  family,  and  in  his  chamber,  he 
continues  "  instant  in  prayer,"  and  he  soon  per- 
ceives its  advantages.  His  example  adds  influ- 
ence to  all  his  precepts.  He  feels  himself  re- 
sponsible for  the  souls  around  him,  and  therefore 
in  their  presence  he  commends  them  to  that  God, 
whose  Fatherly  protection  they  have  all  experi- 
enced. With  them  he  pours  forth  the  language  of 
confession,  thanksgiving,  and  praise.  That  prayer 
is  heard,  that  prayer  is  accepted  through  the  Be- 
loved.   "  He  that  spared  not  his  only  Son,  but 
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gave  him  to  the  death  for  us  all,  shall  be  not  with 
him  also  freely  give  us  all  things  The  blessings 
of  "effectual,  fervent  prayef,"  who  can  number! 
We  "  grow  in  grace  "  by  prayer,  for  it  unites  our 
soul  to  its  Creator.  It  raises  us  from  earth  to 
heaven.  It  gives  to  time  the  holy  communings  of 
eternity.  It  is  a  gift  we  can  always  exercise.  It 
aspires  to  heaven,  as  well  from  the  dungeon  as 
from  the  palace,  and  whether  clothed  in  audible 
language,  or  mingled  amidst  the  holy  aspirations 
of  a  contrite  hearty  if  sanctified  by  the  Spirit  of 
all  grace,  and  presented  through  the  incense  of 
the  Redeemer's  sacrifice,  it  opens  the  treasuries 
of  heaven,  and  brings  down  the  most  precious 
gifts  from  on  high ! 

The  christian  "  grows  in  grace**  by  God's  bles- 
sing on  the  faithful  perusal  of  the  holy  Scriptures, 
which  make  men  wise  unto  salvation.  That  he 
may  glorify  God,  it  is  imperative,  that  the  true 
disciple  be  acquainted  with  that  character,  which 
of  himself  God  has  graciously  revealed.  God  s 
character  is  indeed  Divine,  and  in  all  its  attributes 
incomprehensible,  yet  the  sacred  page  of  Scrip* 
ture  discloses  a  glimpse  of  those  heavenly  features 
whose  beauty,  and  holiness,  and  grandeur,  the 
christian  can  reverence,  admire,  and  adore,  al- 
though their  infinitude  he  shall  never,  even  in 
heaven,  be  fully  able  to  comprehend.  The  con-* 
templation  of  these  powers,  however,  affect  his 
heart,  and  perceiving  from  the  Bible,  not  only  the 
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glory  and  the  greatness,  but  the  infinite  mercy 
and  love  displayed  in  the  character  of  God,  his 
soul  is  filled  with  sacred  admiration  and  joy, 
while  he  exclaims,  Who  is  like  nnto  thee,  O 
Grod?  Glorious  in  holiness,  fearful  in  praises,  doing 
Wonders/'  At  such  a  time,  elevated  upon  the 
mount  of  christian  privilege,  he  does  not  forget 
he  is  still  in  a.  world,  alienated  from  its  Creator. 
The  higher  his  privileges,  the  more  diligent  his 
circumspection.  His  Bible  is  his  guides  The 
law  of  the  Lord  is  in  bis  heart.  He  dielights  in 
Grod's  statutes.  They  are  the  subjects  of  his 
meditation  by  day  and  by  night.  The  statutes  of 
the  Lord  are  his  song  in  the  house  of  his  pil- 
grimage. May  the  Holy  Spirit  give  us  power 
to.  read,  understand,  and  inwardly  digest,  those 
sacred  rules,  which  alone  can  guide  us  in  the  path 
of  peace,  and  in  the  road  to  happiness. 

Chiistians  "grow  in  grace,"  by  a  diligent  wait- 
ing upon  God,  in  the  exercise  of  public  worship. 
"I  will  come,"  saith  the  Psalmist,  "into  thy 
house,  in  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies,  and  in  thy 
fear  will  I  worship  toward  thy  holy  temple." 
Over  that  temple  the  Divine  glory  shone.  Its 
sacred  courts  were  hallowed  by  the  presence  of 
Jehovah.  Zion  is  still  a  place  the  Lord  cherishes 
and  loves,  and  when  within  her  gates  his  people 
assemble,  there  he  is  in  the  midst. 

Within  the  sacred  courts  of  our  God,  we  are  in 
the  path  of  duty.    Therein  we  hear  his  most  holy 


288 


Whit  Sunday. 


word,  and  are  privileged  to  listen  to  his  servant, 
as  he  declares  Jesus  to  be  *'the  way,  and  the 
truth,  and  the  life."  Therein  pardon  is  proclaimed 
to  perishing  sinners,  love  and  mercy  announced, 
and  the  willingness  of  Jehovah  to  supply  all  our 
need,  "  according  to  his  riches  in  glory  by  Christ 
Jesus."  In  God's  holy  temple,  we  feel  ourselves 
peculiarly  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord  of  all-  We 
are  called  to  consider  our  most  important  interests, 
and  to  attend  to  the  things  that  concern  our 
peace.  Thus  God  makes  the  reading,  but  es- 
pecially the  hearing  of  the  word,  an  effectual 
means  of  convincing  and  converting  sinners,  and 
of  building  them  up"  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

The  christian  grows  in  grace,"  by  spiritually 
partaking  of  the  holy  Eucharist.  He  finds  at 
this  feast  of  love,  Christ's  body  to  be  meat  indeed, 
and  his  blood  to  be  drink  indeed.  At  this  holy 
ordinance,  Jesus  presides.  God  witnesseth.  The 
Holy  Ghost  is  given.  Angels  are  spectators,  and 
redeemed  sinners  the  invited  and  welcome  guests. 
This  heavenly  feast  qualifies  the  true  disciple  for 
more  noble  exertion  in  his  Master's  cause,  and  the 
Comforter  sheds  more  spiritual  power  upon  the 
believing  heart.  From  this  feast  of  love,  a  hal- 
lowing influence  emanates  over  the  christian's 
thoughts  and  actions.  His  aspirations  ascend  to 
that  bright  world,  whither  He  hath  gone,  who 
once  in  an  upper  chamber  in  Jerusalem,  distri- 
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buted  with  his  own  hand  the  consecrated  bread, 
and  invited  all  his  disciples,  to  drink  of  the  sacred 
wine. 

The  cup,  which  is  the  New  Testament  in  his 
blood,  is  indeed  blessed  to  all  who  love  Jesus. 
To  them  the  bread  is  the  bread  of  life,  and  the 
wine  is  the  blood  shed  for  the  remission  of  the 
sins  of  many.  May  we,  as  true  followers  of  a 
risen  Lord,  neglect  no  opportunity  of  ascending 
to  this  holy  mount  of  ordinances,  to  meet  our 
Lord.  With  the  spirit  of  grace  dwelling  within 
us  richly,  may  his  holy  presence  be  manifested 
by  "love,  peace,  long-suffering,  gentleness,  good- 
ness, faith,  meekness,  temperance." 

In  employing  the  appointed  means  for  our 
growth  in  grace,"  let  us  never  forget  our  de- 
pendence upon  God  who  affords,  and  upon  the 
Holy  Spirit  who  applies  them.  Let  us  never  for- 
get, that  Jesus  our  Mediator,  is  the  procuring 
cause  of  them  all.  To  infinite,  redeeming  love, 
we  owe  every  blessing  poured  forth  on  the  method 
Grod  hath  appointed,  for  our  spiritual  improvement. 
When  holy  desires  for  God's  glory,  and  the  salva- 
tion of  mankind  possess  our  heart  —  when  we 
delight  in  God's  law,  and  yet  trust  for  salvation 
only  in  Christ — when  we  do  indeed  feel,  that 
Jesus  died  **forus;"  let  us  gratefully  hail  those 
emanations  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  as  proofs  of  our 
progress  in  the  path  of  piety.  Earnestly  let  us 
entreat,  that  the  light  of  Divine  grace,  may  shine 
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more  and  more  into  our  heart,  until  at  length,  our 
soul  shall  be  united  for  ever,  with  its  Father  and 
its  God,  in  the  mansions  of  blessedness.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  al- 
ways. Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

ALMiGiHrY  aud  everlasting  God,  who  hast  given 
unto  us  thy  servants  grace  by  the  confession  of  a 
true  faith  to  acknowledge  the  glory  of  the  eternal 
Trinity,  and  in  the  power  of  the  Divine  Majesty 
to  worship  the  Unity ;  we  beseech  thee,  that  thou 
wouldst  keep  us  steadfast  in  this  faith,  and  ever- 
more defend  us  from  all  adversities,  who  livest 
and  reignest,  one  God,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

O  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  one  God, 
eternal  source  of  life,  and  light,  and  joy,  by  whom 
all  things  exist,  in  whom  we  live,  and  move,  and 
have  our  being.  Before  thy  glory,  O  Lord,  hea- 
venly intelligences  veil  their  faces  with  their 
wings,  and  yet  so  rich  the  atoning  blood  of  Jesus, 
that  we  are  enabled  at  this  time  to  approach  thy 
presence,  with  good  hope  through  grace,  that  we 
can  come  acceptably,  our  sins  being  pardoned, 
our  confessions  heard,  and  our  prayer  graciously 
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answered,  for  the  sake  of  our  exalted,  and  ever- 
blessed  Redeemer.  We  confess  our  unworthi- 
ness.  We  have  had  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in 
departing  from  thee  the  living  and  true  God,  and 
of  a  truth,  we  might  have  been  righteously 
doomed  to  darkness,  and  to  despair,  hadst  thou 
been  extreme  to  punish.  But  thou  art  a  God  of 
love,  and  of  long-suffering.  Blessed  be  thy  name, 
O  Lord,  thou  hast  spared  us,  to  see  the  error  of 
our  ways.  On  our  path,  thou  hast  caused  light 
to  arise,  and  the  glory  from  the  cross  of  Christ, 
to  illumine  our  otherwise  darkened,  and  lost  souls. 
O  Lord,  pardon  our  past  sins,  through  Christ  our 
Sacrifice,  sacrificed  for  us  sinners.  Say  to  each 
one  now  before  thee,  son,  daughter,  be  of  good 
cheer,  thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee.  May  the  blood 
of  Christ,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  offered 
himself  without  spot  to  God,  purify  our  con- 
science from  dead  works,  to  serve  thee  the  living 
and  only  true  God.  Let  thy  Spirit  witness  with 
our  spirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God ;  heirs 
of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ.  Emulating 
the  high  distinction  of  christian  disciples,  may 
we  set  the  Lord  continually  before  us,  and  what- 
soever things  are  pure,  lovely,  and  of  good  re- 
port, may  we  think  on  these  things.  We  bless 
thee  that  the  great  truths  of  religion,  are  plain  to 
our  understanding.  We  pray  that  we  may  re- 
strain ourselves,  and  avoid  vain  attempts  to  com- 
prehend those  unspeakable  mysteries,  which  be- 
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long  to  thy  name,  and  character.  May  we  par- 
take of  the  simplicity  which  is  in  Christ.  May 
we  come  as  little  children  to  the  perusal  of  thy 
word.  May  we  be  all  taught  of  thee.  Gracious 
God,  we  pray  thee  to  assist  the  feeble.  En- 
courage the  timid.  Strengthen  the  weak,  and 
bless  all  faithful  believers.  May  weeping  suf- 
ferers find  consolation  in  thee.  The  sick  a  phy- 
sician, the  dying  a  friend,  and  do  thou  hear  and 
accept  these  our  humble  petitions,  in  the  name, 
and  for  the  sake  of  thy  beloved  Son,  who,  while 
on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to  pray  :  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

Tlie  portion  of  Scripture^  is  in  the  2nd  chapter  of 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  frorn  the  37th  verse. 

"  Now,  when  they  heard  this,  they  were  pricked  in  their 
heart,  and  said  unto  Peter,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  apostles, 
Men  and  bretliren,  what  shall  we  do  /  Then  Peter  said 
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unto  them^  Repent^  and  be  baptized,  every  one  of  you  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye 
shall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  For  the  promise 
is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off, 
even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall  call.  And  with 
many  other  words  did  he  testify  and  exhort,  saying.  Save 
yourselves  from  this  untoward  generation.  Then  they  that 
gladly  received  his  word  were  baptised ;  and  the  same  day 
there  were  added  unto  them  about  three  thousand  souk. 
And  they  continued  steadfastly  in  the  apostles'  doctrine 
and  fellowship,  and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers. 
And  fear  came  upon  every  soul :  and  many  wonders  and 
signs  were  done  by  the  apostles.  And  all  that  believed 
were  together,  and  had  all  things  common ;  and  sold  their 
possessions  and  goods,  and  parted  them  to  all  men,  as 
every  man  had  need.  And  they,  continuing  daily  with 
one  accord  in  the  temple,  and  breaking  bread  from  house 
to  house,  did  eat  their  meat  with  gladness  and  singleness 
of  heart ;  praising  God,  and  having  favour  with  all  the 
people.  And  the  Lord  added  to  the  church  daily  such  as 
should  be  saved.'' 
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SERMON  XXX. 

ON  THE  DOCTlllNE  OF  THE  TRINITY. 

In  the  IZth  chapter  of  Saint  Paul's  Second  Epis- 
tle to  the  Corinthians,  at  the  \Ath  verse ,  it  is  thus 
written  : 

"The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of 
God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  with  you 
all."  Amen. 

The  rules  given  by  God  himself  in  Scripture, 
for  the  Christian's  direction,  are  so  distinct,  that 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained  as  to  their  meaning, 
or  the  hallowing  influence  they  ought  to  exercise  on 
his  character  and  conduct.  Be  ye  holy,  for  I  am 
holy,"  is  a  solemn,  a  divine  injunction.  To  realise 
it,  was  an  important  object  of  sacred  revelation. 
Man,  however,  is  too  apt  to  overlook  those  things 
which  are  evidently  set  before  him,  and  too  eager 
to  speculate  regarding  those  mysteries,  which 
are  beyond  his  limited  faculties  to  comprehend. 
"  This,"  says  St.  Chrysostom,  "  is  the  evidence 
of  a  true  disciple,  not  curiously  to  inquire  about 
his  Master's  words,  but  to  listen,  believe,  and  ex- 
pect the  convenient  time  of  explanation/' 

Ignorant  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,"  the 
evil  heart  of  unbelief  rejects  scriptural  doctrines, 
because  these  have  not  been  communicated  to  the 
world  in  the  manner  it  approves.  Unbelievers, 
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wise  in  their  own  conceit,  arraign  the  appoint- 
ment of  God,  because  their  understanding  cannot 
fully  comprehend  its  operations.  Men  do  not  act 
thus  in  temporal  matters.  Man  does  not  refuse 
a  remedy  for  disease,  because  he  is  unacquainted 
with  its  composition.  Nor  does  he  deny  his 
possession  of  a  rational  soul,  because  he  is  igno- 
rant of  the  nature  of  its  connection  with  his 
body.  Nor  does  he  doubt  the  discoveries  of 
science,  although  he  be  unable  to  comprehend 
the  process,  by  which  she  produces  her  wondrous 
results.  . 

In  spiritual  things  how  different !  In  these  it 
often  occurs,  that  the  more  ignorant  man  is  of 
their  nature,  the  more  recklessly  he  brings  them 
to  the  test  of  his  reason— a  test,  which  never  can, 
and  never  will  be  available  in  those  mysteries  of 
Christianity,  for  which  our  implicit  faith  is  so  justly 
demanded.  O  why  should  men  ever  forget,  that 
whatever  is  infinite,  must  be  to  them  incompre- 
hensible? Why  should  men  forget  their  limited 
faculties?  They  can  neither  tell  the  extent  of 
God's  power,  nor  of  Christ's  love,  nor  of  the  Holy 
Spirit's  sanctifying  influence.  How  foolish  then  is 
it  to  demand  an  explanation  of  the  mysterious 
union  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  since  only  a  single  at^ 
tribute  of  the  three  persons  in  one  God  whom  it 
includes,  is  altogether  beyond  the  reach  of  mortal 
powers  to  comprehend  ?  At  all  times  it  evinces 
ignorance  not  to  know  for  what  we  ought,  and 
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for  what  we  ought  not  to  seek  a  demonstration ; 
and  ignorance  is  most  to  be  deplored,  when  it 
thus  displays  itself  on  subjects  of  a  hallowed 
character. 

Our  first  remark  is,  that  the  christian  ought  to 
avoid  arguments  regarding  the  mysteries  of  the 
religion  of  Jesus,  because  such  arguments  on  the 
part  of  his  adversary  imply  doubt,  or  want  of  re- 
liance on  the  word  of  God.  Our  faith  is  required 
for  the  whole,  unmutilated  Scriptures,  which  pro- 
ceed from  that  God,  who  is  emphatically  called 
the  God  of  truth.  Whoever  therefore  assails  the 
doctrines  of  the  sacred  volume,  or  attempts  to 
impugn  a  single  assertion  of  the  sacred  page^ 
shews  himself  to  be  an  unbeliever,  and  conse- 
quently an  unsuitable  companion  for  him,  who 
knows  the  Bible  contains  the  words  of  eternal 
life."  The  Scriptures  announce  the  existence  of 
the  blessed  Trinity,  and  therefore  we  are  bound 
to  assent  to  its  truth,  while  we  attempt  not  to 
explain  the  mysterious  union  of  the  three  persons 
in  one  God.  For  as  sure  as  God  is  the  God  of 
truth,  and  as  sure  as  the  Bible  is  the  word  of 
that  God,  as  surely  must  we  believe,  that  there 
are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven:  "The 
Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,"  and  that 
these  three  are  one,  the  same  in  substance,  equal 
in  power  and  glory. 

Our  second  remark  is,  that  if  we  refuse  to  be- 
lieve in  the  mysteries  of  Christianity,  we  at  once 
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abandon  our  faith.  The  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  is 
indeed  a  mystery,  but  so  are  the  incarnation  of 
Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  and  his  life  of  perfect 
holiness,  and  the  wondrous  miracles  he  per- 
formed, and  his  sacrifice  of  himself  for  sinners, 
and  his  glorious  resurrection  and  ascension,  and 
angels  guarding  the  tomb  where  the  Lord  lay. 
Can  reason  assist  us  fully  to  explain  such  wonders 
as  these  ?  No.  Therefore  if  we  deny  them,  because 
we  cannot  unfold  their  mysteries,  we  have  not  a 
title  to  the  christian  name,  nor  may  we  hope  for  the 
high  privileges,  which  the  ample  reception  of  the 
truths  of  revelation  in  the  heart  so  fully  confers. 
The  obtrusion  of  reason  in  matters  beyond  its 
grasp,  has  been  fatal  to  many  souls,  and  although 
the  delusions  of  popery  may  have  had  their  vic- 
tims, and  the  doctrines  of  legality,  their  danger- 
ous effects,  while  those  of  Antinomianism,  may 
also  have  deceived  the  enthusiastic  religionist;  the 
fatal  results  of  these  are  as  nothing,  compared  to 
the  effects  of  the  pride  of  human  intellect,  which 
has  denied  the  Son  of  God  the  honour  due  tp  his 
name,  which  has  done  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  all 
grace,  and  arraigned  the  doctrine  of  the  holy 
Trinity,  because  human  powers  could  not  compre- 
hend its  nature,  nor  understand  wherefore  God 
should  dwell  upon  earth,  and  die  to  wash  away 
our  guilt  in  his  precious  blood.  Alas!  that  man, 
weak  man,  should  be  so  under  the  power  of  self-de- 
ception, as  to  attempt  to  overthrow  the  whole  system 
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of  salvation  appointed  by  God,  rather  than  come 
meekly  to  the  cross,  and  earnestly  exclaim  before 
it,  "  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner."  Wise  in 
his  own  conceit,  to  such  a  condition  the  uncon- 
verted man  will  not  assent.  Like  the  Apostle 
Thomas,  he  will  not  believe,  except  upon  his  own 
terms,  to  effect  which,  God's  appointments  ar- 
ranged from  eternity  must  give  place,  that  man, 
proud  man,  may  have  a  special  and  particular 
revelation  for  himself  —  terms  alike  unreasonable 
and  impossible. 

Our  third  remark  is,  that  if  men  reject  Chris- 
tianity because  of  its  difficult  and  mysterious 
doctrines,  they  must  reject  every  other  system  of 
religion  that  has  been  offered  to  mankind.  Thus 
without  any  moral  influence  to  check  their  evil 
propensities,  they  must  become  the  victims  of 
their  own  unbelief,  or  the  abject  slaves  of  sin, 
without  God  and  without  hope.  It  would  be 
well  therefore,  to  inquire  of  those  who  argue 
against  the  mysteries  of  our  holy  religion,  if  they 
practice  those  precepts  of  it  which  may  be  un- 
derstood by  the  humblest  capacity.  Men  who 
secretly  love  sin,  readily  embrace  opinions  or  doc- 
trines, which  encourage  them  to  doubt  the  pure 
and  omniscient  character  of  the  heart-searching 
God,  and  the  true  principles  which  must  actuate 
those  who  worship  him.  Hence,  the  remark  of 
a  popular  writer.  "Disputes,"  saith  he,  "about 
the  vital  principles  of  Christianity,  and  the  prac- 
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tice  of  these  principles,  are  seldom  united  —  the 
believer  will,  therefore,  find  the  shorter  such  dis- 
putes are,  the  better." 

Even  were  the  life  of  unbelievers  in  the  doc- 
trine of  Christianity  irreproachable  to  human  eye, 
he  who  knoweth  the  heart,  hath  in  imperishable 
characters  announced  their  fatal  error.  While 
Scripture  asserts,  ''There  are  three  that  bear 
record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  these  three  are  one,"  it  also  de- 
clares. He  that  believeth  not  shall  be  coni- 
demned." 

We  also  remark,  that  an  explanation  of  the 
mysteries  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  may  sometimes  be 
demanded  by  those  who  are  willing  to  be  in- 
structed in  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  but  whose 
inexperience  in  religion  prevents  their  applica- 
tion to  its  plainer  and  more  obvious  doctrines. 
Let  such  persons  be  informed,  that  without  faith 
it  is  impossible  to  please  God,  and  be  directed  to 
approach  their  Father  in  heaven,  with  humble, 
lowly  and  obedient  hearts,  as  they  recall  to  their 
memory  these  words,  "  Unless  ye  be  converted 
and  become  as  little  children,  ye  cannot  enter  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Let  youthful  inquirers 
be  excited  to  a  diligent  perusal  of  the  whole  word 
of  God,  with  earnest  prayer  for  heavenly  light 
Thus  they  shall  receive  Grace  to  help  them 
from  on  high,  to  stay  their  wandering,  and  to 
guide  their  feet  in  the  way  of  peace."    On  the 
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sabject  of  the  Trinity,  it  is  suflBcient  for  us  to 
know  what  Scripture  distinctly  reveals.  In  the 
fulness  of  time  it  informs  us,  "God  sent  his  Son." 
The  Son  of  God  declares,  I,  and  the  Father  are 
one."  Jesus  assures  his  disciples,  that  he  will 
not  leave  them  "  comfortless,"  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  shall  be  sent,  and  shall  teach  them  s[ll 
things. 

In  another  world  many  mysteries  shall  be  un- 
veiled, which  in  this  world  we  cannot  compre- 
hend. Be  it  enough  for  us  to  know  that  these 
words  emanate  from  the  source  of  truth  and 
holiness ;  and  that  nothing  can  be  wonderful  or 
mysterious  to  the  mind  of  the  Eternal. 

Finally,  let  it  be  our  endeavour  always  to  look 
to  the  end.  Let  us  earnestly  prepare  to  meet  our 
God,  by  accepting  salvation  as  he  hath  offered  it 
through  the  blessed  Jesus.  When  we  are  dying, 
refined  disquisitions  on  the  mysterious  doctrines 
of  religion  will  only  originate  doubt  and  anxiety, 
while  the  full,  free,  and  faithful  acceptance  of 
the  Saviour  through  whose  atonement  those  who 
come  unto  him  are  reconciled  unto  God,  and  have 
sanctification  of  heart  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  can 
alone  bid  away  every  fear.  On  upward  wing,  the 
souls  of  the  faithful  shall  ascend  to  glory,  there  to 
see  God  as  he  is,  and  to  dwell  for  ever  with  their 
Lord.  Amen. 

The  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 


302 


Trinity  Sunday. 


knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  God,  the  strength  of  all  them  that  put  their 
trust  in  thee,  mercifully  accept  our  prayers ;  and 
because  through  the  weakness  of  our  mortal 
nature  we  can  do  no  good  thing  without  thee, 
grant  us  the  help  of  thy  grace,  that  in  keeping 
thy  commandments  we  may  please  thee,  both  in 
will  and  deed,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


O  come,  let  us  worship  and  fall  down,  and 
kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker.  Let  us  come 
before  his  presence  with  thanksgiving,  and  shew 
ourselves  glad  in  him  with  psalms.  Thou  only, 
O  Lord,  art  worthy  to  receive  blessing,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and  praise.  Thou  upholdest 
all  things  by  the  word  of  thy  power.  Although 
we  who  now  bow  before  thee,  are  continually  de- 
pendent on  thy  goodness,  O  God,  we  must  con- 
fess we  have  set  our  affections  on  things  beneath 
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— affections  which  ought  to  have  been  directed 
towards  thee,  and  to  the  perfections  of  thy  divine 
character.  We  have  given  to  the  lying  vanities  of 
time  and  of  sense,  hearts  originally  created  for 
thy  honour  and  glory.  O  Lord,  we  acknowledge 
our  transgressions,  our  sin  is  ever  before  us. 
Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  servants,  for  in 
thy  sight  shall  no  flesh  living  be  justified. 
Thanks,  eternal  thanks !  we  have  an  advocate 
with  thee,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous.  Blessed 
be  thy  name,  he  came  in  mercy  to  save  sinners. 
We  accept  him  as  our  Lord  to  reign  over  us.  We 
trust  in  him,  as  all  our  salvation  and  all  our  hope, 
as  we  now  pray  thee,  to  grant  us  the  privileges, 
and  the  perseverance  of  true  disciples.  O  Lord, 
for  his  sake  pardon  our  sins,  deliver  us  from  all 
our  iniquities,  confirm  and  strengthen  us  in  all 
goodness.  May  we  receive  the  blessing  from  the 
Lord,  and  righteousness  from  the  God  of  our 
salvation.  Imitating  the  example  of  our  gracious 
Lord,  may  we  strive  to  realise  the  christian  cha- 
racter. May  we  prove  our  faith  in  Christ,  by 
obedience  to  his  commands.  O  God,  take  us 
now  and  forever,  under  the  shadow  of  thy  pro- 
tecting wings.  Guard  us,  thy  church,  and  thy 
people,  from  every  evil,  and  from  every  malicious 
foe.  And  may  thy  blessing,  and  peace,  and 
favour,  be  our  portion,  through  our  Lord  and 
Saviour,  now  exalted  on  high,  who,  while  on  earth, 
taught  us  thus  to  pray  :  — 
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Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead 
us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil : 
for  thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTUIIE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  St.  Paul's  First 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  the  3rd  chapter,  from 
the  \st    the  Wth  verse. 

And  I,  brethren,  could  not  speak  unto  you  as  unto 
spiritual,  but  as  unto  carnal,  even  as  unto  babes  in  Christ. 
I  have  fed  you  with  milk,  and  not  with  meat :  for  hitherto 
ye  were  not  able  to  bear  it,  neither  yet  now  are  ye  able, 
for  ye  are  yet  carnal:  for  whereas  there  is  among  you 
envying,  and  strife,  and  divisions,  are  ye  not  carnal  and 
walk  as  men  ?  For  while  one  saith,  I  am  of  Paul ;  and 
another,  I  am  of  ApoUos ;  are  ye  not  carnal  ?  Who  then 
is  Paul,  and  who  is  ApoUos,  but  ministers  by  whom  ye 
believed,  even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every  man  ?  I  have 
planted,  Apollos  watered;  but  God  gave  the  increase. 
So  then  neither  is  he  that  planteth  any  thing,  neither  he 
that  watereth ;  but  God  that  giveth  the  increase.  Now 
he  that  planteth  and  he  that  watereth  are  one :  and  every 
man  shall  receive  his  own  reward  according  to  his  own 
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labour.  For  we  are  labourers  together  with  God :  ye  are 
God's  husbi^dry ;  ye  are  God's  building.  According  to 
the  grace  of  God  which  is  given  unto  me,  as  a  wise  master 
builder,  I  have  laid  the  foundation,  and  another  buildeth 
thereon.  But  let  every  man  take  heed  how  he  buildeth 
thereupon ;  for  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that 
is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ." 


SERMON  XXXI. 

CHRIST  THE  SURE  FOUNDATION. 

In  Saint  PauFs  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians 
the  3rd  chapter,  in  the  11 /A  verse,  it  is  thus  written: 

For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid, 
which  is  Jesus  Christ." 


ipaul  had  laboured  long  and  earnestly  for  the 
conversion  of  his  countrymen,  and  although  by 
his  preaching,  some,  of  them  wece  so  enlightened* 
as  to  acknowledge  the  true  faith  in  Jesus,  and  to 
embrace  it  in  its  spirit,  and  its  power,  his  recep- 
tion both  in  Judea,  and  the  other  regions  where 
the  Jews  were  numerous,  was  so  indifferent,  that 
he  would  no  longer  restrict  the  announcement  of 
salvation  through  the  Redeemer  to  their  ears,  but 
determined,  that  other  nations  should  also  share 
in  the  benefits  of  that  glorious  GospeU  wa3 
appointed  of  heaven  to  proclaim.    His  uilbeliev- 
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ing  countrymen  sit  length  rejected  all  his  efforts 
to  conciliate  them*  While  he  intende4  to  per- 
form certain  c^re^lo^i9s  in  the,  temple^  he;  is 
dragged  from  its  sacred  courts^  by  infuriated  ene- 
mies, and  had.  not  the  Romjan  o^nturion  rescued 
him,  his  life  would  have  been  sacrificed  to  their 
malicious  rage.  .  . 

Although  this  .event  occurred  after  St.  Paul 
had  planted  the  Corinthian;  church,  still,  from  the 
time  of  his  conversion,  the  Jews  had  leagued 
against  him  with  such  bitterness,  that  his  atten- 
tion was  thus  inevitably  directed  to  the  Gentiles  j 
and  of  their  churches  that  of  Corinth  was  the 
frequent  object  ,of  his  zealous  adn^pnitions,  his 
faithful  exhortations,  and  his  earnest  prayers. 
While  the  Jews  in  Corinth  were  as  usual  hostile 
to  his  person  and  doctrines,  the  more  polished 
Greeks  appear  to  have  been  deeply  iixterested 
in  the  Apostle's  mission.  Although  they  were 
then  under  a  foreign  yoke,  they  proved  them- 
Sielves  to  be  the  true  descendants  of  philosophers, 
delighting  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  and  still 
possessing  the  polished  and  agreeable  manners, 
which  in.  former  ages,  shed  an  attractive  lustre 
over  their  conquests  in  arms,  and  their  achieve- 
ments in  the  fine  arts.  It  was  to  such  men,  that 
Saint  Paul,  disgusted  with  the  cruelty  and  ob- 
stinacy of  the  .Jews,  now  appealed.  Declaring 
from  henceforth  he  would  go  unto  the  Gentiles,  he 
established  amongst  them  that  religion  which  is 
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destined  to  increase  its  hallowed  influence,  until 
it  shall  include  all  nations  of  this  earth,  as,  pros- 
trate before  the  triumphant  cross,  every  tongue 
shall  confess,  and  every  tribe  acknowledge,  Jesus 
to  be  the  only  Lord  and  Redeemer. 

At  Corinth  Saint  Paul  was  especially  encou- 
raged to  proclaim  the  joyful  sound  of  salvation, 
being  there  invited  to  exercise  his  highest  powers, 
and  boldly  to  persevere  in  his  Master's  service,  in 
one  of  those  mysterious  visions  with  which  holy 
men  were  then  occasionally  favoured.  In  this 
vision  he  was  encouraged  and  addressed  in  these 
words,  Be  not  afraid,  neither  hold  thy  peace,  for 
I  have  much  people  in  this  city."  The  Apostle 
accordingly  remained  with  the  Corinthian  church, 
as  long  as  possible.  When  he  left  them,  it  was 
with  their  spiritual  welfare  deeply  engraven  on 
his  heart.  How^  great,  then,  must  have  been  his 
sorrow  afterwards,  when  he  heard  of  those  errors 
which  prevailed  amongst  them.  Writing  from 
Philippi,  he  addresses  them  most  ardently  con- 
cerning their  eternal  interest;  calls  upon  them 
to  consider  the  true  principles  of  Christianity ;  re- 
prehends heresies  and  divisions;  enforces  faith; 
commends  spirituality;  reproves  crime;  pane^ 
gyrises  charity,  and  rebukes  disorder. 

As  the  city  of  Corinth  was  celebrated  for  the 
splendour  of  its  architecture,  and  the  beauty  of 
its  buildings,  he  considers  it  an  appropriate 
method  of  impressing  the  mind  of  its  converts 


Mrst  Sunday  after  Trinity.  309 

with  the  most  important  doctrine  of  Christianity^ 
by  directing  their  attention  to  an  illustration  fa- 
miliar to  them.  all.  In  establishing  the  christian 
church,  he  compares  himself  to  a  master  builder, 
who  had  raised  a  chaste,  harmonious,  and  beauti- 
ful structure.  He  acquainted  them  that  it  was 
built  on  an  immoveable  foundation,  by  which  all 
the  newly  raised  edifice  was  upheld,  and  never  to 
be  rent  or  injured,  as  long  as  that  foundation  is  its 
support.  While  the  foundation  is  secure,  strong, 
and  sufficient,  the  building  upon  it  must  be  effec- 
tive and  harmonious.  Hence  the  Apostle  main- 
tains the  necessity  of  professors  of  the  faith  as  it 
is  in  Jesus,  proving  by  their  conduct,  as  well  as 
by  their  professions,  that  they  are  of  the  spiritual 
temple.  "  Let  every  man  take  heed  how  he 
builds  thereupon."  Profession  without  principle 
is  hypocrisy.  "  Every  man's  works"  shall  at 
length  be  tried  as  by  fire."  Then  shall  the 
righteous  shine  forth  as  the  sun,  in  the  kingdom 
of  their  Father." 

A  knowledge  of  the  sure  foundation  in  Christ 
was  conferred  upon  the  Apostle,  according  to 
the  grace  of  God  given  unto  him,  and  it  is  by 
God's  grace  alone,  that  Christ's  servants  are 
called  or  saved,  in  any  period  of  the  church. 
Jt  is  by  his  grace  only,  that  they  can  benefit 
others,  or  obey  Christ's  commandments,  or  so 
exercise  their  faith  as  to  rest  upon  him,  and  just 
as  they  perceive  the  value  of  his  grace,  do  they 
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desire  to  possess  it.  It  is  the  sincere  prayer 
of  Christ's  people,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  be 
given^  That  grace  may  abound :  that  the  Spirit 
of  all  truth  may  guide  them :  so  that  they  may 
form  appropriate  and  true  members  of  Christ's 
chtirchy  living  stones"  in  that  sacred  edifice, 
whose  builder  and  maker  is  God. 

The  importance  of  our  resting  upon  Christ 
far  salvation,  will  be  the  more  apparent  if  we 
reflect,  that  by  nature  men,  like  the  Grentile 
nations  of  old,  are  "  alt  under  sin.*'  There  is 
none  that  undetstandeth,  there  is  none  that 

seeketh  after  God.'"  By  corrupted  nature, 
man  is  proud,  and  therefore  self-deceiving.  He 
is  prone  to  sin,  and  therefore  can  have  no  pleasure 
in  obeying  the  commands  of  a  pure  and  holy  God. 
God;  however,  has  many  ways  of  awakening 
him  to  a  sense  of  his  darkness  and  his  danger,  and 
although  the  touching  eloquence  of  Saint  Paul 
hath  long  been  mute,  grace  by  Jesus,  and  the 
Grospel  tidings  of  salvation  are  as  fieuthfully  pro- 
claimed, and  carry  as  deep  conviction  to  the  re- 
pentant sinner  at  this  day,  as  ever  they  did  in 
apostolic  ages.  It  is  not  the  missionary,  but  the 
message  he  bears,  thkt  converts  the  Indian,  and 
Christianises  the  Icelander.  By  grace  God  dan 
still  turn  the  sinner  from  the  evil  of  his  way; 
through  the  preaching  of  the  cross,  and  thus  send 
home  to  his  heart  such  convictions,  that  his  ccm- 
science  alarms  him.   He  is  convinced  of  $iti.  He 
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comes  to  Jesus.  He  is  turned  from  darkness  to 
light.  From  the  power  of  Satan,  unto  holiness. 
His  foundation  is  now  laid  in  Christ,  —  else- 
i^ere  he  cannot  be  secure. 

Let  God*s  willingness  to  communicate  the  bles- 
sings of  Christianity,  be  met  with  willingness,  on 
our  part,  to  receive  them.  Paul,  when  a  perse- 
cutor, and  an  alien  from  the  love  and  service  of 
Jesus,  was  addressed  on  his  bloody  errand,  by  a 
voice  from  heaven,  and  he  humbly  inquired, 
"  Who  art  thou.  Lord  ?"  I  am  Jesus,  whom 
thou  persecutest,"  was  the  reply.  —  From  that 
moment,  Paul's  sentiments  were  changed.  The 
persecutor  became  the  preacher.  He,  lately  so 
determinately  hostile  to  Christ's  name,  now  adores 
it,  and  ere  long  declares  that  God  hath  highly 
exalted  Jesus,  and  given  him  a  name  which  is 
above  every  name,  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus 
every  knee  should  bow. 

A  voice  from  heaven  also  addresses  the  sinner 
in  every  page  of  God's  word.  It  will  reach  his 
heah,  if  from  this  moment  he  will  turn  unto  God, 
believe  in  Jesus,  and,  like  Saint  Paul,  faithfully 
inquire,  Who  art  thou.  Lord?"  Although  con- 
science reply, I  am  Jesus,  hitherto  despised  and 
rejected  by  thee,"  he  may  be  assured  that  the 
Son  of  Man  came  not  into  this  world  to  destroy 
men's  lives,  but  to  save  them.  Jesus  stretches 
forth  his  hands,  to  rescue  you  from  every  danger. 
Reject  his  offered  mercy,  and  you  sink  down,  and 
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down^  to  the  regions  of  despair.  For  as  the  good- 
ness of  God,  through  Jesus,  is  great  to  all  who 
come  unto  him  that  they  may  have  eternal  life, 
so  are  the  denunciations  of  his  wrath  awful 
against  those  who  reject  and  neglect  his  overtures 
of  mercy.  In  giving  his  only  Son  to  die  for  sinful 
man,  God  showed  how  important,  in  his  sight, 
that  the  power  of  Satan  should  be  overthrown, 
and  salvation,  by  grace,  be  established  in  our 
heart.  Shall  man,  then,  the  creature  whom  God 
hath  formed  from  the  dust,  oppose  the  divine 
will  ?  Can  he  defy  the  coming  vengeance  of  the 
Most  High  ?  Away  with  such  unhallowed  folly : 
the  utter  and  inevitable  destruction  of  the  sinner 
must  be  the  result. 

"  Turn  ye,  turn  ye,  why  will  ye  die  ?"  are  still 
God's  words  unto  us.  I  pray  ye,  in  Christ's  name, 
be  ye  reconciled  to  God,"  saith  the  Apostle,  as  he 
directs  you  to  One,  even  Jesus,  ^ho  now  looks  on 
you  with  a  brother's  eye,  and  through  whom  alone 
you  can  have  peace  of  conscience,  and  reconciliation 
with  God,  "  for  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay, 
than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ."  Amen. 

Now,  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord,  who  never  failest  to  help  and  govern 
them  whom  thou  dost  bring  up  in  thy  steadfast 
fear  and  love ;  keep  us,  we  beseech  thee,  under 
the  protection  of  thy  good  providence,  and  make 
us  to  have  a  perpetual  fear  and  love  of  thy  holy 
name,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


Eternal  God!  we  bless  thy  name  for  the  re- 
newed bounties  we  are  ever  experiencing ;  all,  all 
are  of  thee,  thou  sacred  source  of  life,  and  light, 
and  joy.  What  blessing  have  we,  that  we  have 
not  received  from  thy  bounteous  hand?  Par- 
taking of  original  sin  by  Adam,  and  having  added 
thereto  many  actual  transgressions,  we  are  in  our- 
selves unworthy  to  approach  thy  holy  presence. 
Against  thee,  thee  only,  have  we  sinned,  and  if 
we  attempt  to  justify  ourselves,  our  own  mouths 
shall  condemn  us.  If  we  say  we  are  perfect,  that 
shall  also  prove  us  perverse.    If  thou  contend 
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with  us,  we  are  not  able  to  answer  thee  for  one 
of  a  thousand  of  our  transgressions.  We  bless 
thee,  that  it  has  been  in  accordance  with  thine 
infinite  mercy,  that  we  are  not  yet  consumed: 
that  thou  hast  graciously  sent  Onb  mighty  to  save, 
who  hath  satisfied  thy  justice,  endured  the  hidings 
of  thy  countenance,  and  borne  the  burden  of  our 
sins  upon  the  cross;  Christ  our  sacrifice,  sacri- 
ficed for  us.  We  rejoice,  that  in  him  thou  wast 
well  pleased :  that  in  heaven  he  is  still  pleading 
for  his  people,  giving  efficacy  to  their  prayers,  and 
causing  all  things  to  work  together  for  their  good, 
and  for  thy  supreme  glory.  O  Lord,  clothe  Us  in 
his  righteousness.  Lord,  increase  our  faith  in  his 
meritorious  sacrifice.  May  we  largely  share  in 
that  pardon,  and  those  spiritual  blessing^,  which, 
as  thou  didst  not  spare  thine  only  begotten  Sod, 
but  didst  freely  give  him  up  to  the  death  for  us 
all,  a  sacrifice  so  great  hath  procured  for  thy  true 
worshippers,  through  the  shedding  of  his  precious 
blood.  Grant  us,  O  heavenly  Father,  the  peace 
and  joy  of  believing.  Through  thy  assisting 
grace,  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  may  we  add  to  our 
faith  virtue,  knowledge,  temperance,  and  in  our 
future  lives  may  we  love  thee  with  all  our  heart, 
and  walk  as  children  of  the  light  before  thee. 
Lord,  bless  thy  church ;  peace  be  within  >  her 
walls,  and  glory  rest  upon  her  sacred  temples. 
We  pray  thee  for  the  queen,  her  councillors,  go- 
vernment, and  people,  high  and  low,  rich  and 
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poor,  young  and  old ;  thou  art  the  gracious  Pre- 
ttirver  bf  them  all:  To  thee  coniibebd  our 
ftiends.  If  we  have  enemies,  Lord,  forgive  them, 
and  change  their  hearts.  And  may  grace,  mercy, 
and  peace,  be  our  portion,  through  the  adorable 
Redeemer,  in  whose  words  we  sum  up  all  our 
petitions  at  thy  throne :  — 
•  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name:  thy  kingdom  come;  thy  will  be  done 
on  eaith  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  fof'give  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
ibrgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  aqd  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  the  llth  chapter,  from  the  17 th  to  the 
d2nd  verse. 

By  faith  Abraham,  when  he  was  tried,  offered  up 
Isaac :  and  he  that  had  received  the  promises,  offered  up 
his  only  begotten  Son ;  of  whom  it  was  said,  that  in  Isaac 
shall  thy  seed  be  called :  accoimting  that  God  was  able  to 
raise  him  up,  even  from  the  dead,  from  whence  also  he 
received  him  in  a  figure.  By  faith  Isaac  blessed  Jacob 
and  Esau  concerning  things  to  come.    By  faith  Jacob, 
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when  he  was  a  dying,  blessed  both  the  sons  of  Joseph; 
and  worshipped,  leaning  upon  the  top  of  his  staff.  By 
faith  Joseph,  when  he  died,  made  mention  of  the  depart- 
ing of  the  children  of  Israel;  and  gave  commandment 
concerning  his  bones.  By  iaith  Moses,  when  he  was 
bom,  was  hid  three  months  of  his  parents,  because  they 
saw  he  was  a  proper  child ;  and  they  were  not  afraid  of 
the  king's  commandment.  By  faith  Moses,  when  he  was 
come  to  years,  refused  to  be  called  the  son  of  Pharaoh's 
daughter;  choosing  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the 
people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a 
season:  esteeming  the  reproach  of  Christ  greater  riches 
than  the  treasures  in  Egypt ;  for  he  had  respect  unto  the 
recompense  of  the  reward.  By  faith  he  forsook  Egypt, 
not  fearing  the  wrath  of  the  king:  for  he  endured,  as 
seeing  him  who  is  invisible.  Through  £Eiith  he  kept  the 
passover,  and  the  sprinkling  of  blood,  lest  he  that  de- 
stroyed the  first-bom,  should  touch  them.  By  faith  they 
passed  through  the  Red  Sea,  as  by  dry  land ;  which  the 
Egyptians,  assaying  to  do,  were  drowned.  By  faith  the 
walls  of  Jericho  fell  down,  after  they  were  compassed 
abput  seven  days.  By  faith  the  harlot  Rahab  perished 
not  with  them  that  believed  not,  when  she  had  received 
the  spies  with  peace.  And  what  shall  I  more  say  ?  for 
the  time  would  fail  me  to  tell  of  Gedeon,  and  of  Barak, 
and  of  Sampson,  and  of  Jephthae;  of  David  also,  and 
Samuel,  and  of  the  prophets." 
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SERMON  XXXII. 

THE  FAITH  OF  ABRAHAM. 

In  the  22nd  chapter  of  the  book  of  Genesis,  in  the 
1st  and  2nd  verses^  it  is  thus  written : 

And  it  came  to  pass,  after  these  things,  that  God  did 
tempt  (or  try)  Abraham,  and  said  unto  him,  Abraham  ? 
And  he  said,  Behold,  here  I  am  !  And  he  said.  Take  now 
ihy  son,  thine  only  son  Isaac,  whom  thou  lovest,  and  get 
thee  into  the  land  of  Moriah,  and  offer  him  there  for  a 
borot-offering,  upon  one  of  the  mountains  which  I  will  tell 
thee  of/' 

The  heart  of  the  pious  believer,  when  tried  in 
the  furnace  of  affliction,  generally  comes  out  of  it 
like  gold  seven  times  refined.  Therein  he  may 
have  enjoyed  clearer  views  of  the  greatness,  or  of 
the  majesty  of  God,  and  he  now  reflects,  with 
more  humility  of  mind,  on  God's  power  and  go- 
vernment. He  more  distinctly  observes  the  di- 
rection of  God's  over-ruling  hand.  He  even 
recognises,  with  warmest  gratitude,  mercy,  min- 
gled with  the  temptations  and  trials,  the  suffer- 
ings and  the  sorrows  he  has  endured. 

Thus  is  the  faith  of  the  believer  strengthen- 
ed ;  as  the  plant  may  appear  for  a  time  to  be 
blasted  by  the  storm ;  but  when  Spring  returns, 
it  buds  and  blooms  in  richer  beauty  than  before  : 
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or,  like  the  precious  stone  thai  is  purified,  by  sub- 
jecting it  to  the  crucible.  After  a  night  of  trial 
and  distress,  the  Christian  recognizes  the  dawn  of 
returning  peace.  The  mountains  of  promise  are 
illumed  by  the  light  of  revelation,  and  from  the 
heart,  the  wounded,  but  now  resigned,  sufferer, 
is  enabled  to  say,  "  It  was  good  for  me  that  I 
was  tried  and  affliqted,— all,.i3  well  J'  Thus 
bowing  w;^tjbi  submissive  f^on^dence  ,tQ  the  w^l 
of  bis  heavenly  Father,  peace  and.fier0mty  again 
tranquillise  his  heart.  .  With  feelings  ^of  grati- 
tude and  hope,  he  now  fully  realises  the  joy  of 
believing. 

The  faith  of  Abraham  adorns  even  the  page  of 
sacred  history,  and  while  the  Gospel  is  preached, 
shall  ever  be  considered  as  a  precious  example  to 
the  Church,  illustrative  of  that  holy  confidence  in 
God,  which  all  its  members  should  sincerely  de- 
sire^  for  which  all  of  them  should  devoutly  pray. 

At.  God's  conunand,  Abraham  ascends  one  of 
the  hills  of  Moriah.  For  what  purpose  ?  —  To 
offer  in  sacrifice  his  only  sonl  —  Let  us  think  on 
the  eventful  scene.  Behold,  Abraham's  hand  is 
raised  to  slay  his  beloved  Isaac,  the  heir  of  pro- 
mise, in  whom  he  hoped  all  na.tions  should  be 
blessed.  The  solitude,  around  prevents  the  like- 
lihood of  human  interference.  The  habitation  of 
man  is  far  distant.  Stillness  and  silence  reign. 
But  God  is  present,  and  he  who  declared  ''before 
Abraham  was,  I  am,"  is  present,  viewing  the  type 
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of  that  unequalled  sacrifice*  which  he  was  after- 
wards to  accomplish  at  Jerusalem..  Angels  too  are 
thiere,  to  behold,  from  among  the  erring  sons  of  men, 
one  so  devoted  to  the  will,  and  ready  to  obey  the 
commands,  of  the  Creator,  as  he  willingly  resigns 
his  dearest  earthly  treasure.  Be  astonished,  O 
heavens,  and  wonder,  O  earth!  the  faith, of. the 
believing  patriarch  has  the  Deity  for  its  witness, 
and  his.  shining  messengers  to  be  the  spectators, 

of  the  valued  offering  on  the  paternal  altar  I  

Behold,  too,  the  mercy  and  goodness  of  God. 
His  servant  Abraham  has  been  tried,  and  found 
fiaiithful.  More  than  this,  God  does  not  require  of 
man.  The  sacrifice  is  freely  offered,  graciously  acr 
cepted,  and  yet  the  victim  saved.  The  angel  of  the 
Lord  said,  Lay  not  thine  hand  upon  the  lad, 
neither  do  thou  any  thing  to  him,  for  now  I  know 
that  thou  fearest  God,  seeing  that  thou  hast  not 
withheld  thy  son,  thine  only  son,  from  me."  Abra- 
ham thus  afforded  the  strongest  evidence  of  true 
faith  in  God.  During  his  hour  of  trial,  not  a  mur- 
mur escapes  his  lips.  .  He  had  indeed  imbibed 
and  breathed  the  very,  spirit  of  the.  holy  Ue^ 
deemer,  who  afterwards  said,  under  the  deepest 
suffering,  Father,  not  my  will,  but  thine  be 
done.*'  Abraham's  son  is  now  raised  from  the 
altar.  The  venerable  parent  embraces  his  survivr 
ing  child.  The  Patriarch  again  bears  witness  to 
the  truth  of  the  promises  of  God,  renewed  in 
Isaac's  preservation,  and  his  heart  is  re-animated 
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by  that  blessed  hope,  lately  so  feeble,  to  the 
worldly  eye,  but  now  again  promising  to  be  fully 
realised,  by  the  preservation  of  Isaac's  life.  Sub- 
missive faith  not  only  blesses  its  possessor,  when 
it  is  exercised,  but  brings  down,  from  on  high, 
new  communications  of  mercy.  Not  only  does 
Abraham  rejoice  in  his  restored  son,  he  also  re- 
joices in  more  abundant  promises  now  announced 
to  him.  ^*  In  blessing,  I  will  bless  thee,"  I 
will  make  thee  a  great  nation,"  are  the  angels 
encouraging  words.  These  promises,  we  know, 
were  fully  and  liberally  realised.  Abraham's 
descendants  soon  occupied  an  important  part  in 
the  history  of  nations.  To  them  were  committed 
the  oracles  of  God,  and  they  were  dignified  with 
the  title  of  *^  his  people."  A  nobler  distinction, 
however,  was  included  in  the  blessing.  The 
promise  of  the  Messiah  was  then  more  clearly 
announced,  even  that  Messiah  of  whom  Isaac 
was  an  emblem,  and  to  whom  all  the  prophets 
afterwards  bore  witness. 

The  consideration  of  the  character  of  Abraham, 
and  the  events  of  his  life,  ought  to  lead  those  who 
anxiously  inquire, "  What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved?" 
to  serious  self-examination,  whether  they  be  in- 
deed in  the  faith,  and  are  desirous,  that  should 
they  be  tried,  God  may  give  them  grace,  by  which 
they  may  be  supported  and  sustained.  The 
Patriarchs  unbounded  confidence  in  Jehovah, 
his  zeal  for  God's  honour,  his  living  faith,  are 
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examples  for  every  member  of  the  christian 
church. 

High  as  the  example  of  Abraham  was,  there  is 
still  a  more  perfect  for  our  imitation,  Jesus  Christ 
*•  the  righteous."  He  dwelt  amongst  men,  illus- 
trating all  that  is  best  in  holiness,  and  virtue,  and 
to  fulfil  the  law,  and  to  make  it  honourable,  he 
was  slain  for  us."  As  Abraham  commanded 
Isaac  to  carry  the  wood  for  a  burnt-offering,  so 
Jesus  bore  the  cross,  on  which  he  was  to  die.  As 
in  Abraham's  sacrifice,  we  behold  his  beloved 
Isaac,  Sarah  s  hope,  and  the  heir  of  the  promises, 
about  to  resign  his  life,  so  in  the  death  of  Jesus, 
we  see  God's  beloved  Son,  the  Heir  of  all  things, 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  actually  become  a  wounded, 
bleeding,  and  suffering  victim.  As  Abraham's 
son  disputed  not  his  command,  so  Jesus  freely 
delivered  himself  to  death  for  us  all.  As  through 
faith,  Abraham  inherited  the  promises,  so  in  the 
atoning  blood  of  Jesus,  his  disciples  look  for  a 
•*  new  heaven,  and  a  new  earth,"  in  glory  ever- 
lasting. O  the  riches  of  sovereign  grace,  to  us 
the  children  of  men !  To  us,  God  hath  indeed 
been  a  God  of  love.  When  angels  fell,  mercy 
was  silent,  over  them  the  sword  of  justice  was 
unsheathed,  and  deadly  was  its  wound,  —  when 
Adam  fell,  he  was  expelled  from  Eden,  and  only 
a  distant  glimpse  of  future  grace  afforded.  When 
the  ancient  world  became  wicked,  it  was  swept 
away  by  the  waters  of  an  irresistible  deluge. 

Y 
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When  the  sins  of  the  cities  of  the  plain,  provoked 
the  wrath  of  heaven,  fire  consumed  their  unhal- 
lowed walls.  But  when  Christ  came,  to  visit  a 
sinful  world,  he  visited  it  not  in  anger,  but  in  mercy. 
He  announced  that  he  came  to  seek  and  to  save 
those  who  were  lost. 

Christ  Jesus  truly  proclaimed  amnesty  to  all 
who  will  come  unto  him,  but  he  also  warned  against 
continued  rebellion.  These  are  his  expressions: 
*'  He  that  is  of  God,  heareth  God's  word  :  —  ye 
therefore  hear  them  not,  because  ye  are  not  of 
God."  This  anathema  is  still  as  powerful  as 
the  day  it  was  addressed  to  the  unbelieving  Jews. 
Search  ye,  and  try  your  ways,  therefore,  for  if 
under  any  pretence,  ye  still  refuse  to  become 
Christ's,  and  decline  to  honour  him,  as  your  Lord 
and  Master,  ye  are  not  of  God.  Faithfully  con- 
sider this  assertion.  Your  judgment  upon  it  in- 
volves, both  your  time  and  your  eternity.  0 
look  upon  him,  whom  you  have  so  often  pierced 
with  the  grievous  wounds  of  sin.  See  him  wil- 
ling to  forgive,  if  with  humble,  lowly,  penitent, 
and  obedient  hearts,  you  turn  unto  him  from 
the  evil  of  your  ways,  in  earnest  prayer.  O  en- 
treat for  his  mercy,  who  can  alone  pay  your 
ransom,  seal  your  pardon,  and  make  your  heart 
not  almost,  but  altogether  Christian.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
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knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
niighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee  mercifully  to  hear  us ; 
and  grant  that  we,  to  whom  thou  hast  given  an 
hearty  desire  to  pray,  may  by  thy  mighty  aid  be 
defended  and  comforted  in  all  dangers  and  adver- 
sities, through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


Salvation  and  glory,  honour,  and  power,  are 
thine,  for  ever,  O  Lord.  Thou  art  exalted  above 
the  highest  praises  of  men  or  of  angels.  Yet  thou 
art  willing  to  shew  thyself  a  very  present  (Jod  in 
every  time  of  need,  to  the  humblest  believer  in 
Jesus.  In  the  righteousness  of  our  Saviour,  we 
now  approach  thee.  It  is  by  his  merits  only,  we 
hope  for  grace,  or  sue  for  mercy,  or  implore  the 
light  of  thy  reconciled  countenance  before  thy 
throne.  O  Lord,  while  we  pray  to  thee  in  the 
attitude  of  suppliants,  we  would  also  come  before 
thee,  with  praise  upon  our  lips,  and  gratitude  in 
our  hearts.    Well  may  our  song  be  of  mercy  and 
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judgment:  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  will  we  sing.  Glory 
be  unto  thy  name,  for  thy  wonderful  works  to  the 
children  of  men.  Glory  be  to  thy  name,  for  pardon 
proclaimed  to  perishing  sinners.  Glory  be  unto  thy 
name,  that  thou  didst  pity  our  low  and  lost  estate. 
Glory  be  to  thy  name,  that  whilst  thou  art  a  just 
God,  thou  art  also  a  God  of  mercy  and  of  love. 
Glory  to  thy  name,  that  thou  hast  no  pleasure  in 
the  death  of  transgressors,  and  also,  that  thou  hast 
devised  and  iiilfilled  a  plan  for  our  salvation,  in 
which  mercy  and  peace  are  united  with  thy  righte- 
ousness and  justice.  We  bless  thee,  that  in 
Jesus,  all  has  been  fulfilled — thy  justice  satisfied; 
our  ransom  paid  ;  thy  glory  exalted.  Lord  grant 
us  to  know  the  riches  of  redeeming  grace.  May 
we  be  true  disciples  of  the  meek  and  lowly 
Saviour,  and  by  a  life  of  constant  acknowledg- 
ment of  thee  in  all  our  ways,  may  we  receive  thy 
direction,  and  through  grace  happily  imitate  him, 
who  instructed  us  to  love  thee,  with  our  whole 
heart,  and  our  neighbour  as  ourselves.  May  we 
ever  exercise  christian  feelings  of  charity  and  love 
to  all.  Remembering  the  price  by  which  we  our- 
selves have  been  bought,  even  by  the  precious 
blood  of  Jesus,  may  we  willingly  desire  the  sal- 
vation of  others,  by  imploring  blessings  on  thy 
church,  and  on  the  exertions  of  her  missionaries 
and  ministers.  O  Lord,  we  pray  thee  to  continue 
the  many  temporal  blessings  we  enjoy,  and  grant 
thy  blessing  with  thy  blessings. 
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Deliver  us  from  the  power  and  influence  of 
Satan.  O  may  thy  glory  be  our  object  in  time,  and 
the  endless  subject  of  our  praises  in  eternity, 
through  the  merits  of  him,  who  loved  us,  and 
washed  us  in  his  blood,  and  who,  while  on  earth, 
taught  us  thus  to  pray :  — 

Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  i%th  chapter 
of  Saint  Luke's  Gospel,  from  the  \st  to  the  17 th 
verse. 

And  he  spake  a  parable  unto  them  to  this  end,  that 
men  ought  always  to  pray,  and  not  to  faint :  saying.  There 
was  in  a  city  a  judge,  which  feared  not  God,  neither  re- 
garded man :  and  there  was  a  widow  in  that  city ;  and 
she  came  unto  him,  saying.  Avenge  me  of  mine  adversary. 
And  he  would  not  for  a  while;  but  afterward  he  said 
within  himself.  Though  I  fear  not  God,  nor  regard  man ; 
yet,  because  this  widow  troubleth  me,  I  will  avenge  her, 
lest  by  her  continual  coming  she  weary  me.   And  the 
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Lord  said,  Hear  what  the  unjust  judge  saith.  And  shall 
not  God  avenge  his  own  elect,  which  cry  day  and  night 
unto  him,  though  he  bear  long  with  them  ?  I  tell  you  that 
he  will  avenge  them  speedily.  Nevertheless  when  the 
Son  of  man  cometh,  shall  he  find  &ith  on  the  earth  ? 
And  he  spake  this  parable  unto  certain  which  trusted  in 
themselves  that  they  were  righteous,  and  despised  others : 
Two  men  went  up  into  the  temple  to  pray  ]  the  one  a 
Pharisee,  and  the  other  a  publican.  The  Pharisee  stood 
and  prayed  thus  with  himself :  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I 
am  not  as  other  men  are,  extortioners,  unjust,  adulterers, 
or  even  as  this  publican.  I  fast  twice  in  the  week,  I  give 
tithes  of  all  that  I  possess.  And  the  publican,  standing 
afar  off,  would  not  lift  up  so  much  as  his  eyes  unto  heaven, 
but  smote  upon  his  breast,  saying,  God  be  merciful  unto  me 
a  sinner.  I  tell  you,  this  man  went  down  to  his  house  jus- 
tified rather  than  the  other :  for  every  one  that  exalteth 
himself  shall  be  abased ;  and  he  that  humbleth  himself 
shall  be  exalted.  And  they  brought  unto  him  also  infants 
that  he  would  touch  them ;  but  when  his  disciples  saw  it, 
they  rebuked  them.  But  Jesus  called  them  unto  him,  and 
said.  Suffer  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid 
them  not ;  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God.  Verily  I 
say  unto  you,  whosoever  shall  not  receive  the  kingdom 
of  God  as  a  little  child,  shall  in  no  wise  enter  therein.*' 
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SERMON  XXXIIL 

ON  PRAYER. 

In  Saint  Matthew's  Gospel  the  6th  chapter,  from 
the  llth  to  the  ISth  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

*^  Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  and  forgive  us  our 
debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors,  and  lead  us  not  into 
temptation;  but  deliver  us  from  evil:  for  thine  is  the 
kingdom,  and  the  power  and  the  glory,  for  ever."  Amen. 

Prayer  is  that  communion  with  God,  unut- 
tered  or  expressed,"  which  as  it  declares  to  Jeho- 
vah all  holy  desires,  for  our  own  temporal  and 
spiritual  benefit,  so  it  also  intercedes,  not  only 
for  God's  favour  to  his  people,  but  that  his  mercy 
and  grace  m^y  be  universally  extended;  his  name 
every  where  known ;  his  goodness  not  only  ex- 
perienced, but  also  acknowledged  by  the  whole 
family  of  mankind.  Thus  in  the  Lord  s  prayer, 
there  are  certain  petitions,  which  refer  more  im- 
mediately to  our  relation  to  God  as  his  subjects, 
whilst  it  also  includes  other  petitions,  more  im- 
mediately referring  to  our  relation  to  man  as  our 
neighbour,  partaking  of  the  same  nature  as  our- 
selves, and  requiring  the  same  daily  protection. 
We  pray  thus,  because  Christianity  disdains  self- 
ishness. Her  views  are  limitless.  Her  precept 
is,  freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give,  and  there- 
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fore  we  are  taught  to  pray,  ''give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread,"  as  if  our  prayer  were,  "  give,  O 
Lord,  not  to  me  alone,  but  to  all  men.  As  thou 
art  the  Father  of  all,  so  let  all  experience  largely 
thy  mercy,  and  thy  grace."  This  is  alike  the  lan- 
guage of  Christianity  and  of  charity. 

By  limiting  our  petition  to  "  this  day  our  daily 
bread"  in  the  Lord's  prayer,  we  illustrate  the 
sacred  influence  of  the  Saviour's  doctrine,  to  take 
no  thought  for  to-morrow,  since,  should  it  arrive, 
Grod  will  be  equally  willing  and  able  to  bless  us 
then,  as  he  is  now.  If  we  trust  in  him  he  will 
not  forsake  us.  We  are  taught  that  we  must 
never  forget  our  dependence  upon  our  Father  in 
heaven,  who  daily  supplieth  our  returning  wants, 
and  is  never  very  far  from  any  one  of  us.  We 
are  also  taught,  that  temporal  benefits,  about 
which  we  are  so  apt  principally  to  occupy  the 
present  scene,  are  only  to  be  prayed  for,  after 
more  spiritual  gifts  have  been  implored,  gifts  by 
which  we  are  to  hallow  God's  name,  and  learn  to 
do  his  will.  Nor  ought  we  to  forget  the  spiritual 
application  of  which  the  bread  of  heaven  admits. 
"  I  am  the  living  bread,  which  came  down  from 
heaven,"  saith  Jesus,  "  if  any  man  eat  of  this 
bread,  he  shall  live  for  ever." 

We  also  pray,  "  forgive  us  our  debts  as  we  for- 
give our  debtors,"  which  words  teach  us,  the 
important  duty  of  bearing  with  others  in  neces- 
sitous circumstances,  and  instead  of  sanctioning 
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the  oppression  of  the  heavy  laden,  call  upon  us 
to  comfort  and  sympathise  with  them.  We  are 
always  to  recollect,  that  we  are  debtors  to  God, 
for  every  blessing  we  have  or  can  receive.  By 
his  bounty  alone  all  things  exist.  Were  he  to 
recall  what  is  due  unto  him,  we  should  have 
nothing. 

The  word  debtors"  in  another  Gospel  is  ren- 
dered trespasses."  These  in  an  erring  and 
fallen  creature  like  ourselves,  we  should  be  ready 
to  pardon,  remembering  that  if  our  sins  against  a 
holy  God  be  not  forgiven,  our  portion  must  be 
with  the  hypocrites  and  unbelievers.  We  must 
judge  charitably  of  all  men,  solicitous  to  heal 
every  wound,  which  an  unkind  word  or  scornful 
look,  in  an  unhappy  moment,  may  have  inflicted. 
If  in  sincerity  we  thus  act,  we  have  some  pledges 
that  the  love  of  God  is  within  us.  If  there  be 
such  a  gracious  disposition,  it  is  wrought  of  God. 
It  is  an  emanation  of  grace,  a  proof  of  his  love 
reigning  in  our  hearts,  and  shewing,  that  the  true 
light  is  within  us,  for  thus  shall  all  men  know, 
that  ye  are  Christ's  disciples,  *'  if  ye  love  one  ano- 
ther." Human  experience  warns  us,  that  a  rich 
abundance  of  temporal  blessing,  has  too  often  the 
effect  of  causing  us  to  forget  the  Giver  of  all 
good.  Hence,  the  necessity  of  the  additional 
petitions,  and  lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but 
deliver  us  from  evil."  In  God  alone  be  our  trust, 
and  however  our  adversary  may  devise  his  plans, 
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or  seize  upon  our  unguarded  moment,  we  entreat 
God  would  so  order  events,  that  our  footsteps  may 
be  turned  from  the  way  of  danger,  and  our  path 
be  protected  by  his  Almighty  arm.  Or  if  it  be 
necessary,  that  we  should  still  more  deeply  feel 
our  own  inability  to  do  any  thing  as  of  ourselves, 
and  that  God  is  pleased  to  try  us,  whether  by 
mercy  or  by  judgment,  our  prayer  must  still 
ascend  to  him,  to  deliver  us  from  evil,"  to  sup- 
port us  in  its  day,  and  to  cause  all  things  to  work 
for  good,  to  those  whose  prayers  and  faith,  are 
sincere  and  perfected  through  him  who  died  for 
them. 

We  conclude  our  petitions  with  an  acknow- 
ledgment that  all  things  are  God's.  We  humbly 
declare,  Thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power, 
and  the  glory,  for  ever  and  ever."  Thine  is  the 
kingdom,  the  kingdom  of  grace  and  of  glory, 
which  it  is  thine  to  bestow,  on  those  who,  through 
the  mediation  and  sacrifice  of  Christ,  shall  enter 
the  incorruptible  inheritance.  It  is  that  kingdom 
of  glory,  in  which  Jehovah  reigns,  and  into  which 
the  just  shall  enter.  Therein  God  displays  his 
Almighty  power ;  therein  blessed  spirits  exalt  his 
roost  holy  name,  ascribing  to  him  all  glory,  might, 
majesty,  dominion  and  power,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Yes!  for  ever.  When  the  heavens  shall  pass 
away,  and  the  elements  shall  melt  with  fervent 
heat,  when  the  earth  also  and  the  works  that  are 
therein  shall  be  burned  up ;  tliy  kingdom,  O 
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God,  shall  still  be  undimmished.  Thy  power 
unshaken.  Thy  glory  undimmed.  While  the 
praises  of  thy  divine  attributes  shall  never  cease 
from  immortal  voices,  and  the  souls  of  the  just  in 
blessedness. 

We  sometimes  hear  worldly  men  assert,  that 
prayer  is  in  vain.  "  If,"  say  they,  God  knows 
the  requirements  of  his  people  he  will  give  or 
withhold  them  without  their  interference,  and 
therefore  no  advantage  can  be  received  from 
prayer." 

Such  an  assertion  is  in  spirit  contrary  to  the 
divine  commands,  to  the  example  of  holy  men, 
and  to  the  experience  of  the  church.    We  are  to 
ask,  that  we  may  receive,  and  as  God  desires  we 
should  always  be  mindful  of  our  continual  de- 
pendence upon  him,  he  may  not  give,  unless  we 
ask  of  him,  as  his  word  directs.    In  petitioning 
God,  the  christian  attempts  not  to  dictate.  By 
his  petitioning,  he  acknowledges  a  power  in  Grod, 
to  grant  or  refuse,  as  may  seem  good  unto  him. 
But  by  faithful  prayer  through  the  Mediator,  we 
secure  God  s  guidance  in  the  result  of  each  event. 
We  know  although  God  may  withhold  that  for 
which  we  petition,  our  real  wants  will  be  sup- 
plied.   We  can  thus  rely  with  confidence  on  the 
result  when  committed  to  God,  whether  it  should 
at  first  prove  in  accordance  with  our  wishes,  or 
contrary  to  our  desires. 
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'*  We,  ignorant  of  ourselves. 
Beg  often  our  own  htrm,  which  the  wise  God 
Denies  us,  for  our  good." 

God  is  not  only  the  hearer,  but  the  answerer  of 
prayer,  and  he  often  answers  in  rich  abundance, 
by  means  altogether  unexpected.  It  therefore 
becomes  believers  "  always  to  pray."  To  be  often 
in  their  chamber.  To  be  often  on  their  knees. 
Prayer  cherishes  christian  hope,  and  bids  it  bloom 
into  reality.  Prayer,  when  accepted  of  God, 
moves  heaven  and  earth.  It  is  the  sceptre  of 
power,  in  the  hand  of  the  true  believer,  When 
Moses  prayed,  the  consuming  fire  of  punishment 
was  quenched.  Prayer  drew  water  from  the 
flinty  rock.  Prayer  saved  Israel.  By  prayer 
Elisha  raised  the  dead,  and  the  life  of  Hezekiah 
was  prolonged.  In  prayer,  St.  Peter  was  in- 
structed by  a  vii^ion,  and  St.  Paul's  parting  words 
to  the  elders  of  Ephesus,  were  words  of  blessing 
and  of  prayer. 

O  Divine  and  Eternal  Spirit  of  all  grace !  who 
art  ever  making  intercession  for  us,  with  groan- 
ings  which  cannot  be  uttered,  by  whom  alone  we 
can  say  Jesus  is  the  Lord,  come  thou,  and  dwell 
in  our  hearts,  that  whether  by  invocation,  adora- 
tion, confession,  dedication,  thanksgiving  or  bles- 
sing, we  may  be  enabled  reverently  and  ac- 
ceptably to  approach  our  heavenly  Father  in 
prayer,  —  prayer,  offered  through  the  merits 
of  the  Saviour,  by  thy  sacred  influence  known 
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and  felt  in  our  heart.  Behold  he  prayeth," 
was  the  assurance  given  by  Jesus  himself^  of  the 
genuine  faith  and  conversion  of  a  blessed  Apostle. 
May  it  be  so  of  ours.  When  the  sun  of  this  life 
hath  set,  and  a  new  existence  hath  commenced, 
may  we  then  know  that  all  our  prayers  on  earth 
for  grace  are  realised,  by  grace  being  changed  to 
glory  in  heaven.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  God,  the  protector  of  all  that  trust  in  thee, 
without  whom  nothing  is  strong,  nothing  is  holy ; 
increase  and  multiply  upon  us  thy  mercy ;  that, 
thou  being  our  ruler  and  guide,  we  may  so  pass 
through  things  temporal,  that  we  finally  lose  not 
the  things  eternal :  grant  this,  O  Heavenly  Father, 
for  Jesus  Christ's  sake  our  Lord.  Amen. 


O  thou,  who  art  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of 
all,  unchanged  by  time,  unchanged  by  eternity, 
in  every  season  of  our  joy,  in  every  hour  of  our 
affliction,  we  would  still  come  unto  thee,  O  God. 
Lord,  awaken  in  our  hearts,  feelings  of  true  de- 
votion, and  make  our  souls  altogether  thine  own. 
What  have  we,  that  we  have  not  received  of  thy 
bounteous  hand  ?  Day  after  day,  thou  suppliest 
our  numerous  wants.  Not  only  is  the  earth  rich 
with  thy  bounty,  but  the  humblest  creature  in  the 
universe  shares  in  thy  precious  gifts.    Alas,  O 
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Lord,  we  have  not  rendered  the  homage  due  unto 
thee,  although  thou  hast  been  so  kind  unto  us. 
We  have  not  remembered  the  source  from  whence 
every  bounty  flows.  By  preferring  the  service  of 
sin,  and  by  shewing  our  indifference  to  thy  good- 
ness ;  our  hearts  have  been  too  long  alienated  from 
thee,  the  Giver  of  every  good  gift.  Lord,  have 
mercy  upon  us.  Our  trust  is  still  in  thee.  Un- 
worthy as  we  have  been  of  the  least  of  thy  mercies, 
we  contemplate  with  wonder,  adoration,  and  praise, 
the  manner  of  love  wherewith  thou  hast  loved 
us.  Thou  didst  not  spare  thine  only  Son  Jesus, 
but  didst  freely  give  him  up  to  the  death  for  us 
all.  We  come  unto  thee  through  him,  with  con- 
fession of  our  sins,  and  with  petitions  for  pardon, 
for  his  sake  who  died  to  save  us.  Lord,  deny  us 
not  thy  grace.  Let  every  worldly  affection  be 
crucified  with  Christ,  that  the  body  of  iniquity 
may  be  destroyed,  that  henceforth  we  may  not 
serve  sin.  Elevated  to  the  high  rank  of  thy 
children,  may  we  be  thine  in  heart,  speech  and 
behaviour.  May  men  take  knowledge  of  us, 
that  we  have  been  with  Jesus.  We  earnestly  pray 
for  the  church,  thy  beautiful  house,  where  our 
fathers  worshipped.  Preserve  her  alike  from 
treacherous  friends,  and  malignant  enemies. 
Lord,  may  the  sick,  the  afflicted,  the  mourners, 
and  the  dying,  share  in  the  riches  of  thy  grace. 
Unveil  to  them  the  Man  of  Sorrows,  in  his  charac- 
ter of  their  Lord  and  Saviour.    O  heavenly  Father, 
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bless  all  our  friends.  O  merciful  God,  forgive 
our  enemies,  and  may  we  in  our  future  life,  ex- 
perience grace,  mercy  and  peace,  through  the 
blessed  Redeemer,  who  taught  us  thus  to  pray: 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  4th  chapter  of 
the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews. 

"  Let  us  therefore  fear,  lest  a  promise  being  left  us  of 
entering  into  bis  rest,  any  of  you  should  seem  to  come 
short  of  it;  for  unto  us  was  the  gospel  preached,  as  well  as 
unto  them ;  but  the  word  preached  did  not  profit  them,  not 
being  mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  heard  it.  For  we 
which  have  believed  do  enter  into  rest,  as  he  said.  As  I 
have  sworn  in  my  wrath,  if  they  shall  enter  into  my  rest : 
although  the  works  were  finished  fi*om  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  For  he  spake  in  a  cerCain  place  of  the  seventh 
day  on  this  wise,  and  God  did  rest  the  seventh  day  from 
all  his  works.    And  in  this  place  again,  if  they  shall  enter 
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into  my  rest.    Seeing  therefore  it  remainetb  that  some 
must  enter  therein^  and  they  to  whom  it  was  first  preached 
entered  not  in  because  of  unbelief :  (Again^  he  limiteth  a 
certain  day,  saying,  in  David,  To-day,  after  so  long  a  time: 
as  it  is  said,  To-day  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not 
your  hearts.    For  if  Jesus  had  given  them  rest,  then  would 
he  not  afterward  have  spoken  of  another  day.  There 
remaineth  therefore  a  rest  to  the  people  of  God.    For  he 
that  is  entered  into  his  rest,  he  also  hath  ceased  from  his  own 
works,  as  God  did  from  his.)    Let  us  labour  therefore  to 
enter  into  that  rest,  lest  any  man  fall  after  the  same  ex- 
ample of  unbelief.    For  the  word  of  God  is  quick  and 
powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two-edged  sword,  piercing 
even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of  soul  and  spirit,  and  of  the 
joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  discemer  of  the  thoughts  and 
intents  of  the  heart.    Neither  is  there  any  creature  that  is 
not  manifest  in  his  sight :  but  all  things  are  naked  and 
opened  unto  the  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do. 
Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  great  High  Priest,  that  is 
passed  into  the  heavens,  Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  let  us  hold 
fast  our  profession.  For  we  have  not  an  High  Priest  which 
cannot  be  touched  with  the  feeling  of  our  infirmities ;  but 
was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin. 
Let  us  therefore  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace, 
that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time 
of  need." 
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SERMON  XXXIV. 

MOTIVES  FOR  CHRISTIAN  EXERTION. 

In  Saint  PauVs  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  the 
9th  chapter,  at  the  2Ath  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

"  So  iiin  that  ye  may  obtain." 


What  is  life?  a  vapour  that  appeareth  for  a 
moment,  and  then  vanisheth  for  ever !  a  fleeting 
cloud,  soon  lost  in  the  obscure  horizon.  A  flame, 
now  brilliant,  now  unseen,  a  flower  blooming  and 
blossoming  but  to  die.  These  all  indicate,  that  our 
moments,  months,  years,  terminate  in  that  mysteri- 
ous future,  which  human  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  hu- 
man imagination  ever  conceived.  While  time  pass- 
eth  away,  how  varied,  yet  how  unsubstantial  are 
the  pursuits  of  mankind,  by  which  it  is  occupied. 
Some  earnestly  desire,  and  continually  pursue, 
a  transitory  fame.  Others  make  wealth  their 
idol,  and  erecting  a  golden  image  which  they  cease 
not  to  worship,  after  long  striving,  find  peace  and 
enjoyment  as  distant,  as  at  the  time  they  com- 
menced their  unblest  career.  Vanities,  worldly 
pleasures  and  folly,  are  the  baubles  for  which 
eternity  is  bartered,  souls  lost,  heaven  rendered  in- 
accessible, and  the  preparations  for  the  world  to 
come,  utterly  neglected.  Such  pursuits,  however, 
do  not  engage  their  hearts,  who  have  truly  con- 
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sidered  the  important  objects  of  eternity,  and  the 
safety  of  their  immortal  souls.  The  society  of  the 
blessed,  in  the  divine  presence,  heavenly  and  en- 
during glories,  the  pervading  holiness  of  God  ex- 
alting and  animating  every  ransomed  soul,  these 
are  the  hopes  of  the  redeemed,  who  with  sin 
pardoned,  and  grace  abiding  through  Jesus,  anti- 
cipate everlasting  joy  in  the  world  to  come. 
Such  blessings  every  true  disciple  of  Jesus  shall 
experience,  and  such  were  the  high  objects  in  the 
Apostle's  mind,  when  he  thus  exhorts  those  to 
whom  he  wrote,  *•  so  run  that  ye  may  obtain." 

These  words  contain  an  urgent  and  peculiar 
duty,  and  an  inducement  to  perform  it.  The  ex- 
hortation "  to  run,"  implies  the  necessity  of  activity 
in  the  christian  journey.  Believers  are  directed 
not  to  be  slothful  in  business,  and  if  energy  be  re- 
quired in  temporal,  it  is  still  more  necessary  in 
spiritual  pursuits.  God  loves  a  cheerful  giver,  and 
when  duty  demands,  or  an  opportunity  of  well 
doing  is  afforded,  we  must  be  diligent  for  God's 
glory,  and  for  the  eternal  interests  of  men.  The 
expression  in  the  text,  also  indicates,  that  the 
christian  must  be  continually  advancing  in  the 
pursuit  of  divine  blessings.  Seldom  are  these 
fully  unfolded  in  the  earlier  stages  of  his  journey. 
He  attains  gradually  a  knowledge  of  their  un- 
speakable value.  Nay,  it  may  even  be,  that  his 
earthly  course  is  almost  finished,  before  he  fully 
comprehends  his   heavenly  privileges.  Death 
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may  be  approaching,  ere  with  a  clear  eye,  he  caa 
see  the  loveliness  of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  where 
the  faithful  pilgrim  shall  find  blessed  repose. 
There  love  reigns.  There  Christ  mediates.  There 
all  is  holiness  and  peace.  His  heart  being  puri- 
fied by  faith,  he  delights  in  those  heavenly  visions, 
and  falls  asleep  in  Jesus,  that  he  may  enter  into 
the  joy  of  his  Lord. 

The  expression,  So  run  that  ye  may  obtain," 
also  intimates  that  time  is  short.  This  truth  the 
pages  of  history,  as  well  as  the  many  solemn 
events  in  our  own  experience,  amply  attest.  How 
often  is  the  impressive  announcement  repeated! 
How  numerous  the  sad  tales,  with  which  we 
could  prove  its  authenticity!  How  rapidly  the 
years  we  already  number,  have  fleeted  away! 
Where  are  those  with  whom  we  took  sweet  coun- 
sel? How  few  of  our  designs  for  improvement 
in  spiritual,  or  even  in  temporal  matters,  have 
been  happily  accomplished?  Life  has  rapidly 
advanced,  in  summer  without  blossoms,  in  autumn 
without  fruit.  And  thus  hath  time,  on  untiring 
wing,  been  passing  over  us,  while  friend  after 
friend  hath  been  hurried  to  the  tomb. 

The  eyes  that  shone. 
Now  dimmed  and  gone, 
The  cheexful  hearts  now  broken ! 

admonish  us,  that  neither  loveliness  of  form,  nor 
purity  of  affection,  nor  all  the  kindliness  of  friend- 
ship, can  arrest  the  destroying  angel,  or  alter  the 


342  Fourth  Sunday  after  I'rinity. 

judgment  pronounced  on  the  erring  father  of  man- 
kind, ''dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou 
return." 

Let  us  now  consider  the  inducement  to  begin 
the  heavenly  race.  In  adverting  to  a  race,  "  So 
run,"  the  Apostle  has  evidently  in  view  the 
prevalent  custom  in  the  cities  of  ancient  Greece, 
where  public  games  were  instituted.  As  an  arena 
was  assigned  for  the  competitors  to  exert  their 
powers  in  contending  for  a  promised  reward,  so 
the  Christian  ought  to  consider  this  world,  as  the 
arena  for  exercising  his  mental  powers.  The 
race,  on  which  he  is  called  to  enter,  is  from  Calvary 
to  heaven.  The  course  is  narrow,  but  it  is 
straight.  A  thousand  paths  lead  to  destruction; 
it  alone  to  everlasting  blessedness.  The  difficul- 
ties of  the  Christian  race  are  ameliorated  by  the 
promises  of  Divine  assistance.  To  have  somewhat 
of  the  form  of  mind  that  was  in  Christ,  is  the  high 
privilege  of  him  who  sets  the  Lord  continually 
before  him.  He  is,  through  grace,  led  to  a  holy 
walk  and  conversation;  to  communion  with  God; 
to  peace  and  perseverance  in  his  heavenward 
course  on  earth;  while  the  future  is  brightened 
by  those  glorious  promises,  which  shall  be  realized 
to  them,  who  are  washed,  and  purified,  and 
sanctified,  in  the  blood  of  the  Redeemer. 

Away  with  the  gauds,  and  the  fleeting  vanities  of 
time,  from  him  who  has  the  celestial  prize  in 
prospect ;  whose  heart  being  in  heaven,  counts  the 
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attainment  of  the  most  splendid  worldly  posses- 
sions, as  less  worthy  his  desire,  than  that  heavenly 
elevation  of  heart  that  enables  him  to  look  down 
'  upon  them  all.  In  that  bright  world  to  which 
his  thoughts  often  aspire,  he  shall  obtain  a  heaven- 
ly crown  ;  its  jewels,  redeeming  grace;  its  gold, 
a  Saviour's  righteousness  ;  its  lustre,  mercy's  tear; 
its  value,  a  Saviour's  blood ;  its  duration,  eternity. 
Once  inhale  the  atmosphere  of  heaven,  once  truly 
value  its  endless  glories,  and  the  soul  can  no  longer 
live  beyond  their  influence,  or  exist  without  the 
hope  of  sharing  them.  Faith  thus  realizes  all 
her  holy  contemplations.  Hope  is  thus  changed  for 
sweet  enjoyment ;  and  the  heavenly  love  of  Jesus 
has  a  home  in  the  bosom,  to  know  no  betrayal, 
and  to  experience  no  decay. 

When  our  race  on  earth  shall  be  "  run,"  and  the 
world  and  all  that  it  inherit  shall  be  for  ever  hid 
from  our  eyes,  when  our  bodies  are  in  the  grave, 
and  our  souls  in  eternity,  O  may  we  obtain  the 
blessed  reward,  and  share  in  the  eternal  rest,  that 
remaineth  to  the  people  of  God.  Let  us  remem- 
ber, that  we  owe  every  blessing  to  redeeming 
grace.  Let  us  also  remember,  that  God  s  purpose 
in  creating  man,  was  for  his  glory,  and  whilst  this 
is  promoted  by  those  who  avail  themselves  of 
the  salvation  he  offers  in  his  beloved  Son,  others 
who  neglect  that  salvation,  shall  deeply  suffer 
and  lament  their  doom.  Yet  if  they  will  now 
turn  from  the  evil  of  their  ways ;  if  their  hearts  be 
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now  melted  with  the  assurance  of  the  love  of  God 
in  Jesus,  they  shall  be  saved ;  for  whosoever 
Cometh  unto  Jesus  "  he  will  in  no  wise  cast  out." 
He  still  loves  them.  He  still  mediates  for  them.  ' 
O  then  come  unto  him  to  share  the  heavenly 
prize,  to  join  the  company  of  the  blessed  ! 

Souls  of  the  Saints  in  heaven !  tell  us,  for  you 
best  can  tell,  the  glories  that  await  the  true  believer. 
Unfold  the  celestial  portals ;  let  us  listen  to  the 
hymn  of  unceasing  praise !  But  no>  your  corrup* 
tible  bodies  are  now  incorruptible;  it  hath  not 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  your  joy; 
and  your  assurance  of  heaven's  happiness,  were  it 
permitted,  could  not  give  us  more  certainty  of 
your  bliss,  than  what  we  now  possess ;  for  it  is 
pledged  to  his  redeemed  by  the  immutable  God, 
as  the  inheritance  of  his  people. 

That  we  through  the  Redeemer  may  share  these 
blessings,  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God  which  passe th  all 
understanding,  keep  your  heart  and  mind,  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  Grod  Almighty, 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be 
amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Grant,  O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  that  the  course 
of  this  world  may  be  so  peaceably  ordered  by  thy 
governance,  that  thy  church  may  joyfully  serve 
thee  in  all  godly  quietness,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 


O  Lord  God  of  Israel,  there  is  no  God  like  thee 
in  the  heavens  above,  or  in  the  earth  beneath, 
who  keepest  covenant,  and  showest  mercy  unto 
thy  servants.  Thou  art  the  same,  and  thy  years 
have  no  end.  Exalted  above  the  highest  con- 
ceptions of  men  or  of  angels,  yet  thou  conde- 
scendest  to  visit  in  mercy  all  who  come  unto 
thee,  in  the  name  of  the  blessed  Saviour,  and 
who,  sensible  of  their  lost  state  by  nature,  and  by 
Mricked  works,  cling  unto  the  hope  set  before 
them  in  the  Gospel.  O  Lord,  may  we  clearly 
perceive,  that  there  is  no  other  name,  by  which 
we  can  be  saved,  but  the  name  of  Jesus.  Lord^ 
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we  believe,  help  thou  our  unbelief.  May  we  be 
assured  that  Jesus  came  to  save,  not  to  reward. 
We  bless  thee,  that  the  proclamation  of  pardon  is 
intended  to  embrace  even  the  chief  of  sinners,  if  be 
will  return  from  the  evil  of  his  ways,  and  accept 
salvation  on  thy  free  and  gracious  terms.  For  the 
Redeemer's  sake,  we  implore  pardon  of  guilt;  and 
for  the  future,  O  enable  us  through  divine  grace 
to  walk  in  holiness,  righteousness,  and  truth,  as 
we  strive  to  imitate  Jesus,  who  has  set  us  an  exam- 
ple, that  we  should  follow  his  steps.  Washed, 
and  purified,  and  sanctified,  in  his  precious  blood, 
may  we  become  new  creatures  in  him,  be  liberated 
from  the  powers  of  Satan,  and  rejoice  in  that  free- 
dom wherein  Christ  hath  made  us  free.  Lord, 
bless  the  ministers  of  thy  church,  and  their  en- 
deavours to  bring  souls  unto  thee.  Paul  may 
plant,  and  ApoUos  water,  but  thou  alone  canst 
send  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  reign  within  the  heart,  and 
to  give  the  increase.  Lord,  bless  the  whole  body  of 
the  people ;  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  young 
and  old ;  may  they  be  all  taught  of  thee.  Have 
mercy,  we  beseech  thee,  on  the  sick,  the  afflicted, 
and  the  dying.  May  they  feel,  that  thou  wilt 
never  leave,  and  never  forsake  them.  Lord,  bless 
our  friends,  forgive  our  enemies,  and  graciously 
hear  us,  and  protect  us,  for  the  sake  of  thy  be- 
loved  Son,  who,  while  on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to 
pray :  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
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thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil  ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  first  chapter 
of  the  Hebrews. 

"  God,  who  at  sundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners, 
spake  in  time  past  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath 
in  these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son,  whom  he 
bath  appointed  Heir  of  all  things,  by  whom  also  he  made 
the  worlds ;  who,  being  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  and 
the  express  image  of  his  person,  and  upholding  all  things 
by  the  word  of  his  power,  when  he  had  by  himself  purged 
our  sins,  sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on 
high.  Being  made  so  much  better  than  the  angels,  as  he 
hath  by  inheritance  obtained  a  more  excellent  name  than 
they.  For  unto  which  of  the  angels  said  he  at  any  time, 
Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  T  begotten  thee?  and 
again,  I  will  be  to  him  a  Father,  and  he  shall  be  to  me  a 
Son  ?  And  again,  when  he  bringeth  in  the  first  Begotten 
into  the  world,  he  saith.  And  let  all  the  angels  of  God 
worship  him.  And  of  the  angels  he  saith.  Who  maketh 
his  angels  spirits,  and  his  ministers  a  flame  of  fire.  But 
unto  the  Son  he  saith,  Thy  throne^  O  God,  is  for  ever  and 
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ever,  a  sceptre  of  righteousness  is  the  sceptre  of  thy  king- 
dom. Thou  hast  loved  righteousness,  and  hated  iniquity ; 
therefore  God,  even  thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with  the 
oil  of  gladness  above  thy  fellows.  And  Thou,  Lord,  in 
the  beginning  hast  laid  the  foundation  of  the  earth ;  and 
the  heavens  are  the  works  of  thine  hands;  they  shall 
perish,  but  thou  remainest ;  and  they  all  shall  wax  old  as 
doth  a  garment ;  and  as  a  vesture  shalt  thou  fold  them 
up,  and  they  shall  be  changed ;  but  thou  art  the  same, 
and  thy  years  shall  not  fail.  But  to  which  of  the  angek 
said  he  at  any  time.  Sit  on  my  right  hand,  until  I  make 
thine  enemies  thy  footstool  ?  Are  they  not  all  ministering 
spirits,  sent  forth  to  minister  for  them  who  shall  be  heirs 
of  salvation?" 


SERMON  XXXV. 

GOD  ADDRESSES  US  BY  JESUS. 

In  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  the  \st  chapter  and 
in  the  \st  and  2nd  verses,  it  is  thus  written  : 

"God,  who  at  sundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners, 
spake  in  time  past  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets,  hath 
in  these  last  days  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son.'' 


Not  only  were  the  arguments  used  by  the  in- 
spiration of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  epistles  of  the 
New  Testament,  best  suited  to  the  people  to 
whom  they  were  addressed,  but  even  the  style  or 
language  in  which  these  arguments  were  embodied. 
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was  composed,  so  as  to  be  most  congenial  to  the 
taste  of  the  converts,  by  whom  the  epistle  was  to 
be  received,  and  to  be  read.  St.  Paul,  when  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  addressing  the  Hebrews,  in  the 
epistle  that  bears  their  name,  assumes  a  style  of 
grand  and  dignified  eloquence  in  his  introductory 
verses,  not  dissimilar  to  those  impressive  messages, 
announced  from  time  to  time  by  their  leaders  to 
the  Jews,  as  the  words  of  God,  or  the  psalms  of 
their  minstrel  king,  or  the  inspired  language  of  their 
prophet  Isaiah,  wrapt  in  sacred  fire,"  and  also 
speaking  in  the  very  words  of  the  Eternal  Jehovah, 
That  a  style  suitable  to  the  taste  of  the  con- 
verted Jews,  and  particularly  alluding  to  their 
former  ceremonial  observances,  was  most  likely  to 
attract  the  Hebrew  church,  will  appear  obvious, 
for  the  Jews  had  been  long  deservedly  considered 
*'  a  peculiar  people."  Not  only  did  their  manners 
and  customs  differ  from  those  of  neighbouring 
nations,  but  their  religion,  their  ceremonies,  their 
laws,  and  government,  being  instituted  and  regu- 
lated by  God  himself,  placed  them  apart  from 
every  other  people.  The  Apostle  intimates  in  the 
epistle  addressed  to  the  Hebrews,  that  the  sacri- 
fices and  types  of  the  Jewish  economy,  evidently 
pointed  to  that  greater  Sacrifice,  which  was  to 
purify  men  from  their  sins,  and  which  had  been 
offered  on  Mount  Calvary,  for  their  deliverance. 
In  addition  to  ordinances.  Saint  Paul  also  shows, 
that  God  appointed  at  various  times,  prophets  to 
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foretell,  and  holy  men  to  proclaim,  the  advent  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace,  that  the  eyes  of  Israel  might 
be  directed  to  the  coming  Messiah.  He  claims 
for  himself  the  title  of  being  one  of  themselves, 
a  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews,  under  the  new  dis- 
pensation; asserting  its  infinite  excellence,  and 
superior  privileges,  since  by  the  sacrifice  of 
Christ's  body,  "once  offered  up,"  they  would 
obtain  the  remission  of  their  transgressions,  under 
God's  own  words,  "  their  sins  and  their  iniqui- 
ties I  will  remember  no  more." 

But  it  was  not  for  the  Jews  only,  that  God  in 
times  past  spake  unto  the  fathers.  He  hath 
"  spoken  unto  us.''  He  hath  desired  that  we 
should  be  his  people,  and  he  should  be  our  God. 
Let  us  take  heed  to  these  things,  and  humbly  and 
faithfully  examine  our  hearts,  whether  we  indeed 
be  solicitous  that  he  alone  should  reign  over 
us.  If  God  be  our  King,  and  hath  spoken 
unto  us,"  our  hope,  like  that  of  the  converted 
Hebrews,  must  be  in  Jesus  Christ,  whom  he  hath 
sent,  for  **God  hath  spoken  unto  us  by  his  Son." 

There  never  were  any  events  of  which  there 
is  more  distinct  evidence,  than  of  the  birth,  the 
life,  and  the  death  of  Jesus.  More  than  seven 
hundred  years  before  his  advent,  Isaiah  had  pro- 
phesied of  one  who  was  to  bear  our  griefs,  and 
carry  our  sorrows."  One  who  was  to  be  "wounded 
for  our  transgressions,  and  bruised  for  our  iniqui- 
ties."   What  can  such  language  mean,  if  we  ex- 
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elude  from  the  history  of  the  world,  the  life, 
the  sufferings,  and  the  death  of  the  lowly  Jesus  ? 
Yes,  blessed  Saviour!  for  our  sake  the  crown 
of  thorns  was  placed  upon  thy  head,  and  o'er  thy 
holy  countenance  the  life-blood  ran  !  For  us  thou 
wert  mocked,  reviled,  and  scourged,  and  when 
men,  uniting  with  the  powers  of  darkness,  strove 
alike  to  grieve  thee,  the  language  from  thy  parched 
lips  was  this,  Father,  forgive  them,  for  they 
know  not  what  they  do."  Jesus,  Saviour !  shall 
such  kindness  on  thy  part  not  gain  our  love  ? 
Shall  such  offers  of  mercy  as  thine  be  rejected  ? 
Shall  a  mission  so  important,  by  an  ambassador 
so  dignified,  not  be  welcomed  with  gratitude, 
especially  when  it  is  our  only  means  of  escape 
from  the  slavery  of  a  powerful  active  and  ma- 
licious adversary  ? 

If  God  hath  indeed  spoken  unto  us  by  his 
Son,"  and  we  with  sincerity  have  listened,  we 
shall  endeavour  to  imitate  our  Saviour,  in  all  his 
imitable  perfections. 

It  was  given  to  the  Apostles  to  work  miracles, 
and  endowed  with  power  from  on  high,  nature 
was  ever  ready  to  obey  their  summons ;  but  the 
age  of  miracles  hath  now  passed  away,  and  our 
imitation  of  the  Saviour  must  consist  in  our 
obeying  the  will  of  our  heavenly  Father.  If  we 
love  God,  we  shall  keep  his  commandments.  If 
we  love  the  Saviour,  we  shall  obey  his  precepts. 
We  shall  revere  him,  and  honour  his  laws.  Not 
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from  fear,  for  that  is  the  service  of  slaves:  not 
with  the  idea  of  our  obedience  making  us  accep- 
table to  Jehovah,  for  that  would  be  the  service  of 
vanity;  but  with  the  joyful  service  of  gratitude  for 
unbounded  mercy.  With  this  as  the  christian's  in- 
spiring principle,  the  service  of  God  becomes  a  de- 
light. To  do  the  will  of  his  heavenly  Father,  be- 
comes as  his  meat  and  his  drink.  He  is  accepted  in 
the  Beloved.  He  has  become  a  new  man  in  Christ 
Jesus,  through  whom  his  heart  is  purified,  now 
a  heart  wherein  God  reigns,  and  in  which  the  Holy 
Spirit  hath  his  dwelling  place. 

If  God  hath  indeed  spoken  unto  us,*'  let  us 
attend  with  diligence,  and  zealously  improve  those 
opportunities  of  religious  knowledge  which  he 
graciously  permits  us  to  enjoy. 

The  believer  must  not  only  know  himself,  he 
must  know  his  Bible,  its  duties,  and  its  doctrines. 
In  it  he  will  be  taught,  that  it  is  long  ere  the  human 
heart  is  so  humbled  as  to  rely  on  its  only  true  se- 
curity— not  itself,  but  Jesus.  Even  after  the  be- 
liever has  advanced  for  a  season  on  his  heavenly 
journey,  self-righteousness,  as  a  thorn  in  his  path, 
will  catch  his  garment,  and  retard  his  progress. 
Humility  is  at  all  times  one  of  the  christian's  safe- 
guards, and  he  will  be  taught  it  also  in  his  Bible. 
Humility  will  teach  him  to  look  at  the  light  that 
surrounds  the  cross,  and  in  the  lowly  dying  Saviour, 
he  will  behold  an  atonement,  the  value  of  which 
is  unspeakable. 
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Pardon  for  infinite  offence  !  and  pardon  too, 
Through  means  that  speak  its  value  infinite. 
A  pardon  bought  with  blood,  with  blood  divine ! 
With  blood  divine,  of  him  I  made  my  foe. 

Ever  humbled  by  a  sense  of  bis  many  errors, 
let  the  christian  fly  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  who 
taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  assured  by 
his  own  words,  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit^ 
for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Blessed 
are  the  meek,  for  they  shall  inherit  the  earth/' 

For  ever  praised  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  the  means  by  which  the  be- 
liever has  been  rescued  from  sin  and  misery,  are  free 
unto  all.  What  the  blood  of  bulls,  and  of  goats, 
and  rivers  of  oil,  and  clouds  of  incense  could  not 
expiate,  was  removed  and  washed  away  by  the 
pains,  and  blood,  and  wounds,  and  death,  of  the 
blessed  Redeemer.  The  sacrifice  of  Jesus  invests 
the  returning,  repentant  and  forgiven  sinner  with 
robes  of  righteousness,  and  procures  for  him  an 
eternal  crown  of  glory.  By  it  he  is  united  to  the 
holy  company  of  the  blessed,  and  mingles  his 
prayers  with  those  that  ascend  before  the  throne 
of  the  Eternal,  while  he  on  earth  in  all  things 
endeavours  to  manifest  the  character  of  one, 
whose  heart  and  treasure  are  in  heaven. 

Has  Grod  spoken  to  us,  and  have  we  not  re- 
plied ?  Have  we  been  warned  by  him  of  our 
danger,  and  have  we  still  continued  in  sin  ?  If  so, 
^d  thou  only  knowest,  O  our  God !  let  the  hard 
heart  of  such  sinners  be  softened,  whether  by  a 
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direct  application  of  thy  word,  or  by  instructive 
admonition,  or  by  the  accusations  of  conscience, 
or  by  a  glow  of  gratitude  for  thy  love  in  Jesus. 
Cbrist^s  love  for  men  did  not  cease  when  be  died. 
He  still  loves  them,  pleads  for  them,  and  invites 
them  to  share  his  glory.  Let  not  the  trembling 
sinner  ever  doubt  God's  willingness,  or  Christ's 
power  to  save,  "  who  having  made  peace  through 
the  blood  of  his  cross  by  him  to  reconcile  all 
things  to  himself,  by  him  I  say,  whether  they  be 
things  on  earth,  or  things  in  heaven."  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in 
the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  God,  who  hast  prepared  for  them  that  love 
thee,  such  good  things  as  pass  man's  understand- 
ing ;  pour  into  our  heart  such  love  toward  thee, 
that  we,  loving  thee  above  all  things,  may  obtain 
thy  promises,  which  exceed  all  that  we  can  desire, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

Be  merciful  unto  us,  O  Lord,  be  merciful  unto 
us,  for  our  souls  trust  in  thee.  Yea,  in  the  shadow 
of  thy  wings  will  we  make  our  refuge.  Be  thou 
exalted,  O  God,  above  the  heavens,  and  let  thy 
glory  be  above  all  the  earths  Our  Father  which 
art  in  heaven,  may  our  hearts  in  adoration  of  thy 
divine  character  and  perfections,  be  exalted  unto 
higher  reverence,  and  more  godly  fear,  and  re- 
membering that  we  are  now  in  thy  presence,  may 
we  approach  thee  as  a  Spirit,  who  art  to  be 
worshipped  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  O  Lord,  enable 
us  truly  to  feel,  that  there  is  no  name  under  heaven 
by  which  we  can  be  saved,  but  the  name  of  Jesus* 
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We  adore  thy  love  towards  us,  that  gave  him  to 
die  for  us.  Ever  blessed  be  the  Saviour,  who 
bore  the  bitter  mockings  of  his  countrymen,  and 
all  the  agonies  of  our  guilt  on  his  pure  soul,  that 
we  might  be  forgiven,  and  through  him  privileged 
to  come  unto  thee,  O  God,  as  children  unto  a 
forgiving  parent,  to  receive  pardon,  and  reconcilia- 
tion, through  his  precious  blood.  We  bless  thee 
that  there  is  such  a  Deliverer  out  of  Zion,  who  bath 
declared  good  tidings  of  g^eat  joy  to  mankind. 
We  rejoice,  that  thou  art  willing  to  receive  us 
through  him,  and  we  pray,  that  delivered  from 
the  influence  of  all  our  spiritual  foes,  we  may 
through  grace  live  the  life  of  the  righteous,  that 
our  latter  end  may  be  like  his.  O  God,  make  thy 
name  to  be  feared  and  honoured  among  the  nations, 
and  thy  praise  to  be  celebrated  from  shore  to  shore. 
May  men  be  yet  brought  into  the  fold  of  Christ, 
who  are  now  wanderers  on  the  mountains  of  pre- 
judice, folly,  pride  or  sin.  Let  the  all  conquer- 
ing Saviour  go  forth  triumphantly  to  make  new 
converts  to  the  cross.  Gracious  God,  we  pray 
for  those  who  are  near  and  dear  to  us,  that  thou 
wouldst  bless  them ;  for  our  enemies,  that  thou 
wouldst  forgive  them ;  for  thy  ministers,  that  thou 
wouldst  prosper  them  in  their  sacred  duties;  and 
for  all  men,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  the  truth, 
and  live  therein,  being  accepted,  through  our 
blessed  Redeemer,  who  while  on  earth  taught  us 
thus  to  pray :  — 
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Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine^s  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  llth  chapter  of 
Hebrews^  from  the  \st  to  the  lOi^  verse. 

^*  Now  faith  is  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for,  the 
evidence  of  things  not  seen;  for  by  it  the  elders  obtained  a 
good  report.  Through  faith  we  understand  that  the 
worlds  were  framed  by  the  word  of  God ;  so  that  things 
which  are  seen  were  not  made  of  things  which  do  appear. 
By  faith  Abel  offered  unto  God  a  more  excellent  sacrifice 
than  Cain,  by  which  he  obtained  witness  that  he  was 
righteous,  God  testifying  of  his  gifts ;  and  by  it  he,  being 
dead,  yet  speaketh.  By  faith  Enoch  was  translated  that 
he  should  not  see  death ;  and  was  not  found,  because  Grod 
had  translated  him ;  for  before  his  translation  he  had 
this  testimony,  that  he  pleased  God;  but  without  faith  it 
is  impossible  to  please  him :  for  he  that  cometh  to  God 
must  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  them 
that  diligently  seek  him.  By  faith  Noah,  being,  warned  of 
God  of  things  not  seen  as  yet,  moved  with  fear,  prepared 
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an  ark  to  the  saying  of  his  house ;  by  the  which  he  cod- 
demned  the  world,  and  became  heir  of  the  righteousness 
which  is  by  faith.  By  faith  Abraham,  when  he  was  called 
to  go  out  into  a  place  which  he  should  after  receive  for  an 
inheritance,  obeyed ;  and  he  went  out,  not  knowing  whither 
he  went.  By  faith  he  sojourned  in  the  land  of  promise,  as 
in  a  strange  country,  dwelling  in  tabernacles  with  Isaac 
and  Jacob,  the  heirs  with  him  of  the  same  promise*!  for  he 
looked  for  a  city  which  hath  foundatioDSy  whose  biiilder 
and  maker  is  God." 


SERMON  XXXVI. 

ON  THE  PREACHING  OF  NOAH. 

In  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews^  the  Wth  chapter, 
and  7  th  verse,  it  is  thus  mitten : 

By  faith  Noah,  being  warned  of  God  of  things  not  seen 
as  yet,  mored  with  fear,  prepared  an  ark  to  the  saving  of  his 
house ;  by  the  which  he  condenmed  the  world,  and  became 
heir  of  the  righteousness  which  is  by  faith." 

The  promise  of  God  to  his  people,  is  the  founda- 
tion on  which  they  trust  for  time  and  for  eternity. 
The  arm  of  the  Almighty,  never  weary  in  protect- 
ing his  chosen  servants,  even  amidst  the  most 
gloomy  hours  of  their  existence,  may  by  the  eye 
of  faith  be  recognised,  far  above  every  impending 
calamity,  dispersing  its  dangers,  and  arranging  all 
its  threatenings,  into  tranquillity,  and  peace.  The 


Sixth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 


359 


darkness  that  lowers  around,  shall  give  place  to 
a  season  of  clear  shining/'  and  be  perceived  as 
only  for  a  time  concealing  abundant  mercies,  and 
hidden  blessings,  already  on  their  descent  from 
heaven.  Thus  are  the  faith  and  confidence  of 
believers  strongly  manifested,  by  patient  waiting 
upon  God.  Taught  to  fly  at  all  times  to  their 
refuge  and  strong  tower,  they  become  more  and 
more  able  to  resist  all  the  temptations,  with 
which  their  own  natural  apprehensions  of  calamity 
and  woe,  or  the  delusions  of  the  evil  one  may 
endeavour  to  assail.  Draw  nigh  unto  (xod,  and 
he  will  draw  nigh  unto  you,"  is  an  injunction 
which  is  not  given,  nor  intended  for  the  happier 
hours  of  our  existence  alone :  at  all  times,  and  in 
all  seasons,  blessing  will  follow  its  obedience,  and 
he  who  most  faithfully  obeys  it,  will  soonest 
receive  those  blessings  it  confers.  Thus  the  faith 
that  saved  Noah,  was  a  firm  belief  in  the  power, 
promises,  and  threatenings  of  God,  and  an 
apprehensira  of  his  mercy  in  Jesus,  typified  by 
the  ark  of  safety. 

The  faith  of  the  Christian  is  also  a  saving 
grace,  in  which  the  power,  promises,  and  threaten'^ 
ings  of  God,  are  truly  apprehended,  and  his  mercy 
recognised,  and  applied  to  the  heart,  through  the 
believer's  security,  and  trust  in  the  atoning  sacrifice 
of  the  Redeemer.  Jehovah,  from  his  throne  on  high, 
having  at  the  time  to  which  the  text  alludes,  beheld 
the  sofis  of  men,  and  perceiving  that  all  went  after 
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their  own  wickedDess,  and  that  neither  his  fear 
nor  love  was  in  their  hearts,  determined  to  sweep 
away  from  the  earth ,  those  who  had  thus  offended, 
and  by  a  convulsion  of  nature,  as  extraordinary  in 
its  effects,  as  it  was  effectual  for  its  purpose,  de- 
stroyed the  whole  human  race,  save  Noah  and  his 
family.  We  are  not  to  suppose,  however,  that 
the  sinful  sufferers,  were  not  long  and  frequently 
warned  to  flee  from  the  coming  wrath-  Tradition 
still  recorded  the  holy  life,  and  happy  translation 
of  Enoch,  and  they  themselves  had  heard  Noah's 
preaching,  and  witnessed  his  example.  Noah  is 
termed  by  St.  Peter  a  preacher  of  righteousness." 
Noah  was  therefore  a  revealer  of  God's  word  to 
mankind,  testifying  against  sin,  and  declaring  the 
pure  and  holy  character  of  the  true  God.  But 
the  preacher  exhorted  and  warned  in  vain.  Men 
were  deaf  to  his  exhortations,  mocked  at  his  re- 
proof,  and  despised  all  his  prognostications  of  the 
divine  wrath. 

When  God's  servants  are  thus  slighted,  he 
openly  adopts  his,  and  their  cause.  He  exercises 
his  sovereign  power  on  their  behalf.  He  causes 
men  to  fear  his  holy  name,  and  to  honour  him  in 
the  person  of  those  whom  he  has  honoured  to  pro- 
claim his  will,  by  bringing  down  the  terrors  of  his 
wrath  upon  the  guilty  despisers  of  his  ministers, 
his  word,  or  his  laws. 

We  are  informed  in  another  portion  of  scripture, 
that  as  soon  as  Noah  and  his  family  came  forth  of 
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the  ark,  he  called  them  around  him,  that  they 
might  unite  together  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
an  altar  to  God  their  deliverer.  Impressed  with 
the  power  and  majesty  of  the  divine  presence, 
around  that  altar  they  bow  in  lowly  reverence, 
and  with  grateful  hearts  humbly  ascribe  the  glory 
due  unto  God,  as  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
lords,  the  great  and  unchanging  Jehovah. 

In  whatever  situation  the  Christian  may  be 
placed,  it  is  his  high  privilege,  as  well  as  his  im^ 
perative  duty,  to  acknowledge  in  all  things  the 
hand  of  his  heavenly  Father.  In  every  step  of  his 
journey,  he  finds  good  cause  to  erect  his  altar, 
and  to  inscribe  thereon,  Ebenezer,"  hitherto 
the  Lord  hath  helped  me.  In  every  event  of  life, 
he  at  length  perceives  and  piously  acknowledges 
the  arm  of  an  overruling  and  protecting  providence. 
Thus  he  feels  secure,  under  all  the  changes  and 
sorrows  of  time,  the  storms  of  adversity,  and  even 
amid  the  pangs  of  dissolution.  On  the  sacred 
mount,  in  view  of  the  heavenly  Canaan,  he  may 
yet  look  back  on  the  path -way  he  hath  trode 
on  his  earthly  pilgrimage,  and  gratefully  ac- 
knowledge, that  its  trials  and  difficulties  had  the 
happy  effect  of  bringing  him  to  God  with  more 
fervency  of  prayer,  and  with  a  purer  faith.  He  is 
enabled  with  the  beloved  king  of  Israel  to  exclaim, 

God  inclined  his  ear  unto  me,  therefore  will  I  call 
upon  him  as  long  as  t  live." 

The  lives  of  Noah,  Abraham,  and  Moses,  and 
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the  other  exalted  characters,  noticed  in  the 
eleventh  chapter  of  the  Hebrews,  prove  how  fre- 
quently true  &ith,  willing  sacrifice,  and  fervent 
prayer,  avail  with  Grod.  The  sacrifice  Jehovah 
requires,  is  a  broken  and  a  contrite  heart,  and 
these  he  never  did,  and  he  never  will  despise. 
God  is  as  willing  to  accept  these  now,  as  when  he 
spake  in  time  past  to  the  fathers."  Whenever 
the  lowly  penitent  can  bring  them  unto  God,  per- 
fumed with  the  incense  of  the  Redeemer's  right- 
eousness, he  will  be  heard,  and  an  answer  in  peace 
shall  descend  from  heaven,  in  gracious  reply  to  his 
humble  but  confiding  petitions. 

Christ  is  all  in  all.  To  him  the  prophets  bear 
witness.  The  sacrifice  presented  by  Noah  and 
his  family,  typified  that  sacrifice  which  on  the 
bitter  cross  was  offered  for  the  sins  of  mankind, 
that  they  might  be  delivered  from  the  wrath  of  an 
offended  God,  and  that  their  guilt  might  be  washed 
away,  in  the  Redeemer's  precious  blood.  If 
Noah  and  his  family  erected  an  altar,,  and  grate- 
fully acknowledged  their  deliverance,  how  much 
rather  ought  we,  who  have  heard  the  Gospel,  to 
bless  the  Father  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.  By  Noah  the  earth  was  again  replenished, 
and  the  mighty  waters  returning  into  their  ap- 
pointed bounds,  its  plains  were  fertilised,  its 
dwellings  arose,  a  merciful  God  afforded  his  bless- 
ing to  the  honest  labours  of  man,  whose  future 
security  from  similar  destruction  was  sealed  by 
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the  bow  of  promise,  ''and  the  waters  shall  no 
more  become  a  flood,  to  destroy  all  flesh." 

Thus  when  the  kingdom  of  grace  was  to  be  ex- 
alted, a  flood  of  sin  overwhelmed  the  world,  and 
mankind,  careless  of  warning,  and  deaf  to  reproof, 
were  perishing  in  ignorance,  obstinacy,  and  crime. 
The  blessed  Jesus  came  to  rescue  the  human 
race  from  the  dangers  about  to  overwhelm  them ; 
to  deliver  them  from  the  anger  of  an  offended 
God ;  to  invite  them  to  come  unto  him,  as  unto 
an  ark  of  safety  to  bear  them  securely  through 
every  trial,  until  the  ransomed  of  the  Lord  should 
raise  their  grateful  altar,  and  in  a  sinful  world 
confess  there  is  no  other  name  under  heaven,  by 
which  they  can  be  saved,  but  the  name  of  Jesus. 
To  thee — to  thee  alone,  blessed  Saviour!  be  the 
honour,  the  glory,  the  praise.  O  fill  our  hearts 
with  gratitude,  with  reliance  on  the  promises  of 
thy  mercy,  with  a  living,  ardent,  and  confiding 
fieiith  in  thee.  May  the  flood  of  abounding  iniquity 
be  arrested  by  the  Spirit  of  all  grace,  and  thus 
another  token  of  thy  love  be  given  us,  as  above 
the  world  of  waters  the  dove  bare  the  olive- 
branch,  to  cheer  the  heart  of  the  faithful  patri- 
arch. We  contemplate  the  wondrous  love  thou 
hast  already  manifested  towards  us,  and  as  we 
contemplate  we  willingly  adore.  In  thy  cross  we 
behold  the  sign  of  mercy.  In  thy  death  we  per- 
ceive pardon  secured.  O  give  us  to  participate 
largely  in  that  faith,  by  which  holy  men  have 
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been  enlightened  and  cheered  in  all  circumstances. 
Looking  unto  Jesus  the  author  and  finisher  of 
our  faith^  who  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him, 
endured  the  cross,  despised  the  shame,  and  is 
now  set  down  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  blessed 
for  ever.  Amen. 

May  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  know- 
ledge and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Lord  of  all  power  and  might,  who  art  the  Author 
and  Giver  of  all  good  things ;  graft  in  our  hearts 
the  love  of  thy  name,  increase  in  us  true  religion, 
nourish  us  with  all  goodness,  and  of  thy  great 
mercy  keep  us  in  the  same,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 

We  humbly  pray,  O  God,  that  we  maybe  found 
in  the  spirit  on  this  thy  holy  day,  for  thou  didst, 
at  first  creation,  sanctify  the  Sabbath  unto  thyself, 
as  a  day  of  holy  and  peaceful  rest.  May  we 
ever  hold  thy  Sabbath  day  as  honourable.  May 
we  delight  in  its  sacred  duties.  May  we  rejoice 
when  it  is  said  to  us,  Let  us  go  up  to  the  house 
of  the  Lord."  O  God,  on  this  day,  may  we  give 
our  heart  and  thoughts  to  thee.  Lord,  we  confess 
ourselves  unworthy  of  the  great  privileges  we 
enjoy.  We  have  too  often  slighted  thy  holy  day. 
We  have  too  often  despised  thy  people,  in  their 
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strictly  religious  services.  We  have  long  been 
careless  of  the  sacred  duties  of  the  day  of  peace. 
O  Lord,  in  our  future  lives,  enable  us  to  sanctiiy, 
reverence,  and  delight  in  the  Christian  Sabbath, 
the  day  of  God,  the  day  dear  to  all  true  be- 
lievers. 

We  rejoice  that  we  live  in  a  country,  wherein 
thy  Gospel  is  preached,  and  men  are  called  from 
their  evil  ways,  to  return  unto  thee,  O  Lord.  We 
rejoice  that  the  ministers  of  thy  word  are  until  this 
day,  still  bearing  thy  message  to  man,  still  declaring 
thy  Gospel  of  peace  to  a  fallen  world.  O  Lord, 
grant  that  many  may,  this  Sabbath,  be  added  to 
thy  church,  of  such  as  shall  be  saved.  May  the 
sacred  fountain,  opened  in  Zion,  have  its  healing 
waters  applied,  for  the  purification  of  many  souls, 
and  may  they  richly  experience  that  the  blood  of 
Jesus  cleanseth  from  all  sin.  O  Lord,  for  his 
sake,  blot  out  our  transgressions  against  thee.  0 
pardon  our  iniquities,  and  send  upon  us  the  hal* 
lowing  influences  of  thy  Divine  Spirit,  to  seal  and 
signify  thy  acceptance  of  us,  and  to  make  us  for 
ever  thine  own.  May  we  always  bear  about  with 
us  the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  so  that  the  life 
also  of  Jesus  may  be  manifested  in  us.  O  Lord, 
save  thy  people,  and  bless  thine  heritage.  Go^ 
vem  them,  and  lift  them  up  for  ever.  Day  by 
day  we  would  magnify  thee,  and  we  would  wor^ 
ship  thy  name,  ever  world  without  end.  Amen. 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
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thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  2nd  chapter  of 
the  book  of  Genesis,  from  the  \st  to  the  9th  verse. 

Thus  the  heavens  and  the  earth  were  finished,  and  all 
the  host  of  them.  And  on  the  seventh  day  God  ended  his 
work  which  he  had  made  :  and  he  rested  on  the  seventh 
day  from  all  his  work  which  he  had  made.  And  God 
blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  sanctified  it :  because  that  in 
it  he  had  rested  firom  all  his  work  which  God  created  and 
made.  These  are  the  generations  of  the  heavens  and  of 
the  earth,  when  they  were  created,  in  the  day  that  the 
Lord  God  made  the  earth  and  the  heavens,  and  every 
plant  of  the  field,  before  it  was  in  the  earth,  and  every 
herb  of  the  field,  before  it  grew :  for  the  Lord  God  had 
not  caused  it  to  rain  upon  the  earth,  and  there  was  not  a 
man  to  till  the  ground.  But  there  went  up  a  mist  fix>m 
the  earth,  and  watered  the  whole  fitce  of  the  ground. 
And  the  Lord  Grod  formed  man  of  the  dust  of  the  ground, 
and  breathed  into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  Ufe ;  and  man 
became  a  living  soul.   And  the  Lord  God  planted  a  gar- 
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den  eastward  in  Eden ;  and  there  he  put  the  man  whom 
he  had  formed.  And  out  of  the  ground  made  the  Lord 
God  to  grow  every  tree  that  is  pleasant  to  the  sight,  and 
good  for  food :  the  tree  of  life  also  in  the  midst  of  the 
garden,  and  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil/' 


SERMON  XXXVII. 

THE  SABBATH. 

In  the  2nd  chapter  of  the  book  of  Genesis^  at  the 
3rd  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

"  And  God  blessed  the  seventh  day,  and  sanctified  it." 


Behold  the  new  and  beautiful  world,  perfected 
by  the  hand,  and  pronounced  by  the  voice  of  the 
heavenly  Creator  to  be  "  good."  The  darkness 
which  long  brooded  over  the  face  of  the  deep,  hath 
passed  away.  The  glorious  orbs  of  light  are  un- 
veiled. The  morning  stars  sing  together.  The 
sons  of  God  shout  for  joy.  But  lo !  the  creating 
power,  which  in  succession  hath  called  into  ex- 
istence the  heavens,  and  all  the  hosts  therein, 
and  the  green  earth,  with  its  fountains,  and  its 
flowers,  —  that  creating  power  is  now  restrained, 
and  Jehovah  proclaims  a  holy  and  sanctified  rest, 
as  a  testimony  to  the  wondrous  work  of  creation, 
now  completed,  and  al^o  affording  to  the  people 
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of  God  in  all  ages,  a  reason  for  the  solemn 
dedication  of  one  day  in  seven,  to  his  sacred 
service.  The  Sabbath  was  thus  proclaimed  ho- 
ly, to  an  unfallen  world,  to  man  unpolluted  by 
sin,  made  after  the  image  of  his  Creator,  and 
it  therefore  must  be  considered  as  a  condition  of 
original  creation,  which  no  subsequent  circum- 
stances of  God's  people  can  alter,  called  upon  as 
they  thus  are,  to  obey  this  the  first,  eternal,  and 
unchanging  commandment,  of  the  great  Ruler  of 
heaven  and  of  earth.  This  original  law  was  re- 
peatedly enforced  at  future  periods  in  the  history  ^ 
of  God's  church  and  people.  "  Remember  the 
Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy,"  was  announced 
amid  the  thunders  of  Sinai,  and  remains  as  un- 
changeable, as  any  other  injunction  of  the  Deca- 
logue. The  christian  therefore  is  as  imperatively 
commanded  to  fulfil  this  injunction  as  he  is  com- 
manded to  avoid  thefl,  covetousness,  or  licentious- 
ness. 

The  Sabbath  was  the  subject  of  frequent  al- 
lusion in  the  Old  Testament,  and  its  sacredness 
was  carefully  maintained  in  the  New.  Our  Sa- 
viour preached  in  the  synagogues  on  the  Ssibbath 
day,  and  he  commanded  men  to  render  unto  God, 
the  things  that  be  God's."  While  by  his  rebuke  to 
the  hypocritical  pharisees,  he  showed,  that  they 
were  altogether  ignorant  of  the  hallowed  spirit, 
and  true  object  of  the  sacred  day,  because  they 
exclusively  attended  to  its  ceremonies  and  out- 
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ward  observance,  but  neglected  the  true  spirit  of 
its  religious  character. 

It  is  also  evident  from  Scripture,  that  one  day 
of  the  week  was  pre-eminently  a  day  of  religious 
fellowship,  and  christian  experience,  in  the  primi- 
tive church.  On  the  first  day  of  the  week,  Christ 
arose  from  the  dead.  On  the  same  day,  in  the 
following  week,  he  appeared  to  rebuke  the  incre- 
dulity of  St.  Thomas,  and  to  confirm  the  faith  of 
his  bereaved  and  sorrowing  disciples.  After  his 
ascension,  on  the  same  blessed  day,  the  Holy 
Spirit  descended.  Afterwards  we  find  the  dis- 
ciples met  together  on  that  day,  to  break  bread, 
or  celebrate  the  Eucharist;  that  holy  ordinance 
being  most  appropriately  celebrated  on  that  holy 
day.  The  mysterious  visions  of  St.  John,  the 
beloved  disciple,  were  preceded  by  his  being  in 
the  Spirit,  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  the  picture 
drawn  of  the  millenial  era,  points  explicitly  to  the 
continuance  of  this  sacred  institution,  the  highest 
state  of  the  blessedness  of  the  church,  being  in 
connection  with  the  celebration  of  the  holy  Sab- 
bath. It  shall  come  to  pass,"  saith  Isaiah, 
**  from  one  new  moon  to  another,  and  from  one 
Sabbath  to  another,  shall  all  flesh  come  to  worship 
before  me,  saith  the  Lord."  In  whatever  light, 
then,  we  view  this  institution,  whether  as  an 
original  covenant  of  creation,  —  as  continued, 
through  the  Jews,  to  the  coming  of  Messiah,  — 
as  hallowed  by  our  Lord,  and  the  primitive 
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disciples,  —  as  commemorative  of  his  victory 
over  sin  and  the  grave,  his  triumph  over  death, 
and  his  glorious  resurrection  and  ascension,  —  or 
as  belonging  to  the  future  glory  of  the  church, 
its  holy  observance  must  be  considered  as  a  duty, 
consecrated  by  God  himself,  and  to  be  fulfilled 
in  all  ages,  by  those  who  are  willing  to  serve  him. 

The  Sabbath  hath  been  graciously  appointed 
for  temporal^  as  well  as  for  spiritual  benefit  to 
mankind.  It  is  most  important,  that  the  bustle, 
anxiety,  and  toil  of  earthly  pursuits,  should  be  for 
a  time  suspended^  and  thus  the  mind  be  relieved 
from  the  pressure  of  their  cares ;  that  the  con* 
stant  demand  on  our  exertions,  by  worldly  ob- 
jects, should  for  an  interval  cease;  and  that 
looking  beyond  the  fleeting  uncertainties  of  life, 
our  hearts  should  awaken  to  scenes  of  different 
and  loftier  contemplation.  The  sanctification  of 
the  Sabbath,  therefore,  nay,  even  the  abstaining 
from  worldly  employments,  promotes  the  happi- 
ness of  God's  creatures,  participated  as  it  may  be, 
by  the  worldling,  as  a  season  of  rest  from  his  vain 
labours  and  toil.  But  more  especially  to  the  true 
believer,  the  Sabbath  becomes  a  season  of  refresh- 
ing firom  the  Lord.  Its  calm  reminds  him  of  hea- 
venly  peace.  Its  duties  remind  him  of  heavenly 
pleasures.  Its  services,  of  the  temple  above.  Its 
prayers,  of  the  incense  of  the  saints..  Its  praises, 
of  the  songs  of  Zion.  Thus  the  Sabbath  is  to  him 
a  delight,  the  day  of  the  Lord  honourable,  and  as 
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life  passes,  the  more  will  he  rejoice  in  the  Sab- 
bath's return,  and  gladly  observe  its  services,  as 
the  best  preparation  for  that  eternal  rest  which 
reroaineth  for  the  people  of  God.  "  If  thou  call 
the  Sabbath  a  delight,"  saith  the  prophet,  I  will 
feed  thee  with  the  heritage  of  Jacob." 

If  it  be  asked,  in  what  manner  the  Sabbath  is 
to  be  kept  holy  in  the  christian's  private  hours, 
we  reply,  let  the  Scriptures  and  conscience 
decide.  One  truth  is  evident.  —  By  a  strict  at- 
tention to  the  command  of  God,  we  are  doing 
aright,  in  endeavouring  to  perform  its  duties,  and 
to  fulfil  its  spirit  as  he  desires.  On  the  contrary,  if 
we  seek  our  own  pleasure  on  that  holy  day,  if  we 
profane  it  by  idleness,  or  by  worldly  amusements 
or  pursuits,  although  lawful  on  other  days,  yet  if 
what  we  do  have  not  for  its  object  the  eternal 
benefit  of  ourselves  or  others,  it  is  certain  our 
Sabbaths  are  mispent,  and  unless,  through  grace, 
our  hearts  and  ways  be  changed,  we  thus  incur 
guilt,  and  shall  suffer  punishment.  The  Lord 
''blessed  the  Sabbath  day,  and  hallowed  it." 
May  this,  the  declaration  of  our  divine  Creator, 
be  impressed  on  our  soul,  and  regulate  our  lives. 

As  the  keeping  holy,  and  the  sanctifying  of  the 
Sabbath,  are  followed  by  a  blessing,  how  awful 
the  national,  as  well  as  individual,  guilt,  of  those 
who  profane,  it!  "  What  evil  thing,"  saith  the 
indignant  prophet,  is  this  that  ye  do,  and  pro- 
fane the  Sabbath  day  ?  Did  not  your  fathers  thus, 
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and  did  not  God  bring  all  this  evil  upon  us?" 
Nor  can  it  appear  strange,  when  a  primary  and 
unrevoked  law  of  God  is  wantonly  broken,  that 
the  whole  system  of  religious  and  civil  duties  should 
be  enfeebled,  and  that  society,  unrestrained  by  the 
edicts  of  Divine  legislation,  should  draw  down 
upon  its  crimes  the  avenging  arm  of  an  insulted 
Deity.  May  we,  then,  never  forget,  that  the 
Almighty  Being,  who  created  the  world,  demands 
the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath.  On  that  holy 
day,  let  us  enter  God  s  courts  with  praise,  and  his 
gates  with  thanksgiving.  Let  us  eagerly  hear, 
and  faithfully  listen  to  his  most  holy  word.  Let 
us  earnestly  pray  for  a  blessing  on  the  public 
services  of  his  worship.  Let  us  meditate  with 
attention  on  the  declarations  of  his  ministers,  and 
apply  their  words  to  our  own  spiritual  state.  O 
what  wonders  of  grace  does  the  minister  of  Jesus 
impart  to  our  souls !  He  tells  us  of  a  period  in 
this  world  s  history,  when  all  was  innocence  and 
peace.  When  man  held  communion  with  his 
Crod,  and  in  the  purity  of  primeval  bliss,  had  no 
jthought  which  God  might  not  approve,  and  ex- 
pressed no  sentiment  to  which  angels  might  not 
listen.  But  revelation  unfolds,  in  the  history  of 
man,  a  period  still  more  important.  It  informs 
us,  that  after  the  human  race  had  offended  God, 
had  rejected  the  King  of  kings,  had  desecrated 
the  hdy  Sabbath  of  God,  and  broken  all  his  com- 
mandments, heavenly  music  is  again  heard,  angelic 
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quires  are  singing,  and  the  sacred  hosts  over  the 
plains  of  Bethlehem  proclaim  the  message  of 
peace  and  good  will  to  a  fallen  world.  Reve- 
lation unfolds  that  the  Son  of  God  hath  descended 
from  heaven  to  earth,  on  a  mission  of  mercy  and 
of  pardon,  to  fulfil  all  the  demands  which  Jehovah 
requires  of  guilty  man,  and  to  reconcilejsinners  to 
an  offended  God. 

While  Jesus  was  slain  for  us,"  and  was  "  a 
sufficient  sacrifice,"  he  left  a  test,  by  which  we 
may  be  known,  as  reconciled  to  God,  even  by  our 
keeping  his  commandments.  Of  these,  Re- 
member the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy,"  is  one. 
Let  us  implore  divine  grace  from  on  high,  that  we 
may  render  it  our  faithful  and  willing  obedience. 
We  are  all  rapidly  hastening  to  the  unseen  regions 
of  eternity.  Every  succeeding  Sabbath  marks 
another  period  of  life  hath  elapsed.  How  im- 
portant the  consideration,  that  a  Sabbath  ap- 
proaches, when  the  bells  shall  summon  the  people 
to  the  house  of  prayer,  but  they  shall  not  summon 
us.  When  worshippers  shall  fill  the  courts  of 
God's  temple,  but  we  shall  not  be  of  the  number, 
and  while  the  morning  hymn  is  ascending  in  me- 
lody to  heaven,  the  darkened  chamber,  and  the 
pallid  countenance,  and  the  closed  eyes,  shall 
attest  in  language  although  silent,  yet  not  to  be 
misunderstood,  that  to  human  ear,  our  voice  is  for 
ever  silent.  Such  anticipations  solemnly  warn  us 
to  prepare  to  meet  our  God,  and  for  such  a  duty 


Seventh  Sunday  after  Trinity.  375 

the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath  is  indispensable. 
As  time  flies,  death  approaches.  Let  us  always  be 
in  readiness  for  that  awful  event.  May  God,  our 
heavenly  Father,  grant  that  his  holy  Sabbath  may 
ever  be  to  us  a  day  of  sacredness,  and  divine  medi- 
tation, consecrated  to  the  honour  of  him,  who  in- 
habiteth  eternity,  and  yet  who,  through  his  love  in 
the  Saviour,  also  condescends  to  be  the  Friend,  the 
Father,  and  the  God  of  all  who  obey  and  believe 
in  him,  and  in  Jesus  Christ  whom  he  hath 
sent.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  God,  whose  never  failing  providence  ordereth 
all  things  both  in  heaven  and  earth ;  we  humbly 
beseech  thee  to  put  away  from  us  all  hurtful 
things,  and  to  give  us  those  things  which  be  pro- 
fitable for  us,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


He  that  dwelleth  in  the  secret  place  of  the 
Most  High,  shall  abide  under  the  shadow  of  the 
Almighty.  I  will  say  of  the  Lord,  he  is  my 
refuge,  and  my  fortress  :  my  God,  in  him  will  1 
trust.  O  Lord,  let  thy  protecting  arm  preserve  us 
alike  from  the  power,  and  the  assaults  of  spiritual 
and  temporal  foes.  And  do  thou  also  deliver  us 
from  the  corruption  of  our  own  hearts.  By  nature 
we  know  not  God.  But,  O  grant,  that  we  now 
come  before  thee,  with  feelings  of  true  humility, 
and  repentance  for  the  past  sins  we  have  com- 
mitted.   And  with  a  sincere  faith,  that  through 
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the  blessed  Jesus,  thou  wilt  forgive  our  transgres- 
sions, and  remember  them  no  more  against  us. 
Purify  our  hearts  by  faith.  With  pardon,  grant 
also  grace  and  godliness.  May  we  never  hew 
out  for  ourselves  broken  cisterns,  that  can  hold 
no  water ;  but  may  we  be  of  the  happy  number, 
who  come  unto  thee,  on  thine  own  terms,  trusting 
to  thy  gracious  declarations,  and  sovereign  grace. 
We  rejoice  that  we  have  heard  the  joyful  sound 
of  salvation :  "  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he 
gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life."  Lord,  be  with  thy  church.  She  hath 
long  enjoyed  thy  favour,  let  her  still  appear  thy 
chosen  Zion^  and  the  glory  of  the  whole  earth. 
While  her  poor  are  filled  with  good  things,  let  her 
rich  be  grateful  for  the  abundance  of  thy  good- 
ness. O  Lord,  do  thou  pity  the  sick,  the  mourner, 
and  the  dying.  O,  shew  them,  although  thou 
lovest  the  gates  of  Zion,  thou  art  not  a  stranger  to 
the  dwellings  of  Jacob.  Lord,  grant  us  thy 
blessing  and  favour,  and  also  grant,  that  we  fully 
experience  the  peace  and  joy  of  believing,  through 
the  blessed  Redeemer,  who,  while  on  earth,  taught 
us  thus  to  pray  :  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day,  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
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not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  First  Thessaloniam, 
5th  chapter,  from  the  Hth  to  the  26th  verse. 

Now  we  exhort  you,  brethren,  warn  them  that  are 
unruly,  comfort  the  feeble  minded,  support  the  weak,  be 
patient  toward  all  men.  See  that  none  render  evil  for 
evil  unto  any  man ;  but  ever  follow  that  which  is  good, 
both  among  yourselves,  and  to  all  men.  Rejoice  evei^ 
more.  Pray  without  ceasing.  In  every  thing  give  thanks : 
for  this  is  the  will  of  Ood  in  Christ  Jesus  concerning  you. 
Quench  not  the  Spirit.  Despise  not  prophesyings.  Prove 
all  things :  hold  fast  that  which  is  good.  Abstain  from 
all  appearance  of  evil.  And  the  very  God  of  peace 
sanctify  you  wholly :  and  I  pray  God  your  whole  spirit, 
and  soul,  and  body,  be  preserved  blameless  unto  the 
coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Faithful  is  he  that 
calleth  you,  who  also  will  do  it.  Brethren,  pray  for  us. 
Greet  all  the  brethren  with  an  holy  kiss.  I  charge  you 
by  the  Lord  that  this  epistle  be  read  unto  all  the  holy 
brethren.  The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with 
you.  Amen.'* 


Eighth  Sunday  after  Trinity.  379 


SERMON  XXXVIIL 

CHRISTIAN  HAPPINESS. 

In  the  5th  chapter  of  First  Thessalonians,  in  the 
16/A  and  11  th  verses,  it  is  thus  written  : 

"  Rejoice  evennore.   Pray  without  ceasing/' 

If  man  were  only  to  consider  the  mercies  he 
enjoys,  he  would  at  all  times  find  ample  cause  for 
gratitude  to  God,  the  Author  of  every  good  and 
perfect  gift.  Is  he  exalted  in  society  ?  Then  let 
him  reflect  upon  the  unsparing  and  daily  repeti- 
tion of  enjoyments  afforded  him  from  on  high. 
Is  he  in  humble  condition?  Then  let  him  be 
grateful  to  God,  who  enables  him  to  enjoy  what 
he  does  bestow,  who  grants  him  health,  to 
continue  like  the  Apostle,  working  with  his  own 
hands."  Does  he  drink  the  cup  of  affliction? 
Let  him  consider  the  mercies  with  which  it  is 
mingled.  Does  he  sail  along  the  tide  of  pros- 
perity? Let  him  view  with  a  joyful  heart, 
the  prospect  around,  as  he  traces  the  beneficent 
hand  of  God,  giving  him  all  things  richly  to 
enjoy.  Gould  man  thus  be  taught  faithfully  to 
observe  the  mercies  which  God's  hand  is  ever 
bestowing,  he  would  at  all  times  be  ready  to  fulfil 
the  injunction  of  the  Apostle,  and  live  in  a  con- 
slant  hymn  of  holy  rejoicing  and  praise,  excited 
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by  the  mercy,  bounty,  and  loviDg  kindness,  of  his 
heavenly  Father.  Such  a  predominating  feeling 
in  the  heart,  would  crush  every  tendency  to  envy, 
malice,  or  uncharitableness.  It  would  annihilate 
from  the  bosom  those  unchristian  desires,  which 
haveonly  for  their  object  the  pleasures,  the  riches, 
or  the  honours  of  time,  and  as  it  directed  the 
believer's  hopes  and  wishes  to  things  unseen  and 
eternal,  it  would  lead  him  to  be  kindly  afFectioned 
to  all  men,  and  would  produce  an  obvious  mani- 
festation of  those  feelings,  which  the  lover  of  Grod 
more  than  the  lover  of  this  world  is  called  upon  at 
all  times  to  exercise.  This  would  indeed  be  a  source 
of  heavenly  rejoicing.  Joy,  bearing  such  blessed 
fruit,  becomes  a  truly  dignifying  grace,  exercised 
by  faith,  and  known  and  felt  to  be  a  blessing  con- 
ferred from  on  high.  Recognising  his  divine  Re- 
deemer, the  christian  has  a  joy,  that  the  world 
cannot  give,  nor  take  away.  This  impresses  every 
blessing,  with  a  new  relish.  It  is  a  fountain  of 
happiness  in  this  world's  arid  wilderness,  whose 
source  is  never  exhausted.  It  is  manna  that  never 
fails.  It  is  a  cure  for  woe,  and  a  balm  for  sorrow. 
It  is  the  believer's  possession  now,  and  shall  be  his 
portion,  when  time  shall  be  no  more.  The  love  of 
God  in  Christ  is  the  cause  of  his  highest  rejoicing, 
and  he  knows  it  is  from  that  love  alone,  that  every 
enjoyment,  spiritual  and  temporal,  is  derived.  ''If 
while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us, 
much  more  then,  being  justified  by  his  blood. 
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we  shall  be  saved  from  wrath  through  him."  Such 
an  argument  fails  not  to  delight  the  christian's  heart. 
He  knows  the  Almighty  Being  in  whom  he  trusts, 
is  the  God  of  truth.  God  the  same,  yesterday,  to- 
day, and  for  ever.  The  same,  as  when  he  first 
looked  upon  Eden,  and  blessed  its  spring-time  of 
early  loveliness.  The  same,  as  when  amid  the 
rush  of  mighty  waters,  the  ark  was  shielded  from 
harm,  and  preserved  from  every  danger.  The 
same,  as  when  according  to  his  promise,  he  pro- 
tected his  faithful  servant,  journeying  far  from 
home,  and  revealed  to  him  angel  visits  of  hea- 
venly glory.  The  same,  as  when  he  led  forth  his 
people  by  the  hand  of  Moses  and  Aaron,  and 
overcame  all  their  enemies.  The  same,  as  when 
he  sent  his  only  Son,  to  seek  and  to  save  those  who 
were  lost.  The  Almighty  and  unchangeable  Jeho- 
vah. In  power  infinite,  but  tender  in  mercy.  In 
justice  unalterable,  yet  full  of  kindest  com- 
passion, forgiving  iniquity,  transgression,  and  sin, 
tiirough  the  precious  means  he  hath  appointed, 
and  thereby  with  unstained  holiness  to  himself, 
pardoning  all  our  offences.  Truly  these  are  ''glad 
tidings  of  great  joy."  Well  may  the  christian  "re- 
joice evermore." 

While  the  christian  is  called  upon  to  rejoice 
evermore,"  let  not  this  injunction  be  separated, 
from  the  words  that  follow,  *'  pray  without  ceas- 
mg. 

All  the  enjoyments  of  the  believer  are  more 
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delightful  to  him  when  consecrated  by  the  spirit 
of  sincere  and  fervent  prayer.  This  is  the  com- 
munion, in  which  Enoch  walked  with  God,  in 
which  Isaac  meditated,  and  in  which  the  Psalmist 
delighted.  It  was  his  delight  when  crowned  with 
blessings.  His  resource  when  depressed  by  sin. 
His  refuge  when  oppressed  by  his  enemies.  His 
solace  when  compassed  with  sorrows.  In  its 
exercise,  the  believer  is  carried  to  the  very  gate 
of  heaven,  and  holds  converse  with  him,  who 
sits  enthroned  in  glory  there.  The  christian  re- 
joices in  prayer,  as  a  privilege  of  the  highest 
value;  as  a  spiritual  enjoyment  most  advan- 
tageous to  his  soul,  and  as  a  duty  commended  by 
his  Saviour,  and  willingly  rendered  by  himself. 
As  at  all  times  he  can  in  prayer  draw  near  to  God, 
and  seek  his  counsel,  so  the  gracious  answer  he  re- 
ceives, enables  him  to  trust  more  and  more  his 
heavenly  Father's  love,  even  when  that  answer 
may  seem  for  the  present,  not  joyous,  but  grievous. 
In  the  end  he  knows  all  must  be  well,  for  his 
Father  in  heaven  is  his  confidence.  If  therefore 
he  be  aflBicted,  he  prays  —  if  his  cup  is  overflow- 
ing with  good  things,  he  prays  —  if  blessed  with 
faithful  friends,  and  a  happy  home,  he  still  prays. 

Prayer  is  his  vital  breath.  In  life  his  support, 
in  death  his  watchword,  and  looking  beyond  the 
hour  that  is  to  terminate  his  pilgrimage,  he  desires 
to  enter  paradise  with  prayer.  His  words  are 
"into  thy  hand  I  commit  my  spirit."  "Thou 
hast  redeemed  me,  O  Lord  God  of  truth." 
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Let  us  then  ''rejoice*'  in  the  temporal^  and  es- 
pecially in  the  spiritual  benefits^  which  genuine 
religion  affords  to  the  sincere  christian.  May  we 
also  add  to  our  rejoicing  the  spirit  of  fervent 
prayer,  through  the  Holy  Ghost  dwelling  in  us. 
Elevating  all  our  hopes  and  wishes  to  that  bright 
world,  whither  our  Lord  has  gone  before  us,  may 
we  delight  ourselves  in  God,  and  "be  at  peace," 
recollecting  the  promise  of  our  Saviour,  through 
whom  alone  we  have  hope  of  salvation  :  "  He  that 
loveth  me,  shall  be  loved  by  my  Father,  and  I 
will  love  him,  and  manifest  myself  unto  him/' 
Amen. 

Now,  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Grant  to  us,  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  the  spirit  to 
think  and  do  always  such  things  as  be  rightful, 
that  we,  who  cannot  do  any  thing  that  is  good 
without  thee,  may  by  thee  be  enabled  to  live  ac- 
cording to  thy  will,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  Amen. 

O  Lord,  thou  didst  at  first  call  us  into  being, 
and  didst  bestow  that  vitality  which  animates  us, 
and  we  acknowledge  that  when  thou  removest  us 
hence,  and  changest  the  face  of  man,  that  thou 
only  takest  that  life  which  was  lent  for  a  season, 
to  fulfil  thy  divine  appointment.  Lord,  we  ob- 
serve that  the  ravages  of  death  are  confined  to 
no  age,  and  to  no  locality,  for  at  length  all  shall 
fall  before  his  unerring  aim.  But  we  bless  thee, 
O  Grod,  that  the  true  believer  in  Jesus  rejoices 
in  the  victory  gained  for  him  by  his  Saviour,  over 
death  and  the  grave.    He  knows  in  whom  he  hath 
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trusted.  He  recognizes  in  the  adorable  Redeemer, 
one  who  can  bestow  that  faith  upon  his  followers, 
which  makes  them  more  than  conquerors,  through 
him  who  loved  them.  Thanks  be  unto  God  for 
his  unspeakable  gift !  O  Lord,  teach  us  to  consrder 
our  latter  end  aright,  and  to  apply  our  hearts  unto 
true  wisdom.  In  every  morning  that  dawns,  in 
every  evening  that  darkens  around  us,  may  we 
consider  whither  time  is  hastening  us,  and  ear- 
nestly prepare  for  that  solemn  hour,  when  we 
shall  be  summoned  to  meet  our  God.  We  bless 
thee,  O  God,  that  thou  hast  not  left  us  comfort- 
less amid  our  earthly  bereavements.  Through 
thy  grace,  we  are  permitted  to  hope,  that  in  ano- 
ther existence,  we  shall  again  meet  our  christian 
friends,  with  them  to  enjoy,  through  the  Saviour's 
love,  thy  presence  in  glory  everlasting. 

O  heavenly  Father,  may  our  future  life  be  a 
suitable  preparation  for  another  world.  May  it 
manifest  by  pureness,  by  knowledge,  by  kindness, 
by  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  love  unfeigned,  by  the 
word  of  truth,  and  by  the  power  of  God  dwelling 
within  us,  that  we  are  not  almost  but  altogether 
christians.  Vouchsafe,  O  God,  ever  to  keep  us 
without  sin,  and  O  do  thou  guide,  direct,  and 
bless  us  for  the  Redeemer's  sake,  who,  while  on 
earth,  taught  us  thus  to  pray,  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
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daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the 
glory,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  written  in  the  l\st 
Psalm,  from  the  \2th  to  the  24th  verse. 

^*  O  God,  be  not  for  from  me  :  O  my  God,  make  haste 
for  my  help.  Let  them  be  confounded  and  consumed  that 
are  adversaries  to  my  soul ;  let  them  be  covered  with  re- 
proach and  dishonour  that  seek  my  hurt  But  I  will 
hope  continually,  and  will  yet  praise  thee  more  and  more. 
My  mouth  shall  shew  forth  thy  righteousness  and  thy 
salvation  all  the  day;  for  I  know  not  the  numbers  thereof. 
I  will  go  in  the  strength  of  the  Lord  God  ;  I  will  make 
mention  of  thy  righteousness,  even  of  thine  only.  O  God, 
thou  hast  taught  me  from  my  youth :  and  hitherto  have 
I  declared  thy  wondrous  works.  Now  also,  when  I  am 
old  and  grey-headed,  O  God,  forsake  me  not,  until  I  have 
shewed  thy  strength  unto  this  generation,  and  thy  power 
to  every  one  that  is  to  come.  Thy  righteousness  also,  0 
God,  is  very  high,  who  hast  done  great  things :  O  (3od, 
who  is  like  unto  thee  ?  Thou  which  hast  shewed  me  gi%at 
and  sore  troubles,  shalt  quicken  me  again,  and  shalt  bring 
me  up  again  from  the  depths  of  the  earth.  Thou  shak 
increase  my  greatness,  and  comfort  me  on  every  side.  I 
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will  also  praise  thee  with  the  psaltery,  even  thy  truth,  O 
my  Grod:  unto  thee  will  I  sing  with  tiie  harp,  O  thou  Holy 
One  of  Israel.  My  hps  shall  greatly  rejoice  when  I  sing 
unto  thee  ;  and  my  soul,  which  thou  hast  redeemed.  My 
tongue  also  shall  talk  of  thy  righteousness  all  the  day 
long :  for  they  are  confounded,  for  they  are  brought  unto 
shame  that  seek  my  hurt" 


SERMON  XXXIX. 

RELIGION  A  TRUE  SUPPORT. 

In  the  7 1st  Psalm,  at  the  I8th  verse,  it  is  thus 
unit  ten  : 

**  Now  also,  when  I  am  old  and  grey-headed,  O  God, 
forsake  me  not ;  until  I  have  shewed  thy  strength  unto  this 
generation,  and  thy  power  to  every  one  that  is  to  come.'' 

The  hoary  head,  when  found  in  the  way  of 
righteousness,  is  a  crown  of  glory ;  and  age  can 
well  bear  its  infirmities,  when  the  soul  is  dedi- 
cated to  God.  When  the  patriarch's  eye  is  illumed 
by  universal  benevolence,  and  his  conduct  regu- 
lated by  the  wisdom  of  christian  experience,  a 
character  almost  sacred  sheds  its  hallowing  in- 
fluence around,  and  shews,  that  the  venerable  and 
aged  christian,  although  still  lingering  on  this  side 
of  time,  has  his  heart  in  heaven,  and  his  hopes  in 
an  endless  immortality.    O  how  beautifully  is  old 
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age  supported,  when  it  leans  on  the  staff  of  re- 
ligion !  Nor  is  the  young  disciple  to  be  considered 
an  object  of  secondary  interest.  Jesus  blessed 
little  children,  and  God  promises  that  those  who 
seek  him  early  shall  find  him.  I  have  no  greater 
joy/'  saith  the  beloved  Apostle,  ''than  to  hear 
that  my  children  walk  in  the  truth.'*  Youth  de- 
voted to  God,  makes  a  manhood  devoted  to  piety, 
and  an  old  age  of  grace. 

In  whatever  circumstances  it  may  have  pleased 
God  the  Father  of  all  to  place  us  in  this  world, 
there  is  one  point  of  resemblance  in  the  history  of 
the  whole  human  race.  Time  is  unto  all  men  quickly 
passing  on  his  sure,  but  silent  course,  and  death  is 
at  length  the  common  lot  of  all.  Before  his  power- 
ful arm,  the  peasant  and  the  prince  are  destined 
to  fall  without  distinction,  and  to  partake  in  the 
narrow  house  the  same  silence  and  repose.  The 
most  splendid  career,  however  noble  its  objects, 
the  career  of  the  patriot,  the  statesman,  or  the 
philanthropist,  must  close  in  the  insatiable  grave, 
which  opens  alike  to  the  child  of  genius  and  of 
fame,  as  well  as  to  the  meanest,  and  most  grovel- 
ling of  the  human  race.  There  is  no  escape  from 
this  warfare, — death's  empire  extends  over  all  the 
world. 

To  prepare  for  death  therefore,  becomes  an  ob- 
vious and  important  duty,  and  the  hurrying  on  of 
time,  as  well  as  the  uncertainty  of  life  demands, 
that  preparation  should  now  be  commenced.  It 
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is  indeed^  an  awful  thing  to  die.  If  it  be  painful 
to  part  from  home,  or  from  our  friends,  even  with 
the  hope  of  returning  ere  long  to  share  their 
affection,  how  solemn  the  event  that  breaks  up 
every  earthly  connection,  and  separates  us  from 
this  world  and  all  its  hopes  and  joys  for  ever ! 
Yet  the  true  believer  can  realise  without  a  fear,  a 
charge  so  impressive.  He  can  look  forward  to  the 
things  that  are  before,  and  when  called  for  by  the 
last  messenger,  can  bid  adieu  to  the  world's  friend- 
ships and  affections,  since  he  is  to  be  with  Christ, 
which  is  far  better.  Although  invested  with  the 
power  of  a  king,  and  the  honours  of  a  sovereign, 
the  man  after  God's  own  heart  recollected,  that 
death  would  manifest  to  him  the  utter  insig- 
nificance of  all  such  distinctions.  He  therefore 
prays,  that  he  may  adorn  his  high  station,  by 
beneficial  acts  to  his  fellow-creatures,  that  his 
latter  years  may  be  distinguished  by  the  same 
protection  and  favour  from  on  high,  which  hitherto 
had  been  vouchsafed.  Now  also  when  I  am 
old  and  grey-headed,  O  God,  forsake  me  not, 
until  I  have  shewn  thy  strength  to  this  generation, 
and  thy  power  to  every  one  that  is  to  come." 

The  "strength"  and  "power"  of  God,  are  at- 
tributes often  alluded  to  in  Scripture.  The  former 
is  frequently  recognised  by  the  Psalmist,  and 
Isaiah  saith,  "  In  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting 
strength."  As  an  attribute  of  God,  it  is  to  be 
considered  as  Almighty  and  irresistible.    As  a 
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gift  of  God,  it  is  to  be  considered,  as  eDabling 
his  servants  to  honour  and  obey  him.  Thus  God 
is  said  to  be  *'  our  strength  and  our  refuge."  God 
is  the  strength  of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for 
•  ever."  "  The  Lord  is  strength  in  the  day  of 
trouble/' — strength,  as  a  gift  of  Grod  to  his  church 
and  people,  thus  assumes  the  character  of  grace 
in  the  heart. 

The  Psalmist  also  attests  the  mighty  "power" 
of  Jehovah.  When  this  attribute  is  exercised  by 
the  divinity,  all  nature,  all  creation,  is  subservient 
None  can  stay  God's  hand  from  working,  or  say 
unto  him  **  what  doest  thou  ?"  God  shewed  his 
people  Israel  the  power  of  his  works,  and  Jesus 
while  on  earth  performed  such  miracles,  that  all 
who  witnessed  them  were  amazed  at  the  mighty 
power  of  God."  Power  also  signifies  absolute 
right  and  authority  to  govern.  God  ruleth  by 
his  power  for  ever."  "  Behold,  God  exalteth  by 
his  power ;  who  teacheth  like  him  ?" 

Our  feelings,  while  considering  the  strength" 
and  power"  of  Jehovah,  will  be  regulated  by 
our  spiritual  condition,  as  we  may  be  of  the 
number  who  desire  to  honour  God,  or  of  those 
who  are  the  servants  of  sin.  By  the  former, 
the  more  God's  strength  and  power  are  contem- 
plated,  the  more  securely  they  repose  on  him,  in 
every  event  of  life.  His  arm  of  "strength"  pro- 
tects from  danger.    His  "  power"  firom  sin.  But 
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if  that  strength,  and  power  be  arrayed  against  us, 
if  sin  reign  over  us,  and  God  has  made  bare  his 
arm  to  punish,  **  through  the  greatness  of  his 
power,  shall  all  his  enemies  be  compelled  to  sub- 
mit," and  shall  duffer  the  fearful  fruits  of  their 
unhallowed  alienation  and  rebellion. 

Whilst  the  king  of  Israel  desired  to  shew  forth 
the  ''strength  and  power"  of  God,  and  pro- 
claimed them  as  the  defence  of  his  people,  it  is 
the  high  privilege  of  the  christian  to  admire  and 
rejoice  in  the  wondrous  display  of  these  attributes 
of  God,  exhibited  in  the  redemption  of  man 
tbraogh  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Here  of  a  truth 
(he  arm  of  the  Almighty    wrought  salvation." 

How  wondrously  was  the  "strength"  and 
"  power"  of  the  Divinity  manifested,  in  what  the 
blessed  Jesus  said,  and  did,  and  suffered !  It 
pleased  Grod  in  the  fulness  of  time,  to  send  his  only 
and  well  beloved  Son  into  the  world,  and  to  give 
him  to  drink  of  a  cup,  of  which  he  alone  could 
partake.  There  was  a  mighty  conflict  to  be  sus- 
tained with  the  powers  of  darkness,  in  which  the 
Captain  of  our  salvation  only  could  be  victorious. 
For  this  object  he  assumed  a  human  form,  and 
became  like  unto  us  —  but  without  sin.  Nor  was 
big  victory  complete,  nor  our  salvation  secured, 
until  upon  the  cross  he  exclaimed,  it  is  finished." 
Theh  the  enemy  of  man  fell  like  lightning  from 
heaven,  overwhelmed  by  the  strength  and  power 
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of  Christ's  victory  over  sin  and  the  grave,  as  Jesus 
planted  that  church  upon  earth,  against  which  the 
gates  of  hell  shall  never  prevail. 

But  the  scheme  of  the  Gospel  is  not  merely 
a  display  of  "strength"  and  of  ''power,"  it  is 
also  to  mankind  a  scheme  of  tenderness  and  love. 
Not  only  was  sin  overcome,  and  Satan  defeated, 
but  man,  who  had  erred  and  strayed  from  the 
path  of  righteousness  —  man  who  had  forsaken 
the  law  of  God,  and  followed  his  own  evil  ways, 
was  called  upon  to  renounce  Satan's  bondage, 
and  invited  to  share  in  the  glorious  liberty  by 
which  Christ  makes  his  children  free.  Through 
Jesus  we  partake  of  the  benefits  of  that  grace, 
which  is  sufficient  to  help  us  in  every  time  of 
need.  As  the  Dispenser  of  this  power,  he  pro- 
mises it  unto  all  who  diligently  seek  him,  in  sin- 
cerity and  truth.  Thus  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
becomes  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  to 
every  one  that  believeth." 

Those  who  enjoy  such  a  privilege,  are  never 
forsaken  of  God.  The  tottering  step  may  mark 
approaching  feebleness ;  by  the  dim  eye,  may  be 
traced  advancing  years ;  the  hoary  head  may  be 
the  monitor  of  age ;  but  there  is  that  within,  which 
sheds  its  gracefulness  upon  them  all.  Shattered, 
although  the  earthly  casket  may  be,  the  gem 
it  contains  is  untarnished  and  clear,  for  it  is  the  gift 
of  God,  procured  by  his  well  beloved  Son,  and 
death  will  ere  long  give  the  christian's  soul  to  his 
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Father  in  heaven^  whose  love  animated  him  in  life, 
and  which  shall  then  be  perfection  in  glory. 

Let  us  hasten  to  him,  who  only  hath  power  to 
deliver  us,  The  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away 
the  sins  of  the  world."  If  found  in  him,  the 
Lord  shall  be  our  strength,  of  whom  shall  we  be 
afraid  ?  If  found  in  him,  we  too,  may  welcome 
death,  judgment,  and  eternity.  If  found  in  him, 
all  things  are  ours,  for  we  are  Christ's,  and  Christ 
is  God's.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Let  thy  merciful  ears,  O  Lord,  be  open  to  the 
prayers  of  thy  humble  servants;  and  that  they 
may  obtain  their  petitions,  make  them  to  ask  such 
things  as  shall  please  thee,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 


O  ever  blessed  and  eternal  Jehovah,  enable  us 
to  draw  near  thee  at  this  time,  in  the  spirit  of 
prayer,  sincerity,  and  truth,  as  we  worship  thee, 
who  art  our  God,  our  fathers'  God,  our  portion, 
and  our  all.  Thou,  Lord,  art  worthy  to  receive 
the  glory,  and  the  praise.  May  we  come  before 
thee  in  the  beauty  of  holiness,  and  with  the  spirit 
of  grace  in  our  heart.  We  bless  thee,  that  thou 
art  the  hearer  of  prayer,  and  that  thou  wilt  not 
turn  away  from  the  contrite  and  penitent  sinner, 
who  weeps  over  past  sins,  and  who  approachetb 
thee  in  the  name  of  Jesus,  the  Mediator  and  Re- 
deemer.   Through  faith  in  his  name,  may  we 
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recognise  thee  as  a  just  God,  yet  willing  to  par- 
don ;  as  a  God  of  truth,  yet  delighting  in  mercy  ; 
as  a  God  who  hath  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of 
sinners.  We  rejoice  that  thy  Son,  made  of  a 
woman,  made  under  the  law,  came  to  redeem 
them  that  were  uTider  the  law,  that  we  might 
receive  the  adoption  of  sons,  and  that  the  Sa- 
viour's language  was,  and  still  is.  Come  unto  me, 
and  be  ye  saved,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth.  Re- 
membering our  high  and  holy  calling,  may  we 
awake  to  newness  of  life.  May  we  come  unto 
Jesus,  and  receive  his  salvation.  May  the  form 
of  mind  be  in  us,  that  was  found  also  in  him. 
May  we,  through  grace,  persevere  in  his  ser- 
vice, and  fulfil  his  commands.  Grant,  we  be- 
seech thee,  heavenly  Father,  that  men  who  were 
once  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  may  now  be- 
come alive  to  the  gifts  of  the  Gospel,  to  share  its 
blessings,  and  to  experience  the  peace  and  joy  of 
christian  believing.  Lord,  bless  the  church, — thy 
church,  and  the  church  of  the  people.  Grant 
that  her  priests  and  congregations,  in  ascending 
the  mount  of  ordinances  to  meet  thee,  their  God, 
may  have  exalting  and  improving  communion  with 
thee,  their  Father  in  heaven.  O  Lord,  cause  thy 
word  to  have  free  course,  and  be  glorified.  May 
thy  church  from  time  to  time  send  forth  ministers 
to  spread  abroad  in  distant  lands  the  glad  tidings 
of  salvation.  Lord,  bless  all  our  friends ;  forgive 
our  enemies  ;  prosper  our  well-wishers,  and  may 


396  Tenth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 


we  ever  enjoy  thy  blessing,  favour  and  protection, 
through  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who 
taught  us  thus  to  pray :  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  Saint  Luke^s  Gos- 
pel, the  I8th  chapter,  from  the  35th  to  the  43rd 
verse. 

*^  And  it  came  to  pass,  that,  as  he  was  come  nigh  unto 
Jericho,  a  certain  blind  man  sat  by  the  way-side  begging : 
and  hearing  the  multitude  pass  by,  he  asked  what  it 
meant.  And  they  told  him,  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  passeth 
by.  And  he  cried,  saying,  Jesus,  thou  Son  of  David,  have 
mercy  on  me.  And  they  which  went  before  rebuked  him, 
that  he  should  hold  his  peace :  but  he  cried  so  much  the 
more,  Thou  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  upon  me.  And 
Jesus  stood,  and  commanded  him  to  be  brought  unto  him : 
and  when  he  was  come  near,  he  asked  him,  saying.  What 
wilt  thou  that  I  shall  do  unto  thee  ?   And  he  said,  Lord, 
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that  I  may  receive  my  sight.  And  Jesus  said  unto  him. 
Receive  thy  sight :  thy  faith  hath  saved  thee.  And  im- 
mediately he  received  his  sight,  and  followed  him,  glorify- 
ing Gxxi :  and  all  the  people,  when  they  saw  it,  gave  praise 
unto  God/' 


SERMON  XL. 

FAITH,  IS  SPIRITUAL  VISION. 

In  St.  Lukes  Gospel^  the  chapter ^  at  the 
42m/  vei^se^  it  is  thus  written : 

"  And  Jesus  said  unto  him,  Receive  thy  sight:  thy  faith 
hath  saved  thee." 

Our  Saviour  is  represented  as  occasionally  re- 
tiring from  the  noise  of  the  city,  and  upon  the 
secluded  mountain,  or  amidst  the  solitude  and 
gloom  of  the  wilderness,  holding  communion  with 
his  heavenly  Father,  and  receiving  the  homage  of 
ministering  angels,  as  he  interceded  for  the  church 
he  was  about  to  establish,  and  for  that  world 
which  was  soon  to  reject  and  despise  him,  al- 
though he  descended  from  the  regions  of  blessed- 
ness for  its  salvation.  While  thus  employed,  he 
who  had  all  power  committed  unto  him,  had  not 
where  to  lay  his  head.  Still,  as  night  numbered 
her  passing  watches,  angels  were  his  companions, 
and  his  heavenly  Father  revealed  to  him  renewed 
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tokens  of  his  love.  Then  would  the  Saviour 
earnestly  entreat  for  a  world  lying  in  wickedness. 
Then  would  he  supplicate  for  blessings  on  that 
little  flock,  which  had  already  attached  itself  to 
him.  Then  would  he  earnestly  pray,  that  all  of 
them  might  be  kept,  whom  God  had  given  him, 
that  they  might  be  the  blessed  means  of  spread- 
ing abroad  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation,  till  all 
lands  should  know  the  Lord,  and  distant  isles 
acknowledge  and  rejoice  in  the  Sun  of  Righteous- 
ness. 

By  the  humble  followers  of  Jesus,  retirement 
will  occasionally  be  desired,  as  a  precious  season, 
wherein  the  mind  seeks  for  subject  of  thought 
within  itself,  and  it  therefore  becomes  a  favourable 
opportunity  for  holy  meditation,  self-examination, 
and  prayer. 

The  Sariour  oft  withdrew, 

To  desert  mountaiiu  far  awaj. 

So  will  his  followers,  too, 

Fly  from  the  world,  to  haunts  untrode, 

Aud  hold  communion,  there,  with  Ood. 

Advantageous  for  the  soul  as  retirement  may 
be,  all  christians  have  duties  to  their  fellow- 
creatures  to  perform,  which  demand  their  exer- 
cise in  society.  Accordingly,  the  greater  part  of 
Christ's  sojourn  upon  earth,  was  spent  in  the 
public  fulfilment  of  his  mission.  He  went  about 
continually  doing  good."  In  this  character,  the 
words  of  Scripture  just  read  were  pronounced, 
and  are  thus  to  be  studied  and  understood. 
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The  narrative,  in  which  the  blind  sufferer  is  so 
conspicuous^  speaks  powerfully  to  our  feelings. 
With  the  loss  of  sight,  God  had  united  the  sad 
affliction  of  poverty.  Many  a  day  had  the  suf- 
ferer sat  by  the  highway,  dependent  on  the  casual 
bounty  of  the  passenger,  and  on  that  happy  morn- 
ing, when  Jesus  passed  by,  he  occupied  his  ac- 
customed  station,  when  he  heard  the  clamour  of 
the  crowd  that  followed  our  Lord.  He  inquired 
its  cause,  and  was  told  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
was  near.  Immediately  recollecting  his  own 
defect,  he  addresses  the  Saviour,  and  implores 
relief.  They  that  went  before  "  rebuked  him," 
but  this  did  not  weaken  his  importunity ;  he 
cried  so  much  the  more,"  Jesus,  thou  Son  of 
David,  have  mercy  upon  me."  The  Savionr  con- 
descended to  listen.  Jesus  said,  Receive  thy 
sight,  thy  faith  hath  saved  thee." 

This  miracle,  while  it  proves  the  supreme  power 
of  Jesus,  also  intimates  the  difference  of  the  former 
dispensation  given  by  Moses,  and  of  the  new  dis- 
pensation by  Jesus  Christ.  When  Naaman,  the 
Syrian,  sought  to  be  healed  of  the  prophet,  he 
was  desired  to  go  and  wash  in  the  river 
Jordan,  he  had  a  positive  part  to  act  in  his 
own  cure.  When  the  blind  man  declares  his 
faith  in  Jesus,  his  eyes  are  opened,  his  cure  is 
effected. 

Men  by  nature  are  blind  to  the  things  which 
be  of  God,  for  the  effects  of  Spiritual  blindness 
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are  in  the  heart  of  all  of  us.  By  these  we  shall 
suffer  and  die,  unless  we  cry  aloud  for  the  blessed 
Redeemer.  It  is  not  improbablei  when  our  cry 
for  mercy  is  heard  by  a  giddy  world,  or  by 
thoughtless  companions,  that  they  may  interfere 
and  rebuke  us.  Satan  and  his  emissaries  may 
strive  against  us,  men  may  ridicule  our  views,  and 
suspect  and  revile  our  motives.  But  he  who 
would  be  made  whole,  must  act  upon  principles 
of  a  character  too  high  to  be  affected  by  the 
sneers  of  ignorance,  or  the  arrogance  of  infidelity. 
Had  the  blind  man  permitted  the  rebuke  of  the 
crowd  to  restrain  him,  his  cure  would  not  have 
been  effected.  If  we  desire  to  be  relieved  from 
our  spiritual  blindness,  we  must  be  constant  in 
our  prayer,  "Jesus,  Saviour,  have  mercy  upon 
us."  Continuing  "  instant  in  prayer,"  and  in  full 
assurance  of  faith,  having  our  hearts  sprinkled 
from  an  evil  conscience,"  and  holding  fast  the 
profession  of  our  faith  without  wavering,"  we  too 
shall  receive  spiritual  sight. 

How  gracious  the  reply  of  the  Saviour  to  the 
sincere  petitioner,  "  Receive  thy  sight,  thy  faith 
hath  saved  thee."  He  that  was  blind,  at  these 
words,  now  seeth.  What  was  dark  and  gloomy 
before,  is  now  bright  and  clear ;  and  thus  benefit- 
ed, he  glorifies  God.  "  Those  whom  thou  lovest 
shall  walk,  O  Lord,  in  the  light  of  thy  counte- 
nance, in  thy  name  shall  they  rejoice  all  the  day." 
While  he  who  has  become  a  new  creature,  adcres 
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the  goodness  of  God,  he  also  sees  the  folly  of 
giving  the  heart  and  soul  to  the  vanities  and  pur- 
suits of  the  present  world.  These,  he  knows, 
contain  the  principles  of  their  own  decay.  Life 
itself  is  a  vapour.  Time  rushing  past  with  ceaseless 
wing.  Here  there  is  no  abiding  city.  But  in 
that  bright  world  to  which  the  faithful  aspire, 
there  is  everlasting  bliss ;  unfading  glory ;  joy 
unspeakable;  God,  all  in  all.  Nor  does  this  de- 
lightful prospect,  beyond  the  things  of  time,  cause 
the  christian  to  be  inattentive  to  his  duties  to  his 
fellow-men.  Their  eternal  interests,  and  the 
safety  of  their  souls,  are  the  object  of  his  ex- 
ertions, and  his  prayers.  To  those  who  sit  in 
darkness,  he  strives  to  communicate  the  sacred 
light  of  truth,  using  every  means  that  they  may 
be  brought  to  a  sense  of  their  own  unworthiness 
and  helplessness,  and  may  be  enabled  at  length 
to  exclaim,  "  Jesus,  Son  of  David,  have  mercy 
upon  me." 

Consider  what  was  the  vital  power  that  restored 
sight  to  the  way-side  beggar.  Our  Saviour  de- 
clares that  it  was  his  "  faith,"  or  a  ready  apprehen- 
sion of  the  love  and  character  of  Christ,  as  the 
Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the 
world,  and  as  possessing  the  power,  and  the  will,  to 
grant  all  that  is  required  to  save  even  to  the  utter- 
most. Thus  must  the  souls  of  those  who  experi- 
ence the  effects  of  genuine  faith,  be  brought  to  a 
knowledge  of  their  disease,  which  is  sin,  and  be 
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taught  to  approach,  and  receive  of,  the  fountain 
opened  in  Zion,  for  sin,  and  for  all  uncleanness. 

Those  who  possess  faith,  know  they  are  sanc- 
tified through  the  offering  of  the  body  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  live  under  its  purifying  influence. 
With  them,  that  heaven-born  principle  will  pro- 
duce fervency  in  prayer,  holiness  in  life,  sub- 
mission to  God's  wilt,  and  delight  in  God*s  pro- 
mises, so  that  they  may  do  justly,  love  mercy,  and 
walk  humbly  with  their  God.  Happy  they,  who 
accept  of  Jesus,  as  their  Lord,  and  their  King,  to 
rule  and  reign  over  them,  and  who  truly  experi- 
ence it  to  be  well  with  them,  when  they  obey  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  their  God ! 

Too  many  of  the  human  race,  it  is  to  be  deeply 
lamented,  prefer  darkness  rather  than  light,  their 
deeds  being  evil.  They  will  not  have  God  to 
rule  over  them.  They  will  not  come  unto  Jesus  to 
be  saved.  Their  eyes  are  darkened  to  their  eter- 
nal interests.  They  hate  the  light  of  faith  and 
truth.  They  that  thus  forsake  the  Lord,  shall 
be  ashamed.''  If  the  gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to 
them  that  ''are  lost:  in  whom  the  god  of  this 
world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  be- 
lieve not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  gospel  of 
Christ,  who  is  the  image  of  God,  should  shine 
unto  them." 

As  man  cannot  comprehend  the  extent  of  God's 
love,  so  neither  can  he  understand  the  nature, 
extent,  and  intensity,  of  God's  wrath,  kindled 
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against  unbelievers.  May  it  never  be  our  con- 
demnation, that  we  would  not  come  unto  Jesus, 
that  we  might  have  light.  But  rather  let  us  fly 
to  him,  from  the  tempest.  Let  us  cheerfully 
obey  his  gracious  invitation.  Let  us  be  his  only, 
his  wholly,  and  his  for  ever ;  and  may  we  be  fully 
determined  to  know  nothing,  save  Jesus  Christ, 
and  him  crucified.  Amen. 

May  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  alt  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  know- 
ledge and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  amongst 
you  and  remain  with  you  always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  God,  who  declarest  thy  Almighty  power  most 
chiefly  in  shewing  mercy  and  pity;  mercifully 
grant  unto  us  such  a  measure  of  thy  grace,  that 
we,  running  the  way  of  thy  commandments,  may 
obtain  thy  gracious  promises,  and  be  made  par- 
takers of  thy  heavenly  treasure,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


O  God,  we  at  this  time  bow  before  thy  throne, 
believing  that  thou  art,  and  that  thou  art  the  re- 
warder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  thee.  We 
bless  thee,  that  thou  hast  given  us  minds  capable 
of  tracing  thy  providential  hand  in  the  daily  return 
of  temporal  mercies,  and  in  the  riches  of  thy  grace, 
for  the  eternal  benefit  of  our  immortal  souls. 
These  souls  were  animated  at  first  creation  for 
thy  glory  and  service,  and  for  a  time,  man  offered 
thee  the  prayer  of  innocence,  from  a  pure  and  un- 
sullied heart.    But  alas,  we  have  now  to  deplore, 
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that  its  purity  was  soon  changed.  Rebellion 
against  thy  law  took  possession  of  the  mind  of 
man,  and  those  powers,  originally  conferred  for 
thy  honour  and  praise,  were  corrupted,  sold  unto 
sin,  and  given  unto  iniquity.  We  bless  thee, 
heavenly  Father,  that  although  in  the  first  Adam 
all  died,  in  the  second  Adam  all  are  made  alive. 
Thou  didst  send  into  a  world  that  knew  him  not 
One  mighty  to  save,  even  Jesus,  who  of  God  was 
made  unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and 
sanctification  and  redemption.  O  the  height  and 
the  depth  of  such  love  !  it  surpasseth  knowledge. 
We  thank  thee,  O  Lord,  for  the  gracious  promises, 
and  blessed  hopes,  set  before  us  in  the  gospel. 
We  pray  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  prove  before 
men  and  angels,  that  the  Saviour  hath  breathed 
upon  us,  and  that  we  have  received  in  our  hearts 
the  Spirit  of  all  grace,  as  we  walk  with  thee  our 
Grod,  O  increase  our  love  to  our  fellow-creatures, 
our  holiness  of  heart  and  life,  and  our  desires  for 
thy  glory  and  service.  O  Lord,  we  pray  thee  to 
bless  our  dear,  our  native  land.  As  it  is  re- 
nowned amongst  the  nations ;  may  it  be  also 
famous  for  piety,  wisdom,  and  true  religion.  Gra- 
cious God,  bless  thy  church.  Make  kings  nurs- 
ing fathers,  and  queens  nursing  mothers,  to  the 
Israel  of  God.  Appoint  salvation  to  her  for  walls 
and  bulwarks.  Let  her  gates  be  ever  open,  that 
the  righteous  may  enter  in.  O  Lord,  bless  our 
friends.    Forgive  our  enemies,  pardon  our  sins. 
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and  accept  of  us  in  the  blessed  Redeemer,  who, 
while  on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to  pray :  — 

Our  Father^  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
tBine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture^  is  in  the  16/A  chapter  oj 
Revelations. 

"  And  I  saw  another  sign  in  heaven,  great  and  marvel- 
lous, seven  angels  having  the  seven  last  plagues ;  for  in 
them  is  filled  up  the  wrath  of  Grod.  And  I  saw  as  it  were 
a  sea  of  glass  mingled  with  fire ;  and  them  that  had  got- 
ten the  victory  over  the  beast,  and  over  his  image,  and  over 
his  mark,  and  over  the  number  of  his  name,  stand  on  the 
sea  of  glass,  having  the  harps  of  Grod.  And  they  sing  the 
song  of  Moses  the  servant  of  God,  and  the  song  of  the 
Lumb,  saying,  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works.  Lord 
God  Almighty ;  just  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of 
saints.  Who  shall  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy 
name  ?  for  thou  only  art  holy  :  for  all  nations  shall  come 
and  worship  before  thee ;  for  thy  judgments  are  made 
manifest.   And  after  that  I  looked,  and  behold,  the  temple 
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of  the  tabernacle  of  the  testimony  in  heaven  was  opened  : 
and  the  seven  angels  came  out  of  the  temple,  having  the 
seven  plagues,  clothed  in  pure  and  white  linen,  and  having 
their  breasts  girded  with  golden  girdles.  And  one  of  the 
four  beasts  gave  unto  the  seven  angels  seven  golden  vials 
ftdlof  the  wrath  of  Ood,  who  liveth  for  ever  and  ever. 
And  the  temple  was  filled  with  smoke  from  the  glory  of 
QqA,  and  from  his  power ;  and  no  man  was  able  to  enter 
into  the  temple,  till  the  seven  plagues  of  the  seven  angels 
were  fulfilled." 


SERMON  XLI. 

GOD  IS  TO  BE  FEARED  AND  GLORIFIED. 

In  the  1 5th  chapter  of  Revelations^  the  Ath  verse, 
it  is  thus  written  : 

"Who  shall  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy 
name?    For  thou  only  art  holy." 


Although  God  be  a  Spirit,  and  those  who  wor- 
ship him,  must  worship  him  in  spirit  and  in  truth, 
under  both  the  former  and  the  latter  dispensations, 
he  hath  occasionally  caused  a  glimpse  of  his  glory 
to  be  witnessed  by  distinguished  saints,  and  hath 
granted  them,  still  pilgrims  upon  earth,  a  foretaste 
of  celestial  happiness.  During  such  eventful 
moments,  and  while  enjoying  such  heavenly  privi- 
leges, the  animation  of  their  body  was  probably  sus- 
pended, and  their  entranced  souls  for  a  time,  within 
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the  secret  of  God's  pavilion,  witnessed  indescriba- 
ble glories^  and  heard  unspeakable  sounds,  which 
it  is  not  lawful  for  man  to  utter.  It  hath  also  pleased 
God,  when  his  church  and  her  ministers  were  in 
severe  suffering,  frequently  to  disclose  his  clearest 
revelations,  for  their  encouragement  and  comfort. 
After  the  crucifixion,  on  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
when  the  disciples  were  assembled,  and  the  doors 
were  shut,  "  for  fear  of  the  Jews,"  came  Jesus, 
and  stood  in  the  midst,  and  saith  unto  them.  Peace 
be  unto  you."  The  holy  martyr  Stephen,  when 
about  to  die  under  the  hand  of  his  relentless  per- 
secutors, looked  up  steadfastly  unto  heaven,  and 
saw  the  glory  of  God,  and  Jesus  standing  at  the 
right  hand  of  God.  The  angel  of  the  Lord  de- 
livered Peter  from  the  prison-house,  and  comforted 
Paul  amid  the  perils  of  the  deep ;  and  Saint  John, 
under  persecution  and  banishment,  saw  the  won- 
ders of  the  future  in  mysterious  emblems,  heard 
the  praises  of  the  blessed,  and  contemplated  the 
"  holy  Jerusalem  descending  out  of  heaven  from 
God." 

In  Revelations,  that  prophetic  book,  which  was 
written  by  Saint  John,  an  exile  and  a  sufferer  in  the 
cause  of  the  gospel,  the  victory  of  Jesus,  who  is  King 
of  saints  and  Lord  of  lords  is  celebrated  in  various 
triumphal  songs.  Now  it  is  the  subject  of  "  a  new 
song,"  sung  by  the  thousands  of  the  redeemed 
from  among  men.  Now,  those  who  have  gotten 
the  victory,  sing  the  song  of  Moses,    and  of  the 
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Lamb;"  and  now,  the  voices  of  a  great  multitude 
proclaim,  Alleluiah !  for  the  Lord  God  omnipo- 
tent reigneth,' — **  Who  shall  not  fear  thee,  and 
glorify  thy  name  ?  For  thou  only  art  holy." 

The  "fear"  of  God  is  either  filial  or  servile. 
It  is  the  former  feeling  which  is  cherished  by  the 
redeemed.  Viewing  Jehovah  as  their  Father,  they 
fear  to  offend  in  even  the  slightest  deviations  from 
his  will.  Melted  by  the  tenderness  of  his  love, 
they  cheerfully  serve  God,  "  with  reverence  and 
godly  fear,"  always  desiring  to  "  perfect  holiness 
in  the  fear  of  God."  Giving  their  whole  heart  to 
the  purest  and  wisest  of  beings,  their  godly  fear 
increaseth  the  ardour  of  their  prayers  for  grace  to 
help  them,  and  they  entreat  that  the  image  of 
God,  which  before  man  sinned  was  implanted  in 
his  heart,  may  be  restored,  that  they  may  set  the 
Lord  continually  before  them — that  they  may 
ever  fear,  honour,  love,  and  serve  and  praise 
him.  Thus  the  fear  of  God,  is  to  them  a  foun- 
tain of  life,"  which  they  receive  from  the  Lord. 
To  them  it  is  the  cornpanion  of  spiritual  happi- 
ness, and  thus  the  two  Maries,  when  they  depart- 
ed from  the  sepulchre,  under  the  influence  of 
angelic  communications,  left  the  sacred  scene,  with 
"fear  and  great  joy." 

As  by  the  holy  fear  of  the  Lord  believers 
hate  evil,  so  the  servile  fear  to  which  we  have 
alluded,  is  produced  by  guilt.  It  is  the  fear 
of  Adam,  when  he  bid  himself  in  the  garden ;  of 
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Saul,  when  with  bis  javelin,  he  desired  to  smite 
David ;  of  Felix,  when  he  trembled  ;  of  all  who 
reject  the  service  of  God,  and  give  their  hearts, 
originally  created  for  his  glory,  to  the  service  of 
Satan,  whose  wages  is  death,  and  whose  end  is 
destruction.  May  we  be  enabled  to  cherish  filial 
fear,  and  holy  reverence  for  God,  and  render  him 
the  willing  confidence  of  sincere  and  afibctionate 
hearts. 

The  christian  also  desires  to  glorify"  God. 
God  is  glorified  in  his  saints,  in  their  unceasing 
praise  and  admiration  of  his  heavenly  perfections. 
They  glorify  God  in  body  and  spirit  which  are 
his.  He  is  to  be  glorified  in  the  unworthiness 
and  guilt  of  man  being  removed,  by  his  infinite 
mercy  and  compassion  towards  them.  Whatever 
spiritual  graces  are  their  portion,  whatever  hea- 
venly joy  they  feel,  whatever  communing  with 
the  Father  they  attain,  they  ascribe  all  to  the 
infinite  love,  mercy,  and  goodness  of  God ;  and 
delighting  in  their  privileges,  they  express  them- 
selves in  the  language  of  the  inspired  Psalmist,  I 
will  glorify  thy  name  for  evermore." 

Christians  also  glorify  God,  when  they  put  all 
their  trust  and  confidence  in  him,  when  they  dili- 
gently devote  themselves  to  his  honour,  when 
they  strive  to  obey  his  laws,  when  they  sanctify 
his  sabbaths,  and  when  they  pour  forth  the  affec- 
tions of  their  heart  toward  him,  in  ardent  thanks- 
giving and  praise.    They  glorify  God  for  their 
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deliverance  from  sin,  and  for  their  partaking  of 
the  riches  of  his  grace.  Thus  setting  the  Lord 
continually  before  them,  whether  they  eat  or 
drink,  or  whatever  they  do,  they  do  all  to  the 
glory  of  God." 

The  fear  of  God,  and  the  glorifying  of  God, 
both  originate  in  the  consideration  that  God  is 
"Holy." 

This  attribute  of  his  divine  nature,  God  pecu- 
liarly assumes.  He  is  the  Holy  One  that  in- 
babiteth  eternity.*'  The  more  God's  holiness  is 
considered  therefore,  the  more  anxiously  will  the 
renewed  in  heart  approach  his  throne  of  grace 
with  deep  and  solemn  awe  and  veneration,  while 
their  godly  fear  incites  them  to  new  ascriptions 
of  praise,  and  glory,  to  him  who  sitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever !  Who 
shall  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy  name  ? 
The  redeemed  reply,  "  for  thou  only  art  holy." 

But  for  the  greatest  manifestation  of  God's 
holiness,  we  shall  look  in  vain,  even  amongst 
angels  around  the  throne,  or  to  the  spirits  of  the 
just,  since  it  was  in  accordance  with  its  principles 
that  God  spared  not  his  only  begotten  Son.  Mes- 
siah's crown  of  thorns,  and  soul-suffering  agony, 
and  draught  of  the  bitter  cup, — his  pierced  side 
and  his  death  upon  the  cross,  were  the  sacrifice 
required  by  God  to  remove  the  guilt  of  the  human 
race,  and  to  reconcile  him  to  man,  once  created 
in  holiness,  but  now  alienated  and  rebellious. 
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Christ  having  satisfied  the  law,  and  vindicated 
God's  holiness,  thus  removed  the  barrier  of  guilt 
and  rebellion,  which  without  his  intervention, 
must  have  for  ever  separated  a  Holy  God  from 
his  sinful  and  erring  creatures.  Such  an  high 
priest,  "holy,  harmless,  and  undefiled/'  was 
required  for  our  redemption,  and  by  him  only 
could  God  at  once  be  the  judge  and  the  jus- 
tifier,"  of  those  who  believe.    Men  are  indeed 

debtors  to  the  whole  law,"  but  Christ  is  ac- 
cepted of  the  Father,  as  their  surety  and  their 
sacrifice.  He  hath  ascended  to  heaven,  and  he 
now  offers  to  share  his  matchless  glory  with  all 
who  with  humble,  lowly,  penitent,  and  obedient 
hearts,  are  willing  to  come  unto  him,  and  be 
saved.  Behold,  how  he  loved  us!  Say,  can  we 
longer  disobey  his  call,  or  be  unmoved  by  what 
he  hath  done  for  us?  By  Jesus  descending  upon 
earth,  believers  are  raised  to  heaven.  By  his 
agony  in  Gethsemane,  the  guilt  contracted  in 
Eden  was  acknowledged.  By  his  sufferings  on 
Calvary,  he  hath  gained  for  his  people  heavenly 
joys.  By  his  stripes,  they  are  healed,  and 
by  his  death,  he  secures  for  them  a  glorious 
triumph  over  sin,  and  the  grave.  Look  unto 
me  and  be  ye  saved  all  the  ends  of  the  earth." 

Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  are  weary  and  heavy 
laden,"  "repent  and  believe  the  Gospel,"  are 
the  gracious  words  of  our  Lord,  which,  if  received 
in  faith,  secure  peace  on  earth  and  happiness  in 
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heaven.  Christ's  invitations  are  unto  all.  O  hear, 
accept,  and  cherish  them.  May  we  receive  the 
gift  of  faith,  and  know  the  blessings  that  flow 
from  genuine  repentance !  To  enjoy  the  songs, 
the  employments,  the  praises,  and  the  blessedness 
of  heaven,  our  hearts  must  be  properly  attuned  on 
earth,  by  congenial  thoughts  and  feelings.  Jehovah 
must  in  this  life  be  the  object  of  our  holy  fear, 
of  our  grateful  affection.  Thus  loving  God,  with 
Jesus  our  only  hope,  and  through  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  all  grace  reigning  in  our  heart,  we  shall  best 
enjoy  the  present  passing  scene  of  human  life, 
and  shall  be  most  faithfully  cultivating  the  objects 
of  an  existence  in  that  unseen  world,  where  God 
reigns  in  holiness  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  al- 
ways. Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  and  everlasting  God,  who  art  always 
more  ready  to  hear,  than  we  to  pray,  and  art 
wont  to  give  more  than  either  we  desire  or  de- 
serve ;  pour  down  upon  us  the  abundance  of  thy 
mercy ;  forgiving  us  those  things  whereof  our 
conscience  is  afraid  ;  and  giving  us  those  good 
things  which  we  are  not  worthy  to  ask,  but  through 
the  merits  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ  thy  Son, 
our  Lord.  Amen. 


Give  ear  unto  our  prayer,  O  Shepherd  of  Israel, 
thou  that  leadest  Joseph  like  a  flock,  thou  that 
dwellest  between  the  cherubim,  shine  forth. 
Lord,  let  our  prayer  be  set  before  thee  as  incense, 
and  the  lifting  up  of  our  hands,  as  the  evening 
sacrifice.  Thou  art  not  confined  to  temples  made 
with  hands,  but  wherever  two  or  three  worshippers 
are  met  together  in  thy  name,  there  thou  art  id 
the  midst.  We  bless  thee,  for  the  means  thou 
hast  vouchsafed,  and  for  the  communications  thou 
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hast  afforded  us  in  thy  holy  word.  We  thank 
thee,  for  its  encouragements*  to  all  who  are  de- 
sirous of  abandoning  the  evil  of  their  ways,  and 
for  the  promises  it  contains  to  those,  who  truly 
repent  of  their  sins,  and  desire  to  come  unto  thee 
through  the  blood  of  Jesus.  We  adore  thine  in- 
finite mercy  in  the  Saviour.  While  we  were  yet 
sinners,  Christ  died  for  us.  O  grant  that  thy 
gracious  designs  for  our  eternal  interests,  may  be 
fully  accomplished  in  us,  and  that  we  may  know 
nothing  in  comparison  with  Jesus  Christ,  and  him 
crucified.  May  sin  no  longer  reign  in  our  mortal 
bodies,  for  as  Christ  being  raised  from  the  dead, 
dieth  no  more,  may  we  also  reckon  ourselves  to  be 
dead  unto  sin,  but  alive  unto  God,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  Heavenly  Father,  we  entreat 
thee  to  extend  the  blessings  of  thy  kingdom  of 
grace  to  the  whole  family  of  mankind,  until  they 
shall  know  thee,  from  the  least  unto  the  greatest. 
Lord,  bless  our  native  land.  Bless  the  Queen,  the 
nobles,  the  magistrates,  and  the  people.  Lord, 
prosper  the  church,  and  be  thou  the  glory  in  the 
midst  thereof.  Gracious  God,  we  pray  thee  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  vice,  and  the  steps  of  wickedness, 
and  turn  men  from  darkness  unto  light,  from  the 
service  of  Satan,  unto  thee,  the  living  God.  O 
enable  us  to  live  as  true  disciples  of  Jesus.  Sanc- 
tify us  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  graciously  pardon  all 
our  sins,  and  accept  of  us  in  the  Saviour,  who, 
while  on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to  pray : — 
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Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  written  in  the  Epistle 
to  the  Romans^  the  fourth  chapter,  from  the  \st  to 
the  \2th  verse. 

What  shall  we  say,  then,  that  Abraham,  our  father  as 
pertaining  to  the  flesh,  hath  found  ?  For  if  Abraham  were 
justified  by  works,  he  hath  whereof  to  glory,  but  not  before 
God.  For  what  saith  the  Scripture  ?  Abraham  believed 
God,  and  it  was  counted  unto  him  for  righteousness.  Now 
to  him  that  worketh  is  the  reward  not  reckoned  of  grace, 
but  of  debt.  But  to  him  that  worketh  not,  but  believeth 
on  him  that  justifieth  the  ungodly,  his  iaitb  is  counted 
for  righteousness.  Even  as  David  also  describeth  the 
blessedness  of  the  man,  unto  whom  God  imputeth  righ- 
teousness without  works,  saying,  Blessed  are  they  whose 
iniquities  are  forgiven,  and  whose  sins  are  covered,  blessed 
is  the  man  to  whom  the  Lord  will  not  impute  sin.  Cometh 
this  blessedness  then  upon  the  circumcision  only,  or  upon 
the  uncircumcision  also?     For  we  say  that  faith  was 
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reckoned  to  Abraham  for  righteousness.  How  was  it  then 
reckoned  ?  when  .he  was  in  circumcision^  or  in  uncircum- 
cision  ?  not  in  circumcision^  but  in  uncircumcision.  And 
he  received  the  sign  of  circumcision,  a  seal  of  the  righteous^ 
ness  of  the  faith  which  he  had  yet  being  uncircumcised ; 
that  he  might  be  the  father  of  all  them  that  believe,  though 
they  be  not  circumcised  ;  that  righteousness  might  be  im- 
puted to  them  also,  and  the  father  of  circumcision  to  them 
who  are  not  of  the  circumcision  only,  but  who  also  walk  in 
the  steps  of  that  fiiith  of  our  father  Abraham,  which  he  had 
being  yet  uncircumcised.*' 


SERMON  XLII. 

ABRAHAM'S  BELIEF. 

In  Saint  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  the  4th 
chapter y  at  the  3d  verse,  it  is  thus  written: 

"  For  what  saith  the  Scripture,  Abraham  believed  Qod, 
and  it  was  counted  to  him  for  righteousness." 

To  impress  upon  all  whom  he  addressed  the 
important  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith,  was  an 
object  which  the  Apostle  Paul  constantly  sought 
to  accomplish.  Convinced  himself  of  its  infinite 
importance,  he  addressed  it  to  Jews,  and  to 
Gentiles,  to  bond,  and  to  free.  He  seems  to  con- 
sider  all  other  doctrines  as  only  secondary  to  that 
of  justification  by  Christ ;  and  having  himself  been 
saved  by  faith,  he  entreats  and  persuades  all  men, 
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to  come  to  Jesus,  that  they  may  experience  the 
efficiency  of  bis  saving  power,  of  which  the  holy 
Apostle  was  an  example  so  distinguished. 

In  the  fourth  chapter  of  the  Romans,  he  illus- 
trates the  efficacy  of  the  doctrine  of  faith,  as  he 
more  particularly  addresses  his  argument  to  the 
Jews  in  Rome,  who  at  the  time  he  wrote  were 
either  converts  to,  or  decided  enemies  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jesus.  He  strengthens  the  faith  of  the 
former,  by  the  power  and  distinctness  of  his 
reasoning  ;  while  he  also  proves  the  mistaken 
opinions,  and  delusive  hopes  of  the  latter.  The 
life  of  Abraham  being  familiar  to  both,  the 
Apostle  illustrates  the  nature  of  the  doctrine  he 
asserts,  by  an  impressive  appeal  to  the  faith  of 
that  Patriarch,  and  shews,  that  even  he  of  whom 
they  boasted  as  their  father,  proved  a  valuable 
auxiliary,  to  strengthen  the  cause  of  justification 
by  faith,  that  cause,  in  which  Saint  Paul  continually 
gloried.  In  contending  for  the  imperative  neces- 
sity of  faith,  the  Apostle  shews,  that  by  it  Abraham 
was  justified.  Faith  in  him,  manifesting  itself  by 
works,  while  it  was  also  the  vital  principle,  by 
which  the  father  of  the  faithful  was  guided,  alike 
in  his  hour  of  trial,  and  in  the  day  of  his  happiness 
and  joy. 

The  word  faith,"  is  capable  of  various  signi- 
fications, but  that  in  which  immortfd  souls  have 
most  interest,  is  comprehended  in  these  words,  ''to 
believe  in  God,  and  in  Jesus  Christ  whom  be  hath 
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sent."  This  is  justifying  faith,  which  is  a  saving 
grace,  the  gift  of  God,  and  wrought  in  the  soul  by 
his  Holy  Spirit.  By  justifying  faith,  we  receive 
Christ  as  our  prophet,  priest,  and  king,  and  we 
rely  upon  him  alone  for  salvation. 

Faith  is  a  saving  grace.  This  the  Scriptures 
clearly  reveal,  in  such  expressions  as  these — "By 
grace  you  are  saved  through  faith." — '*  Thy  faith 
bath  saved  thee." — "Receiving  the  end  of  your 
faith,  even  the  salvation  of  your  souls.''  A  saving 
grace  indicates,  that  we  were  formerly  in  a  state 
of  danger :  from  what  then  doth  faith  save  us  1 
We  reply,  from  the  most  awful  of  evils,  the  wrath 
and  curse  of  Almighty  God.  The  law  of  Jehovah 
was  violated,  first  by  Adam,  and  too  surely,  alas  I 
by  every  one  of  his  human  descendants,  in 
thought,  word,  and  deed.  All  of  us  have  gone 
astray,  and  our  very  best  services  are  insufficient  to 
atone  for  one  of  our  many  offences,  against  a  pure 
and  holy  God.  Even  those  men,  whose  character 
Scripture  has  delineated  as  the  friends  of  God, 
and  the  men  after  his  own  heart,  having  sinned, 
cannot  glory  before  God.  The  Almighty  never  was 
their  debtor,  but  they  owe  a  debt  of  obedience  to 
him  they  never  can  repay,  and  therefore  God 
opens  another  way,  by  which  they  may  come 
unto  him  and  live.  They  are  enabled  to  believe 
in  God,  as  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  and  thus  believing,  it  is  accounted  to  them 
"  for  righteousness." 
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Let  us  now  inquire,  in  what  manner  faith 
becometh  a  saving  grace  to  men. 

Men  by  natural  sin,  as  well  as  actual  trans- 
gression, having  subjected  themselves  to  the  wrath 
of  an  offended  God,  Jesus  assumed  our  nature,  and 
died  for  us,  that  by  a  sacrifice  so  great,  God  s 
justice  might  be  satisfied,  and  peace  between 
God  and  man  proclaimed.  Before  man  can  share 
in  a  privilege  so  exalted,  however,  a  test  is  required 
of  him ;  and  that  is  a  full,  free,  and  hearty  accep- 
tance of  the  mercy  of  God,  upon  God's  own  terms. 
These  terms  are,  genuine  confession  of  sin  before 
God,  true  repentance,  and  a  willing  acceptance  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us, 
wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and 
redemption."  This  is  the  source  of  every  chris- 
tian's hope, — the  foundation  upon  which  he  rests 
for  time  and  for  eternity.  It  is  the  constella- 
tion by  which  his  ark  is  guided,  amid  the  storms 
of  life  to  the  shores  of  blessedness,  which  introduces 
him  to  a  reconciled  God  in  glory,  and  enables  him 
to  enjoy  that  happiness,  which  knows  no  boundary 
in  its  extent,  and  no  limit  in  its  duration. 

Thus  may  the  bouI,  throogh  powers  that  faith  bestows. 
Win  rest*  and  ease,  and  peace,  and  bliss  that  angels  share.*' 

Those  who  are  saved  by  faith,  remember  that  it 
is  not  of  themselves,  "it  is  the  gift  of  God." 

Christ  is  the  unspeakable  gift  of  God,  and  the 
advantages  which  flow  from  the  fulness  of  his 
propitiation,  are  the  gracious  benefits  of  pardon 
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and  love,  which  we  are  called  upon  to  receive 
with  affection  and  gratitude  to  him  who  merci- 
fully bestows  them.  The  salvation  that  is  by 
faith,  teacheth  us  to  abandon  all  those  delusions, 
which  would  tempt  us  to  claim  our  salvation  as  a 
rights  or  would  induce  us  to  believe  we  have  hope 
of  mercy  in  any  other  way,  than  by  the  love  of 
God  in  Jesus.  The  Scriptures  inform  us,  "  that 
no  man  is  justified  by  the  law,  in  the  sight  of  God 
is  evident,  for  the  just  shall  live  by  faith but 
while  faith  is  the  principle,  good  works  are  the 
practice  of  faith,  and  hence  the  more  ardent  our 
trust  in  Jesus,  the  more  holy  will  our  walk  and 
conversation  become,  and  we  shall  best  prove  our 
faith's  sincerity,  by  delighting  in  the  law  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  and  imitating  the  precious  ex- 
ample of  him,  who  gave  to  men  the  true  rule  of 
happiness,  even  love  to  their  God,  and  love  to 
their  neighbour.  So  that  as  he  who  hath  called 
them  is  holy,  they  may  be  holy,  in  all  manner  of 
conversation.  1 

While  Abraham  believed  in  God,  although 
Messiah  was  in  his  day  only  shadowed  forth  in 
obscure  intimations,  his  faith  was  accounted  to 
him  for  righteousness.  It  is  lamentable  to  con- 
sider, how  many  in  Gospel  times,  and  with  the 
advantages  of  Revelation,  reject  Christ,  and  will 
not  have  God  to  reign  over  them.  **The  vast 
concerns  of  an  eternal  scene,"  are  neglected  for 
the  riches,  the  pleasures,  the  amusements,  and  the 


422 


Twelfth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 


vices  of  this  world.  Do  unbelievers  never  think  that 
even  should  these  pleasures  be  prolonged,  death 
must  at  length  effect  their  endless  separation? 
Do  they  not  know,  that  the  wages  of  sin  is  death  ? 
Are  they  ignorant  that  men  cannot  have  the  love 
of  the  world,  and  the  love  of  Christ  in  the  same 
bosom  ?  And  O,  does  not  experience  eloquently 
proclaim,  that  on  all  things  here,  vanity  and 
vexation  of  spirit"  is  inscribed.  Blessed  be  God, 
experience  proclaims  still  more  powerfully,  the 
riches  of  that  faith  in  which  Abraham  believed, 
which  is  at  once  the  joy,  and  the  peace  of  all, 
who  come  unto  Grod  through  Christ.  Of  all, — ^for 
whosoever  will,  is  invited,  and  to  encourage  the 
trembling  penitent,  let  him  but  behold  what  God 
and  Jesus  have  done  for  his  salvation.  While 
men  were  yet  sinners,"  and  the  world  was 
lying  in  the  darkest  wickedness,  a  stranger  visited 
its  habitations.  For  man  he  prayed,  he  sighed, 
he  wept,  yet  man  knew  him  not,  or  only  knew  to 
revile  and  to  despise  him.  When  he  announced  his 
mission,  man  only  listened  to  deride.  When  he 
proclaimed  his  Divinity,  by  man  it  was  denied,  and 
disclaimed.  Yet  blessed  be  God,  some  hearts  were 
melted  —  some  disciples  recognised  their  Lord. 
A  little  flock  acknowledged  him  for  their  Shep- 
herd, and  taught  and  preached  in  his  name,  and 
that  name  shall  endure  for  ever — Jesus,  the 
Saviour  of  sinners.  Let  us  hasten  to  acknow- 
ledge him  as  our  salvation.    Let  us  believe  with 
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all  our  heart,  looking  unto  our  Saviour,  who  for 
the  joy  that  was  set  before  him,"  saith  St.  Paul,* 
''endured  the  cross,  despising  the  shame,  and 
is  set  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  throne  of 
God,"  and  then,  "neither  life,  nor  death,  nor 
angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
present,  nor  things  to  come,  shall  be  able  to  sepa- 
rate us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus  our  Lord."  Amen. 

The  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understand- 
ing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  knowledge 
and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  amongst 
you,  and  remain  with  you  always.  Amen. 

*  In  a  previous  discoune,  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  is  also  attributed 
to  St.  Paul.  Eusebius,  lib.  iii.  cap.  iii.  is  of  a  differeot  opinion,  and  has 
been  followed  bj  other  writers.  The  majority  of  orthodox  divines,  bow- 
ever,  and  still  more  the  internal  evidence  afforded  by  the  epistle  itself, 
agree  in  proving  that  St.  Paul  was  its  writer. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Almighty  and  merciful  God,  of  whose  only  gift  it 
cometh,  that  thy  faithful  people  do  unto  thee  true 
and  laudable  service ;  grant,  we  beseech  thee, 
that  we  may  so  faithfully  serve  thee  in  this  life, 
that  we  fail  not  finally  to  attain  thy  heavenly 
promises,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  Amen. 

Righteous  art  thou,  O  Lord,  and  upright  are 
thy  judgments.  Thy  testimonies,  that  thou  hast 
commanded,  are  righteous  and  very  faithful.  0 
remember  not  against  us  former  iniquities,  neither 
be  thou  angry  with  us  for  ever.  Hide  thy  face 
from  our  sins,  and  blot  out  all  our  iniquities.  We 
acknowledge  our  transgressions,  and  that  in  thy 
sight  we  have  done  evil.  O  Lord,  look  not  upon 
us  as  we  are  in  ourselves,  but  see,  O  Grod,  our 
shield,  look  upon  us,  in  the  face  of  thine 
anointed ;  and  while  thou  enablest  us  to  repent  of 
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our  sins,  in  sincerity  and  truth,  so  do  thou  in  the 
blood  of  Jesus,  purify  us  from  every  appearance 
of  evil.  Aspiring  to  the  high  character  of  chris- 
tian disciples,  may  we  strive  to  imitate  our  Lord, 
who  went  about  continually  doing  good.  Enable 
us  to  add  to  our  faith,  virtue,  and  to  virtue,  know- 
ledge, temperance,  patience,  godliness,  brotherly 
kindness,  and  charity.  May  we  visit  the  widow 
and  the  fatherless  in  their  affliction,  while  we  keep 
ourselves  unspotted  from  the  world.  O  Lord, 
give  us  grace  that  we  may  never  separate  the 
principle  of  faith,  from  the  practice  of  good  works. 
By  our  works  and  words  may  men  take  knowledge 
of  us,  that  we  have  been  with  Jesus.  Lord, 
hasten  the  happy  time,  when  all  men  shall  know 
thee ;  when  the  principles  of  true  Christianity 
shall  be  universally  diffused ;  when  the  hymn  of 
gratitude,  for  temporal  and  eternal  blessings,  shall 
ascend  to  thee,  from  every  corner  of  the  habitable 
globe. 

O  Lord,  prosper,  we  pray  thee,  all  truly  religious 
and  charitable  institutions  at  home,  and  the  exer- 
tions of  the  christian  missionary  abroad.  May 
the  church  thou  hast  planted  amongst  us  ever 
flourish.  May  her  ministers  be  thy  able  and 
honest  servants,  and  thy  people  be  ever  will- 
ing in  the  day  of  thy  power.  Lord,  we  pray 
thee  for  our  Queen,  our  nobles,  and  our  magistrates. 
May  the  throne  be  established  in  righteousness, 
and  all  judges  judge  in  thy  fear.  Heavenly 


426        Thirteenth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 

• 

Father,  to  thee  we  commend  the  sick  and  the 
afflicted.  O  pity  suffering  humanity,  and  merci- 
fully send  relief  from  thy  holy  habitation.  May 
mourners  share  thy  gracious  consolations ;  and 
heavenly  Father  of  all,  do  thou  increase  both  their 
faith  and  ours,  in  the  adorable  Redeemer,  who  at 
length  shall  wipe  away  every  tear,  and  who  is 
exalted  a  prince  and  a  Saviour  in  thy  kingdom  of 
glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  Epistle  of  Saint 
James ^  the  \st  chapter^  from  the  17 th  to  the  21th 
verse. 

"  Every  good  gift  and  every  perfect  gift  is  from  above, 
and  cometh  doWQ  from  the  Father  of  lights,  with  whom 
is  no  variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning.  Of  his  own 
will  begat  he  us  with  the  word  of  truth,  that  we  should  be 
a  kind  of  first  fruits  of  his  creatures.    Wherefore,  my 
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beloved  brethren^  let  every  man  be  swift  to  hear,  slow  to 
speak^  slow  to  wrath  ;  for  the  wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the 
righteousness  of  God.  Wherefore,  lay  apart  all  filthiness, 
and  superfluity  of  naughtiness,  and  receive  with  meekness 
the  ingrafted  word,  which  is  able  to  save  your  souls.  But 
be  ye  doers  of  the  word,  and  not  hearers  only,  deceiving 
your  own  selves,  forif  any  be  a  hearer  of  the  word,  and  not  a 
doer,  he  is  like  unto  a  man  beholding  his  natural  face  in  a 
glass :  for  he  beholdeth  himself  and  goeth  his  way,  and 
straightway  forgetteth  what  manner  of  man  he  was.  But 
whoso  looketh  into  the  perfect  law  of  liberty,  and  con- 
tinueth  therein,  he  being  not  a  forgetful  hearer,  but  a  doer 
of  the  work,  this  man  shall  be  blessed  in  his  deed.  If 
any  man  among  you  seem  to  be  religious,  and  bridleth  not 
his  tongue,  but  deceiveth  his  own  heart,  this  man's 
religion  is  vain.  Pure  religion  and  undefiled  before  God 
and  the  Father  is  this,  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows 
in  their  affliction,  and  to  keep  himself  unspotted  from  the 
world.'' 


SERMON  XLIII. 

FAITH  AND  WORKS  INSEPARABLE. 

In  the  21th  verse  of  the  \st  chapter  of  the 
Epistle  of  Saint  James,  it  is  thus  written  : 

Pure  religion,  and  undefiled  before  God  and  the 
Father,  is  this,  to  visit  the  fatherless  and  widows  in  their 
affliction,  and  to  keep  himself  unspotted  from  the  world." 


There  are  in  the  Christian  religion,  two  grand 


428        Thirteenth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 

and  commanding  doctrines,  which  assert  their 
sway  over  the  heart  of  believers,  and  which  al- 
though differing,  it  is  impossible  to  separate.  The 
first  is  the  principle  of  faith  which  teaches  us  to 
rely  on  the  Son  of  God.  The  other  is  the  per- 
formance of  good  works,  by  which  we  are  taught 
to  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves — to  alleviate, 
and  soothe  human  suffering — and  for  the  sake  of 
our  ascended  Lord,  to  elevate  the  character  of 
mankind,  by  our  willing  services  in  behalf  of  their 
temporal,  but  more  particularly  of  their  eternal 
interests. 

It  is  to  be  presumed,  that  some  of  the  Christian 
churches  when  first  established,  were  actuated  by 
one,  rather  than  by  both  of  these  doctrines. 
Hence  the  inspired  writers  of  the  different  epistles, 
by  their  addresses  to  the  various  churches,  excited 
them  to  the  belief  or  practice  of  the  one,  in  which 
they  were  most  deficient.  Thus  Saint  Paul  in 
his  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  enforces  and  illustrates 
the  doctrines  of  the  cross,  and  that  men  are  justi- 
fied by  faith  in  Christ.  While  Saint  James,  in  his 
Epistle  to  the  Twelve  Tribes,  scattered  abroad, 
peculiarly  asserts  the  necessity  of  good  works,  in 
those  whom  he  addresses,  whose  superior  know- 
ledge of  scripture  prophecy,  enabled  them  pro- 
fessedly to  embrace  the  faith  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  but 
who  notwithstanding  appeared  to  the  Apostle 
too  remiss  in  those  duties,  by  which  it  must  al- 
ways be  adorned.    Saint  James,  as  the  servant  of 
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Christ,  having  dedicated  his  epistle,  directs,  that 
every  holy  acquisition,  that  every  good  gift,  re- 
quired by  the  church,  be  asked  "in  faith/' 
Proving  that  faith  noust  not  be  dead  but  living, 
and  manifestingitself  in  various  forms,  he  proceeds 
to  enforce  the  necessity  of  these  being  visible,  in 
the  acts  and  lives  of  professing  christians.  He 
demands  these  tests,  as  tests  of  true  faith,  and 
they  are  tests,  which  the  works  and  life  of  every 
true  christian  exemplifies. 

The  Apostle  inquireth,  "What  doth  it  profit,  if  a 
man  say  he  hath  faith,  and  hath  not  works  ?"  or  in 
other  words,  if  a  man's  actions  be  hostile  to  the  law 
of  God,  and  to  the  precepts  of  the  Saviour,  can  the 
pretended  faith  of  such  a  man  save  him  ?  The 
Apostle  does  not  attempt  to  separate  faith  from 
works,  for  when  more  advanced  in  his  argument, 
although  he  states  a  man  is  justified  by  works, 
and  not  by  faith  only,  the  latter  word  "  only"  in- 
dicates, that  faith  is  essentially  necessary  to  jus- 
tification, however  distinguished  our  works  may 
be.  In  the  second  chapter  of  his  epistle,  the 
Apostle  adduces  instances  or  examples  of  im- 
portant works,  performed  by  well  known  Scrip- 
tural characters,  all  of  which  instances  include 
faith  or  belief,  as  the  first  principle  of  action. 
Abraham  believed  in  God's  power  and  goodness, 
when  he  offered  up  Isaac.  Rahab  believed  the 
messengers,  before  their  return  as  enemies.  Had 
Abraham,  having  assumed  the  name  of  a  believer. 
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refused  to  offer  Isaac,  or  Rahab  made  no  pre- 
paration for  the  return  of  the  spies,  then  most 
justly  would  their  faith  be  pronounced  vain.  But 
faith  wrought,  and  was  manifested  in  their  works, 
"  and  by  their  works  was  faith  made  perfect." 
Apprehensive  that  the  Jewish  converts  did  not 
consider  good  works  of  the  importance  to  which, 
by  the  christian  scheme,  they  are  entitled.  Saint 
James  calls  on  his  converted  countrymen  to  re- 
member the  royal  law  of  Scripture,  "Thou  shalt 
love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself,"  earnestly  to  prac- 
tise that  wisdom,  which  is  from  above,  which  is 
first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be 
entreated,  full  of  mercy  and  goodfi-uits,  without  par- 
tiality, and  without  hypocrisy,"  and  "to  visit  the 
widow  and  the  fatherless  in  their  affliction."  As- 
suming, at  the  same  time,  the  christian  standard 
of  duty  to  God,  and  by  keeping  apart  from  the 
sins,  follies,  and  vanities  of  the  present  scene,  the 
believer  remains  altogether  "  unspotted  from  the 
world." 

Christianity  has  two  objects,  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  happiness  of  man.  Faith,  as  removing 
the  barrier  of  guilt  betwixt  God  and  man,  pro- 
motes the  former  of  these  objects.  As  love  relies 
on  the  object  of  its  affection,  so  doth  faith.  As  on 
eagle  wing,  faith  continually  bears  upward  to  the 
source  of  glory.  It  is  the  pillar  of  fire,  to  guide 
us  through  this  world's  wilderness.  It  is  the 
glory  from  the  cross,  to  lighten  us  to  heaven. 
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This  christian  and  commanding  principle,  is  too 
delicate  for  mortal  eye  to  trace,  in  all  its  influences 
upon  the  heart  of  its  possessor,  but  it  may  be 
seen  and  known  in  its  effects,  by  his  conduct  to- 
wards his  fellow-creatures,  and  by  his  exhibiting 
in  his  life  a  walk  and  conversation  becoming  the 
Gospel.  He  is  sanctified  by  faith  in  Jesus. 
Hence,  the  more  palpable  principle  of  good  works 
has  been  the  test  or  proof,  both  under  the  old 
and  the  new  dispensations,  of  true  religion.  By 
the  keeping  of  God's  commandments,  man  affords 
the  strongest  proof  of  his  trust  in,  and  love  to,  his 
heavenly  Father,  which  is  the  natural  effect  of  a 
cause  so  pure,  and  so  dignifying,  as  that  of  the 
christian's  faith.  Reflecting,  in  some  measure, 
the  image  of  the  Divinity,  by  setting  the  Lord 
continually  before  him  as  his  salvation  and 
hope,  the  christian  desires  to  imitate  the  cha- 
racter of  him  whose  image  he  bears,  by  a  life 
of  kindness  and  sympathy  expressed  towards  the 
afflicted,  and  the  sorrowful,  the  mourner,  and  the 
distressed.  Hence,  those  sufferers,  whose  woe 
calls  for  his  kindness  and  condolence, — the  young 
and  uninstructed  orphan,  the  broken-hearted 
mourner,  the  wounded  in  spirit  by  worldly  mis- 
fortunes, the  afflicted  ones,  whom  the  iron  hand 
of  penury  grasps  unrelentingly,  the  weary  and 
heavy  laden,  the  perishing  outcast,  the  sick,  the 
sorrowful,  and  the  dying,  —  all  claim,  and  all 
share,  the  sympathy  of  him,  who  imbibes  the 
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pure  spirit  of  the  faith  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  We  thus 
perceive,  how  a  constant  perseverance  in  well 
doing,  indicates  the  presence  of  true  faith,  and 
this  proof  Saint  James  demanded  from  the  church 
he  addressed  in  his  epistle,  a  proof  which  our 
Saviour  also  required,  when  he  said,  "  By  your 
fruits  shall  you  know  them." 

The  most  benevolent  men  have  undoubtedly 
been  true  christians ;  still  a  good  act  may  be  per- 
formed by  the  benevolence  of  our  nature,  and  not 
by  the  power  of  grace  in  our  heart.  But  such 
isolated  acts,  proceeding  from  a  momentary  im- 
pulse, are  altogether  different  from  the  abiding 
spirit  of  charity  and  love,  which  the  Apostle  com- 
mends. Unless  faith  animate  ns,  we  cannot  af- 
ford to  the  widow  and  fatherless,  the  most  import- 
ant of  all  the  consolations  which  their  afflictions 
require.  We  cannot  direct  their  hearts  to  God, 
as  a  reconciled  God  in  Jesus.  Even  that  Jesus 
who,  ever  compassionate  and  gracious,  sympa- 
thises with  the  christian  sufferers  in  all  their 
afflictions ;  who  is  the  only  refuge  from  the  tem- 
pest, and  the  immoveable  Rock,  on  which  the 
believer  rests  secure,  even  while  the  waves  assail 
and  encompass  it,  but  assail  and  encompass  it  in 
vain.  The  sympathy  of  the  unbeliever  is  not  the 
sympathy  for  which  Saint  James  contends,  for 
it  is  tainted  and  spotted  with  the  corruption  of 
the  world.  Vanity,  ostentation,  self-applause,  or 
selfishness,  may  at  times  ape  and  imitate  christian 
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deeds.  But  these  must  be  the  only  sources  from 
which  such  deeds  emanate,  in  the  bosom  of  him 
who  denies  the  Lord,  who  hath  bought  him,  and 
tramples  on  the  authority  of  Divine  revelation. 

Reliance  on  the  Redeemer,  is  the  only  true 
source  of  righteous  actions.  "  I  am  the  Vine," 
saith  Jesus,  ''ye  are  the  branches;  he  that  abideth 
in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth 
much  fruit,  for  without  me  ye  can  do  nothing.'' 

Yes,  the  christian's  guides  are  the  precepts  and 
example  of  the  ever  blessed  Jesus.  The  life 
which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh,"  saith  an  Apostle, 
**  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved 
me,  and  gave  himself  for  me;"  while  Jesus  de- 
clared this  is  life  eternal,  to  believe  in  God,  and 
in  Jesus  Christ  whom  he  hath  sent,"  he  also 
asserted,  He  that  hath  my  commandments,  and 
keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  me."  How 
often  were  the  finest  christian  sympathies  mani- 
fested, during  the  sojourn  of  Christ  in  this  re 
bellious  world  !  He  still  shares  in  all  our  sor- 
rows,  with  the  affection  of  a  brother.  Observe 
how  he  sympathised  with  the  afflicted  widow  of 
Nain,  as  she  followed  her  child  to  the  grave, 
"  for  he  was  her  only  son."  Think  how  he  wept 
over  the  tomb  of  Lazarus,  while  his  unfeeling  and 
unbelieving  countrymen  testified  how  he  loved 
him."  Remember  with  what  emotion  he  con- 
templated the  shining  pinnacles  and  glittering 
towers  of  Jerusalem,  as  he  bewailed  her  ap- 
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proaching  fate.  Strive,  O  strive,  then,  to  sanc- 
tify him  in  your  hearts,  who  hath  said,  Blessed 
are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy." 
Thus  may  the  God  of  peace,  that  brought  again 
from  the  dead  the  Lord  Jesus,  that  great  Shepherd 
of  the  sheep,  through  the  blood  of  the  everlasting 
covenant,  make  you  perfect  in  every  good  work, 
to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  which  is  pleas- 
ing in  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom 
be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen* 

Now  may  the  peace  of  Qod,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
niighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Almiobtt  and  everlasting  God,  give  unto  us  the 
increase  of  faith,  hope,  and  charity ;  and  that  we 
may  obtain  that  which  thou  dost  promise,  make  us 
to  love  that  which  thou  dost  command,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


Most  gracious  God,  and  heavenly  Father,  to 
thee  shall  all  flesh  come.  To  thee  angels,  and 
glorified  spirits,  offer  ceaseless  worship.  By  day 
and  by  night,  they  bless  thee,  in  thy  holy  temple, 
and  surround  thy  throne,  as  they  sing  their  melo- 
dies of  praise.  Darkness  and  light  are  both  alike 
to  thee.  Matter  and  mind,  body  and  spirit,  are 
all  superintended  by  thine  ever  watchful  eye. 
We  therefore  approach  thee  at  this  time,  with  deep 
conviction  of  our  unworthiness  by  sin,  for  we  have 
done  the  things  we  ought  not  to  have  done.  We 
have  offended  against  thy  most  holy  law.  Our 
iniquities  have  separated  us  from  thee  our  God. 
Our  lips  have  spoken  deceit,  and  our  tongue  hath 
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uttered  perverseness.  But,  O  God,  while  we 
were  thus  far  from  thee  by  wicked  works,  thou 
didst  not  permit  us  to  perish.  When  thou  didst 
see  there  was  no  man,  and  no  intercessor,  thine 
own  arm  brought  salvation.  We  bless  thee,  that 
Jesus  hath  come  in  peace,  to  all  who  through 
faith  in  his  name,  turn  from  their  transgressions 
unto  thee.  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  O  Lord,  but 
to  thyself,  be  all  the  glory.  O  may  it  be  ours, 
sincerely  to  give  thee  our  heart,  and  let  that  sincerity 
be  manifested,  in  a  life  of  holiness  and  benevo- 
lence, of  charity  and  love.  Animated  by  affection 
and  gratitude  to  thee,  who  first  loved  us,  may  we 
be  found  diligent  in  the  business  of  the  world  to 
come,  and  may  every  sun  that  rises,  and  every 
night  that  closes  around  us,  as  it  hastens  us  on 
our  journey  in  time,  find  us  through  Jesus,  more 
advanced  on  the  path  to  the  glories  of  an  unseen 
world. 

Heavenly  Father,  if  it  please  thee,  continue  tem- 
poral comforts,  and  grant  a  blessing  with  thy 
blessings.  O  Lord,  bless  thy  church.  Extend 
her  influence.  Increase  her  members^  and  turn 
her  enemies  from  the  evil  of  their  ways.  The  Lord 
will  comfort  his  Zion,  he  will  comfort  her  waste 
places,  and  he  will  make  her  wilderness  like  Eden, 
and  her  desert  like  the  garden  of  the  Lord.  Joy 
and  gladness  shall  be  found  therein,  thanksgiving 
and  the  voice  of  melody.  Lord,  extend  the  truth 
more  and  more  as  it  is  in  Jesus.   May  hearts  once 
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cold  and  faithless,  now  become  zealous  for  thy 
glory,  ardent  in  thy  praise,  giving  all  their  powers 
willingly  to  thy  service,  O  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Spirit,  blessed  for  ever.  Amen. 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallo>yed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  25/A  chapter  of 
Saint  Matthew's  Gospel^  beginning  at  the  Z\st  verse. 

When  the  Son  of  man  shall  come  in  his  glory,  and  all 
the  holy  angels  with  him,  then  shall  he  sit  upon  the  throne 
of  his  glory  :  and  before  him  shall  be  gathered  all  nations : 
and  he  shall  separate  them  one  from  another,  as  a  shepherd 
divideth  his  sheep  from  the  goats:  and  he  shall  set  the 
sheep  on  his  right  hand,  but  the  goats  on  the  left.  Then 
shall  the  king  say  unto  them  on  his  right  hand.  Come,  ye 
blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world  :  for  I  was  an  hungered, 
and  ye  gave  me  meat :  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me 
drink  :  I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  in :  naked,  and 
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ye  clothed  me :  I  was  sick,  and  ye  visited  me :  I  was  in 
prison,  and  ye  came  unto  me.  Then  shall  the  righteous 
answer  him,  saying,  Lord  when  saw  we  £hee  an  hungered, 
and  fed  thee  ?  or  thirsty,  and  gave  thee  drink  ?  when  saw 
we  thee  a  stranger,  and  took  thee  in  ?  or  naked,  and  clothed 
thee  ?  or  when  saw  we  thee  sick,  or  in  prison,  and  came 
unto  thee  ?  And  the  king  shall  answer  and  say  oiito  them^ 
Verily  I  say  unto  you.  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto 
one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
me.  Then  shall  he  say  also  unto  them  on  the  left  hand, 
Depart  from  me,  ye  cursed^  into  everlasting  fire,  prepared 
for  the  Devil  and  his  angels  :  for  I  was  an  hungered,  and 
ye  gave  me  no  meat :  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink  : 
I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  not  in :  naked,  and  ye 
clothed  me  not :  sick,  and  in  prison,  and  ye  visited  me 
not  Then  shall  they  also  answer  him,  saying.  Lord,  when 
saw  we  thee  an  hungered,  or  athirst,  or  a  stranger,  or  naked, 
or  sick,  or  in  prison,  and  did  not  minister  unto  thee  ?  Hicd 
shall  he  answer  them,  saying.  Verily  I  say  unto  you.  Inas- 
much as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  did  it 
not  to  me.  And  these  shall  go  away  into  eveilasting 
punishment :  but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal/' 
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SERMON  XLIV. 

THE  JUDGMENT. 

In  the  fifth  chapter  of  Saint  PauPs  Second  Epistle 
to  the  Corinthians,  in  the  lOth  verse,  it  is  thus 
written  : 

For  we  must  all  appear  before  the  judgment  seat  of 
(%rist»  •that  erery  one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  his 
body,  according  to  that  he  hath,  done  whether  it  be  good 
or  bad/' 


The  conviction  that  the  soul  of  man  is  immortal, 
naturally  teaches  us,  that  as  the  good  things  of 
this  life  appear  to  be  distributed,  as  well  to  the 
wicked,  as  to  the  righteous^  God  causing  the  rain 
to  fall  alike  upon  the  just,  and  the  unjust,  so  a 
time  will  come,  when  man  shall  be  tried  according 
to  his  works,  and  punishment  awarded  in  aaother 
world  to  those,  who  in  the  present  state  of  ex- 
istence, have  been  wilful  offenders  against  the  laws 
of  the  eternal  Jehovah. 

Such  an  idea,  under  various  modifications,  has 
obtained  in  the  past  ages  of  the  history  of  the 
world.  It  was  believed  by  those,  who  gave  to  the 
works  of  men's  hands,  the  reverence  due  to  the 
great  Creator  of  all,  and  who,  even  without  the 
light  of  revelation,  discovered,  that  there  must  be 
a  place  of  happiness  or  woe  in  a  future  existence, 
where  the  virtuous  were  destined  to  join  the 
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society  of  those  who  had  adorned  their  country  by 
their  genius  aud  their  patriotism,  while  the  wicked 
were  consigned  to  reprobation  and  punishment  in 
a  place  of  darkness  and  despair.  To  us,  our  bible 
thus  determines  this  subject.  ''After  death  the 
judgment/'  and  it  speaks  of  it  in  language,  calcu- 
lated to  arouse  the  most  careless  from  their  in- 
difference. It  represents  to  our  imagination  a 
scene  of  surpassing  interest  and  grandeur.  On 
that  solemn  occasion,  Christ  shall  appear  in  hu 
glory,  and  |all  his  holy  angels  with  him.  Every 
eye  shall  now  behold  him,  and  what  a  sight  shall 
that  be,  when  man,  awaking  from  the  slumber 
of  ages,  looks  upwards,  and  beholds  the  judge  en- 
throned, and  the  books  opened  ;  the  grave  giving 
up  its  myriads,  who  in  successive  generations,  wept 
over  the  tomb  of  their  predecessors,  and  in  a 
few  little  years  occupied  it  themselves.  Behold 
its  foaming  billows  cease,  and  the  sea  giving  up 
the  dead  that  are  therein.  Lo,  the  once  solid  globe, 
now  breaks  into  fearful  masses,  and  then  it  is  dis- 
solved with  *'  fervent  heat."  Tremendous  though 
this  scene  appear,  the  glory  of  the  Judge  and  of 
his  attendants,  calls  for  surpassing  wonder.  While 
behind  him  are  seen  the  varied  ranks  of  the 
heavenly  hosts,  towering  upwards  according  to 
their  degrees,  and  ready  to  execute  the  commission 
of  their  Lord,  the  trumpet's  last  note  is  sounded. 
The  dead,  small  and  great,  are  assembled  before 
the  throne  of  judgment. 
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Numerous  as  that  company  may  be,  each  mem- 
ber of  it  is  included  in  one  of  two  classes  —  the 
righteous,  or  the  wicked,  and  the  solemnities  of 
this  awful  day  are  to  be  concluded,  by  the  sentence 
of  the  judge  then' to  be  pronounced.  His  address 
is  in  the  hands  of  every  man.  Its  words  are  few, 
but  of  momentous  import.  "Depart  from  me 
ye  wicked."  "  Come  unto  me,  ye  blessed  of  my 
Father."  O  may  our  conversation  be  in  heaven, 
from  whence  also  we  look  for  the  Saviour,  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  when  the  eternal  Judge 
addresses  us,  may  we  be  enabled  to  say,  by 
grace  are  we  saved,  and  that  not  of  ourselves,  it 
is  the  gift  of  God,"  —  "not  unto  us,  but  unto 
thee,  O  Lord,  be  the  glory." 

The  anticipation  of  the  judgment  day,  ought  to 
induce  us  so  to  live,  as  those  who  shall  be  judged. 
That  day,  in  which  all  shall  be  summoned  to  give 
an  account  of  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  is 
rapidly  advancing,  and  when  our  solemn  adieu  to 
earthly  things  approaches,  if  we  be  found  unre- 
pentant of  our  sins,  and  ignorant  of  Jesus,  and 
have  not  accepted  the  peace,  offered  to  us  through 
the  shedding  of  his  precious  blood,  he,  the  sove- 
reign Judge,  shall  then  declare,  he  knows  us  not. 
If  to  our  unbelief,  we  have  added  ingratitude  and 
rebellion — if  while  we  were  on  earth,  he  shower- 
ed upon  us  continued  mercies,  to  teach  us  thank- 
fulness, and  to  affect  our  heart  towards  the  gracious 
Giver — if  he  have  tried  us  with  adversity,  and  we 
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have  not  been  humbled — if  we  have  given  to 
iri'eligion,  hypocrisy,  or  pride,  the  heart  in  which 
he  desired  to  reign,  while  there  was  no  place  in 
it,  for  genuine  faith,  and  christian  love — if  we 
have  professed  to  honour  God,  and  yet  have  hated 
our  brother —  if  we  have  said  Lord,  Lordj  and  yet 
denied  his  suffering  disciples  a  participation  in 
those  comforts  which  we  might  have  bestowed  — 
if  we  have  not  for  Christ's  sake,  fed  the  hungry, 
and  clothed  the  naked,  sympathised  with  the 
sorrowful,  and  succoured  the  distressed, — then  will 
his  language  be  "  Depart  from  me  ye  wicked," — 
a  sentence  of  utter  and  irretrievable  condemnation. 

Thanks  be  unto  God,  the  waters  that  overwhelm 
the  ungodly,  support  the  ark  of  the  true  christian, 
who  shelters  from  the  coming  wrath,  under  the 
shadow  of  the  mercy  seat,  and  hears  from  his 
Saviour  the  words  of  peace.  Blessed  be  God,  the 
redeemed  no  man  can  number.  Of  them,  the 
weakest  believer  may  yet  be,  if  he  only  seek  Jesus 
in  sincerity  and  truth.  That  Saviour  in  whom  he 
trusteth,  shall  be  his  eternal  reward,  and  the  angel 
at  heaven's  gate  shall  joyfully  unfold  it  to  the 
humble  and  believing  soul,  who  by  faith  has  the 
form  of  mind  in  him,  that  was  also  in  Jesus. 

Considering  the  eternal  importance  of  our  final 
doom,  we  ought  diligently  to  regard  those  things 
by  which  it  may  be  affected.  Christ  has  set  us 
an  example  that  we  should  follow  his  steps, 
Let  us  imitate  hia  ardent  piety,  ardent  alike  in 
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the  solitude  of  a  mountain,  and  when  surrounded 
by  a  wondering  people.  Let  us  imitate  that 
beneficence^,  which  induced  him  willingly  to 
relieve  distress^  to  soothe  the  sufferer,  and  to  pour 
the  balm  of  consolation  into  the  wounded  heart. 
These  are  christian  duties  we  are  likewise  cdled 
upon  faithfully  to  fulfil,  as  a  test  of  our  being  in 
JFesus.  "We  know  that  we  have  passed  from 
death  unto  life,  because  we  love  the  brethren."  • 
Qod  will  shed  divine  grace  on  our  hearts,  if  we 
accept  his  Son,  through  whom  being  sanctified, 
we  shall  at  the  last  day  be  heirs  of  God,  and  joint 
heirs  with  Christ,  in  the  glory  everlasting.  The 
disciple  of  Jesus  shall  be  for  ever  with  his  Lord. 
The  faithful  pilgrim  shall  at  length  repose  in 
peace,  and  shall  "  enter  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord/' 
who  is  at  this  moment  his  Mediator  and  Advocate 
in  heaven. 

To  those  who  refuse  to  come  unto  Christ, 
because  of  their  own  unworthiness,  we  use  his 
own  language,  •'Be  not  afraid,  only  believe."  Now, 
we  can  tell  them,  Christ  came  in  mercy  to  save, 
but  at  the  great  day  he  will  come  not  as  a  Re- 
deemer, but  as  an  impartial  Judge.  Nowy  by 
coming  to  him  they  may  be  safe  in  his  righteous- 
ness; but  if  they  die  unrepentant,  they  shall  be 
condemned.  The  destroying  angel  is  still  abroad, 
and  they  shall  assuredly  feel  his  withering  power, 
which  cannot  be  averted,  unless  they  be  sprinkled 
with  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  *'  slain  from  the 
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foundation  of  the  world."  While  to  some,  this 
may  be  the  year  of  grace,  and  to  some  the  year  of 
glory,  to  others  it  may  be  the  year,  when  God 
would  no  longer  strive  with  them,  or  even  be  to 
them  the  year  of  death  and  despair.  To  all,  life 
is  short — death  certain — judgment  awful.  Let 
us  therefore  entreat  for  grace,  "  whereby  we  may 
serve  God  acceptably,  with  reverence  and  godly 
fear,  for  our  God  is  a  consuming  fire/'  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
niighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  m  pray. 

Keep,  we  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  thy  church  with 
thy  perpetual  mercy ;  and  because  the  frailty  of 
man  without  thee  cannot  but  fall,  keep  us  ever 
by  thy  help  from  all  things  hurtful,  and  lead  us 
to  all  things  profitable  to  our  salvation,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory, 
honour,  and  power,  for  thou  hast  created  all  things 
and  for  thy  pleasure  they  are,  and  were  created. 
Blessed  art  thou,  O  God,  of  our  fathers,  and 
blessed  be  thy  glorious  name,  for  ever  and  ever. 

We  would  at  this  time  approach  a  throne  of 
grace,  with  reverence  and  godly  fear,  for  thou  art 
just  in  all  thy  ways;  holy  art  thou  in  all  thy 
works,  and  thou  dost  not  look  upon  sin  but  with 
abhorrence. 

O  Lord,  our  God,  we  have  sinned.    We  have 
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done  evil.  We  have  dealt  unrighteously  in  all 
thine  ordinances. 

Our  obstinate  disobedience,  our  wilful  trans- 
gressions, call  upon  us  to  acknowledge  our  sih 
and  our  unworthiness  of  the  least  of  thy  mercies. 
We  bless  thee,  O  heavenly  Father,  that  notwith- 
standing  our  guilt,  we  are  now  permitted  to  tell 
our  wishes,  and  our  wants,  our  necessities,  and 
our  weakness,  to  thee.  Through  thine  infinite 
love  in  the  Redeemer,  not  only  have  we  good 
hope  by  grace,  that  our  petitions  for  mercy  will 
affect  thine  ear,  but  that  thou  wilt  grant  us  pardon 
of  sin,  reconciliation  to  thee,  restoration  to  thy 
favour,  and  grace  for  the  future  to  help  us,  in 
every  time  of  need.  Enable  us,  O  God,  through 
thy  Divine  Spirit  dwelling  in  our  hearts,  to  arise 
to  newness  of  life,  to  a  walk  with  thee,  to  an  as* 
piring  faith,  to  that  holiness  which  shall  see  God 
—  to  that  charity  which  never  faileth — to  the  rich 
and  full  perfection,  which  ought  ever  to  adorn 
the  christian  name.  May  we  give  all  diligence, 
while  on  our  earthly  pilgrimage,  to  make  our 
calling,  and  our  election  sure.  May  we  add  to 
our  faith  virtue,  knowledge,  temperance,  patience, 
godliness,  brotherly  kindness  and  charity,  since 
if  these  be  in  us,  we  shall  neither  be  barren 
nor  unfruitful,  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Grant,  heavenly  Father,  that  the  pure  and 
holy  principles  of  Christianity  may  every  where 
prevail.    May  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
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him  crucified,  extend  over  the  whole  earth ;  and 
as  converted  sinners  think  on  the  place  where 
their  Lord  lay,  may  their  hearts  rejoice,  because 
he  hath  arisen^  to  plead  for  his  people,  and  to 
bless  his  church  for  evermore.  We  pray  for  the 
Queen  our  sovereign,  for  our  rulers,  for  our  friends, 
and  if  we  have  enemies,  may  they  be  forgiven  of 
thee,  who  alone  knowest  the  heart.  May  the 
divine  power  of  Jesus,  grant  unto  us  all  things 
that  pertain  to  a  life  of  godliness,  through  the 
knowledge  of  him,  who  hath  called  us  to  glory 
and  virtue.  Lord,  let  thy  presence  go  with  us,  to 
guide  us  through  life,  to  support  us  in  death,  and 
finally  to  bring  us  in  peace  to  thine  everlasting 
kingdom,  through  the  merits  of  our  blessed  Re- 
deemer. Amen. 

Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 
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persuade  him,  and  secure  you.  So  they  took  the  money, 
and  did  as  they  were  taught :  and  this  saying  is  commonly 
reported  among  the  Jews  until  this  day.  Then  the  eleven 
disciples  went  away  into  Gralilee,  into  a  mountain  where 
Jesus  had  appointed  them.  And  when  they  saw  him, 
they  worshipped  him ;  tut  some  doubted." 


SERMON  XLV. 

THE  TOMB  OF  THE  SAVIOUR. 

In  Saint  Matthew's  Gospel^  2  8/ A  chapter,  and  6th 
verse,  it  is  thus  written: 

"Come  see  the  place  where  the  Lord  lay." 


Although  ages  may  have  intervened,  the  field 
where  glory  has  been  won,  is  still  honoured  as 
hallowed  ground.  Thereupon  the  trophy  is  piled, 
the  column  reared,  the  statue  erected,  while  his- 
tory records  in  her  embalming  page,  the  name, 
the  character,  and  the  courage  of  him,  by  whom 
a  nation's  liberty  hath  been  achieved,  and  a  na- 
tion's honour  promoted  or  preserved.  Nor  has 
the  tomb,  that  silent  but  impressive  monitor,  with- 
held its  recorded  tribute,  to  eminent  piety,  purity, 
and  benevolence. 

Thus  the  virtues  of  the  departed,  lose  not  their 
sacred  influence,  while  their  characters  still  afford 
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an  important  example  and  aflfecting  memorial  to 
the  living.  Their  pious  lives,  their  walk  with 
God,  their  diffusive  charity,  appear  in  varied  and 
impressive  succession  before  us ;  and  although  the 
heart  be  motionless,  in  which  such  virtues  so  pro- 
foundly shared,  by  the  religious  example  and  sacred 
character  faithfully  delineated  to  us,  they  being 
dead  yet  speak.  One  tomb,  above  all  others,  is 
the  spot  suitable  for  the  christian's  most  frequent 
thought,  and  his  most  pious  meditation,  even  the 
tomb,  where  his  Lord  lay.  It  requires  no  storied 
urn,  nor  lofty  column,  its  record  is  in  the  un- 
changeable word  of  truth,  and  every  believer's 
heart  contains  its  imperishable  memorial. 

The  disciples  of  Jesus  having  faithfully  fol- 
lowed their  Lord  upon  earth,  having  listened  to 
his  words  of  heavenly  wisdom,  having  witnessed 
the  commanding  power,  which  had  characterised 
his  miracles,  lately  believed,  that  as  a  temporal 
prince,  it  was  he  who  should  deliver  Israel.  The 
events  of  a  few  days  had  undeceived  them:  they 
had  witnessed  their  Lord,  maligned,  condemned, 
and  crucified.  They  had  seen  his  wounded  body 
consigned  to  the  silent  grave,  and  depressed  but  not 
in  despair,  the  affectionate  language  of  their  heart 
still  is,  "  Saw  ye  him  whom  my  soul  loveth?" 

Devoted  in  their  attachment  to  the  Saviour, 
Mary,  and  Joanna,  and  Mary  the  mother  of  James, 
repair  before  sun  rise  of  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
to  the  hallowed  sepulchre,  bringing  with  them  the 
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spices  they  had  prepared,  to  be  employed  as  a 
tribute  of  respect  to  the  body  of  their  Lord. 
Intent  as  they  were  upon  this  sacred  duty,  it  is 
but  too  manifest,  they  had  forgotten  or  misunder- 
stood the  words  of  Jesus  when  he  declared,  he 
would  rise  again  the  third  day.  But  those  whom 
Jesus  loves,  he  enlightens.  To  them,  the  en- 
couraging truth  is  now  communicated  by  two 
men  in  shining  raiment,  commissioned  on  this 
gracious  errand  —  an  event  so  strange,  demanding 
celestial  messengers  for  its  announcement.  This 
interview  was  one  of  the  deepest  interest,  for,  al- 
though the  holy  women  "feared,"  when  they  first 
saw  the  heavenly  messengers,  still  when  they 
were  addressed  by  them,  regarding  their  Lord, 
every  fear  was  dismissed,  and  they  eagerly 
listened  to  the  wondrous  tidings.  The  angels 
point  to  the  tomb,  saying,  Come  see  the  place 
where  the  Lord  lay,"  and  while  at  this  sacred 
spot,  every  feeling  of  affection  was  awakened  in 
the  heart  of  these  holy  women,  here  let  us  also 
acknowledge,  how  much  we  are  interested  in  that 
grave,  consecrated  by  its  hallowed  tenant,  while 
we  reflect  on  the  exceeding  sinfulness  of  sin,  and 
admire  the  inestimable  price  paid  for  the  salva- 
tion of  a  fallen  world. 

Our  reflections  at  the  tomb  of  Jesus  will  excite 
our  gratitude  for  the  wondrous  things  he  hath 
done  for  us. 

Within  the  rock-bound  sepulchre,  Jesus  lay. 
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The  man  of  sorrows  was  there  at  rest.  Let  us 
go  to  his  grave  to  weep  there.  But  let  us  not 
only  weep  for  him,  but  for  ourselves.  He  died 
for  sinners,  and  alas !  that  character  belongs  to 
us.  Participating  in  the  nature  of  the  sinful 
parent  of  mankind,  by  that  nature  we  know 
not  God,  and  as  his  was  a  law,  which  re- 
quired fulfilment  and  observance  in  all  its  enact- 
ments, we,  remembering  our  sins,  are  obliged  to 
confess  our  aggravated  offences  against  it.  What 
portion  was  due  then,  unto  such  rebellious  chil- 
dren, but  the  saddest  and  severest  punishment  ? 
And  such  a  portion  were  ours,  if  we  could  not 
turn  to  the  sepulchre  where  our  Lord  lay,"  and 
there  behold  with  the  eye  of  faith,  the  ransom 
paid  for  our  transgressions.  On  Jesus  was  laid 
the  iniquity  of  us  all.  By  his  death  an  atone- 
ment was  made,  the  riches  of  which  angels  can- 
not compute,  and  the  benefits  of  which  the  latest 
generation  of  mankind  shall  experience ;  for 
when  we  were  without  strength,  in  due  time, 
Christ  died  for  the  ungodly/'  God  making  him 
to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might 
be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  him." 
Wondrous  love !  gracious  condescension !  while 
we  were  **  yet  sinners,"  "  Christ  died  for  us." 
Let  the  hymn  of  gratitude  ascend  from  every 
heart,  and  attune  every  voice,  for  the  mercy  of 
God  endureth  for  ever." 
As  Mary  and  Joanna  were  directed  to  hasten  to 
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the  disciples,  to  tell  them  the  wondrous  things 
they  had  learned  from  the  heavenly  messenger, 
so  our  reflections  at  the  tomb  of  Jesus  will  induce 
us  to  the  faithful  communication  of  Gospel  truth 
to  others,  as  we  may  have  opportunity. 

How  wondrous  the  moral  change,  when  the 
word  comes  to  man.  in  spirit  and  in  power !  The 
missionary  has  gone  forth,  and  behold  his  sacred 
triumphs!  Where,  not  long  since,  human  sacrifices 
were  offered,  and  idols  worshipped,  temples  are 
now  erected,  and  sacraments  and  Sabbaths  regu- 
larly observed,  in  the  service  of  the  only  Jehovah. 
From  many  a  distant  sea-girt  isle,  which  the 
mariner  remembers  to  have  been  the  abode  of 
dark  and  cruel  superstition,  as  he  now  sails  along 
its  friendly  shore,  he  hears  arising  in  the  evening 
calm,  the  voice  of  holy  psalms,  and  of  grateful 
thanksgiving.  Be  it  ours,  cheerfully,  as  we  may 
have  opportunity,  to  aid  in  the  holy  cause ;  thus, 
the  morning  light  of  the  Sun  of  Righteousness 
shall  gradually  illume  island  after  island,  until 
the  praise  of  Jesus  shall  extend  over  every  land, 
and  all  nations  shall  know  the  salvation  of  our 
Lord.  Happy  they !  who,  commissioned  by  their 
great  Master,  and  gifted  by  him  with  powers  suita- 
ble for  his  service,  go  forth  under  the  influence  of 
his  Holy  Spirit,  to  proclaim  the  glad  tidings  of 
salvation  —  to  declare  the  acceptable  year  of  the 
Lord — to  promulgate  the  law  of  charity  and  love 
—  to  announce  the  wonders  of  redeeming  grace 
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—  and  to  tell  of  a  fouatain  opened  in  Zion,  "  for 
the  healing  of  the  nations !" 

Our  thoughts  at  the  tomb  of  Jesus^  will  teach 
us  the  danger  of  those  who  reject  (jod's  beloved 
Son,  and  cherish  an  evil  heart  of  ingratitude  and 
unbelief. 

When,  in  the  spirit  of  affection,  a  precious  gift 
is  offered,  men  expect  it  will  be  received  with 
gratitude ;  still  more,  when  the  sovereign  seals  his 
pardon  to  the  condemned  criminal,  tears  of  thank- 
fulness for  a  favour  so  unexpected  naturally  flow, 
and  we  hold  him  callous  and  ungrateful,  who  does 
not  feel  his  obligation  in  the  first  instance,  and 
who  does  not  bless  and  honour  his  sovereign  in 
the  second.  Apply  the  same  principle  to  mans 
intercourse  with  God,  and  how  many  must  stand 
self-condemned!  Life,  health,  education,  chris- 
tian parents,  and  a  christian  church,  are  so  many 
gifts  God  hath  given  them,  and  still  men  are  un- 
grateful. Nay  more, — "while  they  were  yet  sin- 
ners,'' he  has  not  withheld  his  beloved  Son.  Still 
men  have  been  unmoved,  and  unaffected,  al- 
though he  offers  a  reprieve  to  them  as  condemned 
and  guilty.  But  this  day  of  grace  fleets  away. 
Death  must  ere  long  close  their  earthly  career, 
and  if  Jesus  be  rejected  by  them,  death  must  con- 
sign them  to  that  grave,  in  which  there  is  no  re- 
pentance and  no  salvation.  Dreadful  is  the  doom 
of  those  whose  heart  is  hardened  through  the  de- 
ceitfulness  of  sin.    God's  gift  rejected,  includes 
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the  misery  of  an  immortal  soul;  a  soul  which 
shall  exist  for  ever  —  and  yet  exist  in  woe.  O 
repent ;  be  converted ;  accept  the  Saviour,  and 
God  shall  give  you  light.  Convinced  of  the  sin- 
fulness of  sin,  which  Jesus  died  to  remove,  with 
feelings  of  holy  awe  approach  in  thought  the 
sacred  spot,  "  where  the  Lord  lay,"  and  think  it 
was  for  you  he  died,  and  suffered.  **  By  grace 
ye  are  saved,  and  that  not  of  yourselves,  it  is  the 
gift  of  God." 

O,  be  it  ours,  earnestly  to  pray,  and  with  faith 
to  hope  for  pardon  and  reconciliation  with  God, 
thrdugh  the  peace-speaking  blood  of  a  crucified 
Lord.  May  the  Holy  Spirit  rule  and  reign  in 
our  soul,  so  that  in  heart,  speech  and  behaviour, 
we  may  be  affectionate  and  faithful  followers  of 
him,  who,  while  we  think  on  his  pierced  side  and 
blood-stained  brow,  and  as  we  remember  the 
tomb  where  he  lay  —  being  now  no  longer  there, 
•*forhe  is  risen,"  shall  next  appear,  not  as  the 
humble  and  lowly  Jesus,  but  as  presiding  at 
that  dread  tribunal,  from  whence  he  shall  judge 
the  quick  and  the  dead.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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SIXTEENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  TRINITY. 


Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  let  thy  continual  pity 
cleanse  and  defend  thy  church ;  and  because  it 
cannot  continue  in  safety  without  thy  succour, 
preserve  it  evermore  by  thy  help  and  goodness, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

O  come,  let  us  worship  and  fall  down,  and 
kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker.  O  thou  who 
art  the  hearer  of  prayer,  to  thee  shall  all  flesh 
come.  When  we  think  of  thy  majesty  and  holi- 
ness, thy  purity,  and  truth  —  well  may  we  feel 
our  own  unworthiness  to  approach  thy  throne  of 
grace,  or  to  take  thy  name  into  our  polluted  lips. 
Gracious  God,  thou  hast  not  dealt  with  us  as  we 
deserve,  neither  hast  thou  rewarded  us  according 
to  our  iniquity.  Truly  thy  sovereign  mercy  hath 
been  extended  to  the  erring  and  rebellious  chil- 
dren of  men.    Thou  hast  shewn  that  thou  art  not 
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willing  that  any  should  perish,  but  rather  that  we 
should  turn  and  live.    O  Lord^  turn  us,  and  we 
shall  be  turned ;  draw  us,  and  we  shall  run  after 
thee.    We  confess  our  sins.    O  Lord,  pardon. 
We  confess  our  weakness.    O  Lord,  strengthen. 
We  confess  our  dependence  on  thy  mercy  in 
Jesus.    O  Lord,  accept.    Animated  by  the  ex- 
ample of  holy  men  of  old,  like  Enoch  may  we 
walk  with  God.    Like  Noah  may  we  revere  thy 
name  in  the  midst  of  an  evil  world.    Like  Abra- 
ham, may  we  be  accounted  faithful ;  like  Moses 
be  humble  and  meek,  while  with  Joshua  thy 
servant  we  declare,  that  whatever  others  do,  as 
for  us  and  our  house,  we  will  serve  the  Lord. 
O  Lord,  increase  in  us  true  religion.    Do  thou 
encourage  the  timid,  subdue  and  soften  the  re- 
bellious heart,  and  at  the  name  of  Jesus,  may 
every  knee  bow,  and  every  tongue  confess  him 
Lord  and  Saviour,  while  all  nations  acknowledge 
his  everlasting  dominion  and  love.    O  Lord,  bless 
thy  church.    Extend  her  boundaries.  Promote 
her  usefulness,  and  make  thy  chosen  people  joy- 
ful.   Bless,  we  pray  thee,  our  rulers,  governors, 
and  magistrates.    May  they  rule  and  govern  in 
thy  fear.    Lord,  pity  the  sick,  the  afflicted,  and 
the  dying.    O  Lord,  send  health,  comfort,  conso- 
lation and  peace,  as  may  seem  best  to  thy  sove- 
reign pleasure.    Graciously  grant  us  pardon  of 
sin,  and  grace  to  help  us  with  thy  favour,  which 
is  life,  and  thy  loving  kindness,  which  is  better 
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than  life,  through  the  blessed  Redeemer,  who, 
while  on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to  pray  :  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  as 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

7%e  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  1st  chapter  of 
the  First  Epistle  of  Peter,  beginning  at  the  Wh 
verse. 

Wherefore  gird  up  the  loins  of  your  mind,  be  sober, 
and  hope  to  the  end,  for  the  grace  that  is  to  be  brought 
unto  you  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ ;  as  obedient 
children,  not  fashioning  yourselves  according  to  the  former 
lusts  in  your  ignorance :  but  as  he  which  hath  called  you 
is  holy,  so  be  ye  holy  in  all  manner  of  conversation ;  be- 
cause it  is  written,  Be  ye  holy ;  for  I  am  holy.  And  if  ye 
call  on  the  Father,  who  without  respect  of  persons  judgeth 
according  to  every  man's  work,  pass  the  time  of  your 
sojourning  here  in  fear :  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  ye 
were  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things,  as  silver  and 
gold,  from  your  vain  conversation  received  by  tradition 
fix>m  your  fathers ;  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ, 
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as  of  a  lamb  without  blemish  and  without  spot:  who 
verily  was  fore-ordained  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
but  was  manifest  in  these  last  times  for  you,  who  by 
him  do  believe  in  God,  that  raised  him  up  from  the  dead, 
and  gave  him  glory ;  that  your  faith  and  hope  might  be 
in  God.  Seeing  ye  have  purified  your  souls  in  obeying  the 
truth  through  the  Spirit  mito  unfeigned  love  of  the  brethren, 
see  that  ye  love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart  fervently : 
being  bom  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed,  but  of  incor- 
ruptible, by  the  word  of  God,  which  liveth  and  abideth 
for  ever.  For  all  flesh  is  as  grass,  and  all  the  glory  of 
man  as  the  flower  of  grass.  The  grass  withereth,  and  the 
flower  thereof  falleth  away:  but  the  word  of  the  Lord 
endureth  for  ever.  And  this  is  the  word  which  by  the 
Gospel  is  preached  unto  you." 


SERMON  XLVI. 

ENOCH. 

In  the  book  of  Genesis,  the  5th  chapter,  and  the 
2Ath  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

And  Enoch  walked  with  God,  and  was  not,  for  God 
took  him." 

Too  soon,  alas !  did  mankind  evince  their  parti- 
cipation in  the  guilt  of  Adam,  for  six  generations 
have  not  yet  passed  away,  ere  Jehovah's  worship 
is  neglected,  and  to  walk  with  God,  is  au  occur- 
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rence  so  rare,  that  the  inspired  writer  of  the 
sacred  volume  hath  carefully  recorded  it.  The 
parent  of  mankind  had  broken  God's  law,  and  in 
himself  had  received  his  condemnation.  Cain 
his  eldest  son,  was  branded  as  a  vagabond,  and  a 
murderer,  and  thus  fallen  human  nature,  too  prone 
to  follow  that  which  is  evil,  marked  a  sad  and 
woeful  alienation  from  God,  in  the  crimes  of 
Adam,  and  of  his  eldest  born.  Although  in  their 
fallen  nature  Enoch  also  participated,  soon,  very 
soon,  his  soul  was  renewed ;  and  if  we  be  not 
exactly  informed,  when  this  occurred,  how  it  was 
accomplished  is  sufficiently  explicit.  Enoch  be- 
came acquainted  with  the  iniquity  of  his  own 
heart,  and  he  felt  it  could  only  be  cleansed,  by 
the  purifying  blood  of  a  Redeemer.  "  By  faith, 
Enoch  was  translated,  that  he  should  not  see 
death."  That  undying  principle  annihilated  to 
his  mind  both  time  and  space.  His  heaven- 
illumined  eye  penetrated  the  darkness  of  futurity, 
and  beheld  weeping,  bleeding,  dying  for  him, 
Jesus  the  Son  of  God,  '*who  taketh  away  the 
sins  of  the  world."  Of  such  a  man  as  Enoch,  a 
dark,  deriding,  and  carnal  world  was  not  worthy. 

His  soul  pleased  the  Lord,  therefore  hasted  he 
to  take  him  away  from  among  the  wicked." 

The  years  of  Enoch,  compared  with  those  of 
his  contemporaries,  show  that  he  was  called 
hence,  in  the  very  morning  of  life,  and  the  spring- 
time of  his  existence,  but  not  before  he  was  en- 
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abled  to  declare  himself  on  the  Lord's  side/' 
and  had  often  warned,  entreated,  and  exhorted 
his  fellow-men,  to  flee  "  from  the  wrath  to  come." 
Part  of  one  of  his  addresses  has  been  preserved  to 
us.  And  Enoch  also,  the  seventh  from  Adam," 
saith  Saint  Jude,  prophesied  of  these,  saying, 
Behold,  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thousand  of  his 
saints,  to  execute  judgment  upon  all,  and  to  con- 
vince all  that  are  ungodly  among  them,  of  their 
ungodly  deeds."  Pious,  young,  and  zealous  as 
Enoch  was,  God  took  him."  He  removed  him 
from  a  world  wherein  men  forgot  God,  to  introduce 
him  to  the  purity  and  holiness  of  the  realms 
above.  God  marking  the  sincerity  and  devotion 
of  the  young  believer,  not  unfrequently  thus  with- 
draws him  from  earth  to  heaven,  and  bids  his 
virtues  bloom  in  immortality. 

Ctlm  on  the  botom  of  tbj  God, 

Fair  Spirit!  rest  thee  now. 
Even  while  with  us  thj  fDotiteps  trod. 

His  teal  wm  on  thy  brow. 

The  spirit  thus  called  home  to  God  who  gave 
it,  hath  found  an  everlasting  rest  amongst  those 
scenes,  the  bliss  of  which,  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor 
ear  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of 
man  to  conceive. 

The  translation  of  Enoch  from  earth  to  heaven 
may  be  considered  as  a  gracious  token  of  Grod's 
love,  in  affording  decisive  evidence  of  the  happi- 
ness of  those,  who  through  faith  inherit  the  pro- 
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mises.  Adam  had  paid  the  great  debt  of  nature, 
to  which  he  was  doomed  by  the  fall.  The  curse 
of  a  broken  law  had  been  shown  by  the  cruelty  of 
Cain,  and  the  death  of  the  righteous  Abel,  while 
in  the  triumph  of  Enoch  over  death  was  mani- 
fested the  power  of  Grod  to  all  such  as  believe. 
The  grave  was  thus  deprived  of  its  spoil,  and  the 
kingdom  of  glory  was  unveiled.  The  saints  of 
God  shall  be  for  ever  with  their  Lord.  "  When 
this  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality,  then 
shall  be  brought  to  pass  the  saying  that  is  written, 
Death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory.  O  death, 
where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vic- 
tory ?  The  sting  of  death  is  sin,  and  the  strength 
of  sin  is  the  law ;  but  thanks  be  to  God,  which 
giveth  us  the  victory,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ." 

The  translation  of  Enoch  induces  us  to  inquire, 
by  what  law  men  were  directed  to  obey  God  at 
this  early  period  of  their  history. 

At  first  creation,  Jehovah  had  solemnly  pro- 
claimed the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath,  and  in 
guarding  the  tree  of  knowledge,  in  Eden,  had 
assuredly  explained  to  our  first  parents,  either  by 
a  direct  communication,  or  by  the  influence  of 
conscience,  in  what  the  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil  consisted.  Adam  having  fallen,  and  suffered 
for  his  transgression,  was  in  himself  a  living  evi- 
dence of  the  punishment  attending  disobedience 
to  the  will  of  God.    He  was  thus  enabled  to  de- 
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clare  bis  sense  of  the  holy  and  just  character  of 
Jehovah,  and  whether  his  descendants  fulfilled  « 
them  or  not  they  were  instructed  in  the  duty  of 
obedience  to  the  Divine  commands. 

Conviction  of  guilt  led  men  to  inquire  the 
means  of  pardon.  Sacrifice  was  therefore  insti- 
tuted, and  hence  much  of  what  was  included  in 
the  Mosaic  law,  afterwards  proclaimed  by  God 
himself  to  the  Jews,  had  been  promulgated  ages 
before,  to  the  first  generations  of  mankind.  If 
we  examine  the  book  of  Genesis,  we  shall  find 
therein  reference  made  to  animals,  clean,  and 
unclean.  To  sacrifices,  altars,  and  burnt-offer- 
ings, to  oil  of  consecration,  and  to  abstinence 
from  blood,  thus  proving,  that  in  a  manner,  not 
specially  particularised,  God  had  not  only  com- 
municated the  promise  of  a  Saviour,  but  had  an- 
nounced certain  laws,  for  trying  the  character  of 
those  who  lived  in  the  first  ages  of  the  world,  by 
their  observance  or  disobedience  of  his  com- 
mands. 

The  translation  of  Enoch  shows,  that  God  has 
still  those  who  fear  his  name,  in  a  world  that 
knows  him  not,  and  that  he  protects  and  blesses 
them.  Amidst  the  forgetfulness  of  Grod,  and  the 
consequent  irreligion  which  attended  it,  he  never 
was  left  without  a  witness.  Holy  men  were  at 
all  times  found,  who  honoured  his  service,  ad- 
ministered at  his  altar,  delighted  in  his  worship, 
and  earnestly  entreated  their  fellow-creatures  to 


464        Sixteenth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 

turn  from  the  evil  of  their  ways,  and  live.  — 
«  Such  distinguished  characters  were  Enoch,  and 
Noah.  The  former  walked  with  God  :  the  latter 
was  a  preacher  of  righteousness.  Both  of  them 
exalted  the  worship  of  the  true  God  as  his  priests, 
while  they  also  exhorted  men  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come,  as  his  faithful  prophets.  They, 
themselves,  lived  in  communion  with  God ;  and  in 
a  life  of  holiness,  purity,  and  faith,  they  proved 
his  abiding  influence  in  their  heart;  while  they 
deeply  deplored  prevailing  vice,  their  prayer  and 
their  preaching  continued  earnest  and  unrestrained, 
and  although  their  efforts  were  often  inefficient,  as 
to  others,  they  themselves  were  blessed  in  being 
brought  into  nearer  converse  with  God,  in  their 
frequent  exercise.  God  knoweth  those  who  are 
his,  and  under  the  shadow  of  his  wing,  they  shall 
be  safe. 

In  their  departure  from  this  world,  of  all  man- 
kind Enoch  and  Elijah  have  been  peculiarly 
distinguished.  "  Enoch  was  not,"  for  God  took 
him.  Elijah,  borne  of  fiery  steeds,  is  withdrawn 
from  the  sight  of  his  awe-stricken  friend,  and 
disappears,  as  he  enters  an  inheritance  of  glory. 
But  a  greater  than  either  ascended  from  the  tomb 
to  the  right  hand  of  God,  and  as  our  Prince,  and 
our  Saviour,  pleads  and  intercedes  for  his  people. 
Enoch,  preaching  righteousness,  in  a  godless 
generation, — Elijah,  persecuted  by  insulting  foes, 
—  were  but  types  of  him  who,  when  he  came  on 
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a  mission  of  love,  endured  not  only  mockery  and 
insult,  but  was  condemned  and  crucified.  Enoch 
and  Elijah  saw  the  day  of  Christ  afar  off,  and 
were  glad,  although,  to  them,  its  dawning  could 
only  be  as  the  dim  and  evanescent  glimmerings 
which,  at  first  creation,  revealed  to  wondering 
angels  the  newly  formed  globe,  ere  the  Almighty 
fiat  had  proclaimed,  "  Let  there  be  light."  But 
in  the  fulness  of  time,  Jesus  came.  With  him 
burst  forth  the  radiance  of  the  risen  day.  Life 
and  immortality  were  brought  to  light  by  his 
gospel.  Jesus  came,  and  came  to  save  sinners ; 
to  save  YOU.  If  you,  by  him,  be  reconciled  unto 
God,  then  all  things  are  yours.  The  warmest 
friendship  is  yours,  for  that  Jesus,  who  wept  over 
the  grave  of  Lazarus,  is  willing  to  call  you  friends, 
if  you  obey  his  voice.  The  sincerest  love  is 
yours,  for  Jesus,  through  the  shedding  of  his 
atoning  blood,  hath  proved  his  interest  in  your 
salvation,  and  God  spared  not  his  only  Son  to 
accomplish  it. 

In  recalling  the  memory  of  past  years,  are  there 
not  amongst  your  former  friends,  some  who  like 
Enoch  '*are  not,"  for  God  hath  taken  them? 
Christianity  affords  you  the  anticipation  of  a  happy 
meeting  with  them  in  another  world,  in  an  immor- 
tal paradise.  Be  soothed  by  reflecting  that  the 
separation  is  not  for  ever,  and  as  you  loved  them, 
trast  in  Jesus,  who  from  the  beginning  "was  God," 
who  unfolded  the  portals  of  heaven  to  Enoch,  and 
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by  whose  infinite  sacrifice,  all  who  believe  in  him 
shall  be  for  ever  united  in  celestial  glory.  Be  it 
your  earnest  prayer,  you  may  evermore  honour 
and  love  him,  who  only  can  keep  you  "  firom 
falling,  and  present  you,  faultless,  before  the 
presence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding  joy,"  and  to 
the  only  wise  God,  our  Saviour,  be  glory,  and 
majesty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now,  and  for 
ever.  Amen. 

Now,  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passetfa  zSl 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Lord,  we  pray  thee,  that  thy  grace  may  always 
prevent  and  follow  us,  and  make  us  continually  to 
be  given  to  all  good  works,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 

O  Lord,  thou  hast  never  forsaken  those  who  put 
their  trust  in  thee,  for  thou  art  the  refuge  and  pro- 
tection of  them  who  fear  thee.  We  now  come 
before  thee,  with  sincere  and  hearty  desires,  that 
our  future  lives  may  be  devoted  to  thy  will,  and 
that  through  grace,  we  may  be  enabled  to  live  a 
life  of  holiness,  righteousness,  and  peace  in  believ- 
ing. Lord,  increase  our  faith.  Renew  our  heart. 
Elevate  our  souls  from  things  temporal  to  things 
eternal.  O  grant  that  our  conversation  be  in 
heaven,  from  whence  also  we  look  for  the  Saviour, 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  May  we  remember  that 
those  who  name  the  name  of  Jesus  must  depart 
from  every  appearance  of  evil,  and  adding  to  our 
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faith  virtue,  may  we  through  grace  attain  to  the 
knowledge  of  Jesus,  as  our  Lord  and  Redeemer. 
May  we  be  found  in  him,  not  having  our  own 
thoughts,  or  doing  our  own  deeds.  May  Christ 
be  as  our  all  in  all,  ruling  and  reigning  in  our 
hearts.  We  bless  thee  that  the  works  Jesus  per- 
formed, witnessed  so  truly  of  him,  of  whom  the 
Father  testified.  We  bless  thee,  that  the  doctrines 
he  taught,  so  proved  his  divine  mission,  and  that 
in  him  thou  wert  well  pleased.  Lord,  for  his  sake, 
let  the  privileges  of  believers  be  extended  unto  all 
men.  Let  thy  church  and  her  clergy,  have  the 
blessing  from  on  high,  and  may  they  be  every 
where  welcomed  as  they  preach  the  gospel  of 
peace,  and  bring  glad  tidings  of  good  things. 
Even  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children.  Lord  pity  the 
sorrowful,  and  the  afflicted.  Hear,  O  Lord,  their 
cry,  give  ear  unto  their  prayer,  and  graciously 
whisper  peace  to  the  broken  and  bleeding  in 
heart.  Let  them  yet  hear  the  voice  of  gladness, 
and  turn  their  tears  and  weeping  into  joy.  0 
Lord,  may  thy  name  be  glorified,  and  thy  praises 
sung  over  all  the  earth.  May  men  be  indeed 
thy  children,  and  be  thou  their  God.  Lord,  bless 
our  friends,  forgive  our  enemies,  exalt  thy  worship, 
and  bless  thine  heritage.  May  all  the  peaceable 
fruits  of  believing  prevail,  so  that  incense,  and  a 
pure  offering  may  ascend  to  thee  from  every  heart, 
through  the  merits  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  who  taught  us  thus  to  pray, — 


Sevenltenth  Sunday  after  Trinity.  469 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture,  is  in  Saint  Paul's 
Epistle  to  the  Ephesians,  the  2nd  chapter,  from  the 
Wth  verse. 

"Wherefore  remember,  that  ye  being  in  time  past 
Gentiles  in  the  flesh,  who  are  called  uncircumcision  by 
that  which  is  called  the  circumcision  in  the  flesh  made  by 
hands;  that  at  that  time  ye  were  without  Christ,  being 
aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel,  and  strangers 
from  the  covenants  of  promise,  having  no  hope,  and  with- 
out God  in  the  world :  but  now,  in  Christ  Jesus,  ye  who 
sometimes  were  afar  off  are  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of 
Christ,  for  he  is  our  peace,  who  hath  made  both  one,  and 
hath  broken  down  tfie  middle  wall  of  partition  between  us; 
having  abolished  in  his  flesh  the  enmity,  even  the  law  of 
commandments  contained  in  ordinances ;  for  to  make  in 
himself  of  twain  one  new  man,  so  making  peace ;  and  that 
he  might  reconcile  both  unto  God  in  one  body  by  the 
cross,  having  slain  the  enmity  thereby;  and  came  and 
preached  peace  to  you  which  were  afar  off,  and  to  them 
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that  were  nigh.  For  through  him  we  both  have  access  by 
one  Spirit  unto  the  Father.  Now  therefore  ye  are  no  more 
strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow  citizens,  with  the 
saintSy  and  of  the  household  of  God;  and  are  built  upon 
the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ 
himself  being  the  chief  comer-stone.  In  whom  all  the 
building,  fitly  framed  together,  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple 
in  the  Lord :  in  whom  ye  also  are  builded  together  for  an 
habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit.'^ 


SERMON  XLVII. 

GOD*S  GOODNESS  TO  MAN. 

In  the  hundred  and  third  Psalm  at  the  13M  verse 
it  is  thus  written  : 

''Like  as  a  father  pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord 
pitieth  them  that  fear  him.'^ 

God  is  the  universal  Parent  and  Father  of  men, 
in  him  they  live  and  move,  and  have  their  being. 
His  all-seeing  eye  observes,  his  Almighty  power 
protects,  his  gracious  goodness  provides  for  every 
creature  he  has  permitted  to  exist.  The  bounties 
and  the  beauties  of  nature,  the.  loveliness  of  the 
evenitig  landscape,  the  tones  of  melody,  the  voice 
of  friendship,  the  various  delights  of  innocent  en- 
joyment, are  so  many  proofs  of  the  beneficence  of 
him,  of  whom  are  all  things,  by  whom  are  all 
things,  and  who  never  ceases,  as  the  source  of  every 
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blessing,  willingly  to  promote  the  happiness  of  his 
creatures.  Indeed,  the  whole  system  of  God's 
government,  has  evidently  this  object  in  view,  and 
however  ungrateful  men  may  be  for  the  temporal 
mercies  they  receive,  it  is  long  before  God  withdraws 
his  bounties,  at  one  time  warning  by  suspending  a 
portion  of  them,  at  another  time  greatly  increasing 
them,  to  excite  the  gratitude,  and  thankfulness  of 
his  creatures,  and  even  unto  the  end  of  life,  be- 
stowing undeserved  goodness,  for  coldness  and 
carelessness,  and  conferring  unnumbered  favours, 
although  the  bountiful  hand  from  which  they  pro- 
ceed, is  unrecognised  and  unacknowledged.  Alas! 
it  is  thus  with  all  who  fear  not  God ;  who  say  in 
their  heart,  "  there  is  no  God,"  and  who  will  not 
have  Grod  to  reign  over  them. 

There  is,  however,  a  sacred,  and  a  constant 
intercourse  betwixt  God  and  his  true  children ; 
ah  intercourse  wherein  their  heavenly  Father  does 
not  merely  provide  for,  but  as  a  parent,  sympa- 
thises with  and  pities  them.  This  is  a  blessing 
they  alone  enjoy,  who  fear  him."  By  "  fear"  is 
frequently  meant,  a  sacred  ^iwe  or  reverence, 
inspiring  trust  or  confidence :  "  his  mercy  is  on 
them  that  fear  him,  from  generation  to  gene- 
ration." Believers  also  fear  to  offend  a  friend  so 
beneficent.  Their  fear  is  the  beginning  of 
knowledge,"  knowledge  of  their  own  state  by 
nature,  and  by  wicked  works,  leading  them  to  con- 
sider the  infinite  power  restrained  by*  infinite 
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\oye,  that  has  yet  spared  them  to  sing  of  mercy, 
and  to  bless  their  reconciled  Father  in  heaven. 
These  are  the  sentiments  of  the  true  children  of 
God,  and  as  the  affection  of  parent  and  child  is 
the  most  tender  and  the  purest  of  earthly  feelings. 

For  if  there  be  a  human  tear, 

From  passion's  dross,  refined  and  dear ; 

A  tear  so  limpid,  and  so  meek. 

It  would  not  stain  an  angel's  cheek — 

it  is  that  of  parental  affection. 

Observe,  therefore,  how  varied  are  the  expres- 
sions descriptive  of  God's  holy  tenderness  toward 
those  who  fear  and  honour  him.  If  you  be  truly 
his  children,  he  will  teach"  you.  If  you  be  truly 
his  children,  then  be  "joyful  in  your  King."  If 
you  be  followers  of  God,  then  are  ye  dear  chil- 
dren;'* if  peacemakers,  then  shall  ye  be  called  the 
"  children  of  God."  Father,"  is  a  name  God 
himself  adopts.  ''His  name  shall  be  called  the 
everlasting  Father."  ''The  Father  himself, 
loveth  you."  "  Blessed  be  God,  the  Father  of 
mercies,  and  God  of  all  comfort."  "  Like  as  a 
father  pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord  pitieth 
them  that  fear  him." 

Having  thus  offered  sufficient  proof  of  the  en- 
dearing relationship  subsisting  between  God  and 
his  chosen  people,  let  us  observe  the  peculiar  pri- 
vileges they  enjoy  from  his  gracious  pity  and 
tender  affection.     When  they  are  weary  and 
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heavy  laden,  under  a  sense  of  indwelling  cor- 
ruption, God  pities  them/'  In  such  a  season 
tlieir  tears  of  sorrow  flow  for  past  sins,  for  their 
forgetfulness  of  God,  for  their  ingratitude  to  him 
— and  looking  within,  they  tremble  as  they  re- 
member the  character  of  Jehovah,  and  as  they 
say,  Against  thee,  thee  only  have  we  sinned, 
and  done  this  evil  in  thy  sight,"  or  with  Saint 
Paul  they  exclaim,  O  wretched  man  that  I  am, 
who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?" 
Humility  is  essential  to  christian  conduct,  and 
when  the  children  of  God  consider  that  his 
commandment  is  exceeding  broad,  that  for  the 
heavenly  crown  they  must  run,"  that  they  may 
obtain,  that  the  good  fight  must  be  fought,  and 
that  their  furious  enemy  as  a  roaring  lion,  is  ready 
to  attack  them  whensoever  unshielded  by  the 
christian  armour,  where,  O  where,  can  they  fly 
for  refuge,  but  to  their  gracious  and  loving  Parent, 
who  ever  pitieth  them  ?  Who  listens  to  their  peti- 
tions,— Who  hears  them  in  the  day  of  trouble, — 
Who  in  all  their  afiiictions  sympathises^ — Who 
alone  can  bestow  spiritual  aid,  by  which  they  be- 
come more  than  conquerors,  through  him  that 
loved  them.  At  length  they  listen  to  the  consoling 
promise  of  their  heavenly  Creator,  "  My  grace  is 
sufficient  for  thee,  for  my  strength  is  made  perfect 
in  weakness.**  They  now  earnestly  pray,  that  it 
may  be  theirs,  to  perfect  holiness  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,"  and  that  the  Lord,  the  Father  of  glory. 
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may  give  unto  them  the  spirit  of  wisdom,  and  re- 
velation in  the  knowledge  of  the  Saviour* 

God  pitieth  his  children/'  when  oppressed  by 
the  trials  and  sorrows  of  life.  Ood  is  present  in 
every  time  of  need.  When  believers  can  realise  that 
presence,  and  calmly  submit  to  his  appointment, 
saying.  The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done,  «oon  does  a 
heaven-ray  pierce  the  darkest  cloud.  The  bleak 
and  dismal  heath  hath  still  its  floweret.  The 
gloomy  and  stormy  night,  hath  still  its  star.  The 
wounded  heart  is  soothed.  Reliance  upon  the 
God  of  love  is  never,  never  disappointed.  His 
right  hand  bears  those  who  fear  him  over  every 
billow.  The  merciful  character  of  a  reconciled 
God  is  seen  through  the  believer's  tears,  in 
varied  aspects  o(  love,  mercy,  kindness,  and  truth. 
Thus  faith  is  cherished,  hope  increased,  virtue 
strengthened,  and  as  the  crystal  is  found  in  the 
darksome  mine  —  so,  after  suffering  and  trial, 
the  believer  enjoys  more  delightful  views  of 
Divine  love,  and  holier  desires,  by  his  afflictions 
which  thus  yield  to  him,  the  peaceable  fruits  of 
righteousness." 

When  the  children  of  God  are  about  to  bid  fare- 
well to  this  world,  and  the  drama  of  life  is  hasten- 
ing to  its  close,  God  also  pitieth  them  that  fear 
him."  Inspired  by  that  love  which  throughout 
their  pilgrimage  has  been  their  song,  and  their 
joy,  it  now  proves  the  only  refreshing  draught  to 
their  thirsty,  departing  souls.    To  see  God  as 
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their  Father — to  gaze  on  the  heavenly  glories- 
to  hear  the  celestial  hymn — to  join  the  spirits  of 
the  just  made  perfect ;  are  the  happy  themes  of 
their  contemplations^  whom  the  Father  pitieth 
who  die  tto  the  Lord/* 

In  the  mission,  life,  and  death  of  the  Redeemer, 
as  a  father  ^'pitieth  his  children/'  so  did  Grod 
pity  us.  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 
his  only  begotten  Son  that  whosoever  believeth  on 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life," 
"  While  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us/' 
Who  hath  prepared  for  those  who  fear  him,  the 
eternal  crown,  and  the  robe  of  righteousness? 
Jesus.  Who  shall  welcome  them  to  mansions 
without  a  sigh  or  tear  ?  Jesus.  Who  shall  reign 
with  them  in  glory  for  ever  ?  Jesus.  To  Jesus  , 
then,  they  ascribe  the  praise,  saying,  Thou  wast 
slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood." 
If  then,  we  truly  fear  God,  we  shall  love  him 
supremely,  who  first  loved  us ;"  we  shall  be 
his  sincere,  abiding,  and  prayerful  children.  The 
image  of  him  who  went  about  continually  doing 
good,  will  be  indelibly  impressed  upon  our  heart, 
and  although  at  times,  we  may  be  timid,  and 
desponding,  when  we  think  upon  what  we  have 
done,  yet  if  we  truly  fear  God,  and  come  to 
him  as  his  children,  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus, 
who  hath  made  atonement  for  all  our  transgres- 
sions, then  shall  we  be  blest,  in  many  a  happy 
revival,  through  him  who  can  .alone  present  us 
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faultless  before  the  face  of  God,  our  heavenly 
Father,  through  whom,  when  death  shall  at  length 
speed  his  fatal  arrow  to  our  heart,  our  words  shall 
be,  He  will  swallow  up  death  in  victory,  and 
the  Lord  will  wipe  away  tears  from  all  eyes." 
Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  ia 
the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  grant  thy  people  grace  to 
withstand  the  temptations  of  the  world,  the  flesh, 
and  the  devil,  and  with  pure  hearts  and  minds  to 
follow  thee,  the  only  God,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 


The  Lord  is  our  Shepherd,  we  shall  not  want. 
He  maketh  us  to  lie  down  in  the  green  pastures ; 
he  leadeth  us  by  the  still  waters ;  he  restoreth  our 
soul.  Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follQw  us, 
and  we  shall  delight  in  his  house  for  ever.  O 
Lord,  enable  us  to  approach  thee,  in  the  true  spirit 
of  heartfelt  prayer,  that  we  may  ask  aright  for 
those  things  that  are  requisite  and  necessary,  as 
well  for  the  body  as  the  soul. 

We  acknowledge  thee  as  the  greatest,  the 
wisest,  and  the  best  of  beings.  Heaven  is  thy 
throne,  and  the  earth  is  thy  footstool ;  by  thee  all 
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things  exist.  Day  by  day  thou  art  bestowing 
upon  us  thy  renewed  favour  and  loving  kindness. 
In  wisdom  thou  didst  originally  create  man.  Thou 
didst  place  him  in  a  high,  and  a  holy  state.  He 
was  made  in  thine  own  image,  and  of  thy  newly 
created  world,  thou  didst  make  him  lord.  But 
although  so  highly  favoured,  alas!  he  sinned 
against  thee,  and  brought  upon  us  his  descen- 
dants, the  effects  of  his  rebellion,  too  plainly 
manifested  in  our  own  hearts,  which  by  nature 
know  thee  not. 

Thanks,  eternal  thanks,  to  thee,  O  Gk>d,  who 
didst  not  leave  us  to  perish  in  our  low  and  lost 
estate.  Blessed  be  thy  name^  Jesus  descended 
to  redeem  us  from  our  iniquities,  and  having  com- 
pleted the  work  thou  gavest  him  to  do,  by  the 
shedding  of  his  precious  blood,  he  then  ascended 
into  heaven,  from  thence  bestowing  the  gifl  of  the 
Eternal  Spirit,  the  Comforter,  upon  all  who  truly 
believe.  Lord,  increase,  our  faith.  Commune  with 
us  from  thy  mercy  seat  between  the  cherubim, 
and  grant  us  more  holy  feelings,  more  heaven- 
ward desires,  more  longing  after  a  blessed  immor* 
tality,  as  we  remember  that  city,  which  hath 
foundations,  whose  Builder  and  Maker  is  God. 
O  God,  grant  unto  us,  we  beseech  thee,  the  heart, 
character,  and  disposition,  of  true  citizens  of  Zion. 
O  Lord,  so  order  our  future  lives,  that  in  this 
world,  we  may  more  faithfully  serve  thee*  through 
the  grace  of  thy  Spirit.   And  as  a  meet  prepara- 
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tion  for  the  world  to  come,  may  we  be  enabled 
to  add  to  our  faith,  virtue;  to  virtue,  knowledge; 
to  knowledge,  temperance,  patience,  brotherly 
kindness,  and  charity,  for  the  sake  of  him,  to  whom 
we  would  come,  that  we  may  have  life,  and  who, 
while  on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to  pray :  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  Saint  Johris  Gos^ 
pel,  5th  chapter,  from  the  39th  to  the  A7th  verse. 

Search  the  Scriptures ;  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have 
eternal  life :  and  they  are  they  which  testify  of  me.  And 
ye  will  not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life.  I  receive 
not  honour  from  men.  But  I  know  you  that  ye  have  not 
the  love  of  God  in  you.  I  am  come  in  my  Father's  name, 
and  ye  received  me  not ;  if  another  shall  come  in  his  own 
name,  him  ye  will  receive.  How  can  ye  believe,  which 
receive  honour  one  of  another,  and  seek  not  the  hcmonr 
that  cometh  from  God  only?  Do  not  think  that  I  will 
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accuse  you  to  the  Father :  there  is  one  that  accuseth  you, 
even  Moses,  in  whom  ye  trust.  For  had  ye  beUeved  Moses^ 
ye  would  have  believed  me :  for  he  wrote  of  me.  But  if 
ye  believe  not  his  writings,  how  shall  ye  believe  my 
words." 


SERMON  XLVIII. 

CHRIST  REJECTED. 

In  Saint  John's  Gospel,  5th  chapter,  and  AOlh 
verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

"And  ye  will  not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  ha?e 
life." 


In  our  remembrvince  of  the  miracles  of  our 
blessed  Lord,  we  ought  not  to  limit  our  medita- 
tions regarding  them,  to  the  single  view  of  their 
being  proofs  of  his  Divine  authority  They  are 
also  to  be  considered,  in  a  spiritual  sense,  as  the 
means  of  introducing  to  his  hearers,  various  sub- 
jects of  contemplation,  highly  important  unto  all, 
who  regard  the  wisdom  that  proceeded  from  his 
holy  lips.  Thus  in  the  preceding  verses  of  this 
chapter,  we  may  consider  the  state  of  the  diseased 
man,  lying  at  the  pool  of  Bethesda,  as  that  of  all 
those  who  are  yet  in  their  sins.  At  times  the 
angel  of  conscience  may  speak,  and  incite  them 
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to  attempt  their  regaining  freedom  from  their  thral- 
dom ;  but  presently  their  enemies,  the  world,  the 
flesh,  and  the  devil,  rush  in  between  them,  and 
their  efforts  to  free  themselves  from  their  polluting 
foes,  and  they  are  thus  prevented  from  receiving 
the  purifying  influence  of  that  living  water,  which 
as  it  laves,  sanctifies  the  soul,  and  as  it  washes 
its  guilt  away,  so  purifies  the  heart,  that  it  be- 
comes a  temple,  which  the  Spirit  of  all  grace 
hallows  with  his  presence. 

The  miracle  performed  by  Jesus  at  Bethesda's 
fountain  had  also  another  object.  It  taught  those 
who  witnessed  it,  that  charity  and  works  of  mercy 
were  more  obvious  proofs  of  true  religion,  than 
the  mere  formal  observance  of  those  minor  points, 
which  some  of  the  Jews  by  their  traditions,  had 
engrafted  on  the  Mosaic  law,  and  which  absorbing 
its  spirit,  left  the  weightier  matters  of  that  law 
omitted  or  forgotten.  Our  Saviour  frequently 
reproved  such  inconsistency.  While  the  Jews 
broadly  interpreted  what  they  considered  works 
of  necessity, — while  each  one  of  them  on  the  Sab- 
bath day,  loosed  his  ox  or  his  ass  from  the  stall, 
and  led  him  away  to  watering,  as  an  ordinary  and 
iincondemned  employment,  in  works  of  mercy 
and  of  charity  they  were  woefully  deficient ;  be- 
cause they  neglected  the  great  principles,  on  which 
the  law  was  founded,  for  a  critical  observance  of  the 
conduct  of  others,  by  which  they  were  led  to  un- 
kind and  censorious  judgment.  It  was  so  in  the  in- 
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stance  before  us.  Men  who  had  neglected  to 
deal  their  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  to  clothe  the 
naked,  and  who  when  the  poor  sufferer  at  tbe 
pool  of  Bethesda  sought  their  aid,  turned  scorn- 
fully away,  are  now  full  of  indignation,  when  he 
arises,  and  carries  his  bed,  at  the  command  of 
Jesus,  who  had  restored  vigour  to  his  enfeebled 
limbs,  and  by  miraculous  power,  had  enabled  him 
to  walk. 

The  true  objects  of  our  Saviour's  preaching, 
and  of  the  miracles  he  performed,  were  to  turn 
the  human  race  from  darkness  to  lights  and  from 
the  power  of  Satan  unto  the  kingdom  of  God. 
All  that  he  did,  had  reference  to  these  grand  ob- 
jects. The  coldness  and  opposition  which  he  ex- 
perienced, only  exalt  the  exhibition  of  his  mercy, 
in  seeking  to  save  those  who  were  lost.  Jesos 
still  persevered.  He  went  about  continually  doing 
good,  healing,  teaching,  preaching,  exhorting; 
and  when  at  length  he  found  his  countrymen  in- 
different or  opposed  to  all  his  entreaties,  instead 
of  causing  fire  from  heaven  to  consume  them,  he 
sighs  over  their  destined  sufferings,  with .  the  ten- 
derest  sympathy,  while  to  themselves  he  ex- 
claims, in  the  language  of  affectionate  remoii'* 
strance,  Ye  will  not  come  unto  me,  that  ye  may 
have  life." 

These  words,  so  applicable  when  addressed  to 
the  Jews,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are  also,  but  too 
applicable  to  certain  professing  christians  in  every 
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age, — persons  who  pretend  to  follow  Jesus,  but 
who  in  heart  and  in  works  deny  him, — while  a 
great  majority  of  mankind  openly  refuse  to  take 
life  upon  the  terms  offered  by  him.  Yes.  Men 
refuse  to  "  come"  unto  him  that  they  may  live. 
Let  us  examine  some  of  the  causes,  which  con- 
tribute to  conduct  so  lamentable. 

While  it  is  evident  from  Christ's  words>  that 
the  obstinate  perverseness  of  men  is  the  chief 
cause,  why  they  refuse  to  come  to  him,  they  also 
refuse  to  come,  because  they  entertain  false 
notions  of  their  own  state.  We  find  the  Jews,  at 
the  advent  of  Christ,  very  proud  in  their  own 
conceit;  believing  themselves  to  be  the  only 
favoured  nation  under  heaven.  They  had  Abra- 
ham to  their  Father,  and  they  deemed  such  a 
descent  a  sufficient  warrant  for  the  superiority  of 
their  knowledge,  and  a  sufficient  cause  for  their 
rejecting  all  thoughts  of  danger  from  the  wrath  to 
come.  They  also  had  long  exclusively  possessed 
the  oracles  of  God,  but  they  understood  not  their 
import,  and  secure  in  their  own  conceit,  they 
despised  all  who  offered  them  instruction.  Do 
not  men  in  our  own  days  also  arrogantly  assume 
the  power  of  selecting  their  own  standard  of 
righteousness,  in  opposition  to,  or  without  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  law  of  God  ?  Do  they  not 
compare  themselves  with  themselves,  and  measure 
themselves  by  themselves?  Do  they  not  thank 
God,  they  are  not  as  other  men  ?  They  have  their 
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forms,  and  their  feelings,  and  they  believe  these 
are  sufficient.  They  are  delighted  with  them- 
selves, and  their  own  opinions.  They  see  no 
beauty  in  Jesus,  that  they  may  desire  him.  They 
will  not  come  unto  him  that  they  may  live. 

Others  will  not  come  unto  Christ,  from  false 
notions  of  the  character  of  God.  They  assert 
that  God  is  a  merciful  God,  and  that  he  will  not 
condemn  them  for  their  sins ;  forgetting  that, — 

A  God  all  mercy,  were  a  God  unjiist." 

Presuming,  like  the  Jews,  on  their  own  merit, 
they  falsely  suppose,  that  God  will  accept  what 
they  consider  their  good  acts,  or  works,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  their  transgressions  of  his  law,  al- 
though that  law  demands,  not  partial,  but  perfect 
obedience  to  all  its  requirements;  and  they  thus 
lull  themselves  into  false  security,  a  gross  delusioa 
of  ignorance,  and  fatal  in  its  termination.  They 
forget  that  although  God  be  indeed  a  merciful  God, 
he  is  also  just ;  that  his  mercy  cannot  be  ex- 
perienced, but  in  the  manner  he  hath  himself  ap- 
pointed. Their  unworthiness  of  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted ;  and  after  contrition,  repentance,  and  true 
humility  have  been  felt  deeply,  the  sinner  must 
come  with  these,  a  suppliant  at  a  throne  of  grace, 
not  as  pleas  of  pardon,  but  as  his  acknowledg- 
ment of  guilt.  By  grace  you  are  saved  through 
faith,  and  that  not  of  yourselves,  it  is  the  gift  of 
God,  not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should  boast." 
Another  cause  of  the  refusal  of  men  to  come  to 
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Christ  is^  the  unfortunate  influence  the  wealth, 
honours,  and  vanities  of  this  world  exercise  over 
them.  Nothing  is  more  obvious  than  the  positive 
manner  in  which  Jesus  asserts  the  necessity  of 
all  worldly  interests  becoming  subservient  to  the 
interests  of  eternity.  The  most  endearing  rela« 
tionships  of  life  are  only  to  possess  our  heart,  to 
an  extent  far  inferior  to  the  love  and  gratitude  we 
must  bear  to  him,  who  is  the  Giver  of  every  good 
gift.  Experience  has  taught  all  of  us,  that  the 
fine  gold  soon  becomes  dim,  that  worldly  enjoy- 
ments are  fleeting  and  false,  that  objects  of  former 
ambition  now  cease  to  delight,  and  that  those 
spells  of  earthly  bliss,  painted  by  our  delusive 
imaginations  on  the  mysterious  future,  exhibit, 
when  approached,  this  inscription  written  by  the 
finger  of  God  himself:  "All  is  vanity." 

Yet  these  are  the  deluding  shadows  generations 
after  generations  pursue,  which  with  all  their  soul 
they  worship,  and  although  too  sadly  t&ught  by 
the  years  that  are  gone,  of  their  utter  worthless- 
ness,  for  these  they  risk  eternity,  and  will  not 
come  to  Christ  that  they  may  have  life. 

Finally,  when  the  truly  awakened  sinner  be- 
comes sensible  of  his  danger,  he  can  only  find 
safety  in  the  Redeemer.  He  comes  to  Christ,  that 
he  may  have  life.  He  now  acquires  just  views  of 
his  own  state,  true  views  of  the  character  of  God, 
and  a  clear  apprehension  of  the  vanity  of  all 
earthly  things.    He  is  become  a  new  creature  in 
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Christ  Jesus.  Although  once  blind,  now  he  sees. 
In  the  Lamb  of  God,  he  perceives  Justice  without 
a  frown,  and  fully  satisfied.  Mercy  well  pleased, 
as  she  hovers  over  him.  Faith  is  heard  proclaiming, 
"  Thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee."  Hope  and  Love, 
with  palms  in  their  hands,  are  pointing  to  future 
glory,  and  above  all  the  praises  of  the  sky,  is 
heard  this  song  of  happiness  and  blessing,  as 
angels  rejoice  over  a  sinner  that  repenteth — Unto 
him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in 
his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests 
unto  God,  and  his  Father,  to  him  be  glory,  and 
dominion,  for  ever  and  ever !"  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty, 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be 
amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  God,  forasmuch  as  without  thee  we  are  not 
able  to  please  thee;  mercifully  grant,  that  thy 
Holy  Spirit  may  in  all  things  direct  and  rule 
our  hearts,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


O  Lord,  we  entreat  thy  favour  with  our  whole 
heart.  Be  merciful  unto  us  according  to  thy 
word,  for  in  thy  favour  is  life,  and  thy  loving  kind- 
ness is  better  than  life.  We  indeed  confess  our 
unworthiness  of  thy  precious  blessings.  We  have 
forgotten  thee,  the  source  from  whence  every 
comfort  is  derived.  We  have  failed  to  trace  the 
Almighty  hand,  protecting  us  from  danger,  pre- 
serving us  from  suffering,  delivering  us  from  evil. 
We  have  followed  too  much  the  devices  and  de- 
sires of  our  own  heart.  We  have  offended  against 
thy  holy  law.  We  have  been  often  reproved,  yet 
have  we  not  ceased  to  sin,  and  we  have  also  too 
frowardly  run  in  the  path  of  the  transgressor. 
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O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee  to  pardon  our  iniquity, 
for  it  is  very  great.    But  still  greater  is  thy  kind- 
ness towards  us,  in  Jesus  who  loved  us,  and  gave 
himself  for  us,  that  we  might  have  life  through 
the  shedding  of  his  precious  blood.    O  grant  us 
new  hearts,  that  in  future  we  may  willingly  and 
joyfully  serve  thee,  through  the  influences  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit,  and  by  his  divine  presence,  may  our 
hearts  be  illuminated  and  enlightened,  and  bear- 
ing the  seal  of  heaven,  may  we  be  thine  only, 
thine  wholly,  and  thine  for  ever.    Lord,  increase 
our  faith  in,  and  our  affection  for  him  our  souls 
ought  to  love.    May  the  form  of  mind  be  found 
in  us,  that  was  also  in  Jesus.    May  we  offer  thee 
the  ready  tribute  of  faithful  subjects,  by  our  obe- 
dience to  thy  laws,  and  by  our  ready  devotion  to 
thy  service.    Lord,  guard  thy  church,  that  beauti- 
ful house  where  our  fathers  worshipped.    Do  thou 
make  bare  thine  arm  in  her  defence,  and  still  be 
the  glory  in  the  midst  of  her.    Lord,  bless  our 
native  land.    Bless  our  Queen.    Bless  all  rulers 
and  governors,  our  princes,  and  people.  Lord, 
pity  the  sick  and  afflicted  ;  let  their  cry  reach  the 
throne  of  mercy.    May  our  friends  share  thy 
favour,  our  enemies  thy  pardon,  ourselves  thy 
grace,  and  forgiveness,  and  all  that  we  ask  is  for 
the  blessed  Redeemer's  sake,  who  while  on  earth 
taught  us  thus  to  pray, — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
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on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews,  the  I3th  chapter,  from  the  12/ A  to  the2]st 
verse. 

Wherefore  Jesus  also,  that  he  might  sanctify  the  peo- 
ple with  his  own  blood,  suffered  without  the  gate.  Let  us 
go  forth  therefore  unto  him  without  the  camp,  bearing  his 
reproach.  For  here  have  we  no  continuing  city,  but  we 
seek  one  to  come.  By  Lim  therefore  let  us  offer  the  sacri- 
fice of  praise  to  God  continually,  that  is,  the  fruit  of  our 
lips,  giving  thanks  to  his  name.  But  to  do  good  and  to 
communicate  forget  not ;  for  with  such  sacrifices  God  is 
well  pleased.  Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you,  and 
submit  yourselves  :  for  they  watch  for  your  souls,  as  they 
that  must  give  account ;  that  they  may  do  it  with  joy,  and 
not  with  grief:  for  that  is  unprofitable  for  you.  Pray  for 
us :  for  we  trust  we  have  a  good  conscience,  in  all  things 
willing  to  live  honestly.  But  I  beseech  you  the  rather  to 
do  this,  that  I  may  be  restored  to  you  the  sooner.  Now 
the  God  of  peace,  that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our 
Lord  Jesusi  that  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  through  the 
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biood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make  you  perfect  in 
every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that  which 
is  weli-pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ;  to 
whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever."  Amen. 


SERMON  XLIX. 

CHRIST  OUR  REFUGE. 

Ih  SahU  Johns  Gospel,  6th  chapter,  and  6dth 
WW,  it  is  thus  tf:ritten : 

Then  Simon  Peter  answered  him,  Lord,  to  whom  shall 
S^^  ?   Thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  life." 


The  question  of  our  Saviour  to  his  disciples, 
Will  ye  also  go  away  ?"  was  spoken  at  a  time, 
when  muny>  offended  with  his  doctrines,  had  for- 
saken him  and  fled.  They  had  not  faith  to  re- 
iH^ivo  the  truth  which  he  taught,  and  placing  their 
own  ideas  of  religion  in  opposition  to  the  doctrines 
nnd  preeepts  of  Jesus,  with  them  the  ignorance 
mul  vnnitY  of  their  mind  preponderated  against 
the  truth  of  the  revelation  of  God  in  Christ. 
Those  U(K>stutes  had  seen  the  miracles  Christ  per- 
fiU*iUi\i»  luui  doubtless  supposed  they  believed  in 
hinu  but  when  he  declared,  he  was  the  bread 
sent  down  from  heaven,''  they  were  offended,  and 
walkeil  no  more  with  him. 
How  different  the  conduct  of  the  faithful  fol- 
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lowers  of  the  Son  of  God !  Neither  angels,  princi- 
palities nor  powers,  can  separate  them  from  his 
love ;  and  when  he  tenderly  looks  upon  them,  and 
addresses  them  thus,  "  Will  ye  also  go  away  ?" 
their  heart  glowing  with  affection  immediately  re- 
plies, "  Lord,  to  whom  shall  we  go?  thou  hast  the 
words  of  eternal  life."  That  thus  to  come  to 
Christ  is  the  only  rational  choice  for  accountable 
and  immortal  creatures  will  be  evident,  if  we  con- 
sider that  Jesus  is  the  believer's  hope  in  life,  his 
comfort  in  death,  and  his  glory  in  eternity. 

The  consideration  of  what  he  is  by  nature,  will 
at  once  convince  the  disciple  of  Jesus,  that  to 
possess  that  hope  which  maketh  not  ashamed,  he 
must  look  out  from  himself  to  his  Saviour,  and 
from  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  appropriate 
that  purity,  which  will  enable  him  to  see  Grod,  as 
a  reconciled  God  and  Father.  To  the  mercy  of 
God  in  Christ,  he  clings  with  unwavering  hope. 
He  knows  it  to  be  sufficient.  Conceived  in  sin,  he 
remembers  how  often  his  failures  in  the  path  of 
duty  have  shown  his  natural  inclination  to  iniquity, 
for  he  is  conscious  that  the  natural  man  is  at 
enmity  with  God.  In  his  heart  he  confesses  there 
is  no  good  thing.  Thus  reflecting  on  his  own  un- 
worthiness,  he  hastens  to  his  Lord,  with  good 
hope  through  grace,  and  humbling  himself  before 
the  cross,  he  hears  the  voice  of  tender  mercy  an- 
nouncing, "Eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard, 
neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to 
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conceive,  the  things  that  Gvod  hath  prepared  for 
those  that  love  him." 

Christ  is  the  believer  s  comfort  and  support;  at 
the  hour  of  death. 

It  has  frequently  occurred,  that  those  who  were 
all  their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage,  through  fear 
of  death,  —  those  who  never  before  could  be 
satisfied  of  their  love  to  Jesus,  or  of  his  tender 
compassion  to  the  humble  and  contrite  hearty  be- 
cause of  their  utter  unworthiness,  have  on  their 
death-bed  fully  experienced  the  unspeakable 
riches  of  Christ.    At  that  solemn  hour  of  eternal 
interest,  they  have  known  a  joy  in  believing,  a 
joy  which  the  most  tranquil  hours  of  their  former 
life  never  realised.    Before  their  soul  departed 
from  its  feeble  mansion,  it  enjoyed  a  sweet  fore- 
taste of  heavenly  bliss,  and  ere  they  bade  adieu  to 
sorrowing  friends  around  them,  they  have  given  a 
clear  and  confiding  testimony  to  the  truth  as  it  is 
in  Jesus.    To  whom  will  the  more  favoured  dis- 
ciple also  come  at  such  an  hour,  but  to  the  Re- 
deemer ?    Every  event  of  his  life  has  been  by  him 
recognised,  as  connected  with  the  mercy  of  God 
in  his  dear  Son.    His  trials  were  turned  into 
blessings,  his  joy  into  holy  confidence,  and  his 
faith  is  now  about  to  become  sight,  through  this 
blessed  knowledge.     The  ample  promises  of 
Scripture  fill  his  mind  with  trust  and  confidence, 
with  tranquillity  and  hope.    He  willingly  testifies 
to  the  divine  support  of  him,  whose  protection  is 
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^safety ;  whose  guidance  is  security ;  whose  favour 
is  better  than  life,  and  all  its  blessings.  Yea, 
though  1  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 
death,  I  will  fear  no  evil.'*  "  This  is  the  promise 
that  he  hath  promised  us,  even  eternal  life."  I 
am  the  resurrection  and  the  life ;  he  that  believeth 
on  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live." 
To  the  believer,  death  is  announced  in  Scripture, 
as  a  season  of  sweet  and  serene  repose.  He  falls 
asleep  in  Jesus.  Grod  giveth  his  beloved  sleep." 
"  There  remaineth  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God." 

Christ  is  also  the  glory  of  the  believer  in  eter- 
nity. 

Were  the  promises  of  the  gospel  confined  to 
this  life  only,  they  would  neither  be  so  important, 
nor  so  urgent;  but  when  we  consider  that  im- 
mortality has  been  clearly  brought  to  light  through 
the  Gospel,  and  that  the  glorious  things  of  the  hea- 
venly state  have  in  some  measure  been  revealed, 
we  are  impressed  with  their  overwhelming  supe- 
riority, when  compared  with  the  highest  glory 
and  honour  that  earthly  ambition  ever  anticipated. 
Faint  indeed  is  our  highest  conception  of  heaven. 
Free  from  pain  and  suffering,  the  believer  in  glory 
assumes  a  fairer  form  than  even  that  man  first  bore, 
as  he  came  from  the  Creator's  hands.  In  the  image 
of  that  Creator,  rejoicing  in  his  service,  and  having 
every  faculty  inconceivably  expanded,  he  now  en- 
ters the  ever-blooming  bowers  of  the  paradise  above. 
He  reposes  under  the  shadow  of  the  Tree  of  life. 
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He  joins  the  society  of  the  jast  made  perfect. 
Christ  his  glory  and  his  salvation.  Hosannah  to 
the  Son  of  God,  glory  to  him  who  loved  us  and 
washed  us  in  his  blood."  "  I  am  determined  to 
know  nothing  but  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified." 

God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ"  This  is  the  language 
of  his  soul. 

Ye  mourners  and  afflicted  ones!  do  ye  sorrow 
for  the  christian's  death  ?  —  Behold  him  now  in 
•  heaven,  for  whose  departure  from  earth  your  tears 
of  affection  were  so  profusely  shed !  Weep  not 
for  him.  Angels  welcome  him.  Saints  hail  his 
happy  arrival.  The  song  of  victory  is  chaunted. 
He  is  to  be  for  ever  with  his  Lord.  One  of  the 
conditions  which  enable  him  now  to  enjoy  these 
heavenly  delights,  was  his  departure  from  you. 
Regret  not  the  happy  hour,  that  turns  faith  into 
sight.  Love,  ineffable,  pervading  all  around. 
Time,  lost  in  eternity.  Grace,  changed  into 
glory.  Are  not  these  the  christians  joys? — Then 
weep  not  for  him. 

These  precious  blessings  were  prepared  before 
the  foundation  of  the  world,  for  all  who  will  come 
unto  Christ,  that  they  may  have  life,  and  Jesus 
became  man,  and  ministered,  and  taught,  and 
died,  that  the  creatures  Gk)d  had  formed  for  his 
glory  might  enjoy  them.  Wondrous  love ! — Gra- 
cious condescension  !  —  Mystery  of  Godliness !  — 
Jesus  who  had  the  hosts  of  heaven  for  his  atten- 
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dants,  and  angels  for  his  messengers,  and  glory 
for  his  inheritance,  and  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Majesty  on  high  for  his  throne,  and  heaven  itself 
for  his  habitation!  —  Jesus,  the  beloved  of  the 
Father,  who  was  with  the  Father  before  all 
worlds,  at  whose  name  every  knee  shall  bow,  and 
every  tongue  confess, — Jesus  assumed  a  human 
form.  Jesus  veiled  his  glory  in  a  manger.  And 
although  he  went  about  continually  doing  good, 
he  was  rejected  and  despised  by  an  ungrateful 
country,  while  he  condescended  even  to  bear  the 
agony,  and  to  suffer  on  the  cross.  Wonder,  O 
heavens !  be  astonished,  O  earth !  Jesus  at  length 
exclaimed,  It  is  finished,"  and  died,  '*the  just  for 
the  unjust,  to  bring  us  unto  God." 

Can  we  hear  these  things,  and  still  follow  the 
vanities,  follies,  and  false  pleasures  of  this  world, 
rather  than  fly  to  Jesus,  who  hath  the  words  of 
eternal  life  ?  No :  whatever  others  do,  be  it  ours 
to  accept  Christ,  as  he  is  freely  offered  in  the  Gos- 
pel. Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,  but  the 
word  of  the  Eternal  is  immutable,  and  it  declares, 
whosoever  cometh  unto  Jesus,  he  will  in  no  wise 
cast  out. 

Let  those  who  continue  careless  and  indifferent 
to  such  promises,  be  solemnly  warned.  The 
blessings  announced  are  for  those  who  receive 
and  accept  Jesus.  To  the  obstinate  unbeliever 
and  transgressor  who  rejects  the  Saviour,  the 
same  Scriptures  which  contain  the  blessings  to 
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others,  contain  these  dreadful  words  of  warning 
addressed  to  him ;  He  that  believeth  not  shall  be 
condemned."  Which  awful  alternative,  may  Grod, 
of  his  infinite  mercy,  avert  from  all  of  us,  and  to 
his  name  be  praise  everlasting.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Almighty  and  most  merciful  Grod»  of  thy  boun-^ 
tiful  goodness  keep  us,  we  beseech  thee,  from  all 
things  that  may  hurt  us ;  that  we  being  ready 
both  in  body  and  soul,  may  cheerfully  accomplish 
those  things  that  thou  wouldst  have  done,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 


The  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  people  tremble  ;  he 
eitteth  between  the  cherubim,  let  the  earth  be 
moved.  O  Lord,  thy  works  are  great  and  marvel- 
lous, and  just  and  true  are  all  thy  ways,  thou  King 
of  saints.  Thy  power,  O  God,  is  universal,  and 
eternal.  Thou  shakest  the  earth,  the  pillars  there- 
of tremble.  Thou  commandest  the  sun,  and  it 
riseth  not.  Thou  sealest  up  the  stars.  Whilst  all 
nature  acknowledgeth  thy  presence,  it  becometh 
us  the  sons  of  men  truly  to  feel,  that  thou  art  an 
omniscient  and  all-seeing  God  ;  and  that  not  only 
the  words  of  our  mouth,  but  the  thoughts  of  our 
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han  ire  known  to  him  with  whom  we  have  to 
licv  We  desire  to  humble  ourselves,  when  we  re- 
member  how  these  hearts  of  ours  have  been  given 
ro  ocher  gods  than  thee.  We  have  not  been  af- 
i^teii  by  thv  warnings,  nor  considered  thy  judg- 
nor  bowed  to  thy  reproofs,  nor  eagerly 
^viepced  thy  gracious  invitations  to  return  unto 
cb^ie  afiKi  hT>e.  Well  may  we  admire  thy  long 
s^aSenog*  axkd  bless  thee  for  thy  compassion,  and 
tender  tnercy  toward  us,  all-unworthy  as  we  have 
bem.    Thcu  hast  done  great  things  for  us.  Thou 

ctSed  us  from  darkness  unto  light,  and  re- 
Y^^iied  urrto  ns  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  as  it  is 
ia  Ctrisc  Jesi»^  in  whom  alone  we  recognise  the 
Ltatb  ci^  God«  that  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the 
wvrid.  Blessed  be  his  name,  Jesus  removed  the 
tiHirrxr  b^^rwixt  thee,  our  ofiended  God,  and  us 
f^nsi:;^^  siaaer^  By  the  shedding  of  his  pre- 
cxs^  bkvd  he  reconciled  thy  mercy  with  thy 
justice,  procured  for  us  the  influences  of  thy 
^duxtityin^  Spirit,  and  bestowed  a  free  title  to  the 
pcinlc^^  the  sons  of  God.  O  may  we  truly  be 
thv  s^^rvants  on  earth,  thy  sons  in  heaven.  Lord, 
Wi  thv  name,  and  the  name  of  Jesus  thy  beloved 
Sv^'Q.  be  more  and  more  adored.  May  the  heart 
ot'  every  believer  be  as  Aaron  s  crown  of  pure 

ujxMt  which  was  aigraven,  Holiness  unto 
the  lA^cvi." 

Heavenly  Father*  do  thou  enable  our  sovereign 
the  Quet^n  to  rule  in  thy  fear,  and  with  heavenly 
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ivisdom  to  govern  the  British  empire.  Bless  the 
church  thou  hast  therein  established ;  may  it  be 
founded  on  a  rock,  and  that  rock  be  Christ.  May 
it  be  loved  of  the  people,  and  be  ever  blessed  to 
the  nation.  May  her  clergy  know  and  teach 
Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified.  May  the  preach- 
ing of  that  precious  doctrine  be  ever  adding 
thousands  to  the  church  of  such  as  shall  be  saved. 
We  commit  all  our  friends  and  interests  to  thy 
fatherly  care,  as  we  now  pray,  that  thou  wouldst 
hear  and  accept  and  pardon,  through  the  blessed 
Redeemer,  who  taught  us  thus  to  address  thee  : — 
Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name ;  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil :  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  Saint  Paul's  first 
Epistle  to  the  Corinthians y  1 5th  chapter,  beginning 
at  the  46th  verse. 

"  Howbeit  that  was  not  first  which  is  spiritual,  but  that 
which  is  natural;  and  afterward  that  which  is  spiritual. 
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TV  fizst  man  k  of  the  earth,  earthy ;  the  second  man  is 
thie  Lord  firom  beaten.  As  is  the  earthy,  such  are  they 
aLsc  diat  aie  earthy  ;  and  as  is  the  heavenly,  such  are  they 
ako  that  aie  heaTenly.  And  as  we  have  borne  the  image 
of  the  earthy,  we  shall  also  bear  the  image  of  the  heavenly. 
Nov  thk  I  say,  brethren,  that  flesh  and  blood  cannot  in- 
keht  the  k*n£:dom  of  God ;  neither  doth  corruption  in- 
keni  iDcv^cniptiaa.  BdioM,  I  show  you  a  mystery ;  We 
shall  noc  all  sleep,  bat  we  shall  all  be  changed,  in  a 
■Kxaent.  in  the  twinUii^  of  an  eye,  at  the  last  trump :  (for 
the  trumpet  shall  sound;)  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised incor- 
ripcible^  and  we  sliaD  be  changed,  for  this  corruptible 
mwst  pat  OD  incomiption,  and  this  mcNrtal  must  put  on  im- 
■MvtalitT.  So  when  this  corruptible  shall  have  put  on  in- 
compdoii,  and  dib  mortal  shall  have  put  on  immortality, 
tlKtt  shall  be  bioi^t  to  pass  the  saying  that  is  written, 
IXemlli  ts  swallowed  up  in  victory.  O  death,  where  is  thy 
sting!  O  grate,  where  is  thy  victory?  The  sting  of 
4leath  k  sin  ;  and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law.  Bat 
thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  us  the  victory  through 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  be 
ye  sleadia$l«  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  the  vrorkof 
the  Lord*  Rvasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is  not  in 
vain  in  the  Lord/* 
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SERMON  L. 

PREPARATION  FOR  DEATH. 

In  the  book  of  Genesis,  the  25th  chapter,  at  the 
Sth  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

Then  Abraham  gave  up  the  ghost,  and  died  in  a  good 
old  age,  an  old  man  and  full  of  years. 

Genesis,  the  first  book  of  the  inspired  volume^ 
contains  not  only  an  account  of  the  original 
dignity  of  man,  but  also  the  melancholy  narrative 
of  his  sad  apostacy,  and  its  awful  result. 

God,  having  pronounced  upon  the  guilty  father 
of  mankind  the  doom  of  death,  this  sacred  book 
contains  many  striking  epitaphs,  announcing  the 
triumphs  over  Adam's  descendants  by  the  King  of 
Terrors,  and  affording  successive  examples  of  his 
universal  reign.  We  proceed  as  in  a  vast  necropolis, 
or  city  of  the  mighty  Dead,  and  there  read  in 
characters  not  to  be  misunderstood,  how  the 
fathers  of  mankind,  fell  before  Death's  irresis- 
tible power.  Thus  Adam's  tomb  is  inscribed, 
•*Adam  lived  nine  hundred  and  thirty  years, 
and  he  died.  As  we  pass  along,  we  find,  all 
the  days  of  Methuselah  were  nine  hundred  sixty 
and  nine  years,  and  he  died.'' — All  the  days 
of  Noah,  were  nine  hundred  and  fifty  years,  and  he 
died,'' — while  the  years  of  faithful  Abraham,  are 
thus  inscribed   "one  hundred,  threescore,  and 
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fifteen,  when  he  gave  up  the  ghost,  and  was 
gathered  to  his  people."  And  is  it  thus  with  thee 
also,  thou  friend  of  God  ?  Have  all  thy  wander- 
ings from  thy  native  home,  have  all  thine  apprehen- 
sions for  thy  beloved  Sarah,  have  all  thine  anxieties 
for  thine  only  son  Isaac,  at  length  terminated  with- 
in the  narrow  house  appointed  for  all  living  ?  Yes, 
there  thy  pilgrimage  is  concluded,  thy  fears  op- 
press thee  no  more — there  thine  anxieties  cease 
from  troubling,  "there  the  weary  are  at  rest." 

Every  age  of  human  history  has  been  fraught 
with  the  impressive  eloquence  of  death.  The 
monarch  has  been  summoned  from  his  crown, 
the  peasant  from  his  cottage.  Health  from  her 
confidence  —  disease  from  her  couch  —  the  infant 
of  a  few  days  —  the  man  of  many  years  —  the 
friend  and  the  enemy — the  saint  and  the  sinner — 
have  severally  been  called  to  appear  before  their 
God.  Hence  the  necessity  that  all  men  should 
prepare  for  an  event  so  inevitable.  The  patriarch 
Abraham,  long  before  that  event,  seems  to  have 
anticipated  his  death.  And  ere  its  approach,  he 
so  ordered  his  arrangements  for  it,  that  unseemly 
contentions,  which  otherwise  might  have  arisen, 
were  prevented  by  his  judicious  foresight.  The 
other  members  of  his  family  were  dismissed  with 
gifts,  but  to  Isaac  the  heir  of  the  promise  of  the 
coming  Messiah,  he  gave  ''all  that  he  had." 
Having  thus  arranged  the  distribution  of  his  pro- 
perty, Abraham  calmly  lay  down  to  die — to  close 
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his  eyes  upon  that  world»  wherein  he  had  so  often 
experienced  the  loving  kindness  of  his  God ;  that 
world  to  the  interests  of  which,  after  all  his  trials 
and  anxieties,  he  is  now  and  for  ever  about  to  bid 
farewell.  "  He  died  in  a  good  old  age,  an  old 
man  and  full  of  years." 

Death  is  an  event,  from  which,  although  men 
may  for  a  time  turn  away,  they  cannot  always 
view  with  indifference.  To  all  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  it  should  be  faithfully  considered. 
We  allude  not  to  the  bodily  sufferings  which 
sometimes  accompany  death, — the  tossings  to  and 
fro  of  a  feverish  couch, — the  pains  of  separation 
betwixt  soul  and  body, —  the  tears  and  sighs  of 
those  around,  indicative  of  thp  rending  of  earthly 
affection,  and  the  tenderest  worldly  connections  ; 
but  we  do  allude  to  that  dread  veil  which  is 
about  to  be  uplifted,  while  all  the  realities  of 
judgment  and  of  an  eternal  world  are  arising  be- 
fore the  wondering  soul.  Short  or  prolonged  as 
our  days  may  be  on  earth,  how  often  as  with  the 
trumpet's  sound,  has  it  been  proclaimed  in  our 
ears,  ''man  is  mortal;"  and  in  every  instance  of 
a  friend  or  fellow-creature's  departure  to  an  unseen 
state,  that  sound  has  also  conveyed  this  summons 
to  us,  "Prepare  to  meet  thy  God."  Let  us  then 
consider,  in  what  manner  the  important  duty  of 
preparation  may  be  best  performed. 

Trust  in  God,  and  an  entire  resignation  to  his 
will,  are  required  to  prepare  for  death. 
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It  is  recorded  of  Abraham,  that  at  death,  be 
"gave  up  the  ghost."  He  did  not  unwillingly 
die.  He  knew  in  whom  he  believed,  and  with- 
out a  murmur  resigned  his  life  to  Him  who  gave 
it.  The  same  ready  and  resigned  spirit  distin- 
guished the  holy  Apostles,  when  called  to  suffer 
or  to  die  for  Jesus  and  his  cause.  When  the 
converts  at  Ephesus,  not  ignorant  of  the  dangers 
awaiting  Paul,  sought  with  anxious  solicitude  to 
stay  him  on  his  journey,  how  fervently  does  the 
Apostle  reply,  "I  am  ready  not  only  to  be 
bound,  but  also  to  die  at  Jerusalem  for  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus."  While  in  the  example  of  St. 
Pauls  blessed  Master,  at  the  solemn  hour  of  bis 
agony,  we  perceive  a  spirit  of  trust  and  resignation 
the  most  exalted,  as  he  thus  speaks:  Father,  if 
it  be  possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me,  neverthe- 
less not  my  will  but  thine  be  done." 

We  prepare  for  death,  when  we  contemplate 
aright  the  economy  of  a  future  state. 

The  christian  looks  upon  the  dark  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death  with  confidence,  since  its  path 
conducts  to  the  revival  of  many  dear  relationships 
severed  from  him  on  earth  by  the  ruthless  de- 
stroyer, but  now  to  be  united  for  ever,  as  one 
blessed  company  in  heaven.  After  death,  to  him 
friendship,  purity,  praise,  graee,  and  glory,  are 
all  eternal.  There  affection  has  no  sigh  ; — there 
are  no  tears  of  sorrow  in  heaven ;  and  the  soul  of 
the  dying  saint,  elevated  on  the  wings  of  prayer^ 
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unites  for  ever  with  those  whom  he  loves,  in  a 
world  of  everlasting  blessedness. 

But  we  best  prepare  for  death,  when  we 
place  no  trust  or  confidence  in  ourselves  or 
our  own  righteousness,  but  rejoice  in  the  riches 
6f  the  righteousness  of  Christ.  I  know  that 
my  Redeemer  liveth,"  is  the  hope  and  glory  of 
the  dying  saint.  This  knowledge  enables  him  to 
derive  the  true  grounds  of  peace  and  confidence, 
from  every  page  of  the  sacred  Scriptures.  **  Blessed 
is  he  that  maketh  the  Lord  his  trust/'  saith 
the  Psalmist.  And  the  Apostle  replies,  **We 
should  not  trust  in  ourselves  but  in  God."  With 
such  directions  for  their  souls'  comfort,  why  should 
Christians  fear,  when  God's  word  has  so  many  as- 
surances, that  he  will  never  leave  nor  forsake 
them,  and  more  especially  when  God  spared  not 
his  beloved  Son,  but  freely  gave  him  up  to  the 
death  for  us  all  ? 

There  is  at  death  this  comfortable  assurance 
also,  that  through  faith,  believers  shall  inherit  the 
promises. 

It  was  by  receiving  the  faith  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 
that  Abel,  and  Noah,  and  Abraham  erected  their 
altars,  ofiered  their  sacrifices,  and  anticipated,  as 
they  did,  the  future  Messiah.  They  saw  his  day 
afar  off,  and  were  glad.  That  glorious  sight,  al- 
though by  them  only  seen  through  the  long  vista 
of  future  years,  supported  them  in  life,  and  in 
death,  and  it  is  the  only  sure  foundation,  on 
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which  we  may  build  our  hope.  If  we  look  with 
justice  to  our  own  uu worthiness,  we  must  despair. 
If  we  look  to  Christ  as  our  Redeemer,  we  shall 
rejoice. 

So  bountiful  is  Jesus  to  those  who  love  him, 
that  he  fulfils  all  that  God  required  of  them, 
and  shares  with  them  his  inheritance  of  eternal 
glory.  Believers  are  made  complete  in  him,  who 
is  the  head  of  all  principality  and  power.  He  is 
Lord  of  all,  and  they  shall  be  for  ever  with  hiro, 
who  loved  them.  Death  is  swallowed  up  in 
victory.  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave, 
where  is  thy  victory  ?  The  sting  of  death  is  sin, 
and  the  strength  of  sin  is  the  law  ;  but  thanks  be 
to  God  which  giveth  us  the  victory,  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

The  prospect  of  such  blessings,  inconceivable 
in  their  full  extent  to  human  imagination,  may 
well  induce  us  to  examine  ourselves,  whether  we 
be  in  the  faith?  If  Jesus  Christ  be  not  in  us, 
then  we  are  "reprobates,"  unfit  to  live  aright, 
still  more  unfit  to  die.  But  if  we  be  in  Jesus, 
then  are  we  blest  in  time,  and  in  eternity.  For 
when  life  is  declining,  and  the  shadows  of  our 
evening  are  gradually  extending  along  our  path, 
then  may  we  look  upward,  and  with  holy  Stephen, 
behold  Jesus  standing  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
not  as  a  condemning  judge,  but  as  a  gracious 
mediator,  "having  entered  into  heaven  itself,  now 
tp  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us."  Amen. 
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May  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all  undei 
standing,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  knov 
ledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Chris 
our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty,  th 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  among: 
you  and  remain  with  you  always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Grant,  we  beseech  thee,  merciful  Lord,  to  thy 
faithful  people,  pardon  and  peace ;  that  they  may 
be  cleansed  from  all  their  sins,  and  serve  thee 
with  a  quiet  mind,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


Enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  servants,  O 
Lord,  for  in  thy  sight  shall  no  flesh  living  be  jus- 
tified. We  confess,  we  are  guilty  before  thee,  in 
whose  eyes  the  brightness  of  the  heaven  is  im- 
pure, and  who  chargest  thine  angels  with  folly. 
O  Lord,  we  have  been  ungrateful  for  mercies, 
thankless  for  providences,  unrebuked  by  chastise- 
ment, and  heedless  of  thine  impressive  admo- 
nitions. Amidst  all  thy  warnings,  how  slow  have 
we  been  to  return  unto  thee  and  to  repent.  Hea- 
venly Father,  we  now  come  before  thee,  with 
this  our  earnest  prayer.  Lord  be  merciful  to  us 
sinners.    O  God  of  all  mercy,  and  of  all  grace. 
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extend  these  blessed  attributes  towards  each  of 
us*  See,  O  God,  our  shield,  look  upon  us  in  the 
face  of  thine  anointed,  and  grant  that  through 
faith  in  Jesus'  name,  we  may  be  converted,  turned 
from  darkness  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan  unto  the  service  of  thee  the  living  God. 
Lord,  create  in  us  a  new  heart,  and  a  contrite 
spirit,  and  make  us  not  only  almost  but  altogether 
christians.  We  bless  thee  for  the  gospel  scheme 
of  salvation,  so  worthy  the  dignity  of  thy  cha- 
racter, and  so  suited  to  the  condition  of  perishing 
sinners.  We  bless  thee  that  thou  wast  in  Christ, 
reconciling  the  world  to  thyself,  and  not  imputing 
unto  men  their  trespasses,  and  that  to  us,  the 
word  of  salvation  has  been  sent.  May  the  earth 
be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the 
waters  cover  the  channel  of  the  sea.  May  the 
word  of  the  Lord  have  free  course  and  be  glorified. 
O  Lord,  do  thou  bless  for  this  important  object, 
the  labours  of  the  missionary,  who  leaves  his  home 
and  his  friends,  and  takes  up  his  cross  to  follow  his 
Lord.  Protect  him  in  danger,  preserve  him  from 
evil,  endow  him  with  thy  Holy  Spirit,  and  grant 
thy  blessing  u[Son  his  good  work.  Lord,  bless 
the  country  of  our  habitation,  let  our  sovereign 
the  Queen  reign  in  righteousness.  May  our 
nobles  be  exemplary  in  every  virtue ;  our  coun- 
cillors wise;  our  clergy  zealous;  our  people  grate- 
ful, and  may  all  ranks  willingly  unite,  to  promote 
the  cause  of  Jesus  and  of  his  church,  by  obedi- 
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ence  to  his  commands,  and  by  regard  to  those 
institutions  he  hath  appointed.  May  the  Holy 
Spirit  descend.  May  there  be  a  season  of  re- 
freshing from  thy  presence,  and  may  pardon, 
grace,  and  mercy,  be  our  portion,  in  the  ever 
blessed  Redeemer,  who,  while  on  earth,  taught 
us  thus  to  pray  :  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread  ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  St.  Luke^s  Gospel, 
4th  chapter,  from  the  16M  to  the  32nd  verse. 

And  he  came  to  Nazareth,  where  he  had  been  brought 
up  :  and,  as  his  custom  was,  he  went  into  the  synagogue 
on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  stood  up  for  to  read.  And  there 
was  delivered  unto  him  the  book  of  the  prophet  Esaias. 
And  when  he  had  opened  the  book,  he  found  the  place 
where  it  was  written,  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me, 
because  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the  gospel  to  the 
he  hath  sent  me  to  heal  the  broken-hearted,  to 
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preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  recovering  of  sight 
to  the  blind,  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised,  to 
preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord.    And  he  closed 
the  book,  and  he  gave  it  again  to  the  minister,  and  sat 
down.    And  the  eyes  of  all  them  that  were  in  the  syna- 
gogue were  fastened  on  him.   And  he  began  to  say  unto 
them,  This  day  is  this  scripture  fulfiUed  in  your  ears.  And 
all  bare  him  witness,  and  wondered  at  the  gracious  words 
which  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth.    And  they  said,  Is  not 
this  Joseph's  son  ?  And  he  said  unto  them.  Ye  will  surely 
say  unto  me  this  proverb.  Physician,  heal  thyself :  what- 
soever we  have  heard  done  in  Capernaum,  do  also  here  in 
thy  country.    And  he  said.  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  No  pro- 
phet is  accepted  in  his  own  coimtry.    But  I  tell  you  of  a 
truth,  many  widows  were  in  Israel  in  the  days  of  Elias, 
when  the  heaven  was  shut  up  three  years  and  six  months, 
when  great  famine  was  throughout  the  land ;  but  unto 
none  of  them  was  Elias  sent,  save  unto  Sarepta,  a  city  of 
Sidon,  unto  a  woman  that  was  a  widow.  And  many  lepers 
were  in  Israel  in  the  time  of  Eliseus  the  prophet;  and 
none  of  them  was  cleansed,  saving  Naaman  the  Syrian. 
And  all  they  in  the  synagogue  when  they  heard  these 
things,  were  filled  with  wrath,  and  rose  up,  and  thrust  him 
out  of  the  city,  and  led  him  unto  the  brow  of  the  hill 
whereon  their  city  was  built,  that  they  might  cast  him  down 
headlong.    But  he,  passing  through  the  midst  of  them, 
went  his  way,  and  came  down  to  Capernaum,  a  city  of 
Galilee,  and  taught  them  on  the  Sabbath  days.  And  they 
were  astonished  at  his  doctrine  ;  for  his  word  was  with 
power." 
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SERMON  LI. 

THE  BLESSINGS  OF  CHRIST'S  KINGDOM. 

In  the  book  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  the  35th 
chapter,  and  first  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

The  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  shall  be  glad 
for  them,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice,  and  blossom  as  the 
rose.'' 

The  inspired  prophet  evidently  intended  to 
impress  the  hearts  of  those  who  listened  to  his 
heavenly  message,  with  the  conviction,  that  a 
great  moral  change,  illustrated  by  a  beautiful  and 
natural  change,  was  to  prevail,  when  the  Messiah 
should  descend  from  on  high,  and  as  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness,  disperse  his  vivifying  and  genial 
rays,  to  animate  the  soul  of  man,  and  to  turn  him 
from  darkness  to  light.  To  the  advent  of  the 
Saviour,  patriarchs  and  prophets  alike  bear  wit- 
ness. It  is  a  theme  on  which  their  hallowed  an- 
ticipations delight  to  repose.  In  the  far  distance 
of  the  future,  they  knew  that  glory  was  about  to 
arise,  and  they  greatly  rejoiced  in  its  contempla- 
tion. 

Before  the  Saviour  descended  into  this  world, 
it  was,  as  to  love  to  God,  or  obedience  to  his  re- 
vealed will,  a  wilderness  and  solitary  place, — a  de- 
sert where  incorruption  sowed  the  seeds,  of  which 
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the  weeds,  the  briars,  and  the  thistles  of  sin, 
were  the  produce.  A  world,  wherein  all  were 
wandering  in  devious  and  uncertain  paths,  but 
not  one  of  which  led  to  a  reconciled  God.  At 
length,  that  period  which  holy  prophets  had  fore- 
told gradually  approached.  The  bright  star  of 
Bethel,  shining  in  the  dark  blue  sky,  at  last  shed 
its  rays  upon  the  humble  dwelling  wherein  the 
infant  Saviour  lay.  Angel  bands  assembled  to 
bear  witness  to  this  mystery  of  godliness,  God 
manifest  in  the  flesh,"  and  a  voice  from  heaven 
attested  in  audible  language,  "  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased." 

As  the  traveller  in  the  desert  and  solitary  place, 
sometimes  meets  with  a  refreshing  shade  imper- 
vious to  the  heat  of  day,  through  which  a  stream 
of  living  water  flows,  where  flowers  in  varied 
beauty  exhale  their  perfume,  and  fruits  in  rich 
abundance  supply  their  sweetest  stores  —  so  in 
this  world's  wilderness,  which  sin  hath  cursed 
with  its  withering  presence,  we  perceive  from  the 
time  of  the  Saviour's  descent,  a  happier  scene,  in 
which,  sheltered  from  the  burning  of  God's  wrath, 
we  can  listen  to  the  voice  of  mercy,  and  the  invi- 
tations of  the  gospel.  In  that  gospel,  the  water 
of  life  is  freely  offered  to  the  weary  and  heavy 
laden,  who,  as  thy  drink,  are  enriched  by  Divine 
grace  from  on  high,  producing  on  them  the  beauty 
of  a  heavenly  faith,  the  fruits  of  a  holy  life,  avoid- 
ance of  the  vices  and  follies  of  earth,  aspirations 
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after  a  walk  with  God,  and  an  elevation  of  heart 
unaffected  alike  by  the  blandishments  of  wealth 
and  luxury,  or  the  numerous  temptations  of  an 
humbler  state.    "  He  that  drinketh  of  the  water 
that  I  shall  give  him/'  saith  Jesus,    shall  never 
thirst,  but  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him,  shall  be  in 
him  a  well  of  water,  springing  up  into  everlasting 
life."    The  water  of  life  strengthens  for  duty. 
It  purifies  wholly.    It  clears  the  mental  vision. 
It  continually  reflects  the  image  of  Jesus  in  our 
soul,  and  so  beautiful  and  glorious  doth  that  image 
appear,  so  altogether  lovely,  that  it  wins  the 
Christian's  heart,  who  counts  all  things  but  loss 
if  deprived  of  the  unspeakable  riches  he  has  in 
his  Lord.    How  ardently  this  love  was  mani- 
fested in  them,  let  the  lives  of  the  holy  Apostles 
witness.    Perils  by  sea  and  by  land,  perils  by 
robbers  and  by  their  own  countrymen,  dangers, 
disease,  and  fiery  trials,  were  not  suflScient  to 
induce  them  to  forsake  that  cause,  which  in  sin- 
cerity they  had  embraced,  and  from  which  no 
earthly  power  could  separate  them.    The  love  of 
Jesus  reigned  in  their  hearts,  and  raised  them  to 
heaven.    They  desired  no  earthly  reward.  They 
longed  for  scenes  of  peace  in  that  abode,  whither 
their  Lord  had  gone  before  to  prepare  a  place  for 
them.    Habited  in  the  robes  of  the  Redeemer's 
righteousness,  washed  in  his  precious  blood,  the 
living  water  of  spiritual  life  vivifying  their  hearts, 
they  desired  to  mingle  in  the  hymn  of  praise 
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which  angels  celebrate,  and  of  that  hymn  we 
know  the  words,  "  Alleluia,  salvation,  and  glory, 
and  honour,  and  power,  unto  the  Lord  our  God." 
These  holy  men,  —  these  messengers  of  glad 
tidings, — these  servants  of  Grod,  remembering  that 
at  one  time,  they  were  even  as  others,  hasten  to 
make  others  as  they ;  and  fraught  with  the  gospel 
of  grace,  go  forward  on  their  glorious  mission 
with  a  Saviour's  blessing.  They  go  forth  teach- 
ing all  nations,  and  baptising  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

Under  gospel  light,  the  moral  darkness  that 
overshadows  mankind  disappears.  The'  wilder- 
ness and  the  solitary  place  become  glad,  the 
desert  rejoices  and  blossoms  as  the  rose." 

It  was  not  long  before  our  happy  island  was 
visited  with  the  tidings  of  great  joy.  Previously 
it  was  indeed  "  a  solitary  place  and  a  wilderness," 
in  which  a  cruel  and  gross  superstition  universally 
prevailed.  From  imperial  Rome,  holy  men  at 
length  landed  on  our  shores.  The  gospel  was 
proclaimed,  and  although  afterwards  the  devices 
of  man  endeavoured  to  obscure  the  fulness  of 
Christ,  still  God  never  forsook  his  Israel,  and  as 
the  pillar  of  fire  and  of  cloud  was  a  pledge  to  God's 
favoured  people,  that  the  arm  of  the  Almighty 
was  ever  around  them,  directing  and  guarding 
them,  as  long  as  they  honoured  his  laws,  so  be  it 
ever  felt  by  us,  that  the  more  sincerely  God  is 
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worshipped,  and  the  name  of  Jesus  honoured  in 
our  land,  we  have  the  most  secure  pledges  for 
individual  and  national  happiness.  **  Righteous- 
ness alone  exalteth  a  nation,  sin  is  a  reproach  to 
any  people." 

Whilst  in  all  respects,  we  have  been  so  highly 
favoured,  let  each  of  us  examine  his  own  heart, 
if  he  zealously  support  those  institutions,  which 
God  hath  more  especially  appointed  for  his  wor- 
ship, and  glory,  and  the  spiritual  and  eternal 
benefit  of  the  British  nation.  Does  her  church, 
whose  brilliant  roll  of  great  and  learned  names, 
alike  distinguished  for  piety  and  benevolence,  re- 
ceive your  prayers  for  her  prosperity  and  increase? 
Do  you  shew  yourselves  on  the  Lord^s  side  ?  As 
through  that  church  the  masses  of  ignorance  and 
crime  at  home,  and  the  frightful  amount  of  super- 
stition and  idolatry  abroad,  can  with  the  Divine 
blessing  be  effectually  changed,  do  you  at  a 
throne  of  grace  entreat,  that  her  missionaries  and 
ministers  may  successfully  pursue  their  heaven- 
ward-way, as  the  glad  heralds  of  salvation,  where- 
soever the  moral  desert  has  not  yet  altered  its 
cheerless  character,  where  no  flowers  of  holiness 
have  yet  been  seen  to  bloom  ? 

If  such  be  your  christian  wishes,  if  such  be 
your  sincere  petitions,  if  you  have  known  Christ  as 
your  Saviour,  through  whom  alone,  by  the  sancti- 
fying agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  such  a  change 
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can  be  affected, — favoured  disciples  I  still  go  for- 
ward on  your  happy  way  rejoicing. 

But  to  those  who  know  God,  only  as  a  God  at  a 
distance,  who  have  never  inquu*ed,  What  is  a  man 
profited,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his 
own  soul?  If  careless  of  the  holiness  of  God, 
they  continue  in  sin  and  in  disobedience  to  his 
laws,  rejecting  and  despising  the  communications 
of  his  grace,  God  thus  speaks  to  them^  And  if 
you  will  not  for  all  this  hearken  unto  me,  but 
walk  contrary  unto  me;  then  I  will  walk  contrary 
unto  you  also  in  fury,  and  I,  even  I,  will  chastise 
you  seven-fold  for  your  sins." 

Yet  at  present  you  are  not  left  without  hope. 
God  is  still  willing  to  be  gracious.  Repent  of 
your  iniquities,  and  deeply  lament  your  trans- 
gressions against  the  best  and  kindest,  and  most 
long-suffering  of  beings.  Humbled  at  the  thoughts 
of  your  own  unworthiness,  come  unto — believe  in 
Jesus.  Observe  his  willingness  to  descend  from 
heaven  to  you  —  and  meet  it  by  your  willingness 
to  rise  from  earth  to  him.  In  Jesus  you  have 
riches  for  all  your  poverty —  purity  for  all  your 
pollution. 

There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood. 

Drawn  from  Emanuers  veins ; 
And  sinners  pltmged  beneath  its  flood. 

Lose  all  their  guilty  stains. 

Come  then  unto  Jesus,  and  be  ye  saved.  His 
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grace  is  suflScient.  His  strength  is  made  perfect 
in  weakness.  His  blood  is  still  as  atoning  as 
when  it  flowed  while  he  suffered  on  the  cross. 
All  who  now'^believe  in  and  accept  him,  shall  ex- 
perience blessings  invaluable,  pure,  eternal ;  and 
thus  the  moral  wilderness,  and  once  solitary  place 
shall  be  glad,  and  the  desert  shall  rejoice  and 
blossom  as  the  rose.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of  Grod 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  al- 
ways. Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Lord,  we  beseech  thee  to  keep  thy  household  the 
church  in  continual  godliness ;  that  through  thy 
protection  it  may  be  free  from  all  adversities,  and 
devoutly  given  to  serve  thee  in  good  works,  to  the 
glory  of  thy  name,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


Jehovah  reigneth,  let  the  earth  be  glad,  and  the 
multitude  of  the  isles  rejoice.  Thou  art,  O  God, 
clothed  with  majesty.  Worship,  honour,  blessing, 
and  praise,  belong  unto  thee.  In  that  bright 
heaven,  thy  holy  habitation,  one  continued  hymn 
of  adoration  ascends  to  thee  for  ever  and  ever. 
Lord,  teach  us  how  to  pray.  We  are  sinners,  but 
thou  hast  wrought  salvation.  We  have  been 
slaves  to  iniquity,  but  thou  hast  found  a  Deliverer. 
We  were  rebels  to  thee,  our  king,  but  thou  hast 
proclaimed  pardon.  Well  may  our  hearts  burn 
within  us,  as  we  think  of  thy  love,  in  the  holy 
Jesus,  who  died  for  the  guilty  children  of  men. 
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By  the  merits  of  our  exalted  Redeemer,  we  now 
approach  thy  throne  of  grace.  For  his  sake,  0 
Lord,  wash  away  our  sins.  O  regenerate  us.  Grant 
that  his  holy  example,  through  grace  given  unto 
us  by  the  Spirit,  may  be  the  object  of  our  admi- 
ration and  imitation,  as  long  as  we  live.  Through 
Jesus,  may  we  come  unto  thee,  and  share  in 
eternal  life.  Enkindle  our  hearts  by  fire  from 
thine  holy  altar.  Illume  them  with  light  from 
above,  ai^d  whether  thou  subduest  them  to  thyself 
by  a  direct  application,  by  a  glow  of  gratitude,  or 
a  glimpse  of  glory,  let  our  corruption  be  changed, 
our  darkness  be  turned  to  light,  our  faith  increased, 
and  thy  name  honoured.  O  Lord,  pour  down  the 
spirit  of  piety  and  prayer  upon  the  ministers  of 
thy  church.  Be  a  wall  of  fire  around  thy  Zion, 
and  may  all  her  enemies  be  rebuked  and  ashamed. 
Lord,  may  our  sovereign  the  Queen  reign  in  right- 
eousness. May  senators  have  thy  fear  in  their 
hearts,  and  all  the  people  be  glad  in  thee.  May 
human  sorrow  and  sufiering  be  soothed  by  thee, 
who  alone  can  change  sorrow  into  holy  joy.  Lord, 
continue  thy  manifold  mercies  unto  us,  and  while 
we  thus  address  to  thee  our  prayers,  may  our 
willing  tribute  of  adoration,  gratitude,  and  love  be 
accepted,  through  the  blessed  Redeemer,  our  Lord 
and  our  Saviour,  who  while  on  earth  taught  his 
disciples  thus  to  pray, — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
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on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us  ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

» 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  the  Epistle  of 
Saint  James,  the  5th  chapter,  beginning  at  the  6th 
verse  : 

"Be  ye  also  patient;  stablish  your  hearts;  for  the 
coming  of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh.  Grudge  not  one 
against  another,  brethren,  lest  ye  be  condemned  ;  behold 
the  judge  standeth  before  the  door.  Take,  my  brethren, 
the  prophets,  who  have  spoken  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
for  an  example  of  suffering  affliction,  and  of  patience. 
Behold,  we  count  them  happy  which  endure.  Ye  have 
heard  of  the  patience  of  Job,  and  have  seen  the  end  of 
the  Lord ;  that  the  Lord  is  very  pitiful,  and  of  tender 
mercy.  But  above  all  things,  my  brethren,  swear  not ; 
neither  by  heaven,  neither  by  the  earth,  neither  by  any 
other  oath  :  but  let  your  yea  be  yea ;  and  your  nay,  nay  ; 
lest  ye  fall  into  condemnation.  Is  any  among  you 
afflicted?  let  .  him  pray.  Is  any  merry?  let  him  sing 
psalms.  Is  any  sick  among  you  ?  let  him  call  for  the 
elders  of  the  church ;  and  let  them  pray  over  him,  anoint- 
ing him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  :  and  the  prayer 
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of  faith  shall  save  the  sick,  and  the  Lord  shall  raise  him 
up ;  and  if  he  have  committed  sins,  they  shall  be  foigiven 
him.  Confess  your  faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  one  for 
another,  that  ye  may  be  healed.  The  effectual  fervent 
prayer  of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much.  Elias  was  a 
man  subject  to  like  passions  as  we  are,  and  he  prayed 
earnestly  that  it  might  not  rain  ;  and  it  rained  not  on  the 
earth  by  the  space  of  three  years  and  six  months.  And 
he  prayed  again,  and  the  heaven  gave  rain,  and  the  earth 
brought  forth  her  fruit.  Brethren,  if  any  of  you  do  err  from 
the  truth,  and  one  convert  him ;  let  him  know,  that  he 
which  converteth  a  sinner  from  the  error  of  ^  his  way,  shall 
save  a  soul  from  death,  and  shall  hide  a  multitude  of  sins." 


SERMON  LII. 

ON  PRAYER. 

In  Saint  Luke's  Gospel^  Wth  chapter,  and  \st 
verse,  it  is  thus  written : 

And  it  came  to  pass  that  as  he  veas  praying  in  a  cer- 
tain place,  when  he  ceased,  one  of  his  disciples  said  unto 
him.  Lord,  teach  us  to  pray." 

When  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  his  dis- 
ciples. Lord,  teach  us  to  pray,"  Jesus  taught 
them  the  Lord  s  prayer,  although  he  evidently  in- 
tended it  to  be  the  form  they  should  most  fre- 
quently adopt,  he  did  not  mean  to  limit  them  to 
its  use  exclusively,  but  repeated  it  as  an  example, 
in  the  spirit,  and  after  the  manner  of  which,  they 
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were  to  come  before  a  throne  of  grace.  Indeed, 
at  a  subsequent  period  of  the  apostles'  history, 
when  it  might  be  supposed  their  true  knowledge 
of  Christ  was  more  accurate,  he  tells  them, 
hitherto  ye  have  asked  nothing."  A  time  was 
approaching,  when  petitions  the  most  full  and 
comprehensive,  would  be  fully  and  comprehen- 
sively answered;  the  gifts  the  disciples  had  hither- 
to received,  were  as  nothing,  in  comparison  to  the 
rich  blessings  to  be  bestowed  upon  them,  at  the 
outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  as  an  attitude 
of  prayer  and  heartfelt  devotion,  is  one  of  the 
most  appropriate  for  receiving  the  Holy  Spirit's 
influence,  men  are  exhorted  always  to  pray,  and 
in  every  thing  to  make  their  requests  known  unto 
God. 

Observe  from  the  words  of  the  text,  that 
when  requested  by  his  disciples,  our  Saviour  wil- 
lingly acceded  to  their  wishes.  He  taught  them 
how  to  pray.  Let  us  also  implore  of  him  grace  to 
assist  us  in  this  duty. 

Prayer  peculiarly  becomes  those  who  pro- 
fess the  religion  of  Jesus.  Approaching  the 
throne  of  grace  in  that  ever  acceptable  name, 
the  Almighty  listens  to  each  humble  but  ear- 
nest entreaty.  He  loves  petitioners  to  come 
to  hith,  even  with  large  expectations.  He  be- 
holds with  interest  their  anxiety  and  earnestness, 
and  as  the  hallowed  blessing  was  bestowed  on 
Israel,  when  he  exclaimed,  "  I  will  not  let  thee 
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go  until  thou  bless  me  so  constant  prayers  for 
grace  and  mercy  through  the  Saviour^s  merits  shall 
gain  at  length  for  the  believer,  an  abundant 
blessing  from  on  high. 

It  is  the  duty  of  men  ''always  to  pray;"  to 
declare  their  inability  to  do  any  thing  aright,  as  of 
themselves ;  to  ask  forgiveness  of  sin,  and  grate- 
fuUy  to  acknowledge  spiritual,  and  temporal  mer- 
cies. If  such  prayer  be  sincere,  confession  of 
sin  will  teach  humility.  Godly  fear  will  cause 
circumspection.  Entreating  for  pardon,  will 
more  clearly  exhibit  God's  love  in  Jesus.  Prayer 
especially  becomes  a  christian,  as  exemplified  by 
his  Saviour,  as  in  obedience  to  his  command,  and 
as  one  of  the  seals  of  his  service.  Frequent  visits 
before  the  throne  of  grace,  indicate  the  delight 
and  advantage  believers  feel,  in  approaching  their 
Father  in  heaven,  who  is  the  hearer  of  prayer, 
and  who  never  will  forsake  those  who  draw  near 
unto  him  as  a  reconciled  God.  Prayer  invigo- 
rates,  in  an  extaordinary  manner,  alike  for  resist- 
ing the  temptations,  and  for  enduring  the  trials  of 
life.  It  strengthens  us  for  sacred  duty  to  God,  and 
for  friendly  offices  to  our  fellow-men.  There  are 
prayers,  however,  occasionally,  perhaps  frequent- 
ly, addressed  to  God,  of  a  different  character,  and 
having  different  effects.  The  Bible  alludes  to 
those  who  draw  near  to  God  with  their  lips,  but 
whose  hearts  are  far  from  him.  Such  offerings  of 
vanity  can  never  be  beneficial  to  the  soul ;  these 
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are  sacrifices  of  unhallowed  things,  which  the 
Lord  will  not  accept,  and  which  bring  down  upon 
them  a  curse,  but  never,  never  a  blessing.  May 
we  be  guarded  from  prayers  so  offensive  and  so 
dangerous. 

Holy  communion  with  God  may  be  enjoyed  by 
the  christian  in  private,  in  social,  and  in  public 
prayer. 

A  pious  divine  hath  remarked,  that  a  golden 
thread  of  heart-prayer  must  run  through  the  web 
of  the  whole  christian  life."  There  is  no  situation 
from  whence  a  soul-felt  aspiration  after  God  may 
not  ascend.  The  more  we  love  him,  the  more  we 
will  think  of  him,  and  such  a  feeling  abiding 
within  us,  is  a  true  token  of  christian  life  in  our 
soul.  Quicken  us,"  saith  the  Psalmist,  and 
we  will  call  upon  thy  name." 

The  christian  also  delights  to  address  his  God 
in  social,  or  family  prayer.  He  recollects  the  rich 
and  abounding  promise  of  his  Lord,  "  Where  two 
or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there 
am  I  in  the  midst  of  them."  If  he  consider  it  a 
privilege  to  retire  to  his  chamber,  within  it  to 
commune  with  his  Creator,  and  to  pray  for  those 
who  are  dear  to  him,  that  they  may  be  preserved 
from  every  evil  way,  and  that  they  may  know  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  he  cannot  consistently  re- 
fuse with  them  to  rear  the  domestic  altar,  and  to 
consecrate  it  before  his  assembled  household. 
He  willingly  dedicates  all  he  has  to  Jehovah. 
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His  language  is,  "  As  for  me  and  my  house,  we 
will  serve  the  Lord."  With  such  a  band  of  humble 
worshippers,  the  Lord  delighteth  to  dwell.  Bles- 
sed are  all  they  who  truly  seek  him.*'  They 
need  fear  ^*  no  evil,*'  who  lean  on  the  arm  of 
Omnipotence. 

The  christian  rejoices  in  public  devotion,  and  in 
the  divine  service  of  God's  holy  temple. 

Within  Grod  s  Temple  the  Christian  unites  his 
petitions  with  those  of  his  brethren  around,  as, 
with  an  humble  voice,  he  approaches  the  throne 
of  the  heavenly  Grace,  confessing  that  he  has 
followed  too  much  the  devices  and  desires  of 
his  own  heart,  and  hath  offended  against  God's 
holy  laws.  But  he  is  led  to  the  source  of  mercy- 
He  is  assured  that  God,  the  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  desireth  not  the  death  of  a  sinner. 
He  asks  of  God  true  repentance,  and  his  Holy 
Spirit,  that  the  rest  of  his  life  may  be  pure  and 
holy,  so  that  in  the  end  he  may  come  to  eternal 
joy,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  his  Lord. 
In  the  beautiful  liturgy  of  the  church,  his  heart 
finds  peace  and  holy  joy.  He  delights  in  it,  and 
in  all  the  services  of  God*s  house,  which  is  ever 
very  dear  to  his  soul.  It  is  the  beautiful  house 
wherein  his  fathers  worshipped,  wherein  they 
repeated  those  very  prayers  and  confessions  he 
now  presents.  Here  he  was  taught  his  early  les- 
sons of  piety,  here  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation 
reached  his  youthful  ear.    Grateful  for  his  spiri- 
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tual  blessings,  his  soul  ascends  with  the  sacred 
anthem,  as  it  ascends  in  sweetest  harmony  to  hea- 
ven, I  was  glad,  when  they  said  unto  me.  Let  us 
go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.  Our  feet  shall  stand 
within  thy  gates,  O  Jerusalem.  As  the  mountains 
are  round  about  Jerusalem,  so  the  Lord  is  round 
about  his  people,  from  henceforth,  even  for  ever.'* 

Let  it  be  remembered,  however,  that  prayer  not 
only  includes  petitions  for  spiritual  gifts  and 
graces,  directly  from  the  hand  of  God,  but  also 
that  he  will  bless  our  humble  efforts  for  improve- 
ment, both  in  spiritual  and  temporal  things.  We 
must  be  up  and  doing,  as  well  as  watching  and 
praying.  Joshua  must  fight  in  the  valley,  while 
the  hands  of  Israel's  leader  are  uplifted  and  sup- 
ported, as  he  prays  on  the  neighbouring  eminence. 
While  we  ask  that  it  may  be  given,  we  must 
knock,  that  it  may  be  opened ;  for  in  every  way 
that  we  increase  our  dependance  upon  Jehovah, 
the  more  we  shall  adore  his  character, — the  more 
rejoice  in  his  mercy  and  his  love. 

Our  blessed  Redeemer  prayed  in  the  wilderness, 
in  the  garden,  and  on  the  cross,  and  such  prayers 
were  these,  that  angels  were  drawn  down  from 
heaven,  to  minister  unto  him.  Jesus  also  gra- 
ciously announced  to  mankind,  the  only  medium 
of  prayer's  acceptance ;  even  by  Him  whom  the 
Father  heareth  always.  His  name,  alone,  can 
make  our  prayers  acceptable.  For  as  Aaron  was 
not  permitted  to  approach  the  mercy  seat,  with- 


628      Twenty -second  Sunday  aflei'  Trinity. 

out  an  offering  for  sin ;  so  we  can  approach  the 
eternal  throne  for  pardon  only  by  the  imputed 
righteousness  of  Jesus,  as  we  also  earnestly  entreat 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  not  only  as  necessary 
to  our  praying  aright,  but  that  we  may  know  our 
prayers  are  truly  spiritual. 

Prayer,  communion  with  God,  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, and  a  living  faith,  make  the  christian  rich 
indeed!  How  exalted  and  happy  his  life  of 
piety !  while  at  the  solemn  hour  of  death,  whether 
his  fate  be  to  lean  over  the  expiring  sigh  of  those 
whom  he  loves, — and  he  who  truly  marks  the  ra- 
vages of  death,  knows  well, 

"  How  fast  has  brother  followed  brother, 
From  sunshine,  to  the  sunless  land !" 

Or  whether  he  be  himself  Death's  first  victim, 
holy  prayer  will  turn  the  tyrant  s  dart,  for  it  shall 
never  injure  the  heart  that  is  in  sacred  communion 
with  its  God.  True,  that  heart  may  cease  to 
beat,  but  the  soul  is  then  in  heaven. 

May  prayer,  and  the  other  high  and  holy  privi- 
leges of  Christianity,  be  at  all  times  truly  valued 
by  us,  strengthening  us  for  every  duty  upon 
earth,  and,  through  grace,  preparing  us  for  the 
blessed  conrpany  of  the  redeemed  in  heaven,  who 
evermore  ascribe  the  kingdom,  power  and  glory, 
to  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  blessed  for 
ever.  Amen. 

May  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  know- 
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ledge  and  love  of  God»  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord  ;  and  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you 
always.  Amen. 
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TWENTY-THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  TRINITY. 


Let  us  pray. 

O  God,  our  refuge  and  strength,  who  art  the 
Author  of  all  godliness  ;  be  ready,  we  beseech 
thee,  to  hear  the  devout  prayers  of  thy  church ; 
and  grant  that  those  things  which  we  ask  faithfully, 
we  may  obtain  effectually,  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 

King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  to  whom 
should  we  come  but  unto  thee,  our  gracious 
Creator,  our  heavenly  Preserver,  our  Father  and 
our  Friend  ?  We  owe  every  blessing  to  thy  bounty. 
But  while  enjoying  thy  abundant  goodness,  how 
forgetful  have  we  been  of  thee !  We  acknowledge 
that  to  the  sins  of  our  corrupt  nature,  we  have  ad- 
ded many  offences  against  thee  by  our  wicked 
works.  Against  thee,  thee  only  have  we  sinned, 
and  done  evil  in  thy  sight.  Yet  our  sinful  aliena- 
tion from  thee  hath  not  induced  thee  to  withdraw 
thy  surpassing  kindness  towards  us,  since  thou 
didst  deliver  up  to  the  death  for  us,  thine  only 
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begotten  Son.  The  King  of  angels  died  for  guilty 
men,  thus  reconciling  thy  mercy  and  thy  justice. 
Now,  confessing  our  sins,  and  turning  from  them 
to  thee,  may  we  rejoice  in  our  high  privileges 
through  the  Redeemer.  May  we  abide  in  him, 
and  may  we  love  him  who  first  loved  us.  May 
we  earnestly  pray  for,  and  fully  receive  the  Spirit 
of  all  grace.  Living  in  holy  communion  with 
thee,  may  we  enjoy  clearer  views  of  thy  character, 
and  more  ardent  love  for  thy  service,  so  that  we 
may  strive  to  walk  in  newness  of  life,  and  holiness 
before  thee.  Blot  out  all  our  past  sins,  O  Lord, 
we  pray  thee.  Raise  us  to  the  dignity  of  thy  true 
children.  May  we  remember  Jesus,  as  our  great 
example,  and  prove  our  love  to  him  by  keeping 
his  commandments.  Blessed  Saviour !  who  didst 
weep  over  the  grave  of  Lazarus,  and  didst  shed 
thy  heavenly  tears  for  devoted  Jerusalem,  be  thou 
the  consolation  of  the  afflicted,  the  refuge  of  the 
mourner,  and  the  hope  of  the  dying.  O  protect 
and  guard  thy  church  ;  may  she  be  evangelical  in 
her  doctrines,  pure  in  her  character,  and  protected 
of  thee  from  all  her  enemies.  May  she  arise  out 
of  the  furnace  more  vigorous  than  ever,  her  white 
garments  being  unsullied  by  its  fierceness. 

Heavenly  Father,  we  pray  thee  to  bless  our 
friends,  forgive  our  enemies,  and  be  thou  our 
portion  in  the  holy  Redeemer,  who,  while  on 
earth,  taught  us  thus  to  pray, — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
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thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  Saint  Johns  First 
Epistle,  the  2nd  chapter,  from  the  1 verse. 

"  Little  children,  it  is  the  last  time :  and  as  ye  have  heard 
that  antichrist  shall  come,  even  now  are  there  many  anti- 
christs ;  whereby  we  know  that  it  is  the  last  time.  They 
went  out  from  us,  but  they  were  not  of  us ;  for  if  they 
had  been  of  us,  they  would  no  doubt  have  continued 
with  us :  but  they  went  out,  that  they  might  be  made 
manifest  that  they  were  not  all  of  us.  But  ye  have  an 
unction  from  the  Holy  One,  and  ye  know  all  things.  I  ha?e 
not  written  unto  you  because  ye  know  not  the  truth,  but 
because  ye  know  it,  and  that  no  he  is  of  the  truth.  Who 
is  a  liar,  but  he  that  denieth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ  ?  He 
is  antichrist,  that  denieth  the  Father  and  the  Son.  Who- 
soever denieth  the  Son,  the  same  hath  not  the  Father :  but 
he  that  acknowledgeth  the  Son,  hath  the  Father  also.  Let 
that  therefore  abide  in  you  which  ye  have  heard  from  the 
beginning.  If  that  which  ye  have  heard  from  the  begin- 
ning shall  remain  in  you,  ye  also  shall  continue  in  the 
8on>  and  in  the  Father.    And  this  is  the  promise  that  he 
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hath  promised  us,  even  eternal  life.  These  things  have  I 
written  unto  you  concerning  them  that  seduce  you.  But 
the  anointings  which  ye  have  received  of  him,  abideth  ia 
you ;  and  ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  you :  but  as  the 
same  anointing  teacheth  you  of  all  things,  and  is  truth, 
and  is  no  lie,  and  even  as  it  hath  taught  you,  ye  shall 
abide  in  him.  And  now,  little  children,  abide  in  him,  that 
when  he  shall  appear,  we  may  have  confidence,  and  not  be 
ashamed  before  him  at  his  coming.  If  ye  know  that  he 
is  righteous,  ye  know  that  every  one  that  doeth  righteous- 
ness is  bom  of  him." 


SERMON  LIII. 

JESUS  AT  THE  GRAVE  OF  LAZARUS. 

In  Saint  John's  Gospel,  the  Wth  chapter ,  and 
35th  verse,  it  is  thus  written: 

Jesus  wept" 

The  village  of  Bethany  was  situated  about  two 
miles  from  Jerusalem.  It  was  the  residence  of  a 
very  holy  and  a  very  happy  family ;  and  when  the 
ministrations  of  our  Lord  led  him  to  that  village, 
with  that  family  he  generally  abode.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  friendship  existing  between  Jesus 
and  its  members,  originated  at  a  very  early  period 
of  Christ's  sojourn  upon  earth,  and  that  as  soon  as 
he  commenced  his  public  teaching,  they  were 
amongst  the  earliest  converts  to  the  true  faith. 
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Although  the  name  of  Lazarus  be  connected  widi 
one  of  the  most  prominent  miracles  of  the  New 
Testament,  no  opportunity  is  afforded  us  of  judg- 
ing of  his  religious  sentiments,  by  any  expressions 
of  his,  recorded  in  the  inspired  writings ;  but  that 
these  were  eminently  exalted,  is  undeniable,  for 
Jesus  'Moved  him."  Martha  and  Mary,  the 
listers  of  Lazarus,  had  also  been  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent enlightened  by  a  knowledge  of  the  power 
and  character  of  the  Saviour.  Martha  evinced 
such  knowledge,  in  her  conversation  with  Jesus, 
when  she  declares,  I  believe  that  thou  art  the 
Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  which  should  come  into 
the  world:"  and  Mary  evinced  her  devotion  to 
the  Saviour,  in  the  warmth  of  her  affection,  as  she 
anointed  the  feet  of  Jesus,  and  wiped  them  with 
her  hair.  A  similar  mark  of  devotion  on  another 
occasion,  and  by  another  individual,  having  been 
received  by  our  Lord  as  a  recognition  of  his  holy 
and  Divine  character,  Mary's  name  is  here  re- 
corded in  Scripture,  as  an  eminent  example  of 
sincere  faith,  piety,  and  love.  Some  writers  have 
supposed,  that  Lazarus  and  his  sisters,  were  the 
chief  persons  in  Bethany,  and  the  principal  family 
resident  there,  a  large  portion  of  that  village  being 
their  inheritance,  but  happily  as  they  lived,  they 
are  not  exempted  from  the  common  distresses 
of  humanity.  The  brother  of  Martha  and  Mary 
is  sick.  To  console  and  relieve  him,  they  naturally 
remember  Jesus,  in  whom  they  confided  as  a 
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friend,  and  the  celebrity  of  \sbose  miracles  of 
healing  throughout  Judea,  was  every  where  ac- 
knowledged. Messengers  are  therefore  sent  to 
the  Saviour,  with  the  simple^  but  to  friendship, 
an  appeal  the  most  powerful,  He  whom  thou 
lovest  is  sick." 

The  sisters  thought,  that  nothing  could  prevent 
the  friend  of  Lazarus  hastening  to  the  couch  of 
affliction,  that  his  heavenly  influence  might  be 
shewn,  in  behalf  of  their  suffering  brother.  The 
disciples  also  join  in  the  very  natural  supposition, 
and  both  they  and  the  messenger  of  the  afflicted 
relatives,  must  have  been  astonished,  when  instead 
of  immediately  fulfilling  their  ardent  wishes,  Jesus 
prefers  to  abide  "two  days"  in  the  place  where 
he  was, — a  decision  soon  followed  by  the  em- 
phatic words,  **  Lazarus  is  dead."  The  narra- 
tive thus  affords  a  truly  impressive  lesson  to  God'a 
people  at  all  times,  teaching  that  he  knows  best 
not  only  what  is  most  beneficial  for  them,  but 
when  it  is  most  for  their  spiritual  advantage  to  be 
granted  in  answer  to  their  desires.  With  the 
weeping  sisters,  all  of  us  may  well  sympathise. 
The  happy  family  circle  has  been  visited  by  dis- 
ease, and  one  of  its  members  is  now  absent;  th6 
voice  of  kindness  is  hushed;  the  words  of  af- 
fection unheard ;  the  eyes  that  told  so  truly 
the  warmth  of  the  heart  that  animated  them,  are 
closed*  This, — this  is  death,  and  it  is  a  picture 
but  too  faithful  of  every  household,  how  closely 
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soever  linked  by  affection,  and  how  long  soever 
its  inmates  may  have  enjoyed  an  almost  celestial 
happiness.  Neighbour  after  neighbour  has  been 
carried  to  the  grave  ;  frequently  have  the  mourners 
gone  about  the  streets — at  length  death  knocks  at 
the  door  of  that  pious  family  also,  and  will  not  be 
denied  admittance.  Regardless  of  the  entreaties 
of  love,  he  hurries  away  his  victim  to  the  tomb, 
and  the  once  closely  endeared  friends  are  now 
severed  for  ever !  No.  Not  for  ever !  Each  tear 
has  been  marked  by  an  eye  unseen.  Every 
prayer  has  been  listened  to  by  an  ear  invisible. 
A  happy  reunion  awaits  believers  in  Jesus,  When 
this  corruptible  shall  put  on  incorruption,  and  this 
mortal  immortality,  then  shall  be  brought  to  pass 
the  saying.  Death  is  swallowed  up  in  victory. 
Thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us  the  victory, 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

When  the  sisters  of  Lazarus  were  in  distress, 
they  addressed  their  prayer  to  the  Saviour,  and 
although  he  did  not  grant  their  petition  imme- 
diately, in  due  time  he  realised  more  to  them  than 
they  had  hoped  or  anticipated.  Are  we  in  sor- 
row ?  Let  us  address  our  prayer  and  petition  to 
Jesus.  He  sympathises  in  all  our  afflictions.  It 
is  his  alone  to  mitigate  our  suffering,  and  at  length 
to  cause  it  to  produce  the  fruits  of  resignation, 
humility,  and  faith.  Be  it  ours,  tp  receive  him  in 
our  hearts,  with  affection  as  sincere  as  that  of 
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Mary  and  Martha,  and  we  too  shall  experience  his 
love,  and  bear  witness  to  his  power. 

Jesus,  followed  by  his  disciples,  at  length  re- 
visits the  village  of  Bethany.  His  arrival  is  im- 
mediately known.  Martha  hastens  to  embrace 
her  Lord,  to  narrate  to  him  all  the  circumstances 
of  her  brother's  death,  as  she  expects,  in  the  sym- 
pathy of  Jesus,  to  find  relief  to  her  afflicted  spirit. 
Their  conversation  at  once  assumes  a  character  of 
deepest  interest.  It  proves  the  correct  views 
Martha  entertained  of  the  dignity  and  power  of 
Jesus.  It  also  contains  his  blessed  declaration,  at 
once  the  hope  and  the  consolation  of  the  suffer- 
ing believer,  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life, 
he  that  believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead,  yet 
shall  he  live." 

Mary  now  joins  the  solemn  procession,  and  with 
Jesus  and  his  disciples,  followed  by  many  of  the 
Jews,  they  walk  onward  to  the  tomb  of  Lazarus. 
It  was  a  cave,  and  a  stone  lay  upon  it !  One  only 
of  all  that  company,  the  God  of  the  living,  knew 
what  the  result  of  his  visit  thither  would  be. 
Still  even  with  that  knowledge,  he  melted  at  the 
remembrance  of  former  friendship,  and  sorrowing 
sisters,  and  the  symbols  of  woe  so  prevalent 
around,  "  Jesus  wept."  He  now  approaches  the 
tomb  :  "  then  they  took  away  the  stone  from  the 
place  where  the  dead  was  laid  ;  and  Jesus  lifted 
up  his  eyes,  and  said.  Father,  I  thank  thee  that 
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thou  hast  heard  me,  and  I  knew  that  thou  hearest 
me  always,  but  because  of  the  people  that  stand 
by  I  said  it,  that  they  may  believe  that  thou  bast 
sent  me,  and  when  he  had  thus  spoken,  he  cried 
with  a  loud  voice,  Lazarus,  come  forth  ;  and 
he  that  was  dead  came  forth." 

No  language  can  add  to  the  power  of  these 
words,  no  proof  can  be  stronger  of  the  Divinity  of 
him  who  uttered  them.  Jesus,  the  same  to-day, 
yesterday,  and  for  ever  I 

Wonderful  as  the  miracle  is,  which  the  sacred 
Scriptures  thus  record,  how  truly  did  many  of  the 
on-lookers  realise  the  words  of  Abraham  in  the 
parable.  ''They  will  not  be  persuaded,  though 
one  rose  from  the  dead for  although  certain  of 
those  who  saw  this  miracle  were  converted,  the 
greater  number  were  enfuriated  against  him  who  per- 
formed it.  Hastening  to  his  inveterate  foes,  those 
unbelievers  induced  them  to  propose  measures  of 
immitigated  hostility  against  Jesus.  It  is  thus 
with  the  men  of  the  world.  Christ  when  he 
mercifully  turns  a  soul  from  darkness  to  light, 
performs  a  miracle  of  grace;  but  when  he  who 
was  formerly  unregenerated,  displays  the  vitality 
of  Christianity,  does  not  the  world  scoff  and 
scorn  and  deride  ?  Do  not  numerous  enemies 
league  themselves  against  him,  and  insult  the 
service  of  the  Holy  One  ? 

To. raise  men  from  spiritual  death,  to  reconcile 
them  to  God,  Jesus  came,  and  wept,  and  suffered. 
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descended  into  the  grave^  and  arose  the  irresistible 
conqueror  of  sin  and  death.  The  advantages 
of  that  triumph  he  is  willing  to  share  with  all  who 
will  turn  from  the  evil  of  their  ways,  and  come 
unto  him,  that  they  may  have  eternal  life.  But 
observe  the  danger  of  rejecting  his  proffered  grace. 
To  the  unbelieving  Jews,  and  their  descendants,- 
the  most  dreadful  punishments  were  assigned. 
Their  bleeding  country,  their  desolated  city,  their 
ruined  temple,  witnessed  the  anger  of  God  against 
those  who  rejected  his  Son,  and  despised  the  day 
of  mercy.  Christ  still  receives  penitent  and  be- 
lieving converts.  He  is  now  willing  to  be  gracious; 
but,  be  warned,  for  if  you  delay,  your  punishment, 
more  dreadful  than  can  be  expressed,  is  inevitable. 
Remember  he  that  despiseth,  despiseth  not  man 
but  God.  May  the  great  God  rescue  us  from 
such  guilt  and  wickedness,  and  preserve  us  blame- 
less, through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

O  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  absolve  thy  people 
from  their  offences  ;  that  through  thy  bountiful 
goodness  we  may  all  be  delivered  from  the  bands 
of  those  sins,  which  by  our  frailty  we  have  com- 
mitted. Grant  this,  O  heavenly  Father,  for  Jesus 
Christ's  sake,  our  blessed  Lord  and  Saviour. 
Amen^ 


Glory  be  to  thee.  Eternal  Father,  merciful 
Saviour,  sanctifying  Spirit,  the  only  living  and 
true  God.  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel, 
for  he  hath  visited,  and  redeemed  his  people.  O 
Lord,  we  cannot  fly  from  thy  presence,  nor  shun 
thine  all-seeing  eye;  and  when  we  reflect  how 
often  it  hath  witnessed  our  obstinate  perseverance 
in  the  paths  of  vanity  and  of  vice,  well  may  we 
lament  those  evil  hearts  of  unbelief,  which  so  in- 
cline us  to  depart  from  thee  the  living  God. 
Blessed  be  thy  glorious  name,  while  sin  so 
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abounded  with  us,  grace  still  more  abounded 
with  thee.  Thou  sparedst  not  thine  only  be- 
gotten Son,  that  he  might  die  for  us.  Thanks  be 
unto  God  for  his  unspeakable  gift !  O  our  souls 
bless  the  Lord,  and  all  that  is  within  us  bless  his 
holy  name.  Heavenly  Father,  we  entreat  thee  to 
enable  us  for  the  future,  to  live  by  the  faith  of  the 
Son  of  God.  In  conduct  unblameable,  in  heart 
pure,  in  aspirations  heavenly,  so  that  we  may  live 
to  thee  in  him  who  gave  himself  for  us,  and  by 
the  practice  of  whatsoever  things  are  honest,  pure, 
comely,  and  of  good  report,  may  we  prove  our 
union  with  the  Saviour. 

Gracious  God,  we  thank  thee  for  the  numerous 
temporal,  and  the  still  more  invaluable  spiritual 
privileges  we  enjoy.  We  thank  thee  for  the 
church  thou  hast  planted  in  our  land.  Let  thy 
blessing  descend  upon  her  priests,  and  upon  her 
people.  Pour  down  from  on  high  the  effusions  of 
thy  grace,  so  that  all  of  thy  church  may  delight 
in  her,  as  the  anointing  oil  on  the  head  of  Aaron 
filled  the  place  with  fragrance.  O  Lord,  may 
righteousness  flow  through  this  land  as  a  river, 
and  may  all  know  thee,  from  the  least  unto  the 
greatest.  These  our  prayers  are  before  thee.  O 
Lord,  accept,  and  pardon,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake» 
who,  while  on  earth,  taught  us  thus  to  pray  :  — 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven  :  give  us  this  day  our 
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daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  Saint  Johns  First 
Epistle y  4th  chapter,  from  the  9th  to  the  21  st  verse. 

^*  In  this  was  manifested  the  love  of  God  toward  us,  be- 
cause that  God  sent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world, 
that  we  might  hve  through  him.  Herein  is  love,  not  that 
we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be 
the  propitiation  for  our  sins.  Beloved,  if  Grod  so  loved  us, 
we  ought  also  to  love  one  another.  No  man  hath  seen 
God  at  any  time ;  if  we  love  one  anothei',  God  dwelleth  in 
us,  and  his  love  is  perfected  in  us  —  hereby  know  we  that 
we  dwell  in  him,  and  he  in  us,  because  he  hath  given  us 
of  his  Spirit  And  we  have  seen,  and  do  testify,  that  the 
Father  sent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  Who- 
soever shall  confess  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  God 
dwelleth  in  him,  and  he  in  God.  And  we  have  known 
and  believed  the  love  that  God  hath  to  us.  God  is  love ; 
and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God 
in  him.  Herein  is  our  love  made  perfect,  that  we  may 
have  boldness  in  the  day  of  judgment :  because  as  he  is, 
so  are  we  in  this  world.  There  is  no  fear  in  love ;  but 
perfect  love  casteth  out  fear ;  because  fear  hath  torment : 
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he  that  feareth  is  not  made  perfect  in  love.  We  love  him, 
because  he  first  loved  us.  If  a  man  say,  I  love  God,  and 
hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar  :  for  he  that  loveth  not  his 
brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  how  can  he  love  God  whom 
he  hath  not  seen  ?  And  this  commandment  have  we  from 
him,  That  he  who  loveth  Grod,  love  his  brother  also." 


SERMON  LIV. 

ETERNAL  LIFE  THE  GIFT  OF  JESUS. 

In  the  First  Epistle  of  Saint  John^  2nd  chapter^ 
and  25th  verse,  it  is  thus  written : 

"  And  this  is  the  promise  that  he  hath  promised  iis,  even 
eternal  life." 

About  eighteen  hundred  years  ago,  in  an  upper 
chamber  in  Jerusalem,  a  company  for  the  first  and 
for  the  last  time  assembled.  Here  stood  one,  who 
had  often  distinguished^  himself,  by  his  fervent 
zeal,  his  warm  affection,  his  sincere  devotion,  but 
whose  self-confidence  was  reproved  by  the  assert 
tion  of  the  Master  of  the  feast,  that  he  would  soon 
deny  him.  There  another  sat,  who,  although  he 
had  witnessed  many  miracles,  and  wondrous 
works,  attesting  the  divinity  of  One  then  present, 
still  thought  it  a  thing  incredible,  that  God  should 
raise  the  dead.   Others  around  were  not  yet  con* 
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vinced  of  the  spiritual  nature  of  his  kingdom, 
who  should  deliver  Israel,  and  even  now  solicitous 
for  an  undue  distinction,  contend  in  unseemly 
debate,  which  should  be  greatest.  Nor  let  us 
omit  to  notice,  the  designing  traitor,  devising  by 
what  means  he  should  betray  innocent  blood,  and 
secure  without  discovery  its  unhallowed  price. 
Turning  away  from  him  with  detestation,  let  us 
behold  another  of  that  company,  who  is  honoured 
indeed,  and  although  the  youngest  of  those  pre- 
sent, more  particularly  enjoys  the  affection  and 
kindness  of  his  gracious  Master.  It  is  the  beloved 
disciple,  who  leans  on  the  bosom  of  Jesus.  Called 
at  an  early  period  of  the  Saviour's  ministry,  he 
willingly  left  all  to  follow  him.  The  bonds  of 
relationship,  the  acquisition  of  worldly  benefits, 
the  comforts  of  home,  were  resigned  for  the  riches 
of  a  Saviour's  love,  and  this  Saint  John  had  al- 
ready experienced  in  several  remarkable  instances. 
To  this  beloved  disciple,  the  heavens  were  opened, 
and  on  the  Mount  of  Transfiguration  he  beheld 
Moses  and  Elias  conversing  with  Christ,  while  a 
heavenly  voice  declared, "  This  is  my  beloved  Son." 
Accompanied  by  Peter,  this  Apostle  was  directed  to 
procure  a  chamber  for  the  celebration  of  the  Holy 
Eucharist.  It  was  he,  whom  the  apostles  now  em- 
ployed to  inquire  of  the  Saviour  which  of  them 
should  be  the  betrayer,  thus  indicating,  that  how- 
ever they  might  doubt  the  fidelity  of  each  other. 
Saint  John,  from  his  love  and  affection  to  his  Lord^ 
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must  certainly  be  guiltless.  Soon  was  the  traitor 
found,  and  soon  was  the  beloved  disciple's  affec- 
tion proved;  for  as  the  hour  of  darkness  approached^ 
and  the  Saviour's  bitter  cup  was  filled  to  over- 
flowing, when  the  other  disciples  had  forsaken  their 
Lord  and  fled,  John  still  lingered  at  the  foot  of  the 
cross,  deeply  sorrowing  for  the  afflictions,  which 
the  blessed  Jesus  endured.  Nor  at  such  a  moment, 
did  Jesus  disregard  his  affection,  the  last  earthly 
wish  of  the  Saviour  was  addressed  to  him,  and 
the  blessed  Mary,  as  she  too  weeps,  is  assured  in 
the  Redeemer's  commending  her  to  the  future 
guardianship  of  this  Apostle,  that  of  all  the  dis- 
ciples he  most  resembled  his  Divine  Master,  in 
christian  kindness  and  affection.  At  a  future 
period,  the  cruelty  of  Saint  John's  enemies  pre- 
vailed, and  he  was  banished  to  Patmos.  But  as 
the  solitary  place  where  Israel  slept  was  radiant 
with  heavenly  beings,  and  celestial  light ;  so  that 
prison  isle  was  to  the  Apostle  a  Bethel,  a  place  in 
which  the  Lord  was — the  very  gate  of  heaven.  In 
that  distant  isle  of  the  sea,  to  him  the  mysterious 
future  was  unveiled;  to  him  the  heavenly  mansions 
were  displayed ;  by  him  the  songs  of  the  redeemed 
were  heard,  as  Christ  in  glory  was  manifested ;  and 
so  fully  did  celestial  affection  filL  the  Apostle's,  heart, 
that  after  his  return  from  exile,  whithersoever  he 
went,  he  constantly  addressed  these  words  to  ad- 
miring disciples,  Children,  love  one  another." 
The  church  of  Ephesus,  which  Saint  Paul  had 

N  N 
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planted,  was  also  the  scene  of  Saint  John's 
labours ;  and  in  that  city»  at  a  good  old  age,  an  old 
man  and  full  of  years,  he  resigned  his  breath,  and 
his  spirit  ascending  to  God  who  gave  it,  was  for 
evermore  with  its  Lord. 

From  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  beloved 
disciple,  it  is  not  remarkable,  that  one  so  highly 
favoured,  should  possess  the  most  elevated  views 
of  Divine  Grace,  and  of  the  love  of  God  in  Jesus. 
These  accordingly  were  his  themes,  and  the  abun- 
dant mercy  promised  to  all  who  shall  come  unto 
God  through  Christ,  he  urges,  with  the  solicitude 
of  one  convinced  of  its  efficacy,  and  zealous  for 
its  application.  "  Whoever  shall  confess,"  saith 
he,  "  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God,  God  dwelleth 
in  him,  and  he  in  God."  Saint  John  reflects  with 
delight,  on  the  abundant  promises  of  Christ,  to 
his  believing  followers.  "  Eternal  life,"  glorious 
in  itself,  and  more  than  glorious,  by  the  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  acquired  for  them  by  their 
blessed  Lord,  shall  be  their  inheritance.  It  is 
given  with  all  the  good  will  of  a  free  and  ready 
gift,  and  it  is  to  be  enjoyed  by  them,  in  common, 
not  only  with  principalities,  and  powers,  but  with 
him  who  has  acquired  it  for  them,  they  too  are  to 
"  be  for  ever  with  their  Lord."  In  the  present 
life,  our  highest  spiritual  enjoyments,  —  our  most 
sincere  longing  for  immortality,— our  most  ardent 
love  for  God,  are,  alas !  sometimes  dimmed  and 
interrupted  by  the  things  of  time;  but  in  a  celes- 
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tial  state,  the  things  of  time  cannot  influence  us — ^for 
time  shall  be  no  more.  Therein,  other  thoughts 
cannot  intrude,  for  the  love  of  God  shall  fill  every 
soul.  The  hymn  of  glory  to  the  Lamb  shall  never 
cease  ;  and  as  choir  after  choir  of  angels  repeats 
the  hallowed  strain,  the  whole  of  the  redeemed 
with  united  voices  shall  reply,  "To  him  who  loved 
us,  and  washed  us  in  his  blood,  be  glory." 

The  value  of  eternal  life,  promised  through  the 
Saviour,  is  enhanced,  if  it  be  remembered  that  those 
to  whom  this  promise  has  been  realised,  were  at 
one  time  even  as  others  who  know  not  God. 
They  once  possessed  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  in 
departing  from  him.  They  did  not  recognise  his 
bounty,  nor  pray  for  his  protection.  They  were 
then  blind ;  now  they  see.  They  know  their 
unworthiness.  They  confess  and  bewail  their  sin. 
They  are  convinced  that  men  cannot  receive  the 
adoption  of  the  sons  of  God  until  they  be  regene- 
rated, and  then  they  have  access  to  God,  through 
the  Spirit  reigning  in  their  hearts,  and  being  en- 
riched and  accepted  by  the  Saviour  s  atonement. 
They  gratefully  acknowledge  temporal  bounties, 
as  they  now  use  the  world  as  not  abusing  it, 
while  spiritual  blessings  especially  rejoice  their 
soul.  They  may  at  times  indeed  feel  the  world's 
influence  oppressive,  and  they  may  think  for  a 
moment  that  God  hath  forsaken  them,  still, 
they  turn  to  him  as  all  their  hope,  and  soon  he 
will  be  their  deliverer. 

N  N  2 
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In  Jesus,  the  redeemed  perceive  what  is 
indeed  worthy  their  affection.  In  him  they  see 
mercy  and  truth  met  tc^ether,  righteousness  and 
peace  embracing  each  other, — the  Saviour  himself, 
willing  to  realise  in  the  most  ample  manner,  to 
all  who  will  believe  in  his  name,  triumph  over 
sin,  and  the  blessed  promise  of  eternal  life. 
Since  Jesus  loved  us,  and  gave  himself  for  us, 
are  we  willing  to  renounce  the  deceits  of  the  world, 
its  culpable  pleasures,  its  lying  vanities,  to  serve 
and  honour  the  true  and  living  God  ?  Is  Jesus 
indeed  our  Lord,  and  our  Saviour  ?  Do  we  truly 
love  him  ?  If.  we  have  not  trust  in  him,,  we  cannot 
have  faith.  If  we  be  without  faith,  it  is  impossi- 
ble we  can  please  God.    We  are  yet  in  our  sins. 

Remembering  God's  goodness  in  giving  us  his 
Son  to  die  for  us,  is  it  possible  we  can  continue  to 
reject  his  grace,  and  thus  obstinately  refuse  to 
be  reconciled  to  God  ?  We  know,  before  Jesus 
descended.  Holiness,  Justice,  Purity,  and  Truth 
surrounded  the  throne  of  the  Eternal.  Still  hea- 
ven's glory  was  incomplete,  until  Mercy  also  had 
a  place  there.  But  even  she  will  not  always 
plead.  If  we  reject  the  overtures  of  the  Re- 
deemer to  come  unto  him  and  be  saved.  Holi- 
ness and  Justice  will  of  us  demand  their  due, 
and  we  shall  be  found  unable  to  satisfy  them 
for  one  of  a  thousand  of  our  transgressions.  Thus 
by  our  obstinacy,  pride,  and  unbelief,  we  shall 
be  compelled  to  endure  the  punishment  of  re- 
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bellious  offenders,  in  that  awful  abode  "  where 
the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched." 
Let  us  then  not  reject  proffered  mercy.  Now  is 
the  day  of  salvation.  Whosoever  shall  in  sincerity 
come  unto  God,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  shall  be  saved.  "  This  is  the  record  that 
God  hath  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in 
his  Son.  He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life,  and  he 
that  hath  not  the  Son  of  God,  hath  not  life." 
Amen. 

The  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understand- 
ing, keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the  knowledge 
and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty,  the 
Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Hply  Ghost,  be  amongst 
you,  and  remain  with  you  always.  Amen. 
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Let  us  pray. 

Stir  up,  we  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  the  wills  of 
thy  faithful  people ;  that  they  plenteously  bring- 
ing forth  the  fruit  of  good  works,  may  of  thee  be 
plenteously  rewarded,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  Amen. 


O  God,  thou  art  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of 
lords.  We  are  not  worthy  to  approach  the  place 
where  thine  honour  dwelleth,  nor  to  take  thy  holy 
and  reverend  name  upon  our  polluted  lips.  Al- 
though thou  hast  cherished  us  as  thy  children, 
we  have  rebelled  against  thee.  We  have  done 
the  things  we  ought  not  to  have  done.  We  have 
neglected  our  duty  to  thee,  our  Creator,  serving 
other  gods ;  and  even  when  we  have  bowed  our- 
selves, as  in  worship,  before  thy  throne,  saying. 
Lord,  Lord,  our  hearts  have  been  far  from  thee. 
We  have  been  foolish,  disobedient,  deceived,  and 
it  is  tlirough  the  merits  of  thy  beloved  Son  alone. 
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that  we  now  offer  our  humble  confessions  to  thee, 
our  Father  in  heaven.  We  beseech  thee,  for  his 
sake,  to  pardon  our  iniquities ;  to  grant  us  new 
hearts,  and  holy  desires,  and  sanctified  souls ;  so 
that,  having  named  the  name  of  Christ,  we  may 
depart  from  every  appearance  of  evil.  May  we 
delight  in  the  contemplation  of  thy  character,  in 
the  riches  of  thy  promises,  in  the  fulness  of  thy 
grace.  Leaving  all  things  that  are  behind,  may 
we  strive  to  follow  the  divine  precepts,  and  in- 
spiring objects,  of  christian  faith.  May  we  con- 
sider, that  now  is  the  accepted  time,  and  that 
from  this  moment,  we  are  bound  to  render  thee  a 
ready  and  willing  obedience.  O  send  forth  thy 
light  and  thy  truth,  and  may  thy  Holy  Spirit  ani- 
mate our  hearts,  and  influence  all  our  actions. 
Gracious  Father,  do  thou  bless  thy  church.  May 
thy  divine  Spirit  dwell  with  all  her  members.  O 
bless  the  whole  body  of  the  people ;  high  and 
low,  rich  and  poor,  young  and  old,  be  thou  their 
God  and  their  Lord.  Have  mercy,  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, upon  the  sick,  and  the  sorrowful ;  may  afflic* 
tion  be  blessed  of  thee,  to  all  who  experience  it. 
May  its  darkness  and  gloom  be  at  length  turned 
into  light,  and  holy  joy,  as  the  shepherds  of  Beth- 
lehem, amid  their  night-watching  on  the  plain,  re- 
ceived assurances  of  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  and 
peace,  when  the  heavenly  glory  shone  around 
them.  Gracious  God,  our  petitions  are  before 
thee.    O  accept  and  forgive,  through  the  merits 
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of  the  blessed  Saviour,  who  taught  us  thus  to 
pray,— 

Our  Father,  which  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be 
thy  name  :  thy  kingdom  come  ;  thy  will  be  done 
on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven ;  give  us  this  day  our 
daily  bread ;  and  forgive  us  our  trespasses  as  we 
forgive  them  that  trespass  against  us ;  and  lead  us 
not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil ;  for 
thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


THE  SCRIPTURE. 

The  portion  of  Scripture  is  in  St.  Matthew's 
Gospel,  the  20th  chapter,  from  the  1st  to  the  Ifitk 
verse. 

For  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  unto  a  man  th^  is 
an  householder,  which  went  out  early  in  the  morning  to 
hire  labourers  into  his  yineyard.  And  when  he  had  agreed 
with  the  labourers  for  a  penny  a  day,  he  sent  them  into 
his  vineyard.  And  he  went  out  about  the  third  hour,  and 
saw  others  standing  idle  in  the  market  place,  and  said 
unto  them;  Go  ye  also  into  the  vineyard,  and  whatsoever  is 
right,  I  will  give  you :  and  they  went  their  way.  Again 
he  went  out,  about  the  sixth  and  ninth  hour,  and  did  like- 
wise. And  about  the  eleventh  hour  he  went  out,  and 
found  others  standing  idle,  and  saith  unto  them.  Why 
stand  ye  here  all  the  day  idle?  They  say  unto  him.  Be- 
cause no  man  hath  hired  us.  He  saith  unto  them.  Go  ye 
also  into  the  vineyard;  and  whatsoever  is  right,  that  shall  ye 
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receive.  So  when  even  was  come^  the  lord  of  the  vineyard 
saith  unto  his  steward^  Call  the  labourers^  and  give  them 
their  hire^  b^inning  from  the  last  unto  the  first.  And 
when  they  came  that  were  hired  about  the  eleventh  hour, 
they  received  every  man  a  penny.  But  when  the  first 
came,  they  supposed  that  they  should  have  received  more ; 
and  they  likewise  received  every  man  a  penny.  And  when 
they  had  received  it,  they  murmured  against  the  good  man 
of  the  house,  saying,  These  last  have  wrought  but  one  hour, 
and  thou  hast  made  them  equal  unto  us,  which  have  borne 
the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day.  But  he  answered  one  of 
them,  and  said.  Friend,  I  do  thee  no  wrong;  didst  not 
thou  agree  with  me  for  a  penny?  take  that  thine  is,  and 
go  thy  way :  I  will  give  unto  this  last  even  as  unto  thee. 
Is  it  not  lawful  for  me  to  do  what  I  veill  with  mine  own  ? 
is  thine  eye  evil  because  I  am  good?  So  the  last  shall  be 
first,  and  the  first  last:  for  many  be  called,  but  few 
chosen.'^ 


SERMON  LV. 

THE  DUTY  OF  IMMEDIATE  REPENTANCE. 

In  Saint  Matthew* ^  Gospel^  the  20th  chapter^  and 
IQth  verse,  it  is  thus  written  : 

So  the  last  shall  be  first,  and  the  first  last." 

The  parable  of  the  labourers  in  the  vineyard,  is 
evidently  susceptible  of  two  distinct  interpreta* 
tions. 

The  first  interpretation  is  the  most  general ;  the 
other  the  most  special  and  particular. 
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The  Bible  alludes  to  a  happy  time,  when  nation 
shall  no  more  lift  up  sword  against  nation, — when 
universal  benevolence  and  good  will  shall  pervade 
every  bosom;  when,  to  be  one  of  the  human 
family,  shall  be  a  sufficient  obligation  upon  man 
to  bestow  all  the  kindness  and  good  offices  in  his 
power,  and  when  the  love  of  his  neighbour  as  of 
himself  shall  be  the  ennobling  aim  of  his  mind, 
and  the  happy  source  of  his  actions. 

Before  such  a  blessed  state  can  be  attained, 
however,  the  principles  of  Christianity  must  uni- 
versally prevail.  By  these  principles,  mighty 
wonders  have  already  been  wrought,  and  shall  still 
be  displayed,  until  every  heart  shall  confess  Jesus, 
the  triumphant  Redeemer,  King  of  kings,  and 
Lord  of  lords,  whose  empire  shall  extend  to  all 
places  where  there  are  voices  to  pronounce  his 
name,  and  to  sing  his  praise.  As  God  sends  forth 
his  light  and  his  truth,  whensoever  he  knows  it  to 
be  best  for  his  own  glory,  it  will  probably  be  one 
of  the  characteristics  of  universal  Christianity, 
that  the  nations  which  shall  be  last  converted  to 
the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  shall  as  ardently  em- 
brace the  doctrines  of  the  cross,  and  as  richly 
share  in  spiritual  blessings,  and  give  their  heart  to 
the  service  of  their  Grod  and  Saviour  with  as  much 
warmth  of  affection,  as  those  who  have  longer  en- 
joyed the  Gospel  announcement.  Hence,  there- 
fore, the  blessings  which  God  graciously  confers 
upon  his  church,  may  not  be  so  exclusively  be- 
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stowed  upon  those  who,  although  long  professors 
of  his  worship,  and  attentive  to  a  strict  perform- 
ance of  religious  duties,  have  certainly  no  claim 
thereby  for  greater  gifts,  than  churches  which 
have  more  recently  avowed  Christianity,  whose 
members,  deeply  affected  by  the  announcement 
of  God's  love  in  Jesus,  feel  the  sacred  flame  as 
intensely,  who  experience  its  holy  illummation 
as  vividly,  while  its  heavenly  impulses  urge 
them  with  uncontrollable  power,  towards  the  ful- 
ness of  the  stature  of  perfection  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Although  the  first  christian  churches  enjoyed  many 
exclusive  privileges,  still  they  were  not  therefore 
more  acceptable  to  God  than  those  portions  of  the 
human  family  who,  although  from  ignorance,  hav- 
ing long  suffered  under  darkness  and  delusion,  as 
soon  as  they  heard  of  God  as  a  reconciled  God  in 
the  Saviour,  joyfully  embraced  the  truth  in  various 
succeeding  ages,  or  who,  even  at  the  eleventh  hour, 
have  been  admitted  into  holy  fellowship  with  the 
Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ.  The 
riches  of  grace  are  inexhaustible.  The  blessing 
from  on  high,  which  God  pours  out  in  rich  abun- 
dance on  the  younger  churches,  manifests  itself  in 
their  ardent  zeal  for  his  service,  and  the  exaltation 
of  his  holy  name. 

It  was  thus,  also,  in  primitive  ages,  while  many 
in  other  places  were  daily  added  to  the  church 
of  such  as  should  be  saved,  and  zealously  pro- 
mulgated her  pure  doctrines,  the  churches  in  Asia 
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were  rebuked.  Ephesus  had  forsaken  its  first 
love.  Pergamus  and  Thyatira  had  a  few  things 
against  them.  Sardis  was  exhorted  to  repent, 
while  the  lukewarm  character  of  Laodicea,  was 
strongly  reprehended. 

The  second  application  of  the  parable,  is  the 
reference  it  bears  to  the  time  of  individual  con- 
version. Our  Bible  tells  us,  God  loveth  the 
righteous,  but  he  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every 
day.  And  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  man 
who,  from  his  earliest  years,  hath  found  the 
Saviour,  and  loved  and  honoured  God,  possesses 
a  calm  serenity  of  soul,  on  which  is  reflected  the 
light  of  his  heavenly  Father's  countenance.  Still, 
in  adopting  the  language  of  Jesus,  that  the  man 
will  love  most,  to  whom  most  is  forgiven,  even  to 
the  sinner  who  hath  at  length  listened  to  the  call  of 
the  Saviour,  and  approached  as  one  ready  to  enter, 
and  give  every  energy  to  his  service,  to  that  sinner 
grace  shall  be  abundantly  given.  The  promises  of 
the  Gospel  he  shall  fully  share.  Not  weary  in 
well  doing  in  his  new,  and  now  exalted  character, 
precious  gifts  are  presented  him.  He  is  enabled 
to  strive  with  diligence  that  he  may  be  found  of 
God  in  peace,  without  spot,  and  blameless,  as  he 
shares  with  the  most  advanced  saint  that  peace, 
which  the  world  cannot  give,  nor  take  away. 
Faith  in  Jesus  changes  the  corrupt  heart,  and  the 
new  heart  the  Saviour  bestows,  is  also  sanctified. 
The  repentant  sinner  is  not  only  adopted,  but  re- 
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generated.  The  Holy  Spirit  dwells  in  him,  help- 
ing his  infirmities,  and  prayers,  and  is  ever  making 
intercession  for  him.  This  process  obtains  in  con- 
versions from  sin,  whether  late  or  early  in  life,  and 
in  all  cases,  it  indicates  reconciliation  and  peace 
with  God.  Hence  the  encouragement,  the  parable 
of  the  vine-dressers  affords,  to  all  men  to  come 
unto  Christ.  Christ,  as  the  master  of  the  vineyard, 
announces  his  gracious  invitation.  He  offers 
abundant  blessings,  and  whether  young,  or  old, 
he  is  willing  to  raise  men  from  the  depths  of  sin, 
unto  the  high  dignity  of  the  christian  life.  Be 
not  faithless,  then,  but  believing.  Come  unto 
Jesus,  and  he  will  give  you  light  for  darkness, 
and  he  will  be  your  Lord,  and  ye  shall  be  his 
people. 

To  others  who,  until  the  eleventh  hour,  never 
heard  the  glad  tidings  of  the  Gospel,  but  who, 
when  they  did  hear,  cheerfully  accepted  them, 
the  parable  also  affords  much  comfort  and  conso- 
lation. The  thief  on  the  cross,  probably,  never 
heard  of  the  name  of  Jesus,  until  he  beheld  him 
suffering  for  a  guilty  world.  He  at  once  an- 
nounced his  belief,  and  received  the  happy  as- 
surance of  his  soon  being  with  his  Lord  in  para- 
dise. Such  an  instance  of  God's  mercy  is  pre- 
served, that  none  may  despair,  although  it  does 
not  warrant  delay.  We  are  too  ignorant  of  what 
a  day  may  bring  forth,  to  trust  our  eternal  inter- 
ests to  the  future.    Should  death  approach  ub 
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suddenly,  there  is  not  time  for  repentance.  If 
slowly,  still  it  is  not  wise  to  procrastinate.  Amid 
the  tossings  of  fever,  and  the  gnawings  of  pain,  we 
may  be  unable  to  obtain  a  clear  and  comprehensive 
understanding  of  those  gracious  invitations,  which 
at  present  are  so  audibly  announced.  If  until  our 
last  sickness  we  reject  and  despise  proffered  mercy, 
we  may  then  call,  but  will  God  reply?  Will  that 
grace  rejected  in  our  former  days  be  now  within 
our  power,  when  death  summons  us  to  meet  our 
God,  and  all  before  us  is  darkness  and  despair  ? 
Let  us,  then,  be  found  in  the  path  of  duty  and  re- 
ligion NOW.  Had  the  labourers  not  been  in  the 
market-place  before  the  twelfth  hour,  they  never 
would  have  been  invited  to  serve  the  master  of  the 
vineyard.  If  delay  be  dangerous,  in  worldly 
things,  it  is  infinitely  more  dangerous  in  things 
eternal. 

Do  you  enquire  how  you  may  come  to  God  ? 
Know,  then,  that  to  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,"  is  the  way.  Ho,  every  one  that 
thirsteth,"  is  his  gracious  invitation.  I  shall  give 
you  rest,"  is  his  promise.  Do  not,  then,  pro- 
crastinate. We  cannot  tell  when  the  Lord  shall 
command  the  great  globe  to  dissolve,  or  when  he 
shall  summon  us  before  his  judgment-seat.  But 
we  know  that  ere  long  all  of  us  must  bid  adieu 
to  this  world  for  ever.  He  who  hath  accepted 
Jesus  as  his  Saviour,  can  think  of  such  a  sepa- 
ration without  a  tear  or  a  sigh.    He  only  can 
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resign  his  breath,  with  the  christian's  argument 
in  his  heart,  and  upon  his  lips.  He  that  spared 
not  his  only  begotten  Son,  but  freely  gave  him  up 
to  the  death  for  us  all/'  will,  for  his  sake,  in 
whom  I  believe,  lighten  my  path  to  a  blessed  im- 
mortality. Amen. 

Now  may  the  peace  of  God,  which  passeth  all 
understanding,  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  our  Lord ;  and  the  blessing  of  God  Al- 
mighty, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  amongst  you,  and  remain  with  you  always. 
Amen. 


THE  END. 


FRINTLD  BY  STEWART  AND  MURRAY,  OLD  BAILEY. 


